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PREFACE.

"TXTHEN a new publication appears, fome

' ' prefatory account of the reafons which

lead to it, and the manner in which it has beerv

condufted, is generally expcftcd.

The compiler of this hiftory was early impel-

led by his natural curio^ty to inquire into the

original fettleraent, progrcfs, and improvement

of the country which gave him birth. When he

took up his refidence in New-Hampfhire his in-

quiries were more particularly direfted to that

part of it. Having met with fome valuable man-

nfcri-pts which were but little known, he began

to extraft and methodize the principal things in

them ; and this employment was (to fpeak in the

llyle of a celebrated modern author) his " hobbv

" horfc."

The work, crude as it was, being communicated

to fome gentlemen, to whofe judgment he paid

much deference, he was perfuadcd and encouraged

to go on with his coUeftion, until the thing be-

came genciaily known, and a publication coald

not decently be refufed.

lie owns himfclf particulavly obliged to the

public officers both in this and the neighbouring

ftate of MafTachufetts, under the former as well as

the prefent conftitutions, for their obliging at-

tention in favouring him with the ufc of the pub-

lic records or cxtrafts from them. He is under

ecjual
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equal obligation to a number of private gentlemen,

who have either admitted him to their o^.vn col-

leftions of original papers or procured fuch for

Hm. In the courfe of his imjuiry he has fre-

quently had reafon to lament the lofs of many
valuable materials by fire and other accidents :

But what has pained him more feverely is the in-

attention of fome perfons in whofe hands original

papers have been depofited, and who have fufFer-

ed them to be wafled and deflroyed as things of

tio value. The very great utility of a public re-

pofitory for fuch papers under prt)per reflations,

has appeared to him in the ftrongeil light, and he

is perfuaded that it is an obje£l worthy the atten-

tion of an enlightened legiflature.

The late accmate and indefatigable Mr. Princf.

of Bofton, (under whofe miniftry the author was

educated and whofe memory he fhall always re-

vere) began fuch a colle£lion in his youth and

continued it for above fifty years. By his will he

left it to the care of the Qld South Church, of

which he was paflor, and it was depofited with a

library of ancient books in an apartment of their

Bfieeting-houfe. To this colleftion the public

are obliged for fome material hints in the pre-

fcnt work, the author having had frequent accefs

to that library before the commencement of the

late war. But the ufe which the Britifli troops

i" ^775 i^adp of that elegant building having

proved fatal to this noble colleftion of manufcripts ;

the friends of fcience and of America muft de-

plore the irretrievable lofs. Had we fuffered it

by the hands of Saracens, the grief had beer*

lefs poignar;t !

Hiftorians have mentioned the affairs of New-
Hampfhire only in a loofe and general manner.

Neale
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Neale and Douglas, though frequently erroneous,

have given fome hints, which by the help of orig-

inal records and other manufcripts, have in this

work been carefully and largely purfued. Hutjh-

infon has faid nvany things which the others have

omitted ; his knowledge of the antiquities of the

country was extenfive and accurate, and the pub-

lic arc much obliged by the publication of his

hiftory ; but he knew more than he thought prop-

er to relate. The few publications concerning

New-Hampfhire are fugiitvc pieces diftated by

party or intereft. No regular hiftorical deduc-

tion has ever appeared. The late Mr. Fitch of

Portfmouth made a beginning of this fort about

the year 1728 : From his papers fome things have

h^cn collefted which have not been met with elfe-

where. The authorities from which information

is derived are carefully noted in the margin.

Where no written teftimonies could be obtained,

recourfe has been had to the moft authentic tra-

dition, fele8;ed and compared with a fcrupulous

attention, and with proper allowance for the im-

perfeflion cf human memory. After all, the

critical reader will doubtlefs find fome chafms

which in fuch a work it would be improper to fill

by the help of imagination and conje6lure.

The author makes no merit of his regard to

truth. To have difguifed or mifreprefented fafts

would have been abufing the reader. No perfon

can take more pleafure in detefting miftakes than

the author in correcting them if he fhould have

opportunity. In tracing the progrefs of contro-

verfy it is impofTiblc not to take a fide, though

"wt are ever fo remote from any perfonal interefi;

in it : Cenfure or applaufe will naturally follow

the opinion we adopt. If the reader fhould hap-

pen
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pen to entertain difFcrent feelings from the writer,

he has an equal right to indulge them ; but not

at the cxpence of candor.

The Mafonian controverfy lay fo direftly in the

way that it could not be avoided. The rancour

Ihewn on both fides in the early ftages of it has

now fubfided. The prefent fcttlement is fo ma-

terially connefled with the general peace and wel-

fare of the people, that no wife man or friend ta

the country can at this day wifh to overthrow It

Mr. HuBBARB, Drt Mather and Mr. Pen-

HAt-Low have pjiblKhed narratives of the feveral

Indian wars : Thefe have been compared with the

public records, with ancient manufcHpts, with

CHARLEvoix's hiftor)' of New-France, and with

the verbal traditions of the immediate fufferers

or their defcendants. The particular incidents

cf thefc wars may be tedious to ftrangers, but

will be re^d with avidity bv the pofterity of thofe

whofe misfortunes and bravery were fo confpicu-

ous. As the character of. a people muft be col

-

lefted from fuch a minute feries, it would have

been improper to have been lefs particular.

The writer has had it in view not barely to re

late facks, but to delineate the charaftcrs, the paf-

fions, the interefts and tempers of the pcrfons who

are the fubjefts of his narration, and to defcribe

the moft ftriking features of the times in which

ihev lived. How far he has'iucceeded, or where-

in he is defeftive, mufl be left to the judgment of

tvcry candid reader, to which this woik is moft

rcfpcftfully fubmittod.

Dov:r, June l, 1784.

C O N-
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CHAP. I.

Di/covery of the country. EJlabliJhment

ofthe CouncilofPlymouth . iheir Grants

to Mafon and others. Beginning ofthe

fettlements at Fortfmouth and Dover,

IVhelcdjright's Indian purchafe. Nears
adventures. Difcourage?nents. Dijfo^

tution of the Council. Mafon s death,

Caufes of thefailure ofhis enterprize,

IT is happy for America that its difcov*

ery and fettlement by the Europeans

happened at a time, when they were

emerging from a long period of ignorance

and darknefs. The difcovery of the mag-
netic needle, the invention of printing,

the revival of literature and the reforma-

tion of religion, had caufed a vaft altera-

tion in their views, and taught them the

true ufe of their rational and adtive pow-
ers. To this concurrence of favourable

caufes we are indebted for the precifion

with which we are able to fix the begin-

ning of this great American empire : An
advantage of which the hiftorians of other

countries almoft univerfally are deftitutc 5

their firfl aeras being either difguifed by

fi(5tion



HISTORY OF
£(fHon and romance, or involved in im-
penetrable obfcurity.

Mankind do not eafily relinquifH an-

cient and eflabliflied prejudices, or adopt

new fyftems of condud:, without fomc
powerful attradive. The profped: of im-
meiife wealth, from the mines of Mexico
and Peru, fired the Spaniards to a rapid

conqueft of thofe regions and the deftruc-

tion of their numerous inhabitants ; but

the northern continent, prefenting no fuch

glittering charms, was negledted by the

European princes for more than a century

1 496. after its difcovery . No efFedtual care was
taken to fecure to thcmfelves the pofTef-

fion of fo extenfive a territory, or the ad-

vantage of a friendly traffic with its na-

tives, or of the fifhery on its coafls ; till

private adventurers at a vafl expence, with

infinite hazard and perfevering zeal, eflab-

liflied fettlements for themfelves, and

thereby enlarged the dominions of their

fovereigns.

Of the voyagers who vifited the north-

ern coafl of America, for the fake of its

furs and fifh, one of the mod remarkable

was Captain John Smith ; who ranged the

^__^^' fliore from Penobfcot to Cape Cod, and in

this route difcovered the river Pafcataqua

;

which he found to be a fiife harbour with

a rocky
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a rocky (hore. He returned to England 1614.

in one of his fhips, and there publilhed a ' - '

defcription of the country, with a map of

the fea-coaft, which he prefented to Prince

Charles, who give it the name of New- smith •«

England. The other fhip he left be-

hind under the care of Thomas Hunt,

who decoyed about twenty of the natives

onboard, and fold them for flaves at Ma-
laga. This perfidious a<5tion excited a vi-

olent jealoufy in the natives and bitter-

ly enraged them againft fucceeding ad-

venturers. Two ot thofe favages having

found their way back as far as Newfound-

land, then under the goven\ment of Cap-
tain John Mafon, were reflored to their

native country by his friendly interpofi-

tion, and reported theftrong difapproba-

tion, which the Englifh in general enter-

tained of the mifchievous plot by which
they had been carried off. By this means,

together with the prudent endeavours of
Captain Thomas Derm.er, and afterward

of the Plymouth fettlers, tranquillity was uM^rS't

re-eftablifhcd between the Indians and the ^

adventurers, which was tolerably preferv-

cd for many years. However fond we
may have been ofaccufing the Indians of

treachery and infidehty, it m.ufi: be con-

ftCkd that the example was firft fct them
B 2 by

mtcd
arritive

ct the tro J-

b.cs \riih

the Indians,

P-i-
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1 6i 4. by the Europeans. Had we always treat-

' ' ' ed them with that juftice and humanity

which our rehgion inculcates, and our true

intereft at all times required, we might

have lived in as much harmony with them,

as with any other people on the globe.

1620. The importance of the country now
'

' ' began to appear greater than before, and
fome meafures were taken to promote its

fettlement. A patent had been granted

by King James in 1606, limiting the do-

minion ofVirginia,from the thirty-fourth,

to the forty-fourth degree of northern la-

titude ; which extent of territory had been

divided into two parts, called North and

South Virginia. The latter was affigned

to certain noblemen, knights, and gentle-

men of London, the former to others in

Gorges •$ Bnftol, Exetcr and Plymouth. Thofe who
were interefted in the northern colony,

finding that the patent did not fecure them
from the intrufions of others, petitioned

for an enlargement and confirmation of

their privileges. After fome time, the

^^^
king, by his fole authority, conftituted a

council, confiding of forty noblemen,

knights and gentlemen*, by the name of
*' The

The Duke of Lenox, Earl ef Arundel,

Marquis of Buckingham, —_- Bath,
« Hamilton, Southampton,

Earl of Pecibroke, . S^lilbury,
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^* The council eftablifhed at Plymouth, in 1 620.
*' the county of Devon, for the planting, * '

'

*
' ruling and governing of New-England , ms copy

** in America.'* They were a corpora- counfties.

tion with perpetual fucceiTion, by elediion

of the majority ; and their territories ex-

tended from the fortieth to the forty-

eighth degree of northern latitude. This

patent, or charter, is the foundation of all

the grants that were made of the country

of New-England. But either from the

jarring interefts of the members, or their

indiftind: knowledge of the country, or

their inattention to bufinefs, or fome other

caufe which does not fully appear, their

affairs were tranfacfted in a confufed man-
ner from the begining ; and the grants

which they made were fo inaccurately de-

fcribed, and interfered fo much with each

other, as to occafion difficulties and con-

troverfies,

Earl of Warwick, ^ir Allen Apfley,-

Vifcount Haddington, Warwick Heal,

Lord Zouche, Richard Cotchmay/
Sheffield, John Bourgchiere,

—— Gorges, Nathaniel Rich,

Sir Edward Seymour, Edward Giles,

—— Robert Mantel, ——— Giles MompefTon,

Edward Zouche, . Thomas Wroth, Knights,

Dudley Digges Matthew Sutcliffe,

Thomas Roe Robert Heath,

FerdiHando Gorges, Henry Bourgchiere,

francis Pophirr!, John Drake,

John Brooks Rawley Gilbert,

Thomas Gate?, George Chudley,

Richard Hawkins, Thomas Hammond,
Richard Ed3e':ombc, John Argail, Efquire^
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troverfies, fome of whtch are not yet

ended.

Two ofthe mod active members ofthis

council were Sir Ferdinando Gorges and

Captain John Mafon. Gorges had been

an officer in the navy ofQueen Elizabeth,

intimately connected with Sir Walter Ra-

leigh, of whofe adventurous fpirit he had

a large ihare. After the peace which King

James made in 1 604, he was appointed

governor of the fort and ifland of Ply-

mouth in Devonfhire. Whilft he refided

there. Captain Weymouth, who had been

employed by Lord Arundel in fearch of a

northvveftpa{rage,buthad fallen fhort of

hiscourfeand putjn at Pemaquid, brought

from thence into the harbour of Plymouth,

five natives of America, three of whom
were eagerly feized by Georges, and re-

tained in his fervice for threeyears. Find-

ing them ofa tradable and communicative

difpofition, and having won their affec-

tions by gentle treatment, he learned from

them many particulars concerning their

country, its rivers, harbours, iflands, fifh-

eries and other produdions ; and the num-

bers, force, difpofition and government of

the natives ; and from this information he

conceived fmguine hopes of indulging his

genius, and making his fortune, by a tho-

rough
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rough difcovery of the country. For this 1620.

purpofe he, in conjund:ion with others, "^^^^^

ventured feveral fliips, whereoffome met Narrative.

with pecuhar misfortunes ; and others

brought home accounts, which, though

difcouragingtofomeof hisafTociates, made
him determine upon farther attempts,

wherein his refolution and perfeverance

were moreconfpicuous than any fohdgain.

Thefe tranfadiions were previous to the

eftabhfhment of the council ; in fohciting

which, Gorges was fo extremely active,

that he was appointed their prefident, and

had a principal fhare in all their tranfac-

tions. Mafon was a merchant of London,

but became a fea-officer, and, after the

peace, governor of Newfoundland, where

he acquired a knowledge ofAmerica,which

led him, on his return to England, into a

clofe attachment to thofe who were en-

gaged in its difcoverv ; and upon fome

vacancy in the council, he was eledled a

member and became their fecretary ; be-

ing alfo governor of Portfmouthin Hamp-
shire . He procured a grant from the coun- io2i.

oil, of all the land from the river Naum- m^^.
keag [now Salem] round Cape Anne, to

the river Merrimack ; and up each of
thofe rivers to the fartheft head thereof;

then to crofs over from the head of the one

to
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1 62 1, to the head of the other; with all- the
*"—^—

' iflands lying within three miles of the

coaft. This diftrid was called Marian A.

1622. '^^^ "^^^ y^^"* another grant was made,
•—«—' to Gorges and Mafon jointly, of all the
^''^' '°' lands between the rivers Merrimack and

Sagadehock, extending back to the great

lakes and river of Canada, and this was

called Laconia.
Under the authority of this grant.

Gorges and Mafon, in conjuncflion with

feveral merchants of London, Briftol,

Exeter, Plymouth, Shrewfbury andDor-

chefter, who ftyled themfelves ** The
Company of Laconia," attempted the

eftablifhment of a colony and filhery at the

river Pafcataqua; and in the fpring of the

^ following year fent over David Thomp-
^

' fon., a Scotfman, Edward and WiHiam
Hilton, fifhmongers of London, with a

number of other people, in two divifions,

furnilhed with all neceflaries to carry on

their defign. One of thefe companies

landed on the fouthern fhore of the river,

at its mouth, and called the place Little-

Karbcur : Here they ere^fled falt-works,

and built an houfe which was afterward

called Mafon-H ill ; but the Hiltons fet

up their ftages eight miles further up the

river toward the north wcfi:, on a neck of

land
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land which the Indians called Winnicha- 1623.

hannat, but they named Northam, and ^^'^^
afterward Dover. Thompfon, not being ^s,

pleafed with his {ituation, removed the ^^2^^

next fpring to an ifland in the Bay of ^ ,

—

>

Maflachufetts ; this the General Court

afterward confirmed to him, and it ilill Anmii.

bears his name.

Thefe fettlements went on flowly for

feveral years, but the natives being peace-

able and feveral other fmall beginnings

being made along the coafl: as far as Ply-

mouth, a neighbourly intercourfe was

kept up among them, each following

their refpedtive employments of nfhing,

trading and planting, till the difordcrly

behaviour of one Morton, at Mount
Wollafton in the Bay of MalTachufetts,

caufed an alarm among the fcattered fet- i"^^-

tlements as far as Pafcataqua. This man
had, in defiance of the king's proclama-

tion, made a pradlice of felling arms and

ammunition to the Indians, whom he

employed in huntingand fowling for him;

fo that the Englifh, feeing the Indians

armed in the \\ oods, began to be in terror.

They alfo apprehended danger of another

kind ; for Morton *s plantation was a re-

ceptacle for difconfeiited fervants, whofe

defertion weakened the feltlemeiits, and

who,
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1628. who, being there without law, were more
'—

""
—

' formidable than the favages themfelves.

The principal perfons of Pafcataqua

therefore readily united with their neigh-

bours, in making application to the col-

ony of Plymouth, which was of more

force than all the reft, to put a ftop to

this growing mifchief ; which they hap-

pily effedled by feizing Morton and

fending him prifoncr to England.

1629 Some of the fcattered planters in the

—«^—
^ Bay of M?.irachuretts, being defirous of

making a fettlement in the neighbour-

hood of Pafcataqua, and following theex-

ample of thofe at Plymouth, who had

purchafed their lands of the Indians,

which they confcientioufly though tnecef-

fary to give them a juft title, procured a

iiay ,7. general meeting of Indians, at Squamfcdt

ialls, where they obtained a deed from

PafTaconaway Sagamore of Penacook,

Runnaawitt of Pantucket, Wahangnona-

witt of Squamfcot, and Rowls of New-
ichwannock : Wherein they exprefs their

* defire to have the Endilh come and
* fettle among them as among their coun-
* trymenin Maflachufctts, whereby they

* hope to be ftiengthened againft their

* enemies the Tarratcens ; and according-

* ly "a'/V/^ l/je unive}Jal confcnt of their

* fubje^s,
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*fuhjeBs^ for what they deemed a valua-

* ble confideration in coars, fhirts and
* kettles, fell to John Whelevvright of the

* Madachufetts Bay, late of England,m;n-
* ifter of the gofpel, Auguftine Story (or

* Storer) TJiomas Wight, William Went-
* worth, and Thomas Leavit, ** all that

** part of the main Land bounded by the

** river Pafcataqua and the river Merri-
** mack, to begin at Newichwannock
•* falls, in Pafcataqua river aforefaid, and
** down faid river to the fea ; and along
*

' the fea-fhorc to Merrimack river ; and up
•' faid river to the fdls at Pantucket ; and
** from thence upon a north weft line,

•* twenty Englifh miles into the woods;
** and from thence upon a ftrait line north-

'* eaft, till it meet with the main rivers

** that run down to Pantucket falls, and
*' Newichwannock falls aforefaid* ; the

** faid rivers to be the bounds from tlie

*' thwart or head line to the aforefaid

** falls, and from thence the m.ain chan-

** nel of each river to the fea to be the

** {idebounds; togetherwithalltheiflands

** within the faid bounds ; as alfo the ifles

of

» Tl-.e N\V llpe here dcfcribed will end within the towr-fl-Jp of

Amher.t ; and the NE lire from ihcncc will crof- the river Merri-

mack about Am'jfkcfg fat!:; ind pRlfin^ throrg-'i Cheikr, Noc-

tingha~i, B?.rrin3ten and Rocheiler v.iil ilrikc Newichvinr.cck ri-.:r

abput ten r.-il:: ibove the S,.;rnnn ^•iXn.
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1629. *' of fhoals fo called." The conditions
' ^ ' of this grant were, * that Whelewright

* (hould within ten years, begin a plan-

* tation at Squam(cot falls ; that other in-

* habitants fhould have the fame privile-

* ges with him ; that no plantation fhould
* exceed ten miles fquare ; that no lands

* fhould be granted but in townfhips ; and
* thatthefe fhould be fubjed:to thegovern-
* mentofthe MafTachufetts colony, until

* they fhould have a fettled government
* among themfelves ; that for each town-
* fliip there Ihould be paid an annual ac-

* knowledgement of' ' one coat of trucking
** cloth," to Paflaconaway the chief Sag-
* amore or his fucceffors, and two bufh-
* els of Indian corn to Whelewright and
* his heirs. The Indians referved to them-
* felves free liberty of fifliing, fowling,
* huntingand planting within thefelimits.

*

The principal perfons of Pafcataqua and
the province of Maine were witneffes to

the fubfcribing of this inftrument, and
giving polTeflion of the lands.

By this deed the Englifh inhabitants

within thefe limits obtained a right to the

foil from the original proprietors , more val-

uable in a moral view, than the grants of
any European prince could convey. Ifwe
lirJle at the arrogance of a Roman Pontiff

in
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in aiTuming to divide the whole new world 1 629.

between the Spaniards and Portuguefe, ' ^
'

with what condftenc}^ can we admit the

right of a king of England, to parcel out

America to his fubjedls, when he had nei-

ther purchafed nor conquered it, nor could

pretend any other title, than that fome of

his fubjedls were the firft Europeans who
difcovered it, whilft it was in poffeffion of

its native lords ? The only validity which

fuch grants could have in the eye of rea-

fon was, that the grantees had from their

prince a permiflion to negotiate with the

pofTelTors for the purchafe of the foil, and

thereupon a power of jurifdiclion fubor-

dinate to his crown.

The fame year Captain Mafon procured n°^- ''

a new patent, under the common feal of

the council of Plymouth, for the land
** from the middle of Pafcataqua river and
*' up the fame to the fartheft head there-

'* of, and from thence northweftward until

*• (ixty miles from the mouth of the har-

**bour were finifhed; alfo through Mer-
** rimack river to the fartheft head therc-

** of, and fo forward up into the land wcft-

** ward, until fixty miles were finifhed ;

*' and from thence to crofs over land to
^^^ .^j,,^^

" theendof thefixty miles accounted from
j!/j,f;""-

*• Pafcataqua river ; together with all

** iflands
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1629. *' iflands within five leagues of the coaft."
'—^""^ This trad ofland wascalled New-Hamp-

shire : It comprehended the whole of

Whelewright's purchafe ; and unlfefs Ma-
fon*s intention was to fruftrate his title,

it is difficult to affign a reafon for the pro-

curement of this patent, as the fame land,

with much more, had been granted to

Gorges and Mafon jointly, fevenyears be-

fore. If there was an agreement between

them to divide the province of Laconia,

and take out new patents from thecoun-

cif, in preference to the making a deed of

partition ; it is not eafy to conceive why
the weftern boundary Ihould be contrad-

ed to iixty miles from the fea, when the

Gorges's lakcs and river of Canada were fuppofed

to be but ninety or an hundred miles from

Pafcataqua. If this grant was intended as

an equivalent for the patent of Mariana,

which the council had the preceding year

included in their deed to the MafTachufctts

company ; it is impoflible to account for

the exrenfion of New-Hamplhire to the

river Merrimack, when the grant of Maf-
fachufetts reached to *' three miles north
** of that river and of every part of it*.'*

The
Mr. Hubbard in hi: NfS tiiftory fays «• it hath been affinnej

by Mr. JofTtflyn, whofiirt came over into New England on Captain

Mifon'i account, that there was an agreement madr between Mr.

Mat(l;ew

Hilt of A
mcnca, p
4*.
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The weft country adventurers were not 1 630,

lefs attentive to their intereft; for in the ^r^' March iz,

following fpring they obtained a patent

from the council whereby *' all that part

** of the river Pafcataqua called or known
•* by the name of Hilton's Point, with
** the fouth fide of the faid river up to

*' the falls of Squamfcot, and three miles

" into the main land for breadth," was

granted to Edward Hilton. This patent,

fealed with the common feal ot the coun-

cil, and fubfcribed by the Earl of War-
wick, fets forth, that Hilton and his alibr

ciates had at tbeir own proper coft and

charges tranfported fervants, built houfes

and planted corn at Hilton's Point, now
Dover, and intended the further increafe

and advancement of the plantation . Wil- ms copy

liam Blackftone, William Jefteries and taryoukel

Thomas Lewis or either of them, were

impowered to give pofTeffion of the prem-

Matthew Cra^ock (the firft Governor of the Maffichiifetts company)
,

'

and Captain Joha MafoH, that the bounds of the Maffachufetls (hould *"''

reach to t6ree mtlei nortkivard of Merrimack and the remainder of the

land betwixt that line and Pafcataijua river, (hould be left for Captain

Mafon's patent."

The Commiflioners fent by Charles H in 1664, report that *• Mr.
Mafon had a patent for feme land about Cnpe Anne before the MalVa-

chufetts had their firit patent ; whereupo;i CaptaiiT Mafon and Mr.
Cradock agreed that the Maffachufetts (liould have that land, wl.ich

was granted to Captain Mafon about Cape Anne, and Captain Mafoii

(hould have riflf /<i77d', luhich ii/Us biyond Mirrimark and gr.inteH to

the Ma£acbufe:ts. This agreement was fent to Mr. Henry jocelyn to

get recorded at Bofton, but before h« couIJ have leifure to go there he
heard that Captain Mafon was dead ami therefore went not. Ofthi*
he made affidavit, before the commifiiontrs.'" Hu'.-h. CoIlfi>!:yj

Papers, p. 413.
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1631. fes ; which was done by Lewis, and the
' " ' livery and fcizen endorfed. Within thefe

limits are contained the towns of Dover,

Durham, and Stretham, with part of

Newington and Greenland. It was com-
monly called Squamfcot patent, but fome-

times Bloody-point patent, from a quar-

rel between the agents ot the two com-
panies about a point ot land in the river

Hubbard's whichwas convenient for both; and, there

being no government then eftablilhcd,

the controverfy would have ended in

blood, if the contending parties had not

been perfuaded to refer the decifion of it

to their employers.

The London adventurers alfo thought

it prudent to have fome fecurity for the

intereft which they had advanced, and ac-

cordingly obtained a grant from the coun-

cil, of " that part of the patent of Laco-
** nia, on which the buildings and falt-

i-F-3'6. «* vvorks were ereded, fituate on both

*• iides the harbour and river of Pafcata-

*' qua to the extent of five miles weft-

•• ward by the fea-coaft, then to crofs

*' over towards the other plantation in

*' the hands of Edward Hilton.'* The

grantees named in this patent* were, Sir

Ferdinando
• Mr. Hufcbvd fay, thnt this patent was in the hands ot" fome

SCRtlemcnat Portfmoui'h wh.-n he wrote. I have feen no copy of it

but what is preicrvcd in his MS hiltory. There is among the ancient

files in the Recorder's office, ;m i.ivoice of goods fcnt over in i6_5i,

fjhfcribt;'. br all the above namo;, e^cent th-: l.il>, in \v!;of<- fteadij

fubiVribed Willium f^ylc;..

Kovem. 3*

Match, vol.
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Ferdinando Gorges, Captain John Mafon, 1631.

John Cotton, Henry Gardner, George *—-—

'

Griffith, Edwin Gay, Thomas Warner-
ton, Thomas Eyre and Ehezer Eyre, who,
it is faid had already expended three

thoufand pounds in the undertaking.

They were to pay forty- eight pounds per

annum by way of acknowledgement to

the prefident and council, if demanded.

Captain Camocke, a relation of the Earl Hubiiard's

of Warwick, with Henry Jocelyn, who ^^*

were then intending a voyage hither were

appointed to put the grantees in poiTeflion,

Within this patent are comprehended the

townsof Portfmouth,Newca{llc,andRye,

with part of Newington and Greenland.

The whole interefl being thus divided

into two parts, Captain Thomas Wiggeii

was appointed agent for the upper, and

Captain Walter Neal for the lower plan-

tation; with him were alibciated Ambrofe
Gibbons, George Vaughan, ThomasWar-

j^g ^^^,,^,^

nerton, Humphry Chadbourne and one

Godfrie as fuperintendants of the feveral

bufinefTes of trade, filliery, falt-making,

building and hufbandry. Neal refided at

Little-Harbour with Godfrie who had the

care of the fifhery. Chadbourne built an

houfe at Strawberry-bank, Vvhich was call-

ed the great houfe ^ in which Warnerton

C rcfidcd.
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refided. Gibbons had the care of a faw-*

mill, and lived in a palifaded houfe at

Newichwannock, where he carried on
trade with the Indians. He afterward re-

moved to Sander*s-point, where the ad-

venturers gave him a fettlement for his

faithful fervices. He was fucceeded at

Newichwannock by Chadboiime, whofc
pofterity are perfons of principal figure

and intereft there at this day. The pro-

prietors were alfo careful to provide for

the defence of their plantations, and fent

over feveral cannon which they dire(3:ed

their agents to mount in the moft conve-

nient place for a fort. They accordingly

placed them on the northeaft point of the

Great-Ifland at the mouth of the harbour,

and laid out the ground ** about a bow-
** fhot back from the water-lide to an high
** rock, on which it was intended in time
** to build the principal fort.*'

A great part of Captain Neal's errand

was to penetrate the interior part of the

province of Laconia, concerning which

the adventurers had formed very fanguine

expedlations. It was defcribed as con-

taining divers lakes, and extending back

to a great lake and river in the country of

the Iroquois. This river was faid to be

fair and large, containing many fruitful

iflands ;
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iflands ; the air pure and falubrious ; the 1 620.

country pleafant, having fome high hills ; *—-—

'

full of goodly forefts, fairvallies and fer-

tile plains ; abounding in corn, vines,

chefnuts, walnuts, and many other forts

of fruit ; the rivers well ftored with fillip

and environed with goodly meadows full

of timber-trees. In the great lake were
faid to be four iflands, full of pleafant

woods and meadows, having great ftore

of flags, fallow-deer, elks, roe-bucks,

beavers and other game, and thefe iflands

were fuppofed to be commodioufly fituat-

ed for habitation and traffic, in the midfl:

of a fine lake, abounding with the mofb

delicate fifh. No one who is acquainted

with the interior part of the country in its

wildernefs fl:ate, can forbear fmiling at

this romantic defcription, penned in the

true fiyle of adventurers t yet fuch an im-

prefTion had the charms of Laconia made

on the minds of our firfl: fettlers, that

Neal fet out on foot, in company with i6t2»

Jocelyn and Darby Field, to difcover thefe ^—v—

'

beautiful lakes, and fettle a trade with the

Indians by pinnaces, imagining the dif-

tance to be fhort of an hundred miles.

In the courfe of their travels, they vifited

the white mountains, which they defcrib-

ed in the fame romantic ilyle, to be a

C 2 ridge.
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163a. ridge, extending an hundred leagues, on

^]Zd~^
which fnow iieth all the year, and inac-

rarit.es of ceffiWe but Bv the gullies which the dif-

land. " folved fnow hath made : on one of thefe

mountains they reported to have found a

plain of a day*s journey over, whereon
nothing grows but mofs ; and at the fur-

tlier end of this plain, a rude heap of

mafly ftones, piled up on one another a

mile high ; on which one might afcend

from ftone to ftone, like a pair of wind-
ing flairs, to the top, where was another

level of about an acre, with a pond of

clear water. This fummit was faid to be

far above the clouds, and from hence

they beheld a vapor like a vafl: pillar,

drawn up by the fun-beams, out of a

great lake into the air, Vv/here it was form-

ed into a cloud. The country beyond

thefe mountains northward, was faid to

be " daunting terrible," full of rqcky

hills, as thick as mole-hills in a meadow,
and clothed with infinite thick woods.

They had great expectation of finding

precious llones on thefe mountains ; and

H ibbard's fomething rcfembling chry flal being pick-
-liHift,

^j ^p^ ^^g fufxicient to giwQ them the

name of the Chrystal-Hills. From
hence they continued their route in fearch

of the lake; till finding their provifion

almcfl
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almoflfpent, and the forefts of Laconia 1632.

yielding no fupply, they were obHgedto ' ^
'

return when they fuppofed themfelves fo

far advanced, that '* the difcovery wanted
** but one day's journey of being finilh- h'iSa.
*< ed^ " merica, p.

.*

. . .
4^-

This expedition , being ended , was fuc-

ceededby one of another kind. The coaft

was alarmed by the report of a pirate, one

Dixy Bull; who with fifteen others, be-

ing employed in the Indian trade at the

eaflward had taken feveral boats- and rifled

the fort atPemaquid. Neal, in conjunc-

tion with the others, equipped four pin-

naces and fhallops,manned with forty men,

being all the force that both plantations

could fpare, who, being joined by twenty

more in a bark from Bofton, proceeded to

Pemaquid ; but contrary winds and bad

weather obliged them to return without

meeting the pirates, who made their way
farther to the eaftward, and at length got

to England ; where Bull met with his de-

ferts. The company on their return

hanged, at Richmond's ifland, an Indian Annai,,'

who had been concerned in the murder of

an Englilhman.

The
* Mr. Hubbard, and after him Governor Hutchinfon, place this dif-

covery of the White Hills in 1642. But as Neal had pofitive orders

todifcoverthe lakes, and tamed but iliree vears in the country, employ-

ing great part of his time in fearcliing the woods, i' is probable that

Mr. Hubbard mlftook one Uwn in h:; date.
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1633. The next yearNeal and Wiggen joined

' * ' in furveying their refpedtive patents, and
laying out the towns of Portfmouth and
Northam, and another which was called

Hampton, though no fettlement had been

made there. They alfo agreed with

Whelewright that the plantation which he

had undertaken to make at Squamfcot falls,

Ihould be called Exeter ; and determined

the bounds between his land and theirs.

This furvey was made by order of the

company of Laconia, who gave names to

the four towns, and the tranfadiion was

Mr^de"s^of. ^^ty reported to them : foon after which

Neal returned to England.

From a number of letters that pafTed

between the adventurers and Gibbons their

fadlor, and which are yet prefervcd, it ap^

pears that their views were chiefly turned

toward the difcovery of the lakes and of

mines j the cultivation of grapes, and the

advantages of trade and fifhery ; and that

little regard was had to agriculture, the

fu reft foundation ofall other improvements

in fuch a country as this. They often

complain of their expences, as indeed they

might with rcafon; for they had not only

to pay wages to their colonifts, but to fup-

ply them with provilions, rlothing, uten-

fils, medicines, articles of trade, imple-

ments
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ments for building, hufbandry and fifhing, 1633.

and to ftock their plantations with cattle, *—'—

'

fwine, and goats. Bread was eitherbrought

from England in meal, or from Virginia Prmce's

in grain, and then fent to the wind-mill voL2. p.

at Bofton, there being none ereded here.
^'''

'''''

Very little improvement was made on the

lands ; the lakes were not explored ; the

vines were planted but came to nothing ;

no mines were found but thofe of iron,

andthefe were not wrought; three or four

houfes only were built within the firft fc-

ven years ; the peltry trade with the In-

dians was of fome value, and the fiihery

ferved for the ftipport of the inhabitants;

but yielded no great profit to the adven-

turers, who received but inadequate re-

turns in lumber and furs. They favv their

intereft finking apace, and grew difpirit-

cd ; and the major part of them either re-

linquiflied the defign, or fold their fhares

to Mafon and Gorges, who were moreian-

guine than therelf, and became (cither by

purchafe or tacit confent of the others) the

principal, if not fole proprietors. Thefe

gentlemen renewed their exertions with

greater vigour, fent over a frcfh fupply of

Servants, and materials for carrying on the ^ 634.

fettlement,and appointed FrancisWilliams

iheir governor. He was a gentleman of

gooij
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1 634. good fenfe and difcretion j and fo very

H^ibwd'
acceptable to the people, that when they

MS Hift. combined in a body politic they continu-

ed him at their head.

1635. The charter by which the council of
'''^ Plymouth was eftablifhed, had been from

the beginning difreliflied by the Virginia

company ; who fpared no pains to get it

revoked. Their applications to the king

proved fruitlefsj but when the parliament

began to enquire into the grievances of

NaTrTtive, ^^^c nation, this patent was complained of
l».2z&44. as a monopoly. Sir Fetdinando Gorges,

being fummoned, appeared before them,

and both in pcrfon and by his council de-

fended it in a mafterly manner, but in

vain ; for when the national grievances

were prefcnted to the throne, the patent

of New-England was the firft. The coun-

cil alfo was in difrepute with the high-

church party, for having encouraged the

Settlement of the Plymouth and Mallachu-

fetrs tolonids, v\ ho ficd from their perfe-

cutions. Thcfc prejudices ag^inrt: them,

operating as difcouragcments to their un-

dertaking, inuuccd the ccuv;cii to relign

ll.eir charter to tlic king ; having previ-

ouily taken care to fecurc ioine portion of

the expiring intercft to luch of themfelves

ris were diipcfcd to accept it. The fcheme

they
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they had in view was to divide their ter- 1635.

ritory into twelve provinces, under as ma- ' '
'

ny proprietary governors,. ilibjed:!; to one

general governor ; and they went fo far

as to nominate Gorges, then thrcefcore

years of age, for the perfon, and build a

Ihip of war, which was to bring him over

and remain in the fervice of the country.

But the fhip fell and broke in the launch- Hubbard.-j

ing } and their proje(fl not being fuffi- ^^ '''^•

ciently attended to by thofe in power, they

w^ere obliged to be content with fuch grants

asthey could make, of thofe diftridts, in-

to which they had divided the country.

That which was made to Mafon com-
prehended both his former patents, ex-

tended from Naumkeag to Pafcataqua,

and fixty miles northweflward within the

land, together with the fouth half of the

Ifles of Shoals, and ten thoufand acres at

Sagadahock ; laving to thofe already fet-

tled within thefe limits, the property of ^''"°/''>«
I i- J sup. ' OLr.

their lawful grants on paying " fomc
** fmall acknowledgment" to the proprie- Ms^uil*

tor. This grant was dated the twenty-

fecond of April*. In June following the

council

** Whether Cipt Mafon had liis title confirmed by the king

ifter the furrendc: of the ch.irier is a point that lias been quef.

tioned. I Ciali hc:e coUedl yihat evidence 1 have met with on both
iidts.

n a pamphlet publifiied in 1728, ccatainirg a detail of the

grania
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council furrcndered their charter to the

king ; and in September Gorges fold to

Mafon a tradl ofland on the northeaft fide

of the river Pafcataqua, extending three

miles in breadth, and following the courfe

of the river from its mouth to its fartheft

head, including the faw-mill which had

been built at the falls of Newichwannock.
But death, which puts an end to the

faireft profpeds, cut off all the hopes

which
grants and tranfaftions of Capt. Mafon» it is faid *• K. Charles I.

•'by charter dated Aug. 19, 1635, gives, grants and confirms unto

••Capt. John Mafon, then called treafurer and paymafter of his

•' army, his heirs and afligns, all the aforefaid tra£l of land grant-

•• ed to him by the council of Plymouth, fcy the name of the pre»

" vince of New-Hampfhire ; v/iih foiuer ofgo-vernment, and as am-
«' pie jurifdi£tion and prerogatives as ufed by the bifhop of Dur-
•' ham ;. creating him and his aforefaids abfolutt lordi and froprietcrs

" of the province of New-Hampfhire, with power of conferring

" honours," &c. On this authority (I fuppofe ) Douglas has af-

fcrtcd the fame thing. On which Hutchinfon remarks '• This is

*' not probable. His heirs were certainly unacquainted with it,

" or they would have made mention of it before the king in coun-
» cil in 1691." The report of the Lords Chief Juftices in 1677,

wherein the feveral grants are recited, makes no mention of this:

But on the contrary it is laid, «' As to Mr. Mafon'i right ofgoiern-
•' ment within the foil he claimed, fheir lorufnips, and indeed his

" own council, agreed Le had none ; the great council ot Plymouth,

"under whom he claimed, having no power to transfer govern-

" ment to apY." The Lords •f Trade in a report lo the king in

J 753, fay, «» Itisallcdgcd that this laft grant to Mafon was ratified

•' and confirmed by the crown, by charter dated Aug. 19, 1635,
" with full power of civil jurifdi(fHon and government, but nojuck
*' charter as 1 ')is appears upon record. "

None of Mafon's heirs ever attempted t* affume government by

virtue offuch a charter, as the heirs of Gorges did in the province

of Maine. Robert Mifon was appointed councellor by mandamus,
and Samuel Allen, who purchafed the title, was governor by com-
minion from the crown.

There is an original letter in the Recorder's files, written by

George V'aughan to Ambrofe Gibbons, both faiflcrs for the compa-

ny of Laconia, April 10, 1636, long before any controverfy aroTe

on this point, which may give more light to it than any thing riiaC

liat yet been publifhed. See AppeHdix. No XI.
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which Mafon had entertained of aggran- 1635.

dizing his fortune, by the fettlement of *

—

"
'

New-Hampfliire. By his laft will, which

he iigned a few days before his death, he Nov. *«,

difpofed of his American eflate in the fol-

lowing manner, viz. ' To the corporation

* of Lynn Regis in Norfolk the place of
* his nativity, he gave two thoufand acres

* of land in New-Hampfhire, fubjedt to

' the yearly rent of one penny per acre to

* his heirs, and two fifths of all mines
* royal ; on condition that five families

* fhould within five years be fettled there-

* upon. To his brother in law John Wal-
* lafton, three thoufand acres, fubjedt to

* the yearly rent of one fliilling. To his

' grandchild Anne Tufton, ten thoufand

* acres at Sagadahock. To Robert Tufton,
* his grandfon, he gave his manor of
* Mafon-hall, on condition that he fhould

' take the furname of Mafon. He alfo

* gave to his brother Wallafton in trufi:,

* one thoufand acres for the maintenance
* of ** an honeft, godly and religious

** preacher of God's word ;"'* and one
* thoufand more for the fupport of a

* grammar-fchool ; each of thefe eflates

* to be conveyed to feoffees in trufl,

* and their fucceflors, paying annually

,* one penny per acre to his heirs. The
* refidue
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5', ' rcfidue of his eflate in New-Hampfhirc
^ ^^"^ * he gave to his grand (on John Tufton,

* he taking the furname of Mafon, and to

* his lawful ifTue ; or in want thereof to

* Robert Tufton and his lawful ifTue ; or

* in want thereof to Do(ftor Robert Mafon,
^ chancellor of the diocefe of Winchefter,
* and his lawful iiTue ; ©r, in want offuch
' iflue, to his own other right heirs for-

* ever j provided that it fhould not go out
^ of the name of Mafon. The refiduary

* legatee was required to pay five hundred
* pounds out of his eflate to his fifler

* Mary, and all the grandchildren were
' to relinquifli their right to one thoufand

* pounds due from this eftate to their fa-

* ther Jofeph Tufton.' The eftate in

Voani'T ^'"I'^crica was valued in the inventory at

ten thoufand pounds fterling.

TheMalTachufetts planters viewed Ma-
fon as their enemy, becaufe he with

Gorges had privately encouraged fomc
perlons whom they had cenfured and fent

home, to petition againll then^i as diiTaffec-

ted to the government ; and had endea-

voured to 2:et th'^ir charter fet aiide, to

make way tor the Icheme of a general

governor'^.

But

, Iltivi;"'-! r''.at-s i.hc foi^vMng ancrdotc, without rrcn-

;he r.a;jic j: .:>.e peii'on. " One of the £,';'-.t!:roen who
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But though Mafon and Gorges had not 163^.

the fame religious views with the M-^lia- *

—

-•
—

^

chufetts phinters, yet their memory de-

ferves refped:. They were both heartily

engaged in the fettlem.ent of the country ;

they funk their eftates in the undertaking,

and reaped no profit to themfelves ; yet

their enterprizing fpirit excited emulation

in others, who had the advantage of im-

proving their plans and avoiding their

miftakes. Gorges accounted for the ill

fuccefs of his adventures in the following

manner. 1 . He be/ran when there was ^'^'-'•'*

no hope of any thing for the prefent but ^'- a-

lofs J as he had hrll: to feck a place ;

which, being found, was a wildernei's ;

and fo gloomy was theprofped:, that he

could fcarcely procure any to go,much lef^

to refide in it ; and thofe whom he a^

length fent, could not fubfifl: but en the

provifiuns with which he fupplicd them.

2. He fought not barely his own profit,

but

"was known to be one of the gventeft advtrfirlej to the afF.iir? o?
«« th&fMaffachufeits, fell fick and died. In his licknefs he leu!;

" for tlie minirter, and bewailed lis enmity ajai;:;} them : A?.d

"pramiled if he recovered, he would be as good a friend toNen--
•• England, as he had been an enemy ; but iiis f.;tai huur bei:.

;

' corae, his purpofes of that nature were i;;t off. The pnujg"
'aforegoing was certified by letters from lord S.iy and others to

*' the governor of New-Kngland about tl;e year 1635." Itappe.iii

from Governor Winthrop's Journal, that this w.is Mo:tor>
1636, " T.he laft winter Capt. Nhfon died. He wss the chi?:
" mover, in all attempts againtl us ; and wds to havi fent the ?•::•..

" «-al governor; and for this rnd was providing fiiios. litit ih,»

"Lord ;;: men-.' ukinj hlin a;-uv, ill tht l-jfref; fell ^n fi.-iv,"

n-:-h-n. f --;



30 HISTORYOF
^^35- ^^^ ^^^^ thorough difcovery of the CGun~
*

—

^
—

' try ; wherein he went fo far (with the help

ot his alfoeiates) as to open the way for

others to make their gain. 3. He hevcr

went in perfon to overfee the people

whom he employed. 4. There was no
lettled government to punilh offenders^

or mifpenders ot their maflers goods.

Two otherthings contributed tothedifap-

pointment in as great, if not a greater de-

gree than what he has affigned. The one
was that inflead of applying themfelves

chiefly to hufbandry, the original fource

of wealth and independence in fuch a

country as this ; he and his aflbciates,

being merchants, were rather intent on

trade and fifliery as their primary objed:s.

Thefe cannot be profitable in a new
country, until the foundation is laid in

the cultivation of the lands. If the lum-

ber trade and fiiliery can not now be car-

ried on to advantage, without the conftant

aid of hufbandry in their neighbourhood,

liow could a colony of traders and fiiher-

men make profitable returns to their em-

ployers, when the hufbandry necefTaiy

for their fupport was at the diflance of

Virginia or England ? The other miflake

w'hich thefe adventurers fell into was the

idea of lordfliip, and the granting of lands

not
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not as freeholds, but by leafes fubjedl to 1635
quit rents. To fettle a colony of tenants

'

—

^~^

in a climate fo far northward, where the

charges of fubfiftence and improvement

were much greater than the value of the

lands,after the improvements were made ;

efpecially in the neighbourhood of {o re-

fpe(5table and growing a colony as that of

Maffachufetts, was indeed a chimerical

proje(ft ; and had not the wifer people

among them fought an union with Maf-
fachufetts, in all probability the fettle-

ments mull have been deferted.

CHAP.
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CHAP. I.

'troubles at Dover. Settlements cfExetef
ami Hampton . Ruin of Mafon 'j- intereji.

Story of Underbill. Combinations at

Portfmouth and Dover.. Union of Neii'-

Ha?npJJ:ire iinth Maffaehufctts.

WHILST the lower plantation on
the river Pafcataqua lay under dif-

couragement by the death of its principal

patron, the upper fettlement, though car-

ried on with more fiiccefs, had peculiar

difficulties to llruo^de with. Two thirds

of this patent belonged to lome merchants

of Briflol, the other third to fome of

Shrewfbury ; and there was an agreement

that the divilion fiiould be made by indif-

ferent men. Captain Wiggen who was

fent over to fuperintend their affiiirs, af-

ter about one year's refidence in the coun-

try made a voyage to England, to pro-

cure more ample means for carrying on

the plantation. In the mean time thofe

of Briilol had fold their interefl to the

lords Say and Broke, George Willys- and

William Whiting, who continued Wig-
gen in the agency, and procured a con-

fiderable number of famihes in tlie Weft

of England, fome of whom were of good

eftates,
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estates, and ** of fomc account for relig- 1633.
*' ion," to come over and increafe the col- ^r~^

, ,
Hubbard's

ony. It appears from ancient records ms Hift.
-'

_
i^ i

. Dover Re-
that Wiggen had a power of granting cords.

lands to the fettlcrs ; but, as trade was

their principal objedl, they took up fmall

lots, intending to build a compad: town
on Dover Neck, which lies between two
branches of the river, and is a fine, dry,

and healthy fituation ; fo high as to com-
mand all the neighbouring (hores, and af-

ford a very exteniive and delightful prof-

pe6t. On the moft inviting part of this

eminence they built a meetinghoufe, which

was afterwards furrounded with an en-

trenchment and flankarts, the remains of

which are ftill vifible. Wiggen alfobrought

over William Leverich a worthy and able

puritan minifler ; but his allowance from
the adventurers proving too fmall for his

fupport in a new country, where all the

nccefTaries of life were (carce and dear, he

was obliged to remove to the fouthward ;

and fettled at Sandwich in the colony of

Plymouth. This proved an unhappy

event to the people, who, being left def-

: itute of regular inflrudiion, were expofed

to the inirufions of artful impoflors.

The nrfl of thefe was one Burdet. He 1 634.

h.adbecn a minifler at Yarmouth in Eng;- ^fT^c* Hubbard'?

land ; but either really or pretendedly tak- ms Hia.

D ing
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ing offence at the extravagancies of the

bilhops and fpiritual courts, came over to

New-England, and joined with the church

in Salem, who employed him for a year

or two as a preacher, being a good fchol-

ar and plaufible in his behaviour. But,

difgufted with the ftridnefs of their dif-

16^6, cipline, he removed lo Dover ; and con-
'——

' tinued for fome time in good efteem with

the people as a preacher ; till by artful

infinuations he raifed fuch a jeatoufy in

their minds againft Wiggen their gover-

nor, that they deprived him of his office,

and elected Burdet in his place.

During his refidence here, he carried

on acorrefpondence with Archbifliop Laud
to the difadvantage of the MafTachufetts

colony, reprefenting them as hypocritical

and difaffed:ed, and that under pretence

ofgreater purity and difcipline in matters

of religion, they were aiming at indepen-

dent fovereignty : it being accounted per-

jury and trcafon by their general court, to

fpcak of appeals to the king. The pre-

late thanked him for his zeal in the

1638. king's fervice, and alTured him that care

fhould be taken to redrefs thofe diforders

when Icifure from their other concerns

would permit. This letter of the arch-

hifhop was intercepted, and flievvntothc

governor of Maflachufetts. Burdet 's vil-

lainy
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lainy was confidered as the more atro- 1638.

cious, becaufe he had been admitted a free- '
^^

man of their corporation, and had taken

theoathoffideHty. A copy of his own let-

ter was afterward found in his clofet.

About this time, the Antinomian con-

troverfy at Bofton having occafioned the

banifliment of the principal perfons of that

fed:, feveral of them retired to this fettle-

ment, being without the jurifdidlion of

MafTachufetts. When this was known.
Governor Winthrop wrote to Wiggen,
Burdet and others of this plantation, * that

* as there had hitherto been a good corre-

* fpondence between them it would be
* much refented if they fliould receive the

* exiles j and intimating the intention of
* the general court to furvey the utmojfl

* limits of their patent, and make ufe of
* them/ To this Burdet returned a

fcornful anfwer, refufmg to give the gov-

ernor his title. The o-overnor thouoht

of citing him to court to anfwer for his

rontcmpt ; but was oifTuaded from it by
Dudley, the deputy-governor, who judg-

ed it imprudent to exafperate him, left he

fliould avenge himfelf by farther accufing

them to their enemies in England. The
governor contented himfelf with fendins;

*o Milton an account ot Burdet's bebavi-

D 2 our.
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1638. our, inclofing a copy of his letter, and
^~>^~^ cautioning the people not to put them-

felves too far under his power. His true

character did not long remain fecret ; for

being dete(5ted in fome lewd actions he

made a precipitate removal to Agamenti-

cus [now York] in the province ot Maine,

where he alfo afllimed to rule, and contin-

ued a courfe of injuftice and adultery till

the arrival of Thomas Gorges, their gov-

ernor, [1640] who had laid a fine on him,

and feized his cattle for the paymentof it*.

He appealed to the king, but his appeal

not being admitted, he departed for Eng-
land full of enmity againft thefe planta-

tions. When he arrived, he found all in

confuiion ; and falling in with the royal-

ifts was taken and imprifoned by the par-

liamentary party, which is the lall: account

we have of him.

One ot the exiles on account of the An-
tinomian controverfy, was John Whele-
wright, brother to the famous Anne Hutch-
infon. He had been a preacher at Brain-

tree, which was then part of Bofton, and

was a gentleman of learning, piety and

zeal. Having engaged to make a fettle-

ment within ten years, on the lands he

had

* The records of the court mention him as *' a man of ill name
" anl fame, infamous for iiicontinency. '' Lib. A. Sept. 8th,

:6|o.
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had purchafed of the Indians at Squam- 1638.

fcot falls, he with a number of his adhcr- ^—^ '

ents began a plantation there, which ac-

cording to the agreement made with Ma-
fon's agents they called Kxeter. Having

obtained a difmiflion from the church in

Bofton*, they formed themfelves into a

church J and judging themfelves without

the jurifdidiion of MalTachufetts, they

combined into a feparate body politic, and

chofe rulers and affiftants, who \<-ere

fworn to the duedifcharge of their office,

and the people were as folemnly fworn to ''°"^'-

obey them. Their rulers were Ifaac

GrolTe, Nicholas Needham, and Thomas
Wilfon ; each of whom continued in of-

fice the fpace of a year, having two affift-

ants. The laws were made in a popular

nifembly, and formally confented to by the

rulers. Treafon, and rebellion againft the

king (who is flyled ** the Lord's anoint-

ed") or the country, were made capital

crimes ; and fedition was punifhable by a

iine of ten pounds, or otherwife, at the

difcretion of the court. This combina-
tion fubfifled three years.

About

* The names of thofc who were thus difmifTed were,

John Whelcwright, Chriftopher Marlhall,
Richard Merrys, George B:;ytes,

Richard Bulgar, Thomas Wardell,
Philemon Purmof, William Wardell.
Ifaac Groffe, (Doilon Chh. Records.)
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1638. About the fame time a plantation was
'"""^

' formed at Winnicumet, which was called

Hampton. The principal inducement to

the making this fettlcment was the very

extenfive falt-marfli, which was extreme-

ly valuable, as the uplands were not cul-

tivated fo as to produce a fufficiency of

hay for the fupport of cattle. With a

view to fecure thefc meadows, the general

court of Maffachufetts had [in 1 636] cm-

powered Mr. Dummer ofNewbury, with

John Spencer, to build an houfe there at

^5.fi^. Re- thc cxpence of the colony, which was to

be refunded by thofe who fhould fettle

there. Accordingly an houfe was built,

and commonly called the Bound-houfe ;

though it was intended as a mark of pof-

felTion rather than of limits. The archi-

ted: was Nicholas Eaflon, who foon after

Century
" rcmovcd to Rhode-Ifland, and built the

"gi"' firft Englifh houfe in Newport.

This entrance being made, a petition

was prefented to the court by a number

of perfons, chiefly from Norfolk in Eng-

Maffa. Re- land, praying for liberty to fettle there,

'P- which was granted them. They began

the fettlement by laying out a townlhip

in one hundred and forty-feven fhares ;

and having formed a church, chofc Ste-

phen Batchclor for their miniHer, with

whom

MS of Mr
Cook in.

ord
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whom Timothy Daltoa was foon after

afTociated. The number of the firft in-

habitants was fifty-fix*.

The authority of MalTachufetts having

cflabhlhed this fettlement, they, from the

beginning, confidered it as belonging to

their colony. Though the agent of Ma- Msoepo.

fon's eftate made fome objed:ion to their sup. Court

proceeding, yet no legal method being

taken to controvert this extenfion of their

claim, the way was prepared for one flill

greater, which many circumftances con-

curred to eftablilli.

After the death of Captain Mafon, his

widow and executrix fent over Francis

Norton as her ' 'general attorney;*' towhom
flie committed the whole management of Msoepo.

theeftate. But the expence fo far exceed- supSn
ed the income, and the fervants grew fo

impatient for their arrears, that fhe was
obliged to relinquifli the care of the plan-

tation, and tell the fervants that they muft
fhift for themfelves. Upon which they

fhared the goods and cattle. Norton drove

above an hundred oxen to Bofton, and

there

Some of their names are mentioned in the Court Records, vii,

Stephen Batchelor, Thomas Molton,

Chriftapher Hufley, William Eftow,

Mary Huffey, wido*, William Palmer,

Thomas Crcmwell^ Wiii;am Sergeant,

Samuel SkuUard, Kichiri Swayne,

John Ofgood, V/ilHam Sanders

i

Samuel GieenfielJ, Robert Tucks.

}ohn Molto?. John Cra;>

Aane Ma
foa's Let.

tcrs, and

files.
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1638. there fold them for twenty-five pounds
' " ' fterlirig per head, which it is faid was the

current price of the beft cattle in New-
England at that time. Thefe were of a

large breed, imported from Denmark,
from whence Mafon had alfo procured a

number of men {killed in fawfng planks

and making potafhes. Having (hared the

flock and other materials,fome of the peo-

ple quitted the plantation j others of them
tarried, keeping pofTelTion ofthe buildings

and improvements, which they claimed

as their own ; the houfes at Newichwan-
nock were burned : and thus Mafon's

cftate was ruined. Thefe events hap-

pened between 1638 and 1644.

Among the Antinomians who were ba-

Ms^H a
' riJfl'^ctl from Bofton, and took refuge in

thefe plantations, was Captain John Un-
derbill, in whofe ftory will appear fome

very ftrong chara6teriftics of the fpirit of

thefe times. He had been a foldier in the

Netherlands, and was brought over to

New-England by Governor Winthrop,

to train the people in military difcipline.

He fervcd the country in the Pequod war,

and was in fuch reputation in the town of
Prince's Bofton, that they had chofcn him one of
Annals,

i • i • -rv i • t • 1
MS. their deputies. Deeply tindlured with

Antinomian principles, and pofleiTcd of

an
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an high degree of enthufiafm, he made a 1638.

capital figure in the controverfy ; being * "
'

one of the fubfcribers . to a petition in

which the court was cenfured, with an

indecent feverity, for their proceedings

againft Whdewright. For this offence he

was disfranchifed. He then made avoyage

to England; and upon his return petitioned 1637/^
"

the court for thre hundred acres of land

which had beenpromifed him. for his form-

er fervices, intending to remove after

Whclevvright. In his petition he acknowl-
edged his offence in condemning the court,

and declared '* that the Lord had brought
** him to a fenfe of his fin in that refped:,

** fo that he had been in great trouble on
** account thereof.** On this occafion the

court thought proper to qucflion him
concerning an offenfive expreflion, which

he had uttered on board the (hip in which

he came from England, " that the gov-
** ernment at Bofton were as zealous as

'' the fcribes and Pharifees, and as Paul

" before his converfion.'* He denied the

charge, and it was proved to his face

by a woman who was paffenger with

him, and whom he had endeavoured

to feduce to his opinions. He was

alfo queftioncd for what he had faid to

her concerning the manner of his receiv-

ing
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1638. ing afTurance, which was, '* that having
i—,—

/

it long lain under a fpirit of bondage, he
* * could get no alTurance ; till at length as
** he was taking a pipe of tobacco, the
*' fpirit fet home upon him an abfolute
** promifeoffreegiace,withfuch afTurance
** and joy that he had never lince doubt-
*' ed ot his good eftate, neither fhould he,

** whatever iinshe might fall into." This

he would neither own nor deny j but ob-

jed;ed to the fufficiency of a fingle tefli-

mony. The court committed him for

abufing them with a pretended retradlion,

and the next day pafled the fentence of

banifliment upon him. Being allowed

the liberty of attending public worfliip,

his enthufiaftic zeal broke out in a fpeech

in which he endeavoured to prove ** that

*' as the Lord was pleafed to convert Saul
** while he was perfecuting, fo he might
** manifefl himfelf to him while making a
*' moderate ufe of the good creature to-

*' bacco ; pro felling withal that he knew
*' not wherein he had deferved the cen-
** fure of the court.** The elders reprov-

ed him for this inconfiderate fpeech ; and

Mr. Cotton told him, ** that though God
' * often laid a man under a fpirit of bon-
" dage while walking m fin, as was the
'' cafe with Paul. vet he never fent a fpir-

'*
it
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*' of comfort but in an ordinance, as he 1638.
*' did to Paul by the miniftry of Anani- ^^^^—

'

*' as j and therefore exhorted him to ex-
*' amine carefully the revelation and joy
*• to which he pretended.** The fame

week he was privately dealt with on fuf-

picion of adultery, which he difregarded;

and therefore on the next fabbath was
queflioned for it before the church ; but

the evidence not being fufficient to con-

vict: him, the church could only admon-

ifh him.

Thefe proceedings, civil aad ecclcfiafti-

cal, being finilhed, he removed out of

their jurifdi(5tion ; and after a while came

to Dover, where he procured the place of

jTovernor in the room of Burdet. Gover-

nor Winthrop hearing of this, wrote to

Hilton and others of this plantation, in-

forming them of his charadler. Under-

bill intercepted the letter, and returned a

bitter anfwer to Mr. Cotton ; and wrote

another letter full of reproaches againft

the governor to a gentleman of his family,

whilfl: he addrelTed the governor himfelf

in a fawning obfequious ftrain, begging

an obliteration of former mifcarriages,

and a bearing with human infirmities.

Thefe letters were all fent back to Hilton ;

but too late to prevent his advancement.

Being



44 HISTORY O F

[ 639. Being fettled in his government, be pro-
>—,—

' cured a church to be gathered at Dover

who chofe HanfcrdKnollys for their min-

ifter. He had come over from England

the year before ; but being an Anabapt-

ift of the Antinomian caft, was not

well received in Maffachufetts, and came
hither while Burdet was in office, who for-

bad his preaching ; but Underbill, agree-

ing better with him, prevailed to have hini

chofen their miniiler. To ingratiate him.-

felf with his new patron, Knollys Vv^rote

in his favour to the church in Bofton ;

ftyling him " The right worlhipful their

honoured governor.'* Notwithftanding

which they cited him again to appear be-

fore them ; the court granting him fafe

conduct. At the fame time complaint

was made to the chief inhabitants on the

river, of the breach of friendfhip in ad-

vancing Underbill after his rejcdiion ; and
a copy of Knollys's letter was returned,

wherein he had written that '* Underbill
*' was an inftrument of God for their

*' ruin," and it was inquired whether
that letter was written by the deiire or

confent of the people. The principal per-

fons of Portfmouth and Dover difclaimed

his mifcarriagcs, and expreifed their read-

inels to call him to account when a pro-

per
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per information Ihould be prefented ; but '• 639.

begged that no force might be fent againil ' •

him. By his inftigation Knoliys had al-

fo written to his friends in England, a ca-

lumnious letter againft the MafTachufetts

planters, reprefenting them as more arbi-

trary than the high commiffion court, and

that therewas no real religion in the coun-

try. A copy of this letter being fcnt from

England to Governor Winthrop, Knoliys

was fo afliamed at the difcovery, that ob-

taining a licence, he went to Bofton ; and

at the public lecture before the governor,

magiftrates, minifters and the congrega-

tion, made confeflion of his fault, and

wrote a retraction to his friends in Eng-
land, which he left with the governor to

be fent to them.

Underbill was fo affedled with his friend's

humiliation,andthedifafFe6lion of the peo-

ple of Pafcataqua to him., that he refoived

to retrieve his charadcr in the fime v/ay.

Having obtained fafe conducft, he went to

Bofton, andin the fame public manner ac-

knowledged his adultery, his difrefpe6t to

the government and the juflice of their

proceedings againft him : But his confef-

lion was mixed Vv'ith fo many excufes and

extenuations that it gave no fatisfad:ion ;

and the evidence of his fcandalou? deport-

ment
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1639. nient being now undeniable, the church
'

—

'
—

' pafTed the fentence of excommunication,

to which he feemed to fubmit, and appear-

ed much dejected whilft he remained there.

Upon his return, to pleafe fome difaf-

feded perfons at the mouth of the river,

he fent thirteen armed men to Exeter to

refcue out of the officer's hand one Fifli,

who had been taken into cuflody for

fpeaking againfl: the king. The people of

Dover forbad his coming into their court

till they had confidered his crimes and he

promifed to refign his place if they

ihould difapprove his condutft; but hear-

ing that they were determined to remove

him, he ruflied into court in a paffion,

tdok his feat, ordered one of the magif-

trates to prifon for faying that he would
not fit with an adulterer, and refufed to

receive his difmiffion, when they voted it.

But they proceeded to choofe another

governor, Roberts, and fent back the

prifoner to Exeter.

1 640. A new fcene of difficulty now arofe.

'

—

—' Thomas Larkham, a native of Lyme in

Dorfetfliire and formerl)^ a minifter at

Northam near Barnftable, who had come
over to New-England, and not favour-

ing the doctrine, nor willing to fubmit to

rhe difcipline of the churches in Maffia-

vi'.ufctts.
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chufetts, came to Dover; and being a 1640.

preacher of good talents, eclipfed Knollys, ' '

'

and raifed a party who determined to re-

move him. He therefore gave way to the

popular prejudice, and fuffered Larkham to

take his place ; who foon difcovered his li-

centious principles by receiving into the

church perfons ofimmoral characters, and

affuming, like Burdet, the civil as well as

ecclefiaftical authority. The better fort of

the people were difpleafed and reftored

Knollys to his office who excommunicated

Larkham. This bred a riot in which Lark-

ham laid hands on Knollys taking away
his hat on pretence that he had not paid

for it i but he was civil enough afterward

to return it. Some of the magiftrates

joined with Larkham, and forming a

court, lummoned Underbill, who was of

Knollys's party to appear before them,

and anfwer to a new crime which they

had to alledge againft him. Underbill

colIed;ed his adherents ; Knollys was

armed with a piftol, and another had a

bible mounted on an halbert for an en-

iign. In this ridiculous parade they

marched againft Larkham and his party,

who prudently declined a combat, and

fent down the river to Williams the gov-

ernor, at Porfmouth, for affiitance.

He
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1 640. He came up in a boat with an armed
^—^—

' party, befet Knollys's houfe where Under-

bill was,guarded it night and day till a court

was fummoned, and then,Williams fitting

as judge, Underbill and his company

were found guilty of a riot, and after be-

ing fined, were banhhed the plantation.

The new crime which Larkham.'s party

alledged againil: Underbill was that he

had been fecretly endeavouring to per-

fuade the inhabitants to offer themfelves

to the government ofMaffachufetts.whofc

favor he was defirous to purchafe, by

thefe means, as he knew that their view

was to extend their jurifdiftion as far as

they imagined their limits reached, when-
ever they ihould find a- favourable oppor-

tunity. The fame policy led him with

his party to fend a petition to Bofton

praying for the interpofition of the govern-

ment in their cafe : In confequcnce of

which the governor and afliftants com-
miffioned Simon Bradftrect, Efq. with the

famous Hugh Peters, then minirler of

Salem, and Timothy Dalton of Hampton,
to enquire into the matter, and effed: a

reconciliation, or certify the ftate of things

to them. Thel'e gentlemen travelled on

foot to Dover, and .finding both fid-js in

fault, brought the niatter to this iffue,

that
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that the one party revoked the excom- 1640.

munication, and the other the fines and ' '

'

banilhment.

In theheatof thefedifputes, adifcovery

was made of KnoUys's failure in point of

chaftity.Heacknowledged his crime before

the church; but they difmifled him and he

returned to England, where he fuffercd

bv the feverity of the lone^ parhament in

1 644. ; and being: forbidden to preach Puritans,

. , , 1

°
1 r 4tovol. II.

in the churches, opened a ieparate meet- p. uj.

ing in Great St. Helen's, from which he

was loon diflodged, and his followers dif-

perfed. He alio lufFered in the caufe of
JJ^Engid'^'

non-conformity in the reign of King ^°'^
^- p-

Charles the fecond, and at length (as it is

faid) died " a good man in a good old

*' age. (September 19, 1691, ^t. 93.) iib."3-p-7

Underbill having finifhed his career in

thefe parts obtained leave to return to

Bofton, and finding honefty to be the befl

policy, did in a large affembly, at the

public lc(n:ure,and during the fitting of the

court, make a fullconfeffion of his adultery

and hypocrify, his pride and contempt of

authority, juftifying the church and court

in all that they had done againft him, de-

claring that his pretended alTurance had

failed him, and that the terror of his mind
had at fome times been fo great, that he had

E drawn

Mather's
Magnal.
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T 640. drawn his fword to put an end to his life.

'

—

''
—

' The church being now fatisfied, reftored

him to their communion. The court, af-

Anna".' tcr Waiting fix months for evidence of his

good behaviour, took off his fentence of

banifhment, and releafed him from the

punilhment of his adultery : The law
which made it capital having been ena(ft-

ed after the crime was committed, could

not touch his life. Some offers being

made him by the Dutch at Hudfon's riv-

HubbarJ's er, whofe language was familiar to him,

the church of Bofton hired a velTel to tranf-

port him and his family thither, furnifh-

ing them with all necefTaries for the voy-

age. The Dutch governor gave him the

command of a company of an hundred

and twenty men, and he was very fervice-

able in the wars which that colony had

with the Indians, having, it is faid, killed

one hundred and fifty on Long- Illand, and

three hundred on^ the Main. He con-

tinued in their fervice till his death.

We find in this relation a flriking in-

ftancc of that fpecies of falfe religion,

which, having its feat in the imagination,

inflead of making the heart better and re-

forming the life, inflames the pafTions,

ftupifies reafon, and produces the wildeft

effeds in the behaviour. The exceffesof

enthufiafm
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enthufiafm have often been obferved to 1640.

lead to fenfual gratifications; the fame na-
'

—

'^
—

'

tural fervour being fufficient to produce

both. It cannot be ftrange that they who
decry morahty, fhould indulge fuch grofs

and fcandalous enormities as are fufficient

to invaudate all thofe evidences of their

religious cht racier on which they lay {o

much firefs. But it is not fo furprifing

that men (hould be thus mifled, as that

fuch frantic zealots fhould ever be reduced

to an acknowledgment of their offences ;

which in this inftance may be afcribed to

the flrid: difcipline then pra6tifed in the

churches, of New-England.
The people of Dover and Portfmouth

during all this time had no powerofgovern-
ment delegated from the crown ; but find-

ing the necefiity offome more determinate

form than they had yet enjoyed, combined

themfelves each into a body politic after

the example of their neighbours at Ex-

eter. The inhabitants of Dover, by a

written infirument, figned by forty one

perfons, agreed to fubmit to the laws of

England, and fuch others as fhould be

enacted by a majority of their number, Hubbard-s

until the royal plcafure ihould be known.
The date of the combination at Portfmouth

i<^ uncertain, their firft book of records

E 2 having

Oclo
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1640. having been deftroyed [in 1652,] aftcjT

j~r^^^ copying out what they then thought pro-

per to preferve. Wilhams, who had been

fentoverby the adventurers, was by annual

fuffrage continued governor of the place,

and with him were alTociated Ambrofc

Gibbons and Thomas Warnerton * in

quahty of affiftants. During this combi-

nation, a grant of fifty acres of land for

May 25. a glebe was made by the governor and in-

habitants -f to Thomas Walford and Hen-

ry Sherburne, church-wardens, and their

fucceflbrs forever, as feoffees in trufl ;

by virtue of which grant the fame land

is flill held, and being let on long leafes,

a confiderable part of the town of Portf-

mouth is built upon it. At this time they

had a parfonage houfe and chapel, and

had chofen Richard Gibfon for their par-

fon, the patronage being vefled in the

parilhioners.

* Warnerton had been a foldisr. Upon the divifionof Mafon'r

ftock and joods he carried his (hare to Pcnobfcot, or fome part of

Nova-Scotia, where he was killed in a fray with the French inhabit-

ants. 1644. fHubbard)

+ This grant is fubfcribed by

Franci: Williams, Governor, Henry Taler,

Amhrofe Gibbons, AiTiftant, John Jones,

William Jones, William Berry,

Rcynald Fernald, John Pifkerin,

^ohn Crowther, John Billing,

Anthony Bracket, John Wotten,

Michael Chatterton. Nicholas Row,

John Wall, Matthew Coe,

Robert Pudington, William Palmer,

Henry Sherburne, (Portf: Rec:)

John Landen,
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parifhioners. Gibfon was fent from Eng- 1640.

land as minifter to a filhing plantation be- ' ^ '

longins: to one Trelawney. He was
*' wholly addided to the hierarchy and throp-s

*
' difcipline of England, and exercifed his fe°^^'

" minifterial fun(5tion*' according to the

ritual. He was fummoned betore the

court at Boftonfor '* fcandalizingthe go-

" vernment there, and denying their

** title;" but upon his fubmiflion, they

difcharged him without line or punifh-

ment, being a ilranger and about to de-

part the country. After his departure the

people of Portfmouth had James Parker* Portf. r^

for their minifter, who was a fcholar

and had been a deputy in the Maftachu-

fetts court. After him they had one

Browne ; and
-f-

Samuel Dudley a fon of

Deputy-

* Governor Wintlirop gives this account of him anj his miuiilry,

{'• 1642. 10 mo:) " Thole of the lower part of Pafcataqua invited

" Mr. James Parker of Weymouth, a godly man, to be their minif- MS Tourn.
' ter. He by advifing with divers of the magillrates and elders accept-

'• ed the call' and went and taught amoag them, this winter, and it

" p'leafed God to give great facccfs to his labours Co as above forty of

" them, whereof the moll had been very profane and fome of them
' profeifed enemies to the way of our churches, wrote to the magillrates

•'and elden, acknowledging tlie finful courfe they had lived in, and
** bewailing the fame, and bjelling God for calling them out of it

•' and earneilly defiring that Mr. Pai Iter might be fettled amongll them.
•' Moft of them fell back again in time, embracing this prefent world."

He afterward removed to Barbadoes and there fettled, (vid Hutchin-

fon's colledlion of papers, p. 155 and 222.) Hutchinfon fuppofes him
to have been mimller of Newbury, miftaking liim for Thomas Parker.

+ Dudley fettled at Exeter in 1650, and died there in 1683, JE:. 77.
" He was aperfon cf good capacity and learning." (Fitch's MS.)
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1 640. Deputy-Governor Dudley ; but thefe were
* ' ' only temporary preachers, and they did

not obtain the regular fettlement of a

minifter for many years.

Four diftind: governments (including

one at Kittery on the north lide of the

river) were now formed on the feveral

branches of Pafcataqua. Thefe combi-
nations being only voluntary agree-

ments, liable to be broken or lubdivided

on the firft popular difcontent, there could

be no fafety in the continuance of them.

The diftradtions in England at this time

had cut off all hope of the royal attention,

and the people of the feveral fettlements

were too much divided in their opinions

to form any general plan of government

which could afford a profpedt of perma-

nent utility. The more confiderate perfons

among them, therefore thought itbefl: to

treat with Maffachufel ts about taking them
under their protedion . That government

was glad of an opportunity to realize the

conftrudion which they had put upon the

claufe of their charter wherein their nor-

thern limits are defined. For a line drawn

from eafl to weft at the diftance of ** three

*' miles to the northward of Merrimack
** river and ofany and every part thereof,"

will take in the whole province of New-
Hampfhire,
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Hampfhire,and the greaterpart of the pro- 1 640.
vince of Maine, i^o that both Mafon's and '—^—

'

Gorges's patents mufthave been vacated.

They had already intimated their intention

to run this eaft and wcfl: line, and prefum-

ing on the juftice of their claim, they rea-

dily entered into a negotiation with the

principal fettlers of Pafcataqua refpeding

their incorporation with them. The affair

was more than a year in agitation, and 1041,

was at length concluded by an inftrument Ap>ii 14

fubfcribed in the prefence of the general

court by George Willys, Robert Salton-

llall, William Whiting, Edward Holiock,

and Thomas Makepeace, in behalf of

themfelves and the other partners of the

two patents ; by which inftrument they

refigned the jurifdicftion of the whole to

Mallachufetts.on condition that the inhab-

itants fliould enjoy the fame liberties with

their own people, and have a court of

juftice creded among them. The proper-

ty of the whole patent of Portfmouth, and

of one-third part of that of Dover, and of

all the improved lands therein, was re-

ferved to the lords and gentlemen propri-

etors, and their heirs forever.

The court on their part confented that ooobcrs.

the inhabitants of thefe towns fliould en-

joy the fame privileges with the reft of the

colony,
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1 641. colony, and have the fameadminiftration

'—
^ ' of juftice as in the courts of Salem and

Ipfvvich ; that they fliould be exempted

from all public charges ,except what fliould

arife among themfelves, or for their own
peculiar benefit ; that they fhould enjoy

their former liberties of fifhing, planting

and felling timber; that they fliould fend

two deputies to the general court : and

that the fame perfons who were authorifed

by their combinations to govern them,

fhould continue in office till the commif-

iioners named in this order fliould arrive

at Pafcataqua. Thefe commiilionerswere

invefted with the power of the quarter

courts of Salem and Ipfwich, and at their

arrival they conftituted Francis Williams,

ThomasWarnerton and AmbrofeGibbons
of Portfinouth, Edward Hilton, Thomas
Wiggen and William Waldron of Dover,

magift rates, who were confirmed by the

general court.

1642. -^y '^ ftjhfequent order a very extraor-

'

—

,
—

' dinary concefTion was made to thefe
^^P'" *• towns, which fhows the fondnefs that

government had of retaining them under

their jurifdidion. A teft had been efla-

blifhed by law, but it was difpenfed with

in their favor; their freemen were allowed

to vote in town affairs, and their deputies

to
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to lit in the general court though they

were not church-members.

The people of Dover being left defti-

tute o[ a minifter by the fudden depar-

ture of Larkham, who took this method
to avoid the fliame which would have at-

tended the difcovery of a crime fimilar to

that for which Knollys had been dif-

miiTed, wrote to MafTachufetts for help.

The court took care to fend them Danjel

Maud who had been a minifter in Eng-
land. He was an honell: man, and of a

quiet and peaceable .difpofition, qualities

much wanting in all his predecefTors.

Larkham returned to England, where he

continued to exercife his miniftry till

ejected by the adl of uniformity in 1 662,

from Taviilock in Devon. He is faid to

have been ** well known therefor a man
" of great piety and fincerity," and died

in 1669. ^^' 6B.

The inhabitants of Exeter had hitherto

continued their combination ,' but findini;

themfelves comprehended within the claim

of MafTachufetts, and being weary of their

inefficacious mode ofgovernment they pe-

titioned the court, and were readily admit-

ted under their jurifdi^tion. William

Wenborne, Robert Smith, and Thomas
Wardhall were appointed their magiftrates;

and

Hubbard '3

MS.

Math. Ma^

account ol

eic(fled n'.!;i-

.•'.ers, p.

ieo.

MaiTa. Rc>,.
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and they were annexed to the county of

EfTcx. Upon this, Whelewright who was
fl-ill under fentencc of banifhment, with

thofe of his church who were refolved to

sdhere to him, removed into the province

of Maine, and fettled at Wells, where his
Hubbard's

poflerity yet remain. He was foon after

reftored, upon a flight acknowledgment,

to the freedom of the colony, and remov-

ed to Hampton ; of which church he was

minifter for many years j until he v/ent to

England where he was in favour with

Cromwell : But, after the reftoration, he

returned and fettled at Salifbury, where

he died in 1680.

After his departure from Exeter, an at-

tempt was made by the remaining inhab-

itants to form, themfelves into a church,

and call the aged Stephen Batchelor to the

miniftry, who had been difmifTed from

Ham.rton for his irregular condud:. But
Mafla. Rec the general court here interpofed and fent

them a folemn prohibition , importing "that

y 29.
*

' their di virions were fuch that they could
** not comfortably, and with approbation,
*' proceed in fo weighty and facred affairs,"

and therefore directing them '* to defer ga-
*' thering a church, or any other luch pro-
** ceeding,till they or the court at Ipfwich,
*' upon further fatisfadion of their recon-

' * ciliation
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'* ciliation and fitnefs, fliould give allow- 1 644.

ance therefor." ' '

'

Such a ftretch of power, which would

now be looked upon as an infringement

of chriftian liberty, was agreeable to the

principles of the firft fathers ofNew-Eng-
land, who thought that civil government

was eftabliilied for the defence and fecu-

rity of the church againft error both doc-

trinal and moral. In this fentiment they

were not fingular, it being univerfally

adopted by the reformers, in that and the

preceding age, as one of the fundamental

principles of their feparation from the Ro-
mifh church, and neceflary to curtail the

claims of her Pontiff, who afTumed a fu-

premacy over " the kings of the earth."

CHAP.
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C H A P. in,

Obfcncdiions Oil the principles and conduH

of the firft planters of New-England.

C.aujes of their removal. Their forti-

tude. Religious fentiments. Care of
their poferity. fujlice. Laws. Theo-

cratic prejudices. Intolerance and per--

fecutions,

\ N union havingbeen formed between

± JL tbe fcttlements on Pafcataqua and

the colony of MaiTachufetts, their hiilory

ior the fucceeding forty years is in a great

itieafure the fame. It is not my intention

to write the tranfad:ions of the whole col-

ony during that period ; but, as many of

the people in New-Hamplliire had the

iame principles, views and interefts with

the other people of New-England, I Ihall

make fome obfervations thereon, and in-

terfperfe fuch hiftorical fads as may illuf-

trate the fubjed:.

In the preceding century the holy fcrip-

tures, which had long lain hid in the rub-

billi of monaftic libraries, were brought to

public view by the happy invention of

printing ; and as darknefs vanifhes before

the rifing fun, fo the light of divine truth

began
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began to dilTipate tliofc errors and fupci

fticions in which Europe had long been

involved. At the fame time a remarkablr

concurrence of circumftances gave peculiai

advantage to the bold attempt of Luther,

to roufe Germany from her inglonour>

fubjedion to the Roman Pontiff, and ef-

fec5tuate a reformation, which foon fpread

into the neighbouring countries. But fo

intimately were the political interefts of

kingdoms and ftates blended with relig-

ious prejudices, that the work, though

happily begun, was greatly blemiflied

and impeded.

Henry the Vlllthof England took ad-

vantage of this amazing revolution in the

minds of men, to throw offthe papal yoke,

and affert his native claim to independence.

But fo dazzling was the idea ofpower,and

the example of the firft chriftian princes,

who had exercifed a fuperintendency m
fpirituals, as well as temporals, that he

transferred to himfelf that fpiritual pov/er

Vvhich had been ufurped and exerciled by

the bifliops of Rome, and fet up himfelf

as fupreme head on earth of the church of

England ; commanding both clergy and
laity in his dominions to fwear allegiance

to him in this newly affumed charader.

This
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This claim was kept up by his Ton and

fucceflbr Edward the Sixth, in whofe reign

the reformation gained much ground ; and

a (ervice-book was publiflied by royal au-

thority as the ftandard of worfhip and dif-

cipline for his fubjedts. This excellent

prince was taken out of the world in his

youth ; and his fifter Mary, who then

came to the throne, reftored the fupremacy

to the pope, and raifed fuch fiery perfecu-

tion againft the reformers, that many of

them fled into Germany and the Nether-

lands ; where they departed from that

uniformity which had been eftablifhed in

England, and became divided in their fen-

timents and practice refped:ing eccleliafti-

cal affairs : the native effect of that juft

liberty of confcience which they enjoyed

abroad, purfuing their own inquiries ac-

cording to their refpedtivc mcafurcs of

light ; uninfluenced by fecular power, or

the hope of acquiring dignities in a na-

tional eftablidiment.

The acceffion of Elizabeth infpired them
with new hopes -, and they returned home,
refolving to attempt the reformation of the

church of England, agreeably to the re-

fpediivc opinions which they had embrac-

ed in their exile. But they foon found

that the queen, who had been educated in

the
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the flime manner with her brother Ed-

ward, was fond of theeflabhdiment made
in his reign, and was flrongly prejudiced

in favor of pomp and ceremony in relig-

ious worfhip. She aflerted her fupremacy

in the moflabfolute terms, and eredled an

high-commiffion court with jurifdid:ion in

ecclefiaftical affairs. Uniformity being

rigoroully enjoined and no abatement or

allowance made for tender confciences

(though it was conceded that the ceremo-

nies were indifferent) a fepartion from the

eftablilliment took place. Thofe who were

defirous of a i^arther reformation from the

Romilh fuperftitions, and of a more pure

and perfed: form of Religion were deno-

minated P^/r/'/i^/^j' ; whofe principles, as

diftinguifhed from thofe ot the other re-

formers who were in favor with the que^n,

are thus reprefented.

** The queen and court-reformers held,

I . That every prince had the fole author-

ity to corred: ail abufes of dodtrine and

worfhip within his own territories. 2. NeaPs mft-

That the church ofRome was a true church ^1"''^?.

though corrupt in fome points of dodrine ^^- 9^- '^®'

and government ; that all her miniffra-

tions were valid, and that the pope was a

true bifhop of Rome though not of the

univerfal church. 3. That the fcripture^

weK
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were a perfetft rale of faith, but not a

ilandard of difcipline ; and that it was left

to the difcretionof thechriftianmagiftrate,

to accommodate the government of the

church to the policy of the ftate. 4. That

the pradtice of the primitive church for the

firft four or five centuries was a proper

ftandard of church government and difci-

pline; and in fome refpccffs better than

that of the apoilles, which was only ac-

commodated to the infant ftate of the

church, w^hile it was under perfecution ;

whereas the other was fulted to the gran-

deur of a national eftablifliment. 5 . That

things indifferent in their own nature as

rites., cerem.onies, and habits, might be

fettled, determined and made neccflary by

the command of the civil magiftratc, and

that, in fuch caies it Vv-as the d ity of the

fubjedt to obferve them."
" On the other hand, the puritans, i.

Difowned all foreign jurifdidion over the

church, but could not admit of that exten-

five power which the crown claimed by

the fupremacy. However, they took the

oath, with the queen's explication, as only

reftoring her majefty to the ancient and

natural rights of foverign princes over

their fubjeds. 2. They held the pope to

be antichrifl, the church of Rome a f^ilfe

church,
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church and all her miniflrations fu'erfti-

tious and idolatrous. 3. That the fcrip-

tures were a flandard of difcipline as well

as do(5trinc, and if there was need of a dif-

cretionary power, it was vefl:ed not in the

inagiftrate but in the officers of the church.

4. That the form ofgovernment ordained

by the apoflles was ariftocratical, and de-

signed as a pattern to the church in after

ages, not to be departed from in its main
principles. 5. That thofe things which
Chrift hath left indifferent ought not to

be made neceflary ; and that fuch rites

and ceremonies as had been abufed to idol-

atry and fuperftition, and had a manifeft

tendency to lead men back thereto, were

no longer indifferent but unlawful."
*' Both parties agreed too well in alTerr-

ing the neceffity of uniformity in public

worfliip, and ofufingthe fword of the

magiflrate for the fupport and defence of

their refpe6liv^e principles ; which they

made an ill ufe of in their turns, whenever

they could grafp it in their hands. The
ftandard of uniformity according to the

bifliops, \vas the queen's fupremacy and

the laws of the land ; according to the

puritans, the decrees of national and pro-

vincial fynods, allowed and enforced by

the civil magiftrate. Neither party were

F for
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for admitting that liberty of confcience

and freedom of profeffion which is every

man's right, as tar as is confiftent with

the peace of civil government. Upon
this fatal rock of uniformity^ was the

peace of the church of England fplit.**

It is melancholy to obferve what mif-

chiefs were caufed by the wantof a juft dif-

tin6lion between civil and ecclefiaftical

power,and by that abfurd zeal for uniform-

ity, which kept the nation in a long fer-

ment, and at length burfl: out into a blaze,

the fury of which was never thoroughly

quelled till the happy genius of the revolu-

tion gavebirthtoafree and equitable tolera^

tiorty whereby every man was reflored to the

natural right of judging and ailing for

himfclt in matters of religion. All the

celebrated wifdom of Elizabeth's govern-

ment could not devife an expedient fo fuc-

cefsful. Though her reign was long and
profperous, yet it was much ftained with

opprellion and cruelty toward many of her

beft fubjeds^ who, wearied with ineffec-

tual applications, waited the acceflion of
jamcs, from whom they expeded more
favour, becaufe he had been educated in

the prefbyterian church of Scotland, and
profeiled an high veneration for that efla-

blifliment. But they foon found that he

he.
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had changed his rehgious principles with

his climate, and that nothing was to be

exped:ed from a prince of fo bafe a char-

ad:er, but iniult and contempt.

In the beginning of his reign a great

number of the puritans removed into Hol-

land, where they formed churches upon

their own principles. But not relifliing

the manners of the Dutch, after twelve

years they projedled a removal to America,

and laid the foundation of the colony of

Plymouth. The fpirit of uniformity ftill

prevailing in England, and being carried

to the greateft extent in the reign of Charles

the Firflby that furious bigot Archbifliop

Laud ; many of the lefs fcrupulous, but

confcientious members of the church of

England, who had hitherto remained in

her communion, feeing no profped: of reft

or liberty in their native country, follow-

ed their brethren to America, and eftab-

lilhed the colony of MalTachufetts, from

which proceeded that of Connedicut.

By fuch men, influenced by fuch

motives, were the principal fettlements in

New-England effecfled. The fortitude

and perfeverance which they exhibited

therein will always render their memory
deay to their pofterity. To prepare for

their enterprize, they had to fell their

F 2 cftates.
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eftates, fome ofwhich were large and valu-

able, and turn them into materials for a

new plantation, with the nature ofwhich

they hadno acquaintance.and ofwhich they

could derive no knowledge from the expe-

rience of others. After traverfing a wide

ocean they found themfelves in a country

full of woods, to fubdue which required

immenfe labour and patience ; at a vaft

diftance from any civilized people; in the

neighbourhood ot none but ignorant and

barbarous favages j and in a climate,

where a winter much more fevcre than

they had been accuftomed to, reigns for

a third part of the year. Their ftock of

provifions falling fhort, they had the

dreadful apprehcnfion of perifhing by
famine, one half of their number dying

before the firft year was completed ; the

ocean on one fide feparated them from
their friends, and the wildemefs on the

other, prefented nothingbut fcenes ofhor-

ror, which it was impoflible for them to

conceive of before they endured them.

But under all thefe difficulties, they

maintained a fleady and pious refolution;

depending on the providence ofthe fuprcme

ruler, and never repenting the bufinefs on
which they had come into this wildernefs.

Aspurity in divine adminiflrations was the

profefTed
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profefTed obje(fl of their undertaking, {o

they immediately fet themfelves to form

churches, on what they judged the gof-

pel plan. To be out of the reach of pre-

latic tyranny, and at full liberty to pur-

fue their own inquiries, and worfhip God
according to their confciences (which had

been denied them in their own country)

was efleemed the greatefl: of bleffings, and

fweetened every bitter cup which they were

obliged to drink. They always profeffed

that their principal defign was to ere(fl

churches on the primitive model, and that

the conlideration of temporal intereft and

conveniency had but ths fecond place in

their views.*

In the dodlrinal points of religion they

were of the fame mind with their brethren

of the church of England, as exprelled in

their articles. The Maflachufetts planters

left behind them, when they failed, a re-

fpecflful declaration importing that they i-r-487.

did not condder the church of England as

antichriftian, but only withdrew from the

impoiition

^ " Itconcerncili Kjw-EnjhnJ always to remember, th^t they

"are originally a plantation rtiigioui, not a plriitation cf trads.

'• The proftilio:! of the purity of doi^nne, vvorlhip and dif.iplirc

" i? written upon her forehead. Let merchir.is, and fu^h as arc

" Increafin^ cent per ccr.t rememljer this, that woiJly gain vv:s

'• not the end and defign or th; people of New-U.r.gland but relig-

" -ion. And if any man among "^ make religion as twelve, and

'• the world a~ thirteen, f,:h an one hath not the fpirit of a true

:' Nf,.Ensl'.:)tV'oi:i," Hlrgaif^^n's E'-'fi;:-. ''crmon, -Jr.-;-

Hiitchin.

Hift. vol.
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impofition of unfcriptural terms of com-
miinion. Some of tne Plymouth planters

had embraced the narrow principles ofthe

Brownills, the firfl whofeparated from the

church of England ; but by the improve-

ments which they made in religious know*
ledge under the inftrudtion of therenown-

ed John Robinfon, their paftor in Holland

they were in a great meafure cured of that

four leaven. The congregational fyftem

ofchurch government was the refult of

the fbudies of that truly pious, learned,

humble and benevolent divine, who feems

to have had more of the genuine fpirit of

the reformation, and of freedom from bi-

gotry, than any others in his day. His

f^urevvell charge to thofe of his fiock who
were embarking in Holland for America

deferves to be had in perpetual remem-

^. ,. ,,., brance. ** Brethren (faid he) we are now
N.Eng. «' quickly to part from one another, and
vol.I.p.84 ^, r T T r r

• * • whether 1 may ever live to lee your race

" on earth any more, the God of heaven.

*' only knows ; but whether the Lord hath
*' appointed that or no, I charge you be-

*' fore God and his bleffed angels that you
*

' follow me no further than you have feen

'* me follow the Lord Jefus Chrift. If
*' God reveal any thing to you by any
*' other inflrumcnt ct his, be as ready to

" receive
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** receive it, as ever you were to receive

**any truth by my miniftry j fori ani
** verily perfuaded, 1 am very confident,

** the Lord has more truth yet to break
*' forth out of his holy word. For my
* * part, I cannot fufficiently bewail the con-
** ditionof the reformed churches, who are

** come to a period in religion, and will
** go at prefent no farther than the inftru-

*' ments of their reformation. The Lu-
** therans cannot be drawn to go beyond
'* what Luther fawj whatever part of his

*' will our good God has revealed to Cal-
** vin,they will rather die than embrace it.

* * And theCalvinifts you fee flick fafl where
*

' they were left by that great man of God

,

** who yet faw not all things. This is a
** mifery much to be lamented ; for though
** they were burning and fhining lights in

*' their times, yet they penetrated not in-

*' to the whole counfel of God ; but were
*' they now living, would be as willing to

*' embrace farther light, as that which they
*' at firfl received. I befeech you to re-

" member it is an article of your church
*• covenant, 'That you be ready to receive

*
' whatever truth Jhall he made known to

*^ youfrom the written word of God. Re-
** member that, and every other article of
'

* your facred covenant. But I mufl here-

*' withal
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' withal exhort you to take heed what
* you receive as truth. Examine, con-
* fider and compare it with other fcrip-

' tures of truth, before you receive it ; for

* it is not poffible the chriftian world
* fliould come fo lately out of fuch thick

' antichriftian darknefs, and that perfec-

* tion of knowledge fhould break forth at

' once.'* It is much to be regretted that

this excellent man did not live to come
to New-England and to diffufe more gen-

erally fuch truly catholic and apoftolic

principles.

Many of the firft planters of New-
England were perfons of good education,

and fome of them eminent for their abil-

ities and learning. Such men could not

but fee the neceffity of fecuring to their

pollerity the advantages which they had

fo dearly purchafed. One of their firfl

concerns was to have their children

confidered, from their earlieil: years, as

fubje(5ts of ecclefiaftical difcipline. This

became a matter of controverfy, and was

largely diircuffcd in fermons and pam-
phlets, and at lengthdetermined by the au-

thority of a fynod. A regular courfe of

academical learning Vv'as a point of equal

importance, and admitted of no difpute.

They faw that the reputation and happi-

nef>
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nefs ofthe whole country depended great-

ly upon it. They therefore took early

care for the eftablilhment of fchools, and

within ten years from their firftfettlement,

founded a college at Cambridge*, which

from fmall beginnings, by the munificence

of its patrons, has made a diftinguiihed

figure in the republic of letters. Many
eminent men have there been formed for

the lervice of the church and ftate ; and

without this advantage the country could

not have arrived, in fo fhort a time, at its

prefent refpedtable ftate ; nor have been

furniflied with men capable of filling the

various ftations of ufefulncfs, and of de-

fending our civil and religious liberties.

Though the firft planters derived from

the royal grants and charters a political

right as fubjeds of the crown of England,

to this territory ; yet they did not think

themfelves juftly entitled to the property

of it till they had fairly purchafed it of its

native lords, and made them full fatisfac-

tion-f. Nor did they content themfelves

with

" When New-Efig'.and was poor, and ws were but few ii r,;rr<hT.-

•• there was a fpirit to encourage learning, aiid the cjlKge nui fu.i v;

(tudents." Refult of aSynodin 1679.

t The Abbe Raynal in his elegant h'lftory of thi Eatl rrid W'r-d !.:-

dies fpeaks ol the purchafe made cf the Indians Sy \\'':',hj?'Ti PeniT •.-.

.'6S1, 4? " in eiairijjle of modcraiion nnJ i'lOiot ,.i Aitiw-i,t, wt..^,*
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with merely living peaceably among them

,

but exerted thcmlelves vigoroufly in en-

deavouringtheir comverfion to chrflianity,

which was one of the obhgations of their

patent, and one of the profefled defigns of

their fettlement in this country. This

painful work was remarkably fucceeded,

and the names of Eliot and Mayhew
will always be remembered as unwearied

inflrunients in promoting it. Great care

was taken by the government to prevent

fraud and mjuftice toward the Indians in

trade, or violence to their perfons. The
neareft of the natives were fo fenfible of

the juflice of their Englifh neighbours,

that they lived in a ftate of peace with

them, with but little interruption, for

above fifty years.

Slavery was thought fo inconfiftent with

the natural rights of mankind, and detri-

mental to fociety, that anexprefs law was

made, prohibiting the buying or felling

offlaves, except thofe taken in lawful

war, or reduced to fervitude for their

crimes

" wos riever thoushf ol biiorc, ^y !).s Eijropeins." It can be no de-

rogation from the )u.!'..)r due to ihe wiiVfounder (5f Pennfylvania that the

example of this mi)dc;.;!ion jiiJ liilrcc w.is hill fet by the planters ol'

New. England, uhofc dce.l^ or .onvcyance from t'ic Indians were

earlier ih.-in his by ha!: .1 leiiu^ry

III foiTic parts of the ! iniry i!ie land> pii rchafeJ ot the Indians are

fubject to aijuit-reni, wlr.ili •• annually paid to their pofterity. They
have lands icferM-d v '

< ; !>, v.hich are not allowed to be puichalei

cf ihcni V. ithoul il'.i.' ..ii;';;.' .• -..'.r Ijji'.i'v.rc
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crimes by a judicial fentence ; and thefc

were to have the fame privileges as were

allowed by the laws of Mofes. There was

.a remarkable inftance of juftice in the exe-

cution of this law in 1645, ^vhen a Ne-

gro who had been fraudulently brought

from the coaft of Africa, and fold in the

country, was by the fpecial interpofition

of the general court taken from his mafler

in order to be fent home to his native

land*. How long after this the importa-

tion of blacks continued to be difallowed

is uncertain; but if the fame refolute juf-

tice had always been obferved, it would

have been much for the credit and intereffc

of the country; and our own ftruggles for

liberty would not have carried fo flagrant

an appearance of inconfiftency.

Severe laws conformable to the princi-

ples of the laws of Mofes were enabled

againfl all kinds of immorality. Blafphe-

my, idolatry, adultery, unnatural lufts,

rape, murder, man-ftealing, falfe witnefs,

rebellion

* «' 14. 3d no. 1645. The court thought proper to write to Mr.
"V/illiams of Pafcataqua (undciftanding tliat the Negroes which
" Captain Smyili brought were fraudulently and injurioufly taken and
" brought from Guinea, by Captain Smyth's conttfTion and the reft of
*' the company) that he forthwith fend the Kegio which he had of Cap i

" tain Smyth hither, that he may be fent home, whicli this court Jotli

** refolve to fend back wiihout delay. And if you have any thing to a!.

•• ledge, why you fhould net return him to be difpofed of by the court,

•' it will be expedled you fliould forthwith make it appear either by
•' ycurfcU or your agent."

Maflachuletts Records.
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rebellion againft parents, and confpiracy

againft the commonwealth were made ca-

pital crimes; and becaufe fome doubted

whether the magiftrate could punifh

breaches of the four firft commands of the

decalogue, this right was aflertcd in the

highell tone, and the denial of it ranked

among the moll peftilent herefies, and pu-

nifhed with banilhment. By the feverity

and impartiality with which thofe laws

were executed, intemperance and profane-

nefs were (o effei'itually difcountenanced

that Hugh Peters, who had refided in the

country feven years, declared before the

parliament that he had not feen a drunk-

"o/befor"" ^'"^ ^^^^''^ "o^ heard a profane oath during
Paiit. 1646. ti^^j period. The report of this extraor-

dinary ilrid:nefs, whilil it invited many of

the bell men in England to come over,

kept them clear of thofe wretches who fly

froni one country to another to efcape the

puniihmcnt or their crimes.

The profefTcd design of the plantation

being tlic advancement of religion, and

men of the f!:rid:cfl: morals being appoint-

ed to the chief places of government, their

zeal for purity of every kind carried them
into fome refinements in their laws which
arc not generally fuppofed to come with-

in the fphere of magilfracy, and in larger

communities
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communities could fcarcely be attended to

in ajudicial way. The drinking of healths,

and the ufe of tobacco were forbidden, the

former being confidered as an heathen ifli

and idolatrous practice, grounded on the

ancient libations; the other as a fpecies of

intoxication and wafte of time. Laws were
inftituted to regulate the intercourfe be-

tween the fexes, and the advances toward

matrimony : They had a ceremony of be-

trothing, which preceded that ofmarriage.

Pride and levity of behavior came under

the cognizance of the magiftrate. Not
only the richnefs but the mode of drefs,

and cut of the hair were fubjedt to ftate-

regulations. Women were forbidden to

expofe their arms or bofoms (a view ; it

was ordered that their flceves Ihould reach

down to their wrift, and their gowns be

clofed round the neck. Men were obliged

to cut fhort their hair, that they might

not relemblc women. No perfon not

worth two hundred pounds was allowed

tovveargoldor iilverlace, or filk hoods and
fcarfs. Offences againll thefc laws were
prefen table by the grand jury; and thofe

who drcfied above their rank were to be

ailelied accordingly. Sumptuary laws
might be of ufe in the beginning of a new
plantation ; but thefe pious rulers had

more
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more in view than the political good.

They were not only concerned for the ex-

ternal appearance of fobriety and good
order, but thought themfelves obliged, as

for as they were able to promote real re-

ligion and enforce the obfervance of ihe

divine precepts.

As they were fond of imagining a near

refemblance between the circumftances of

their fettlement in this country and the

redemption of Ifrael from Egypt or Baby-

lon ; it is not flrange that they fliould alfo

look upon their " commonwealth as an

incrcafe
*' inftitution of God for the prefervation

Liefp"??.
*' ^^ ^^^^^ churches, and the civil rulers

*' as both members and fathers of them.*'

The famous John Cotton, the firft mini-

fter in Bofton was the chief promoter of

this fentiment. When he arrived in 1 633,
he found the people divided in their opi-

Mather'g nions. Some had been admitted to the

iiM'p'20. privilges of freemen at the firft general

court, who were not in communion with

the churches ; after this an order was

pafTed, that none but members of the

churches JJjould be ad?nittcd freemen

;

whereby all other perfons were excluded

from every office or privilege civil or mil-

itary. This great man by his eloquence

confirmed thofe who had embraced this

opinion,
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opinion, and earneftly pleaded " that the
** government might be coniidered as a
** theocracy wherein the Lord was judge,

" lawgiver and king; that thelaws which
** he gave Ifrael might be adopted, lo

** far as they were of moral and perpetual
** equity;that the people might be confidcr-
*

' ed as God's people in covenant with him>
** that none but perfons of approved piety

*' and eminent gifts fliould be chofen rulers;

** that the minifters fhould be confulted in

** all matters of religion ; and that the

** magiftrate fhould have a fuperintending

'• and coercive power over the churches.'*

At the defire of the court, he compiled

a fyftem of laws founded chiefly on the

laws of Mofes, which was confidered bv i^ •'^\«

. /Ill ColieCl.

thclegiflativebodyasthc general itandard ; papers,?.

though they never formally adopted it,

and in fome inftances varied from it.

Thefe principles were fundamentally

the fame with thofe on which were irround-

ed all the perfecutions which thev had en-

dured in England, and naturally led to

the fame extremes ofcondudt which they

had fo bitterly complained ot in thofe civil

and ecclefiaftical rulers, from \\ hole tvran-

ny they had fled into this wildcrnefs.

They had already proceeded a Hep farther

than the hierarchy had ever attempted.

No
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No tej}-!aw had as yet been made i?i

England ; but they had at one blow cut

ofFall but thofe of their own communion,
from the privileges of civil offices, how-
ever othcrwife qualified. They thought

that as they had fufFered fo much in lay-

ing the foundation of a new ftate, which
was fuppofed to be *

' a model of the glori-

** ous kingdom of Chrift on earth*," they

had an exclufive right to all the honours

and privileges of it ; and having the pow-
er in their hands, they effedlually eftab-

liflieJ (heir pretenfions, and made all dif-

fcntcrs and difturbers feel I he weight of

their indignation.

In confequence of the union thus form-

ed between the church and ftateonthe plan

cf the Jevvifli theocracy, the minifters were

called to fit in council, and give their ad-

vice in matters of religion and cafes of

tonfcicnce which came before the court,

and without them they never proceeded

to any acl of an ecclefiaftical nature. As
none were allowed to vote in the eledion

of

* " I look iiponthlias a little model of tfce glorious kingdom of

•' Clirift on earth. Chrill reigns among us in the commonwealth as

*' well asin the church, and hath his glorious in terei^ inToIved in the

" good ©f both focietics refpeflively. H- that fliall be treacherous

•' and falfe to the civil government, is guilty cf high treafon againft the

•' I.niii Je'us Chrid, and will be proceeded againlt as a rebel and traitor

' • to th: King of kirijs, when lie (hall hold his great aflizes at the end

'*
..^f the \>.oiid.

'

rr:f:Jcnt Oakcs'j Fledlion Sermon, 1673.



NEW-HAMPSHIRE. ^i

of rulers but freemen, and freemen mufl
be church members ; and as none could

be admitted into the church but by the

elders, who fird examined, and then pro-

pounded them to the brethren for their

vote, the clergy acquired hereby a vaft

afcendency over both rulers and people,

and had in effedl the keys of the flate as

well as the church in their hands. The
magiflrates, on the other hand, regulated

the gathering of churches, interpofed in

the fettlement and difmiilion of minifters>

arbitrated in ecclefiafticalcontroverfies and
controled fynodical alTemblies. This co-

ercive power in the magiftrate was deem-
ed abfolutely neceJTary to preferve ** the
** order of the gofpel."

The principle on which this power is

grounded is expreiled in the Cambridge chap. 17.

Platform in terms as foft as pofTible.
*

' The
* power and authority ofmagiflrates is not
* for the reftraining of churches, or any
* other ^W works, but for the helping
* in and furthering thereof, and therefore

* the confent and countenance of magi-
* ftrates ivben it may be had, is not to be
* flighted or lightly efteemed; but,on the

* contrary, it is a part of the honor due
' to chriftian magiflrates to defire and
* crave their confent and approbation

G *• therein •

Sedt. 3.
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** therein : which being obtained, the

* * churches may then proceed in their way
** with ??jucb more encouragement and
** comfort." This article (hke divers o-

thers in that work) is curiouily and artful-

ly drawn up, fo that there is an appearance

of liberty and tendernefs but none in reali-

ty : For although the magiftrate was not

to rellrain any good works, yetZv was to

be the judge of the good or evil of the

works to be retrained ; and what fecurity

could churches have that they fliou-ld not

be retrained in the performance of what

/>6fy judged to begood works? They might

indeed think themfelves fafe, whilil: their

rulers were fo^ealous for the purity of the

churches of which themfelves were mem-
bers, and whilft their miniilers were con-

lulted in all ecclefiaftical affairs ; but if the

civil powers had acted without fiich con-

fultation, or if the miniflers had been in-

duced to yield to the opinion of the ma-

giftrates, when contrary to the intereft of

the churches, what then would have be-

come of religious liberty ?

The idea of liberty in matters of relig-

ion was in that day ilrangely undcrftoDd,

and myfterioufly exprefled. Tiic venera-

ble Higginfon of Salem in his fermon on

the day of the ck(5tion 1 66^^ fpeaks thus ?

•' The
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'* The gofpel of Chrift hath a right para-

** mount all rights in the world ; it hath
** a divine and fupreme right to be receiv-

** ed in every nation, and the knee of ma-
** giftracy is to bow at the name of Jefus.
** Thi§ right carries liberty along with it,

•* for all fuchasprofefs the gofpel, to walk
** according to the faith and order of the
•• gofpel. That which is contrary to the

*' gofpel hathnoright,and therefore fliould

*' have no liberty.'* Here the queftion

arifes, Who is to be the judge of what is

agreeable or contrary to the gofpel ? If the

magiftrate, then there is only a liberty to

believe and pra(ftife what the magiflratc

thinks right. A limilar fentiment occurs

in the fermon of the learned Prefident

Oakes on the Lrmc occafion in 1673;
** The outcry of fome is forliberty of con-
** fcience. This is the great Diana of the

"libertines of this age. But remember
** that as long as you have liberty to walk
*' in the faith and order of the gofpel, and
** may lead quiet and peaceable lives ia
** all godlinefs and honefly, you have as
*' much liberty of confcience as Paul de-
** fired under any government.*' Here

the quefl:ion recurs, Would Paul have fub-

mitted to walk according to the opinion

which the magiflrate might entertain of

G 2 the
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the faith and order of the gofpel ? But

this was all the freedom allowed by the

fpirit of thefe times. Liberty of confcience

and toleration were offenlive terms, and

they who ufcd them were fuppofed to be

the enemies of religion and government.
*' 1 look upon toleration (fays the fame au-
*' thor) as the firft-born of all abomina-
*' tions ; if it (hould be born and brought
*' forth amtong us, you may call it Gad,
** and give the lame rcafon that Leah did
** for the name of her fon, Behold a troop

^^ Cometh J a troop of all manner of abo-

*' minations." In another of thefe ele(5tioa

shepkard's fermons(which may generally be account-

sermln" ^^ ^^^ ^^ho of the public voice, or the po-
'^72- litical pulfe by which the popular opinion

may be felt) it is fhrewdly intimated that

toleration had its origin from the devil,

and the fpeech of the demoniac who cried

out, " what have we to do with thee, let

*' us alone, thou Jefus of Nazareth," is

ftyled *'Satan*s plea for toleration." The
following admonition to pofterity, written

by the Deputy-Governor Dudley, is

another fpecimen.

Motion's Let men of God in courts and churches

Left

** O'er fuch as do a toleration hatch ;
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•' Left that ill egg bring forth a cockatrice,

'* To poifon all with herefy and vice.

** Ifmen be left and otherwife combine
** My epitaph's I die no libertine,''^

The champion of thefe fentiments was
Cotton, who though eminently meek,
placid and charitable, yet was ftrongly

tinctured with the prevailing opinion.

That the magiftrate had a coercive power
againft heretics. The banifhment of Ro-
ger Williams, minifter of Salem, occafion-

ed a vehement controverfy on this point.

Williams having written in favour of lib-

crty of confcience, and ftyled the oppofite

principle " the bloody tenet ;" was an-

fvvered by Cotton,who publiihed a treatife

in 1647 ^^'^^^ ^'^^^ ftrange title, ** The
*' bloody tenet wai]ied,and made white in

** the blood of the Lamb." In this work

he labours to prove the lawfulnefs of the

magiftrate's u(ing the civil fword to extir-

pate heretics, from the commands given

to the Jews to put to death blafphemers

and idolaters. To the objection , that per-

fecution ferves to make men hypocrites^

he fays, ** better tolerate hypocrites and
** tares than briars and thorns. In fucli

*' cafes the civil fword doth not {o mucli
*' attend the converfion of feducers, as the

* * preventing the fedudtion of honeft minds;
'* bv
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•* by their means." He allows indeed

that * * the magiftrate ought not to draw
* the fword againft feducers till he have
* ufed all good means for their convi<fl:ion:

* But if after their continuance in obfti-

' nate rebellion againfl the light he fhall

' ftill walk toward them in foftand gentle

* commiferation, his foftnefs and gentle-

* nefs is cxceffivc large to foxes and
* wolves ; but his bowels are miferably
* ftraitned and hardncd againft the poor
* flieep and lambs of Chrifl. Nor is it

' fruftrating the end of Chrifl*s coming,
' which was to fave fouls,but a dire(5t ad-

' vancing it, to deflroy, if need be, the

* bodies of thofe wolves, whofeektodc-
* ftroy the fouls of thofe for whom Chrift

' died." In purfuing his argument he

refines fo far as to deny that any man is

to be perfecuted on account of confcicnce
*' till being convinced in his confcienceof
*' his wickednefs, he do ftand out therein,

*• not only againft the truth, but againfl

** the light of his own confcience, that fo

*' it may appear he is not perfecuted for

** caufe of confcicnce, but punifhed for

** finning againft his own conscience.'*

To which he adds, " fomctimes it may be
** an aggravation of fin both in judgment
** and pradicc that a man committeth it in

*' confciencfe/*
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** confcience.*' After having: faid that

** it was toleration which made the world
** antichriftian," he concludes his book

with this lingular ejaculation, *' the Lord
** kecD us from being: bewitched with the

** whore *s cup, left whilewefeem to rejed:

** her with open face of profelTion, we
** bring her in by a back door of tolera-

*' tion ; and fo come to drink deeply of
** the cup of the Lord's wrath, and be
** filled with her plagues."

But the ftrangeft language that ever

was ufed on this or perhaps on any other

fubje(5t, is to be found in a book printed

in 1645 by the humourous Ward of Ip-

fwich entitled ** the Simple Cobler of A-
** gawam." ** My heart (lays he) hath
*' naturally detefted four things; theftand-
** ing of the Apocrypha in the bible :

^' foreigners dwelling in my country, to
*' croud out native fubjedls into the cor-
** ners of the earth : alchymized coins :

*' toleration of divers religions or of one
*' religion in fegregant fhapes. He that

*' willingly alTents to the lafl, if he ex-
** amines his heart by day-light, his con-
** fcience will tell him, he is either an
** atheift, or an heretic, or an hypocrite,

*• or at befl a captive to fome luft. Poly-
** piety is the greateil impiety in the

** world.
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world. To authorize an untruth by to-

leration of the ftate, is to build a fconce

againft the walls of heaven, to batter

God out of his chair. Perfecution of
true religion and toleration offalfe are the

Jannes and Jambres to the kingdom of
Chrift,whereofthe laft is by far the worfl.

He that is willing to tolerate any un-
found opinion, that his own may be to-

lerated though never fo found, will for

a need, hang God's bible at the devil's

girdle. It is faid that men ought to

have liberty of confcience and that it is

perfecution to debar them of it : I can

rather fland amazed than reply to this;

it is an aftonifhment that the brains of

men fliould be parboiled in fuch impi-

ous ignorance."

From thefefpecimens(ofwhich the reader

will think he has had enough) it is eafy to

fee how deeply the principle of intolerancy

was rooted in the minds ofour forefathers.

Held it flood only in their books as a fub-

jedl of fpeculation, it might have been

excufed, coniidering the prejudices of the

times ; but it was drawn out into fatal

prad^ice, and caufed fevere perfecutions

which cannot be juftified confillently with

chriftianity or true policy. Whatever

may be faid in favour of their proceedings

againll
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xgainft the Antinomians, whofe principles

had fuch an effed on the minds of the

people as materially arfeCled the founda-

tions ofgovernment, in the infancy of the

plantation ; yet the Anabaptifts and Qua-

kers were fo inconfiderable for numbers,

and the colony was then fo well eflablifli-

ed that no danger could have been rati-

onally apprehended to the commonwealth

from them. Rhode-lfland was fettled by

Ibme of the Antinomian exiles on a plan

of entire religious liberty : n^en of every Su^y'

denomination, being equally protected and

countenanced, and enjoying the honours

and offices ot government. The Ana-

baptills, fined and banilhed, flocked to that

new fettlemenr, and many of the Qi^iakers

alfo took refuge there ; fo that Rhode-

lfland was in thole days looked upon as the

drain or link ofNew-England ; and it has

been laid that " if any man had loll his

*' religion, he might find it ther-e, among
" fuch a general mufler of opinionills."

Notwithftanding this invedive, it is much
to the honour of that government that

there never was an inftarce of pcrfecution

for confcience fake countenanced by them.

Rhode-lfland and Pcnnfvlvania afford a

flrong proof that toleration conduces great-

ly to the fettlement and increafe cf an in-

fant plantation. The
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The Quakers at firft were baniflied j but

tliis proving infufficient, a fucceffion of

janguinary laws were enacted againfl

them, ofwhich imprifonmcnt, whipping,

cutting off the ears, boring the tongue

with an hot iron, and banifhraent on pain

of death, were the terrible fandtions. In

confequence of thefe laws four perfons

were put to death at Bofton, bearing their

punifliment with patience and fortitude ;

folemnly protefling that their return from

banilhment was by divine direcflion, to

warn the magiftrates of their errors,

and in treat them to repeal their cruel

sewsi's laws ; denouncing the judgments of

"f(S.^^ God upon them ; and foretelling that if

^'''^' they iliouldput them to death others would
rife up in their room to fill their hands with

work*. After the execution of the fourth

perfon

The following paiTages extra(fled, from William Leddra't letter

to his friends, writteu the day before his execution, March 13, 1660,

Ciew an elegance of fcntiment and expreffion, not common in their

writings.

" Mod dear and inwardly beloved,

" The fweet influence of the morning ftar, like a flood, diftilling

•• into my innocent habitation hath fo filled me with the joy of the Lord
" in the beauty of holinefs, that my fpirit is as if it did not inhabit a
*' tabernacle of clay, but is wholly fwallowed up in the bofomofeter-
» nity from whence it had its being.

«' Alas, alas ! what can the wrath and fpirit of man that lufteth to

*« envy, aggravated by the heat and ftrength of the king of the locufts

•' which came out of the pit, do unto one that is hid in the fecret

"places of the Almighty? or to them that arc gathered under the

»' heahng wings of the Piince of Peace ? O my beloved, I have waitfd

^' as the io/e at the windows of the ark, and have ftood ftill in that

*< Witch,
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perfon, an order from King Charles the

ftcond, procured by their friends in Eng-
land, put a ftop to capital executions.

Impartiality will not fuffer a veil to be

drawn over thefe difgraceful tranf\d:ions.

The utmoft that has been pleaded in favor

ofthem, cannot excufe them in the eye of

reafon and iuitice. The Quakers, it is Hutch.

laid, were heretics ; their prmcipies ap- papers, p,

peared to be fubveriive of the gofpel, and
'^''

derogatory to the honor of the Redeem-

er. Argument and icripture were in this

cafe the proper weapons to combat them
with ; and if thefe had failed of fuccefs,

they muft have been left to the judgment

of an omnifcient and merciful God. They
were complained of as diliurbcrs of the

yeace, revilersof magiftracy, " malignant

" and

<• watch, which the majfr did at Lis coming reward wit'.i the fulncfs

•' of his love ; wherein my hearc did rejoice that 1 might fpcak a lew
'• vvordi t3 you, fciled with the fp;r:t of piomifc. Ai tlie flowing of

*'the ocean doth nil every creek and branch thercol, -;id thexi reiircs

••again toward iti own being and tulr.ers md leaves j favour beh::id

*• it ; fo doth the life and virtue of Cod flow into every one of your

*' heart:, whom he hath mad* partakers of !;is divine nature ; and

'when it withdraws but a little, it leaves a fwect favour behind it>

*' that many can fay they are mide clean tl.ioujh tL; word thit he h.-.s

*• fpoken to them. Therefore, my dejrheait?, '.ec il-.e enjoyment of

«• the life alone be your hope, your joy and your coi)roi<;tion. Star.d

" in the watch within, in the t?i! vr tiie Lord which is the entrance

*'ofwifdom. Confcfj him before men, yea bfiore his greateit ene-
*• mies. Ftir not what they ca.i do to ycj : Creiter is he that is iii

*' you than he that is in the world, for he w;U ".inihe you with hu-
*• mility arid in the power of hi:, ir.rektiefs \cu ihall reigii o\er ail

^'iherage of your enemies. "

"--.;;'.- }IA. Q.rikers, p. 274.
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** and affiduous promoters of doctrines di-

** redly tending to fubvert both church
*' and jftate ;'* and our fathers thought it

hard, when they had fled from oppofition

and perfecution in one (hape to be again

troubled with it in another. But it would

have been more to their honor to have

fuifercd their magiflracy and church order

to be infulted, than to have flained their

hands with the blood of men whodeferv-

c-d pity rather than punifhment. The
Quakers indeed had no right to diflurb

them ; and fome of their condudt was to

an high degree indecent and provoking ;

but they were under the infl-iience of a fpi^

rit which is not eafily quelled by oppo-

iition. Kad not the government appear-

ed to be jealous of their principles, and

prohibited the reading of their books be-

fore any of them appeared in perfon, there

could not have been fo plaufible a pretext

for their reviling government. It was

faid that the laws by which they were

condemned were grounded on the laws in

England againft Jefuits. But the cafe,

was by no means parallel, (as the Quakers

i^'.l'cory pleaded) their principles and pradices not

being equally detrimental to fociety. It

was moreover urged in excufe of the fe-

\criiies cxercifed againfl: the Quakers that

tlie

Srwel
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the magiftrates thought themfelvcs ' 'bound

in confcience to keep the paflage with the

point of the fvvord : this (it was faid) could

do no harm to him that would be warned

by it ; their rufhing on it was their own
a(5l, and they brought the blood on their

own heads. Had they promifed to de-

part the jurifdidion and not return with-

out leave, the country would have been

glad to have rid themfelves of the trouble

of executing the laws upon them ; it was

their prefumptuous returning after banifli-

mentthat caufed them to be put to death.'*

This was the plea which the court ufed in

their addrefs to the king ; and in another ^^

vindication publifhed by their order, the

unhappy fufferers are ftyled *' fclones de

fe," or felf-murderers. But this will not

juflify the putting them to death, unlefs

the original crimes for which they were

banifhed had deferved it. The preamble p. 199

to the a(ft by which they were condemn-

ed charges them with ** altering the receiv-

ed laudable cuftom of giving refped: to

equals and reverence to fuperiors ; that

their adions tend to undermine the civ-

il government and dcftroy the order of

the churches, by denying all eftablilhed

forms of worfhip, by withdrawing from

orderly church fellowfhip allowed and ap-

proved

P-
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proved by all orthodox profeflbrs of the

truth, and in flead thereof, andinoppofi-

tion thereto, frequently meeting thern-

felves, infinuating themfelves into the

minds of the fimple, whereby divers ofour

inhabitants have been infeded." Didthefe

offences deferve death ? had any govern-

ment a right to terrify with capital laws

pcrfons guilty of no other crimes than

thcfe, efpecially when they profeffed that

they were obliged to go the greateft lengths

in maintaining thofe tenets which they

judged facred, and following the didates

of that fpirit which they thought divine ?

Was not the mere *' holding the point of
•* the fword'* to them, really inviting them

to ** rufn on it*' and feal their teftimony

with their blood ? and was not this the

moil: likely way to ftrengthen and incrcafe

their party ? Such punifhmcnt for offences

which proceeded from a mifguided zeal,

increafed and inflamed by oppofition, will

never refied any honour on the policy or

moderation of the government ; and can

be accounted for only by the ffrong pre-

diledion for coercive power in religion,

retained by moft or all of the reformed

churches ; a prejudice which time and ex-

perience were neceffary to remove*.

The
* rfomcht foUowiUg authorities, it will appear that the govfm-

Bleu''



NEW-HAMPSHIRE.
The miftakes on which their condud:

was grounded cannot be detected in a

more mafterly manner, than by tranfcrib-

ing the fentiments of Dodlor Increafe

Mather, who lived in thofe times, and was
a flrong advocate for the coercive power
of the magiftrate in matters of religion ;

but afterward changed his opinion on this

point. * • He became fenfibic that the ex-

ample of the Ifraelitifh reformers inflict-

ing penalties on falfe worfhippers would

not legitimate the like proceedings among
chriflian

went of New-England, however fevere and unjuftifiable in their

proceedings againft the Quakers, went no farther than the moft emi-

nent reformers ; particularly the Bohemians, the Lutherans, the cele-

brated Calvin and the martyr Cranmer,

In the war which the Emperor Sigifmond excited againft the Bo-
hemian reformers, who had the famous Zifca for their general j
*' The afts of barbarity which were committed on both (ides were

(hocking and terrible beyond exprefljun. For notwithftanding the irre-

concileable oppofition between the religious fentiments of the con-

tending paities, they both agreed in this one horrible point, that it was

innocent and lawful to perfecute and extirpate with fire and fw«rd,

the enemies of the true religien, and fuch they reciprocally appear-

ed to be in each others eyes." MoOieim's Ecclefuftical Hiftoryt

vol. 3. p. 261.

" It were indeed ardently to be wirtied, that the Lutherans
had treated with more mildnefs and charity thofe who differed.

from them in religious opinions. But they had unhappily imbibed

a fpirit of perfecution in their early education. This was too much
the fpirit of the times, and it was even a leading maxim with our
anceftors [this author was a Lutheran] that it was both lawful and
expedient to ufe feverity and force againft thofe whom they looked
upon as herjtics. Ihis maxim was derh'id from ROME; and
even thofe who feparated from that church did not rind it eafy to

throw off all of a fudden that defpotic and uncharitable fpirit, that
had fo long been the main fpring of its government and the general
charafteriftic of its jiembcrs. Nay in their narrow view of things,
their very piety feemed to fupprefs the generous movements of fraternal

love and forbearance, and the more they felt tbemfelves animated

with

W
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chriflun gentiles : For the holy land of old

was, by a deed of gift from the glorious

God, miraculoufly and indifpulably grant-

ed to the Ifraelitifh nation, and the con-

dition on which they had it was their ob-

fervance of the Molaic inftitutions. To
violate them was high treafon againfl the

king of the theocracy, an iniquity to be

punifhed by the judge. At the fame time

fojourners in the land were not compelled

to the keeping thofe rites and laws which
Mofes had given to the people. Nay the

Jfraelites

with a zeal for the divine glory, the more difficult did they find it to

renounce that ancient and favourite maxim, that whoever is found to

be an enemy to God, ought alfo to be declared an enemy to his coun-

try." Moftieim, vol. 4. p. ^^.-^y.

" Michael Servetus, a Spanifh phyfician, publifhed feven books in

which he attacked the (entiments adopted by tar the greatelt part

tf the chrirtian church, in relation to the divine nature and a trin-

ity of perfons in the Godhead. Few innovators have fet out with
a better profpedt of fuccefs : But all his view-s were totally difap-

pointed by the vigihncc and feverity of Calvin, who when Serve-

tns was pafHng through Switzerland, caufed him to be apprehended
at Geneva in the year 1553, and had an accufation of blafphemy
brought againft him before the council. Servetus adhering refo-

l-utely to the opinions he had embraced, was declared an obftin-

ate heretic and condemned to the flimes." Molheim, vol. 4.

p. 171.

Dr. Macclaine in his note on this piffage, fays, " It was a re-

maining portion of thefpirit cf pnpety in the breaft of Calvin that

kindled his unchriftian zeal againft the wretched Se>vetus, whofc
death will be an indelible reproach upon the charafter of that great

and eminent reformer."

In the reign of Edward the fixth of England, anno 1549, "A
Vv-oman called join fiocher, or Joan of Kent, was accufed of here-

tical pravity. Her doilrine was, •' that Chrift was not truly in-

'• carnate of the virgin, vhofe flefh being the outward man was fin-

*' fully begnftf n and bom in fin ; and confaquently he could take

" none of It ; b';t the word, by the coafent of ^he inward man o£

•'t!ie
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llraelites themfclves fell, many of them,

into the worft of herefies, yet whilft they

kept the laws and rites of Mofes, the ma-
siilrate would not meddle with them. The
hcreiy of the Sadducees in particular ftruck

at the foundation of all religion ; yet wc do

not find that our Saviour ever blamed the

Pharifees for not pcrfccuting them. The
H chriflian

»• the virgin was made flefn." A fcholaftic nicety, not capable of

doing much mifchief ! But there was a necefiity tor delivering the

woman to the flames for maintaining it. The young king though

in fuch tender years, had mote fenfe than all his counfellors and

preceptors ; a'nd he long refufed to (ign the warrant far her exe-

cution. CsAN^tER, with his fupcrinr learning, was employed to

perfuade him to compliance, and he faid, that the prince, being

God's deputy, ought to reprefs impieties againft God, in like man-
n«r as the king's deputies were bound to punifh offenders againft

the king's perfon. He alio argued from the prasflice of the Jewilh

church in ftoning blafpherr.crs. Edwnvd overcome hy importunity

more than i-eafon at lall fubmittcd, and told Cranmer with tears

i:i his eyes, that if any wrorg was done, the guilt fhculd lie entire-

ly on his head. The primate was ftruck with f;:rp;i:e , but after

making a new effort to reclaim the woman and tir.ding her o'jlti-

nate, heat lad committed her to tlie flames. Nor did he ever re-

nounce his burning principles fo long as he continued in power."

Hume's Hift. Eng. 4to vol. 3. p. 310. Neal's Hift Purit. 4to voj.

I. p. 4t.

It ought alfo to be remembered, that at the fame time that the

O^iakers fuffered in New- England, penal laws againft them were

made and rigoroufly executed in England ; and though none of

them fuffered capital executions, yet ihey were thrown into piifoa

and treated with other marks of cruelty, which in Come inftances

proved the means of their death. And though the lenity of King

Charles the lid in putting a (lop to capital executions here has been

much celebrated, yet in his letter to the M:.nrachufetts government

the next year, wherein he requires liberty for tiie church of Eng-

land among them, he adds, *' Wee cannot be underftood hereby

"to dired, or wiih, that any indulgence (hould be graunted ti'

<« Quakers, whofe principles, being inconi'iikrit with any kind of

"government, Wee have found it neceflary with tiie advife of our

" parliament here to make a (hsrp law againft them, anJ are well

" content you doe the like there," Record? ot Deeds, Prov. Milne,

Wo- I. fol- 129.
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chriftian religion brings us not into a

temporal Canaan , it knows no weapons but

what are purely fpiritual. He faw that

until perfecution be utterly banifhed out

of the world, and Cain*s club taken out

of Abel's hand, it is impoflible to refcue the

world from endlefs confufions. He that

has the power of the fvvord will always be

in the right and always afTume the power

of perfecuting. In his latter times there-

fore he looked upon it as one of the moft

hopeful among the figns of the times that

people began to be alhamed of a practice

which had been a mother ofabominations,

and he came entirely into that golden

maxim, 'Errantis poena doceriy

Divers others of the principal adlors

and abettors of this tragedy lived to fee the

folly and incompetency of fuch fangiuna-

ry laws, to which the fufferings of their

brethren, the nonconformifts in England,

did not a little contribute. Under the ar-

bitrary government of King James the

fecond, when he, for a Ihcw of liberty

and as a leading ftep to the introdudtion

of popery, ilTued a proclamation of indul-

gence to tender confcicnces, the principal

men of the country fent him an addrefs of

thanks, forgranting to them what they had

formerly denied to others. It is but juflice

to
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to add, that all thofe difgraceful laws were

renounced and repealed, and the people

of New-England are now as candidly dif-

pofed toward the Quakers as any other

denominations of chriftians. To keep alive

a fpirit of refentment and reproach to the

country on account of thofe ancient tranf-

adlions which are now univerfally con-

demned, would difcover a temper not very

confiftent with that meeknefs and forgive-

nefs which ought to be cultivated by all

who profefs to be influenced by the gofpel.

But though our anceftors are juflly cen-

furable for thofe inftances of mifconduft,

yet they are not to be condemned as.un-

worthy the chriftian name, fince fome of

the firfl difciples of our Lord, in a zealous

imitation of th^ prophet Elias,would have

called for fire from heaven to confume a

village of the Samaritans who refufed to

receive him. Their zeal was of the fame

kind ; and the anfvver which the benevo-

lent author of our religion gave to his dif-

ciples on that occafion, might with equal

propriety be addrcffed to them, and to all

pcrfecutingchriftians, "Ye know not
*

' what fpirit ye are of, for the Son of mari
'* is not come to deftroy men's lives but
'

'
to fave them..

H2 CHAP.
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CHAP. IV.

Mode ofgovernment under Majfachufetis,

MaJoiCs efforts to recover tkc property

of his ancejlor. TrajifciBions of the

hiufs commifioncrs. Oppofition to them.

Political principles. Internal tranfac-

tions^ Mafon difcouraged.

U R I NG the union of thefe planta-

tions with MaiTachul'ctts, they were

governed by the general laws of the colo-

ny, and the terms of the union were

fl:rid:ly obferved. Exeter and Hampton
were at firll: annexed co the jurifdi(^tion of

the courts at Ipfvvich, till the eftablifh-

1643. rnent of a new county which was called

' ' ' Norfolk, and comprehended Salifbury,

Haverliill, Hampton, Exeter, Portfniouth

and Dover. Thefc towns were then of

fuch extent as to contain all the lands be-

tween the rivers Merrimack and Pafcata-

qua. The fliire town was Salifbury ; but

Dover and Portlmouth had always a dif-

tiniii; jurifdicflion, though they were con-

lidered as part of this new countv ; a court

being held in one or the other, Ibmetimes

once and Ibmetimes twice in the year, con-

fifl:in<i of one or more of the mairillrates

or
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or afliftants, and one or more comrnifiion- 1 643.
ers choien by the general court out of the '^ v~^

principa] gentlemen of each town. This

was called the court of alTociates; and their Maff. Gen.

power extended tocaufes of twenty pounds ^'^"'^ *^''-

value. From them there was an nppeal

to the board of airifl:ants,Vvhichbeing found

inconvenient, it was in 1670 ordered to be

made to the county court of Norfolk.

Caufes under twenty (hillings in value

were fettled m each town by an inferior

court confifting of three perfons. Aftifr

fome time they had liberty to choofc their 1 647.
afTociates, which was done by the votes ^-y-^

of both tov\^ns, opened at a joint meeting

of their feledtmen, though fomiCtimes they Dover and

requefled the court to appoint them as be-
rjc!'^""'"''*

fore. That mutual confidence between

rulers and people, which fprings from the

genius of a republican government is ob-

iervablc in all their tranfadlions*.

Til is

*In 1652, the number of people in Dover was Increafcd fo that

tt.ey were allov.ed by law to fend two deputies to the general court.

Hampton continued fending hut one till 1669, and Portfmouth till

1672. The names oi the re^nefentalives which I have been able

CO recover, are as follows :

l"or Dover. Richard Cook,

John BAer, Peter Coffin.

Val.;ntiiie Hill, lor Portfmouth.

Richard VValdron, who was Bryan Pendleton,

chofen without interrupti- Henry Sherburne,

on lor 2; years, and w.is Richard Cutts,

Ibmetime fp:aiicr of the Nahaniei IVyer,

hoiife.
'

Elias
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1 647. This extenfion of the colony's jurifdic*
' • ' tion over New-Hampfliire, could not fail

of being noticed by the heirs of Mafon :

But the diftradlions cauled by the civil

wars in England were invincible bars to

any legal inquiry. The firft heir named
in Maf€>n*s will dying in infancy, the ef-

tate defcended after the death of the ex-

ecutrix to Robert Tufton, who was not of

1652. age till 1650. In two years after this,

^'~^
' Jofeph Mafon came over as agent to the

executrix, to look after the interefl: of her

deceafed hufband. He found the lands

nt Newichwannock occupied by Richard

Leader, againft whom he brought a6tions

in the county court of Norfolk ; but a dif-

pute arifing whether the lands in queftion

v/erc within the jurifdidion of Maffachu-

fetts, and the court of Norfolk judging the

action not to be within their cognizance,

recourfe v;as had to the general court ;

who on this occafion ordered an accurate

furvey oi the northern bounds of their pa-

tent

Elias St'Ieman, Roger Shav,

John Cutti, Roger r.igc,

Richard Martyn, S.imuel Dalton,

Ric'iard Con^, of Bofton. y.ihw Gilmart,

For H.iiTipton. Anthony Stanyon,

JetfiVy Mingay, ChrilVophfr HulTey,

Skiuy Bow, Willidin Gcrrifli,

William I'uUer, Jofeph HulTey,

V\olK'rt Page,

1' re not iind that txeter fer.t any deputies te court during this union.

GcH. Court Ric.
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tent to be made ; a thing which they had
Ion pf meditated. A committeeof the een-
eral court attended by Jonathan Ince and

John Shearman furveyors, and feveral In-

dian guides, went up the river Merrimack
to find the mofl: northerly part thereof,

which the Indians told them was at Aque-
dochtan, the outlet of the lake Winnipi-

feogec. The latitude of this place was ob-

ferved to be 43 degrees 40 minutes and

12 feconds, to which three miles being

added, made the line of the patent, accord-

ing to their xronftrudtion, fall within the

lake, in the latitude of 43 degrees 43 min-

utes and 12 feconds. Two experienced i^r'^

fhip-mafters, Jonas Clarke and Samuel *

—

^
—

^

Andrews, were then difpatched to theeafl-

crn coaft, who found the fame degrees,

minutes, and feconds, on the northern

point of an ifland in Cafco Bay, called the

Upper Clapboard liland. An call and

weft line, drawn through thefe points from

the Atlantic to the South fea, was there-

fore fuppofed to be the northern boundary

of the Maffachufctts patent, within which

the whole claim of Mafon, and the great-

er part of that of Gorges were compre-

hended. When this grand point was de-

termined, the court were of opinion, that

** fomc lands at Newichwannock,with the

*' river,
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1653-

1660.

* river, were by agreement of Sir Ferdi-
' nando Gorges and others, apportioned
' to Captain Mafon, and that he alfo had
' right by purchafe of the Indians, as alfo

' by poiTeffion and improvement ;" and

hey ordered " a quantity of land propor-
* tionable to his difburfements, with the

' privilege of the river, to be laid out to

* his heirs.'* The agent made no attempt

o recover any other part of the eftate ;

but having tarried long enough in the

country to obferve the temper of the gov-

ernment, and the management ufed in the

determination of his fuit, he returned ;

and the eflate was given up for lofl unlefs

the government of England fhould inter-

pofe.

During the commonwealth, and the

protectorate of Cromwell, there could be

no hope of relief, as the family had always

been attached to the royal caufe, and the

colony flood high in the favor of the par-

liament and of Cromwell. But the reflo-

ration of King Charles the fccond encou-

raged Tufton, who now took the furname

of Mafon, to look up to the throne for

favor and aflifl-ance. For though the plan

ot colonization adopted by his grandfather

was in itfclf chimerical, and proved fruit-

\ch, yet he had expended a large eftate in

the

i
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the profccution of it, which nnifl have t66o
been wholly lofl to his heirs, iiniefs tiiev '——
could recover the pofieffion of liis Ame-
rican territories. Full ofthis idea, Malon
petitioned the king; letting forth 'theen-
* croachment of the Maflachufetts colony
* upon his lands, their making grants and
* giving titles to the inhabitants, and therc-

' by difpofTefTing him and keeping him
* out of his right.' The king referred the

petition to the attorney-general Sir Geof-

fry Palmer, who reported that "Robert
*' Mafon, grandfon and heir to Capt. John
** Mafon, had a good and lcg;d title to the

** province ofNew-Hamplhire." Nothing
farther was done at this time, nor was the

matter mentioned in the letter w b.icii th.e

king foon after fent to the colony, though, i 662.

fomeoffenlive things in their condLi(!:t were

therein reprehended,and divers alterations

enjoined. But the direcftions contained in

this letter not being (Iridly attended to,

and complaints being made to the king, of

difputes whicli had arifen in divers parts

of New-England concerning the limits of

jurifdi(5tion, and addreiles havingbeen pre- iiirt. Maf.

fented by feveral perfons, praying for the 533/'
''"

royalinterpofition; acommifllon was ilTiicd

under the great feal to Colonel Richard 1664
Micho!?,Sir Robert Carre, Imight, George ^—^—

Larterct

Colled, of

n.itch.
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1664. Car:eret and Samuel Maverick, efqulrcs,
"' "^—

' jmpowering therrt "to vifit the feveral co-
"' Ionics of New-England ; to exanninc

" and determine all complaints and ap-
'• peals in matters civil, military and cri*

*' minal; to provide for the peace and fe-

'* curity of the country, according to their

" good and found difcretion, and to fuch
" initrudions as they fhould receive from
** the king, and to certify him of their

** proceedings."

Tnis commiflion was highly difrelifhcd

by the colony, as inconliftent with the

rights and privileges which they enjoyed

hy their charter, and which the king had

facredly prcmifed to confirm. It is there-

fore no wonder that the ccmmifTioncrs

were treafed with much coolnefs at their

?f' .-.. arrival ; but they feverely repaid it in

their report to the king.

In their progrefs through the country

they came to Pafcataqua and enquired

into the bounds of Mafon's patent.

They heard the allegation of Whele-

wright, who when banilhed by the colony,

^vas permitted to rciide immediately be-

vond what was called the bound-houfe,

jhree large miles to the northward of the

I ivr r Merrimack. They took the afl^davit

of Kenrv Jocclyn concerning the agree-

ment

HP-
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ment between Governor (Jradock and 1665.

Captain Mafon, that the river ihoulJ be ' ^ '

the boundary of their refpedive patents.

They made no determination of this con-

froverfy in their report to the king ; but

having called together the inhabitants of

Portfmouth-, Sir Robert Carre, in the name oan.' lof

of the reft, told them that *' they would

'^releafe thern from the government of
*' Maffachufettsvvhofe jurifdidionlliould

•* come no farther than thebound-houlc."

They then proceeded to appoint jullices oi

the peace and other officers, with -power

to ad according to the laws of England, ^,,f,„j,

and fuch laws of their own as were not ^°;'^^V

repugnant thereto, until' the king's plc.i-

fure Ihould be farther known.

There had always been a party here who

were difaffeded to the government ot

MaOaclvufetts. One of the moil adtivc <*-

jnongthem was Abraham Corbett of Port f-

nioiiih, who, fince the arrival of the com-

miffioners at Bofton, and probably by

authority derived from tb.em, had taken

upon him to ifTue warrants in the king's

name on fevcral occar:ons,v/hi(di was con-

itrued a high niirdem;cannr,ab he had never

been commnTioned by the authority ot the

colony. Being called to account by the

general courts ii'j -'.h!: adinonifhed, fined m.,t,. r^c

five
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1665* five pounds, and committed till the fen-
* " ' tencG was performed. Irritated by this

fe verity, lie was the fitter inflrument for

the purpofe of the commiflioners ,who em -

ployed him to frame a petition to the king

in the name of the four towns, complain-

ing of theufurpation of MafTachufetts over

them,and praying to be releafed from their

tvranny. Corbett, in a fecret manner,

l^rocured feveral perfons both in Portf-

ap.outh and Dover to fubfcribe this peti-

tion, but the moft of thofe to whom he

ofTered it refufed.

The kniihlc part of the inhabitants now
faw with much concern that they were in

danger of being reduced to the fame un-

har'py fl;ite which thev had been in before

their union with the colony. Awed by

the fuperciii'jus behaviour of the commii-

fioners, the\' knew not at firfl: how to a(3:

;

for to oppofc the king'^s authority wascon-

fl:rued treafon, and it was faid that Sir

Robert Carre had threatened a poor old

man with death for no other crime than

forbidding his grandchild to open a door

to them. But when the rumour was ipread

tliat a petition was drawn,and that Corbett

was procuring fubfcribers, the people, no

longer -I'^lc to' bear the abule, carneflly

arr'ii'J '0 the general court, praying
*' that
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** that in fome orderly way they might
** have an opportunity to cleui themfelvcs
** of fo great and unjuft afperfions, as were

**by this petition, drawn in their name,

**cafl:upon the government under which
** they were fettled ; and alfo to manifcft
** their fenie of fuch perfidious actions, left

*' by their filence it fhould be concluded
** they were of the fame mind with thofe
** who framed the petition." In confe-

quence of this petition, the court commil-

fioned Thomas Danforth, Eleazcr Lufhcr,

and Major General Leverett to inquire in-

to the matter, and fettle the peace in thefe

places according to their beft difcretion.

Thefc gentlemen came to Portfmouth, ^'''''''' ^

and having alTembled the inhabitants, and

publiflied their Gommiflion, they told them
that they were informed of a petition lub-

fcribed in behalf of that and the neigh-

bouring towns, complaining of the gov-

ernment j and defired them if thev had

any juft grievances to let them be known,
and report fliould be immediately made
to the general court. The next day thev

aiTembled the people of Davcr and made
the fame challenge. Both town- respec-

tively proteftcd againft the petition, and

profefTed full fatisfad:icn with the govern-

ment, which they fignified in aiid.vlles to

t!ic
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i66<. the court. Dudley, the mmifter of Exe-
•"-^^—

' ter, certified under his hand to the com-
iiiittee, that the people of that town had

no concern diredly nor indirectly with the

obnoxious petition. They received alfo

full fatisfadion with regard to Hampton;
a certificate ofwhich might have been ob-

tained, if they had thought it neceffary.

They then proceeded to fummon Cor-

bett before them for feditious behaviour ;

but he eluded the fearch that was madefpf
him, and they were obliged to leave a

warrant with an ofiicer to cite him to the

court at Bofton. The commiilloners had

now gone over into the province of Maine,

from whence Sir Robert Carre in their

name fent a fevere reprimand to this com-»

mittee, forbidding them to proceed againft

fuch perfons as hadfubfcribed the petition,

and inclofing a copy of a letter which the

faid commiflioners had written to the go^

vernor and council on the fame fubjecft.

The committee returned and reported

their proceedings to the court, and about

the fame time the commiilloners cam^

from their eaftern tour to Bofton ; where

the court defired a conference with them,

but received fuch an anfwer from Sir Ro-
bert Carre as determined them not to re-

peat their requefl. A warrant was then

iObed
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i/Tued by the fecretary , in the name of the 1 665

.

whole court, to apprehend Corbett.and ' "
'

bring him before the governor and ma-

giftrates, ** to anfvver for his tumultuous
** and feditious practices againfl the go-
** vernment." The next fpring he was 1666.

feized and brought before them ; and af- "7-^^
—

'

ter a full hearing was adjudged guilty of '"'^ '"

fjedition, and exciting others to difcontent

with the government and laws, and o£

keeping a difoiderly houfe of entertain-

ment, fox which crimes he was fentenced

to give a bond of one hundred pounds

with fecurity for his peaceable behaviour

and obedience to the laws ; he was prohi-

bited retailing liquors ; difabled from
bearing any office in the town or com-
monwealth, during the pleafuic of the

court ; and obliged to pay a fine of twen-
ty pounds and five pounds for the ccfts

of his profecution.

This feverity in vindication cf their

charter-rights they thought fit to temper

with fometliingwhich had the appearance of

fubnaifTion to the royal commands. The
king's pleafure had been fignified to the j^jtch^r,

commilEoners, that the harbours lliouid p'i.''f;o.

be fortified. This inflrudion came to

hand whilft they were at Pafcataqua, and
they immediately ilTued warrants to ihc

four
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J 666. four towns, requiring them to meet at a
' " ' time and place appointed to receive his

majefly's orders. One of thefe warrants

was fent by exprefs to Bofton, from

whence two officers were difpatched by

the governor and council to forbid the

towns on their peril to meet, or obey the

commands of the commiffioners. But by

their own authority they ordered a com-

mittee to look out the moffc convenient

place for a fortification,upon whofe report

*' the neck of land on the eaftward of the

MaHd. Rec. *' Great Tiland, where a fmall fort had
*' been already built, was fequeftered for

*'the purpofe, taking in the Great Rock,
" and from thence all the eallerly part of
" the faidifland." The court of afTociates

being impowered to hear and determine

the claims of thofe who pretended any

title to this land ; a claim was entered by

George Walton, but rejected j and the ap-

propriation confirmed. Thecuftoms and

impofts on goods imported into the har-

bour were applied to the maintenance of

the fort, and the trained bands of Great-

Ifland and Kittcry-Point were difcharged

from all other duty to attend the fervice

cf it, under Richard Cutts, efq. who was

appointed captain.

The
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The people of Mafllichufetts have, both 1666.

in former and latter times, been charged ' "
'

with difloyalty to the king in their con-

dud: toward thefe commilTioners,and their

difregard of authority derived from the

fame fource with their charter. To ac-

count for their condud: on this occafion,

we muft confider the ideas they had of their

political connexion with the parent ftate.

They had been forced from it by per-

fccution: they came at their own charges

into a vvildernefs, claimed indeed by the

crown ofEngland; but really in polTefliori

of its native lords ; from whom they had
purchafed the foil and fovereignty, which
gave them a title, confidered in a moral

view, fuperior to the grant of any Euro-

pean prince. For convenience only, they

had folicited and accepted a patent from the

crown, which in their opinion conftituted

the only bond of union between them and
their prince, by which the nature and ex-

tent of their allegiance to him was to be

determined. This patent they regarded

as a folemn compad, by which the king

had granted them undifturbed polTeffion

of the foil, and power of government
within certain limits ; on condition that

they fhould fettle the country, chrif-

tianize the natives, yield a fifth of all gold

I and
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and filver mines to the crown, and make
no laws repugnant to thofe of England.

They had, on their part, facredly perform-

ed thefe conditions ; and therefore con-

cluded that the grant of title, property and

dominion which the crown had made to

them was irrevocable. And although they

acknowledged themfelves fubjeds of the

reigning prince, and owned a dependence

on the royal authority ; yet they under-

ftood it to be only through the medium
of their charter.

The appointment of commiflioners who
were to adl within the fame limits, inde-

pendently of this authority, and to receive

appeals from it ; whofe rule of conducfl

was no eftablifhed law, but their own
** good and found difcretion," was regard-

ed as a dangerous ftretch of royal power,

militating with and fuperfeding their char-

ter. If the royal authority wa^ deftined

to flow through the patent, it could not

regularly be turned into another channel :

if they were to be governed by laws made
and executed by officers of their own
choofing, they could not at the fame time

be governed by the " difcretion" ofmen in

whofe appointment they had no voice,and

over whom they had no control. Two
ruling powers in the fmie flatc was a fo-

lecifm
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Jecilm which they could not digeft. The 1666.

patent was neither forfeited nor revoked ; ' ^ '

but the king had foleir.nly promifed to

confirm it, and it fubfifted in full force*

The commiflion therefore was deemed an

ufurpationand infringement of thofe char-

tered rights, which had been folemnly

pledged on the one part, dearly purchafed

and juftly paid for on the other. They
regarded ** a royal donation under the Hutch.

great feal (to ufe theirown words) '* as the vih h'f.

greateft fecurity that could be had in hu- ^^^'

man affairs ;'* and they had confidence in

the juftice of the fupreme ruler, that if

they held what they in their confciences

thought to be their rights, and performed

the engagements by which they had ac-

quired them, they fhould enjoy the pro-

tedlion of his providence, * though they

fhould be obliged to abandon thecountry,

which they had planted with fo much la-

bour and expence, and feek a new fettle-

ment in fome other part of the globe.

Thefe were the principles which they

I 2 had

* " Keep to your patent. Yeur patent was a royat grant indeed ;

< and it is inftrumentaliy your defence and fecurity. Recede from
•' that, one way or the other, and you will expofe yourfelves to the
•' wrath of God and the rage of man. Fix upon tlie patent, and lland

" for the liberties and immunities conferred upon you therein ; and
*' you have C()Dand the king with you, both a good caufe anu a good
• inlereft : and may with good confcicnce fet your foot againft ar.y

*' foot of pride and violence that (hall come againft vou."

Prefident Oakes's EUAion Sermon 1673,
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1666. had imbibed, which they openly a«
'

—

-
—

' vowed and on which they acfted. Pohcy
might have didlated to them the fame

flexibility of condudt, and foftncfs of ex-

preffion, by which the other colonies on
this occafion gained the royal favour. But
they had fo long held the fole and unin-

terrupted fovereignty, in which they had

been indulged by the late popular govern-

ment in England ; and were fo fully con-

vinced it was their right ; that they choie

rather to rifque the lofs of all, than to

make any conceffion's ; thereby cxpofing

themfclves farther to the malice of their

enemies and the vengeance of power.

Thecommiffioners.havingfinifhed their

bufinefs, were recalled by the order of the

king, who was much difpleafed with the

ill treatment they had received from the

MafTachuiettsgovemm.ent, which was the

more heinous, as the colonics of Plymouth,
Rhode-Illand and Conned:icut had treated

thecommifTionwithacknowledgedrefped:,

Apr,; 10. By a letter to the colony he commanded
them to fend over fouror five agents, pro-

miling *' to hear in perfon, all the allega-

*' tions, fuggeftions, and pretences to right

** or favour, that could be made on behalf

" of the colony,** intimating that he was

far from defiring to invade tl/cir charter ;

and

Hatch, p

547
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and commanding that all things fliould 1666.

remain as the commiflioners had fettled *
^~''

them until his farther order ; and that

thofe perfons who had been imprifoned

for petitioning or applying to them
Ihould be releafcd. The court, however,

continued to exercife jurifdidion, ap-

point officers, and execute the laws in

thefe towns as they had dor.e for twenty-

five years, to the general fatlsfacftion of

the people, who were united with them in

principles and aftediion.

This affecftion was demonftrated by their 1669.

ready concurrence with the propofal for a
'—

—

general colleclion, forthe purpofeof ere(5i--

inganew brick building* at Harvard col-

lege, the old wooden one being fmall and

decayed. The town of Portfmouth,which

was now become the richeft, made a fub-

fcription of fixty pounds per annum for

feven years ; and after five years palled a

town vote to carry this eno-acrement into

efifedt. Dover gave thirty-two, and Ex- coi? Rec-

eter ten pounds for the fame laudable

purpofe.

The people of Portfmouth, haying for 15-71,

fome time employed Jolhua Moody as a >—v—

'

preacher among them, and eredled a new
meeting-

* This building was ereded in 1672, anJ coafumed by fire in 1764.
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1671 . meeting-houfe, proceeded to fettle him in
*

' ' regular order. A church confifting of nine

portf. chh
^^^f^^ren -f was firft gathered ; then, the

Records. general court having been duly informed

of it, and having fignified their approba-

tion, according to the eftablifhed pracflicc.

Moody was ordained in the prefence of

Governor Lcverett and feveral of the ma-
gift rates.

J
^-

.

The whole attention of the government
«—V—' in England being at this time taken up

with things that more immediately con-

cerned themfelves,nothing of moment re-

lating to Mafon's intereft was tranfaded.

He became difcouraged, and joined with

the heirs of Gorges in proposing an alie-

nation of their refpecflive rights in the pro-

vinces of New-Hampihire and Maine to

the crown, to make a government for the

Duke of Monmouth. The duke himfelf

was greatly pleafed with the fcheme, as he

had been told that an annual revenue of

five thoufand pounds or more might be
Hutch. collected from thefe provinces. But by
ct Pa, rs, the more faithful reprefentations of fome

perfons who were well acquainted with the

country, he was induced to lay afide the

projedtv
+ " Jolhua Moody, Samuel Haynes,

John Cutts, jamcs Pendleton,

Richard Ci;tts, John Fletcher,

Richard Martyn, John Tucker,

i,lhi Stilcman,
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projed. Many complaints were made 1674,
againft the government of MafTachufetts ;

'

—

'
—

'

and It was thought to be highly expedi-

ent that more fevere meafures lliould be

ufed with them ; but the Dutch wars,

and other foreign tranfadions, prevented

any determination concerning them, till

the country was involved in all the horrors

of a general war with the natives.

CHAP.
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GAAP. V.

Remarks on the temper and manners of the

Indians. The frji general war with

them called Philip's war.

AT the time of the firft difcovery of

the river Pafcataqua by Captain

Smith, it was found that the native inha-

bitants of thefe parts differed not in lan-

guage, manners, nor government, from

their eaftern or weflern neighbours.

Though they were divided into feveral

tribes, each of which hada diftincft fachem,

yet they all owned fubje(ftion to a fove-

vc'l'^'e
reign prince, called Baihaba, whofe refi-

dence was at Penobfcot. It was foon af-

ter found that the Tarratenes, who lived

farther eaftward, had invaded his country,

furprized and flain him, and all the people

in his neighbourhood, and carried off his

women, leaving no traces of his authority.

Upon which the fubordinatefachems, hav-

ing no head to unite them, and each one

flriving for the pre-eminence, made war
amorg themfelves -, by which means many
oftheir people, and much of their provilion

Corges's were deftroyed. WhenSir Richard Haw-
^:"''- f- kins vifited the coaft in 1 61 c ,this war was

at
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at its lieight ; and to this iViCcecded a pef-

tilence, which carried them oft' 'in fuch

numbers that the living were not able to ^umC
bury the dead ; but their bones remained ''-"'7-

at the places of their habitations for feveral

years. During this peAiience, Richard

Vines and feveral others, whom Sir Fer-

dinando Gorges had hired, at a great ex-

pence, to tarry in the country through the

winter, lived among them and lodged in

their cabbins, without receiving the leafl:

injury in their health, " not fo much as

*' feeling their heads to ach the whole f'lf''

** time.'' By fuch fingular means did di-

vine Providence prepare the way for the

peaceable entrance of the Europeans into

this land.

When the firfl: fettlements were made,

the rcmaips of two tribes had their habi-

tations on the feveral branches of the river

Pafcatdqua ; one of their fachems lived at

the falls of Squamfcot, and the other at

thofe ofNeVv'ichwannock ; their head quar-

ters being generally feated in places con-

venient for fifliins:. Both thele, to^rether

ivith feveral inland tribes, who reilded at

Patuckct and Winnipifeogee, acknowl-

edged fubjcilioa toPalTaconawavthe great

iagamore ot Pannukog, or (as it is com-
monly pronounced) Penacook. Ke excel-

led
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led the other fachems in fagacity, duplic«#

ity and moderation ; but his principal

qualification was his flcill in fome of the

fecret operations of nature, which gave

liim the reputation of a forcerer, and ex-

tended his fame and influence among all

the neighbouring tribes. They believed

that it was in his power to make water

burn, and trees dance, and to metamor-
Harch.^

^ phofe himfelf into ff^ame; that in winter

hi could raife a green leaffrom the allies

of a dry one, and a living ferpent from the

fkin ofone that was dead.

An Englifh gentleman who had been

muchconverfant among the Indians was
invited, in 1 660, to a great dance and feafi:

;

on which occasion the elderly men , in fongs

or fpeeches recite their hiflories, and deliv-

er their fentiments, and advice, to the

younger. At this folsmnity PalTaconaway,

being grown old, made his farewell fpeech

to his children and people ; in which, as

a dying man, he warned them to take heed

how they quarrelled with . their Englilh

neighbours ; for though they might do
them fome damage, yet it would prove

the means of their own deil:ru(5tion.

He told them that he had been a bitter

enemy to the Englilh, and by the arts of

fbrccry had tried his utmoll to hinder

their
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their fettlement and incrcafe : but could by

no means I'ucceed. This caution perhaps

often repeated, had fuch an effect, that,

upoa the breaking out ot the hidian war

fifteen years afterward, Wonolanfet, his HuUbard-c

fon and fucceffor, withdrew himfelf and n""^

his people into fome remote place, that

they might not be drawn into the quarrel.

Whilll the Britifh nations had been dif-

tra6ted with internal convuliions, and had

endured the horrors of a civil war, pro-

duced by the famecaufes which forced the

planters of New-England to quit the land

of theirnativity ; this wildernefs had been

to them a quiet habitation. They had

flruggled with many hardlhips ; but Pro-

vidence had fmiled upon their undertak-

ing, their fettlements were extended and

their churches multiplied. There had been

no remarkable quarrel with the favages,

except the lliort war with the Pequods,

who dwelt in the fouth-cafl: part of Con-
nedlicut : They being totally fubdued in

1637, ^^^ dread and terror of the Englifh

kept the other nations quiet for near forty

years. During which time the New-
England colonies being confederated for

their mutual defence, and for maintainins:

the public peace, took great pains to pro-

pagate the gofpel among the n.-. rives, and

bring
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bring them to a civilized way of living,

wliich, with refpedt to fome, proved ef-

fedlual j others refufed to receive the mif-

iionaries, and remained obflinately preju-

diced againft the Englifh. Yet the obje(ft

of their hatred was at the fame time the

objedt of their fear; which led them to

forbear adls of hoftility, and to preferve

an outward fhew of friendfhip, to their

mutual interefb.

Our hiftorians have generally reprefent-

ed the Indians in a mod odious light,

efpecially when recounting the effedls of

their ferocity. Dogs, caitiffs, mifcreants

and hell-hounds, are the politeft names
which have been given them by fome wri-

ters, who feem to be in a paffion at the

i?ubwa's mentioning their cruelties, and at other

^
arraiive

(imcs Ipeak of thcm withcoutempt. What-

Mdsn"[^. ever indulgence may be allowed to thofe

who wrote in times when the mind was
vexed with their recent depredations and

inhumanities, it ill becomes us to cherifli

an inveterate hatred of the unhappy na-

tives. Religion teaches us a better tem-

per, and Providence has now put an end

to the controverfy, by their almoft total

extirpation. We fliould therefore proceed

with calmnefs in recollecting their part in-

juries, and forming our judgment of their

characler. It
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It muft be acknowledged that human

depravity appeared in thefe unhappy crea-

tures in a moftfliocking view. The prin-

ciples of education and the refinements of

civilized life, either lay a check upon our

vicious propenlities, ordifguifeourcrimes

;

but among them human wickedncfs was
feen in its naked deformity. Yet, bad as

they were, it will be difficult to find them
guilty of any crime which cannot be par-

alleled among civilized nations.

They are always dcfcribed as remarka-

bly cruel ; and it cannot be denied that

this difpofition indulged to the greateftex-

cefs, ftrongly marks their charadier. We
are jftruck with horror, when we hear of

theirbindingthevidim to the flake, biting

off his nails, tearing out his hair by the

roots, pulling out his tongue, boring out

his eyes, fticking his ikin full of lighted

pitch-wood, half roafting liim at the fire,

and then making him run for their uiv'er-

fion, till he faints and dies under the

blows which they give him on every part

of his body. But is it not as dreadful to

read of an unhappy wretch, fewed up in

a fack full of ferpents and thrown into the

fea, or broiled in a red hot iron chair ; or

mangled by lions and tygers after having

fpent his ftrength to combur «-hcm for the di-

V rdop.

^^^
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vcrfion of the fped:ators in an amphithea-

tre ? and yet thcfe were punilhments a-

mong the Romans in the pohteft ages of

the empire. What greater cruelty is there

in the American tortures, than in confining

a man in a trough, and daubing him with

honey that he may be Hung to death by

wafps and other venomous infeds ; or flea-

inghim aUve and ftretching out his fkin

before his eyes, which modes ofpunifii-

ment were not inconliftent with the foft-

nefs and elegance of the ancient court of

Perfia? or, to comedown to modern times;

what greater mifery can there be in the

Indian executions, than in racking a prii-

oneron a wheel, and breaking his bones

one by one with an iron bar ; or placing

his legs in a boot and driving in wedges

one after another ; which tortures are ftill,

or have till lately been ufed in fome Euro-

pean kingdoms ? 1 forbear to name the

torments of the inquifition, beCoiufe thev

I'eem to be beyond the ftretch oihMnan in-

vention. If civilized nations, and thole

who profefs the mod merciful religion

that ever blefled the world, have praifti fed

thefe cruelties, what could be expedled of

men who were grangers to every degree

of refinement either civil or mental ?

The Indians have been rsprefented as

7 e vengeful.
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revcngfful. When any perfon was killed,

the nearefl: relative thought himfelf bound

to be the avenger of blood, and never lelt

feeking, till he found an opportunity to

execute his purpofe. Whether in a ftate,

where government is confefledly (o feeble

as amonj^ them, fuch a condud^ is not juf- D^utero

tmable, and even countenanced by the

Jevvifh law may deferve our confideration.

The treachery wich which thefe people

are juftly charged, is exactly the fame <^\{-

pofition which operates in the breach of

folemn treaties made between nations

which call themfelves chriftian. Can it be

more criminal in an Indian, tha?i in an

European, not to think himfcU bound by

promifes and oaths extorted from hin^

when under durcfs ?

^X^\\t\x jealoufy and hatred q{ their En-
glilh neighbours may eafiiy be accounted

ior, if we allow them to have the fame
feelings with ourfelves. How natural is

it for us to form a difagreeable idea of a

•whole nation, from the bad conclucl of
fome individuals with whom we are ac-

quainted ? and though others ofthem may
be of a different charai'^cr, yet will not

that prudence which is efteemed a virtue,

lead us to fufped. the fairell: appearances,

as
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as ufcd to cover the mofl frauCiuleitt de

ligns, efpecially if pains are taken by the

mofl politic among us, to foment fuch

jealoufies to fubferve their own ambitious

purpofes ?

Though the greater part of the EngUfh
icttlers came hither with rcHgious views,

and fairly purchafed their lands of the In-

dians, yet it cannot be denied that fome^

efpecially in the eaftern parts of New-
Kngland, had lucrative views only ; and

from the beginning ufed fraudulent meth-

ods in trade with them. Such things

were indeed difallowed by the government,

and would always have been puniflied if

the Indians had made complaint : but they

knew only the law of retaliation, and

when an injury was received, it was never

furp-otten till revenged. Encroachments

made on their lands, and fraud committed

in trade, afforded fuflicient grounds for a

quarrel, though at ever fo great a length

of time ; and kept alive a perpetual jeal-

ouiy of the like treatment again*.

Such

" Monf. du Prati pive; nearly the fame account of th? Iiulians

on the Miirifippi. " T'lerc needs n-^lliiup but pvuJenCi: and good

" fcnl'c to perl uidi tilde piip'e to wh it is reafiiublc, and to prc-

" fcr'.c their fiicndlhip without iarcrruption. We m.»Y fa cly aflu'm,

" thsithc dilTcrcnocs we li.ive had wuh them have been more o«'-

" inj totlic l'i?iich tlian to them. When th;y are treated info-

" I'tntly, or opprilTivcIy, thry Ivivc no lets felifibilily of injuries

'' 'Ji.iii orl'-:-,"' Hillory ol Louiliana, lib, 4. cip. J.
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Such was the temper of the Indians of 1 675^
New-England when the firfl: general war * '^
began. It was thought by the Englidi in

that day, that Philip, fachemof the Wom-
panoags, a crafty and afpiring man, partly

by intrigue, and partly by example, excit-

ed them to fuch a general combination. He
was the fon ofMafTaiToiet , the neareft fachem

to the colony of Plymouth, withwhom he

hadconcluded a peace,which he maintained

jnore through fear than good will, as long

as he lived. His fon and immediate fuc-

ceflbr Alexander, preferved the fame ex-

ternal fliew^ of fricndihip ; but died with

choler on being detected in a plot againft

them. Philip, it is faid, diflembled his

hoflile purpofes ; he was ready, on every

fufpicion of his intidclity, to renew his

fubmiliion, and teftify it even by the de-

livery of his arms, till he had fccretly in-

fufed a cruel jealoufy into many of the

neighbouringlndians; which excited them
to attempt the recovering their countr}' by

extirpating the new polVeirors. The plot.

it is faid, was diicovcred before it w as ripe

for execution ; and as he could no longer

promife himfelf fecuritv under the m.aik of

friendihip,he was con drained to ihow him.-

lelf in his true charadcr, and accordingly

began hoflilities upon th.e plant.-.ticn of

K Svanzv,
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1675. Swanzy, in the colony of Plymouth, iri

*
" ' the month of June 1675.

Notwithftanding this general opinion,

it may admit of fome doubt, whether a

iingle fachem, whofe authority was limit-

ed, could have fuch an extenfive influence

over tribes fo remote and unconncd;ed with

him as the eaftern Indians ; much more
improbable is it, that thofe in Virginia

Hubbard's fhould havc joiucd in the confederacy, as
Narraive.

if hath bccn intim.ated. The Indians nev-

er travelled to any greater diftance than

their hunting required ; and fo ignorant

were they of the geography of their coun-

^^^^,^
try, that they imagined New-England

Hift. N. E. to be an ifland, and could tell the name of

an inlet or ftreight by which they f\ip-

po(ed it was feparated fron^i the main land.

But what renders it more improbable that

Philip was fo ad:ivean infrrument in ex-

citing this war, is the conftant tradition

among the pollerity of thofe people who
lived near hin"i, and wee flimiliarly con-

verflint with him, ain-l with thofe of his

Indians who furvived the war; which is,

that he was forced on by the fury of his

young men, forcly agair.il his own judg-

ment and that of his chief counfellors ; and

that as he forefavv that the EngliQi wouhl

m
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in time, cftablifli themfelves and extirpate

the Indians, fo- he thought that the mak-

ing war upon them would only haften the

deO^rudion of his own people. It was al-

ways a very common, and fometimes a

juft excufc with the Indians, when charg-

ed with breach of faith, that the old men
were not able to reftrain the younger from

fignalizing their valour, and gratifying

their revenge, though they difapproved

their rafhnefs. This wantof reftraint was

owing to the weaknefs of their govern-

ment j their fachems having but the fha-

dow of magiftratical authority.

The inhabitants of Briftol fhew a parti- CaiienJer's

cular fpot where Philip received the news sermon, p.

of the firft Engliflimen that were killed,

with fo much forrow as to caufe him to

weep j a few days before which he had

refcued one who had been taken by his

Indians, and privately fent him home.

Whatever credit may be given to this ac-

count, fo different from the current opin-

ion, it muft be owned, that in luch a fea-

fon of general confufion as the firft war

occafioned, fear and jealoufy might create

many fulpicions, which would foon be

formed into reports of a general confede-

racy, through Philip's contrivance ; and

it is to be noted that the principal hiftories

Ka of

73.
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167^. of this war, [Increafe Mather's and Hub*
'—'—

' bard's] were printed in 1676 and 1677,

when the ftrangefl reports were eafily cre-

dited, and the people were ready to be-

lieve every thing that was bad of fo formi-

dable a neighbour as Philip. But as the

fa (51 cannot now be precifely afcertaincdj

I fhall detain the reader no longer from
the real caufes of the war ia thefe caftern

parts.

There dwelt near the river Saco a fa-

chem named Squando, a noted enthufiaft,

9'll^'ti. ^ leader in the devotions of their religion,

and one who pretended to a familiar intcr-

courfe with the invifiblc world. Thefe
qualifications rendered him a perfon of

the highell: dignity, importance and influ-

ence among all the eaftern Indians. His

fquaw palling along the river in a canoe,

with her infant child, was met by fomc

rude failors, who having lieard that the

Indian children could fwim as naturally as

the young of the brutal kind, in a thought-

leis and unguarded humour overfet the

canoe. The child funk, and the mother

inftantly diving fetclicd it up alive, but

tiic child dying foon after, its death was

impulcd tvo the treatment it had received

from the fc^men ; and Squando was fo

provoked tb;it he conceived a bitter anti-

pathy
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pathy to the Englifh, and employed liis 167^.

ijreat art and influence to excite the Indi- '—^—

'

ans againfl: them. Some other injuries

were alledged as the ground or the quarrel ; M^gn^iia,

and, confiderinp[ the intcrefled views and
Y-""'

''

'

irregular hves ot many of the eaftern fet-

tlers, their diltance from the feat of gov-

ernment, and the want of due fuhordi-

nation among them, it is not improba-

ble that a great part of the blame of the

eaflern war belonged to them.

The firft alarm of the war in Plymouth

colony fpread great confternation among
the diftant Indians, and held them a while

in fufpence what part to ad: ; for there had

been a long external friendfliip fubfiftin^^

between them and the Englifh, and thcv

were afraid of provoking fo powerful

neighbours. But the feeds ofjealoufy and

hatred had been fo effedually fown, that

the crafty and revengeful, and thofc who
were ambitious of doing fome exploits,

foon found means to urge them on to an

open rupture ; fo that v/ithin twenty days

after Philip had begun the war at the

fouthward, the flame broke out in the

moft northeafierlv part of the country, at

the diftance of two hundred miles.

TheEnglilh inhabitants about the river

Kenncbcck, hearing of the infurre6tion iii

Plymouth

Hih-.'oi:,"

r- '1-
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x675. Plymouth colony, determined to make
^""^ ' trial of the fidelity of their Indian neigh-

bours, by requefting them to deliver their

arms. They madeafhevv ofcompliance

;

but, in doing it, committed ana<S of vio-

lence on a Frenchman, who lived in an

Englifh family ; which being judged an

offence, both by the Englifh and the elder

Indians, the offender was feizedj but up-

on apromife, with fecurity, for his future

good behaviour, his life was fpared, and

fomc of them confentcd to remain as hof-

tages j who foon made their efcape, and

joined with their fellows in robbing the

houfe of Purchas, an ancient planter at

Pechypfcot.

The quarrel being thus begun, and

their natural hatred of the Englifh, and

jealoufy of their defigns, having rifen

to a great height under the malignant

influence of Squando and other leading

men ; and being encouraged by the ex-

ample of the weftern Indians, who were

daily making depredations on the colonies

of Plymouth and MalTachufetts ; they

took every opportunity to rob and murder

the people in the fcattered feitlements of

the province of Maine ; and having dif-

per fed themfelves into many fmall parties,

th::t they might be the more extenfively

mifchicvous,
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miichievous, in the month of September 1675.

they approached the plantations at Paf- ' "
'

cataqua.and m.adetheir firft onfct at Oyftcr

river then a part of the town of Dover,

but no'.v Durham. Here they burned two

houfes bclongirg to two per Tons named

Chefly, killed two men in a canoe, and

carried away two captives; both of whom
foon after made their efcapc. About the

fame time a party of four laid in ambulli

near the road between Exeter and Hamp-
ton, where they killed one, and took an-

other, who made his cfcape. Within a

few^ days an alTault was made on the houfe

of one Tozer at Newichw^annock,where-

in were fifteen women and children, all of

whom,except two, were faved by the intre-

pidity of a girl of eighteen. She liril: feeing

the Indians as they advanced to the houfe,

fliut the doer and flood againft it, till the

other sefcaped to the next houfe, which was
better fecured. The Indians chopped the

door to pieces with their hatchets, and then

entering, they knocked her down, and

leaving her for d^\<^, went in purfuit of

the otliers, of whom two children, who
could not get over the fence, fell into their

hands. The adventurous heroine recov-

ered, and was perfedly healed of her

wound.

The
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1675. The two following days they made fev-

' ^ ' eral appearances on both fides of the riv-

er, ufing much infolence, and burning

two houfes and three barns, with a large

quantity of grain. Some fliot were ex-

changed without effevft, and a purfuit was
made after them into the woods by eight

fnen, but night obliged them to return

without fuccefs. Five or fix houfes were
burned at Oyiler river, and two more men
killed. Thefe daily infults could not be

borne without indignation and reprifal.

About twenty young men, chiefty of Do-
ver, obtained leave of Major Waldron,
then commander of the militia, to try their

Huv.ird, fkill and courage with the Indians in their

own way. Having fcattered themfelves

in the woods, a fmall party of them difco-

vered five Indians in afield near a defert-

ed lioufe, fome of whom were gathering

corn, and others kindling a fire to roafi: it.

The men were at fuch a diihince from their

fellows that they could make no fignal to

them without danger of a difcovery ; two
of theni, therefore, crept along filently,

near to the houfe, froni whence they fud-

deniy rufhed upon thofe two Indians, who
were bufy at the fire, and knocked them
down with the butts of their guns ; the

other three took the alarm and efcaped.

All

p. 2Z.
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All the plantations at Pafcataqua, with i 675,
the whole eaflern country, were now filled

'—^^
—

'

with fear and cont^ulion : BiilineTs was

fafpended, and every man ^^'as ohhged to

provide for his own and his family's fare-

r_r. The only Way was to dcfert their ha-

bitations, and retire together within the

larger andmore convenient houfes, which

Jhey fortified with atimber wall and flank-

arts, placing a centr}^-box on tlic roof.

Thus the labour of the field was exchang-

ed for tlic duty of the garrifon, and thev

who had long lived in peace and fecurity

were upon their guard night and day,

fubje(5L to continual alarms, and the moil

fearful apprehenfions.

The feventh of Odtober was obfervcd

as a day of faftingand prayer; and on the

flxteenth the enemy niade anaffault upon
the inhabitants at Salmen falls, in Berwick.

Lieutenant Roger Plaifted, being a man of

true courage and of a public fpirit, imme-
diately lent out a party of feven from his

garrifon to make difcovcry. They fell

into an ambufli j three were killed, and

the reft retreated. The Lieutenant then

diipatchcd an exprefs to Major Waldron
and Lieutenant Coffin at Cocliccho, beg-

ging moft importunately for help, which
they v.erc in no capacity to afford, cors-

fulently
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1675. futently with their own fafety. The next
*~"^^

' day Flaifled ventured out with twenty men,
and a cart to fetch the dead bodies of their

friends, and unhappily fell into another

ambufh. The cattle affrighted ran back,

and Plaifted being deferted by his men,
and difdaining either to yield or fly, was
killed on the fpot, with his eldeft fon and

one more; his other fon died of his wound
in a few weeks. Had the heroifm of this

worthy family been imitated by the reft

of t)ie party, and a reinforcement arrived

in feafon, the enemy might have received

fuch a fevere check as would have prevent-

ed them from appearing in fmall parties.

The gallant behaviour of Plaifted, though

ht2.\ to himfclfand his fons, had this good

eife(l^, that the enemy retreated to the

woods ; and the next day Captain Froft

came up with a party from Sturgeon creek,

and peaceably buried the dead : But be-

fore the month had expired a mill was

burned there,and an affauit made on Froft's

garrifon, who though he had only three

boys with him, kept up a conftanl fire, and

called aloud as if he were commanding a

body of men, to march here and fire there ;

the ilratagemfucceeded, and the houfe was

faved. The enemy then proceeded down

the river, killing and plundering as they

found
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found people ofFtheir guard, till rhey came 1 675.
oppofiteto Portfmouth; from whence fome '^—^—

'

cannon being fired they difperfed, and were

purfued by the help of a light fnow whicli

icll in the night, and were overtaken by
the iide of a fwamp, into which they threw

themfelves, leaving their packs and plun-

der to the purfuers. They foon after did

more mifchief at Dover, Lamprey river

and Exeter; and with thefe fmall, but ir-

ritating afiaults and ilvirmifhes, the autumn

was fpent till the end of November ;

when the number of people killed and

taken from Kennebeck to Fafcataqua a-

mounted to upwards of fifty.

The Mafllichufetts government being

fully employed in defending the fouthern

and weftern parts, could not feafonably

fend fuccours to the eaflward. Major

General Denifon,who commanded the mi-

litia of the colony, had ordered the majors

who commanded the regiments on this

Ijde of the country, to draw out a fuflicient

number of men to reduce the enemy, by

attacking them at their retreat to their

head-quarters at Oilapy and Pigwacket.

J5ut the winter letting in early and fiercely,

and the men being unprovided with rack-

ets to travel on the fnow, which by tlie

tenth of December was four feet deep in

the
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167^. the woods, it was impofTible to execute the
'^^^'^'^

defign. This peculiar feverity of the fca-

fon however proved favourable. The In-

dians were pinched with famine, and hav-

ing loft by their own confeffion about

ninety of their number, partly by the war,

and partly for want of food, they were re-

duced to the neceflity of fuing for peace.

With this view they came to Major Wal-

drOn.cxprefTing great forrow for what had

been done, and promifing to be quiet and

fubmiffive. By his mediation a peace was

concluded with the W'hole body of eaftern

Indians,which continued till the next i\u-

guft ; and might have continued longer,

if the inhabitants of the eaftern parts had

not been too intent on private gain, and

of a difpoiition too ungovernable to be a

barrier aiiainft: an enemv fo irritable and

vindictive. The reftoration of the captives

made the peace more pleafant : A return

from the dead could not be more welcome
than a deliverance from Indian captivity.

1676. The war at the fouthw^ard, though re-

'^

—

-
—

' newed in the fpring,drew toward a clofe.

Philip's affairs were defperate ; many of

his allies and dependents forfook him ;

^, ,
, and in the month of Aucuft he was flain

Mnno.rs, i^y ^ party under Captain Church. Thofe

vvcflcrn Indi.inswho had been en2:aG:ed in

the
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the war, now fearing a total extirpation, 1676.

endeavoured to conceal themfelves among '—
^

"*

their brethren of Penacook who had not

joined in the war,and with thofe of Offapy

and Pigwacket who had made peace. But

they could not fo difguife themfelves or

their behaviour as to efcape the difcern-

ment of thofe who had been converfant

with Indians. Several of them were takea

at different times and delivered up to pub-

lic execution. Three of them, Simon,

Andrew andPeter, who had been concern-

ed in killing Thomas Kimbal of Bradfurd,

and captivating his family, did, within fix

weeks voluntarily reftore the woman and

five children. It being doubted whether

this adoffubmiflion was a fufficicnt atone-

ment for the murder, they were commit-

ted to Doverprifon till their cafe lliouldbe

confidered. Fearing that this confinement

was a prelude to farther punifliment, they

broke out of prilon,and going to the call-

ward, joined with the Indians of Kenc-

beck and Amorifcogin in thofe depreda-

tions which they renewed on the inhabi-

tants of thofe parts, in Auguft, and were

afterward acftive in diflreffing the people

at Pafcataqua.

This renewalof hoftilitiesoccafioned the

fending of two companies to the eaftward

under
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1676. under Captain Jofeph Syll, and Captain
' •'
—

' William Hawthorne. In the courfe of

their march they came to Cochecho, on.

the fixth of September, where four hun-

dred mixed Indians were met at the houfe

of Major Waldron, with whom they had

made the peace, and whom they confider-

ed as their friend and father. The two

captains would have fallen upon them at

once, having it in their orders to feize all

Indians, who had been concerned in the

war. The major diffuaded them from that

purpofe,and contrived the following lira-

tagem. He propofed to the Indians, to

have a training the next day, and a fhani

fight after the Englifh mode ; and fum-

moning his own men, with thofe under

Captain Froftof Kittery,they, in conjunc-

tion with the two companies, forrned one

party, and tlie Indians another. Having

diverted them a while in this manner, and

caufed the Indians to fire the firfl volley ;

by a peculiar dexterity, the whole body

of them (except two or three) were fur-

rounded, before they could form a fufpi-

cion of what was intended. They were

immediately fcized and difarmed, without

the lofs of a man on either fide. A fepa-

ration was then made : Wonolanfct, with

the Penacook Indians, and others who
had
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had joined in making peace the winter be- 1 676.

fore, were peaceably difmilTed > but the *~"^ '

ftrange Indians (as they were called) who
had lied from the fouthward and taken re-

fuge among them, were made priIoners»

to the number of two hundred ; and be-

ing fent to Bofton, feven or eight of them,

who were known to have killed any

Englifhmen,werecondemned and hanged;

the reft were fold into flavery in foreign

parts.

This acflion was highly applauded by

the general voice of the colony; as it gave

them opportunity to deal with their ene-

mies in a judicial way, as rebels, and, as

they imagined, to extirpate thofe trouble-

fome neighbours. The remaining Indi-

ans, however, looked upon the condu(5l of

Major Waldron as a breach of faith ; inaf-

much as they had taken thofe fugitive In-

dians under their protedlion.and had made
peace with him, which had been flridly

obferved with regard to him and hi;^

neighbours, though it had been broken

eliewhere. The Indians had no idea of

the lame government being extended very

far, and thought they might make peace

in one place, and war in another, without

any imputation of infidelity j but a breach

of hofpit:Uity and friend Ihip, as they deem-
ed
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i6']6. ed this to be, merited, according to their

' ' principles, a fevere revenge, and was never

to be forgotten or forgiven. Tiie major's

iituation on this occaiion was Indceii ex-

tremely critical ; and he could not have

a(5led either way without blame. It is

faid that his .own judgment was againft

any forcible meafure, as lie knew that

many of thofe Indians were true friends

to the colony ; and that in cafe of failure

he fhould expofe the country to their re-

lentment j but had he not affifted the forces

in theexecution oftheir commifTion (which

ivas to feize all Indians who had been con-

cerned withPhilip ii7 the war)he mufthave
fallen under cenfure, and been deemed
accelTary, by his neglect, to the mifchiefs

which might after^^^ard have been perpe-

trated by them. In this dilemma he finally

determined to comply with the orders and

expectations of government ; imagining

that he ihould be able to fatisfy thofe of

the Indians whom he intended to difmifs»

and that the others would be removed out

of the way of doing any further mif-

chief; but he had no lufpicion that he was

laying a fnare for his own life. It was

unhappy for him, that he was obliged in

deference to the laws of his country, and

th?: orders of government, to give oilence

to
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to a people who, having no public judica- 1 676.

tories and penal laws among; themfelves, '

—

'
—

'

were unable to diftingnidi between a le-

gal punifhment and private malice*.

Two days after this furprifal the forces

proceeded on their route to the eaftward,

beinjr joined wiihfome of Waldron'sand

Froft's men ; and taking with them Blind

Will, a fagamore of the Indians who lived

about Cochecho, and eight of his people

for pilots. The eaflern fettlements were

all either deftroyed or deferted, and no

enemy was to be feen ; fo that the expe-

dition proved fruitlefs, and the compa-

nies retunre-d to Pafcataqua.

It was then thought advifcable,that they

fhould march up toward the OfTapy ponds;

where the Indians had a ftrong fort of

timber fourteen feet high, with flankarts

;

w^hich they had a few years before hired

fome Englifli carpenters to build for them,

as a defence againft the Mohawks,ofwhom
they were always afraid. It was thought

that if the Indians could be furprized on

their firft return to their head-quarters, at

L the

• The above account of the feizure of the Indians is given from the

inoft authentic and credible tradition that could be obtained within fixteen

j-eaTs, prtcedrn? 178411001 the pofterityof thofc perfons who were con-

cerned in the affair. It is but juft mer:tioned by Hubbard and Mather,

and not in connexion with its copfefjuences. Neal, for want of better

iiformaticn, has given a wrong turn to the relation, and fo has Wynne
who copies from him, Hucchinfon has not meatiojied it at ail.
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1 676. the beginning of winter, fomeconfiderabk
" '~*^ advantages might be gained againfl: them;

or if they had not arrived there, that the

provifions, which they had laid in for their

winter fubfiftence, might be deftroyed.

Accordingly, the companies being well

provided for a march at that feafon, fet off

on the firft of November ; and after tra-

velling four days through a rugged, moun-
tainous wildernefs, and crolling feveral

rivers, they arrived at the fpot; but found

the fort and adjacent places entirely de-

ferted, and faw not an Indian in all the

way. Thinking it needlefs for the whole

body to go further, the weather being fe-

vere,and the fnow deep, a feledl party was

detached eighteen or twenty miles above;

whodifcovered nothing but frozen ponds,

and fnowy mountains ; and fuppofing the

Indians had taken up their winter quarters

nearer the fea, fhey returned to Newich-
wannock, within nine days from their

firft departure.

They had been prompted to undertake

this expedition by the falfe accounts brought

by Mogg, an Indian of Penobfcot, wdiohad

come in to Pafcataqua, with a propofal of

peace ; and had reported that an hundred

Indians were aflembled at OlTapy. This

Indian brought with him two men of

Portfmouth,
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Portfmouth, Frver and Kendal, who had 1676.

been taken on board a veflel at the eaft-
^—

^

'

ward. He was deputed by the Penobfcot

tribe to confent to articles of pacification ;

and Joeing Tent to Bofton, a treaty was

drawn and fubfcribed by the governor and

inagiftrates on the one part, and by Mogg
on the other ; in which it was ftipulated,

that if the Indians of the other tribes did

not agree to this tran faction, and ceafe ho-

ftilities, they fhould be deemed and treat-

ed as enemies by both parties. This treaty

was figned on the fixth of November ;

Mogg pledging his life for the fulfilment

of it. Accordingly, velTels being fent to

Penobfcot, the peace v/as ratified by Mado-
kawando the fachem, and two captives

were reftorcd. But Mogg, being incau-

tioufly permitted to go to a neighbouring

tribe, on pretence of perfuading them to

deliver their captives, though hepromifed

to return in three days, was feen no more.

It was at firfl thought that he had been

facrificed by his countrymen, as he pre-

tended to fear when he left the velTels ;

but a captive who efcaped in January gave 1 61^,
a different account of him j that he boaft- *

—

"
—

'

cd of having deceived the Englifh, and
laughed at their kind entertainment ofhim.

There was alfo a defign talked of among
L 2 them
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1 677. them to break the peace in the fpring, and
'

—

^—^ join with the other Indians at the eaftward

in ruining the filhery. About the fame

time it was difcovered that fome of the

Narrliaganfet Indians were fcattered in the

caftern parts j three of them having been

decoyed by fome of the Cochecho Indians

into their wigwams, and fcalped, were

known by the cut of their hair. This

raifed a fear in the minds of the people,

that more of them might have found their

way to the eaftward, and would profe-

cute their revenge againft them.

From thefe circumftances it was fufpec-

ted, that the truce would be but of lliort

continuance. The treachery of Mogg,
who was furety for the performance of

the treaty, was deemed a full juftification

of the renewal of hoftilities j and the ftaie

of things was, by fome gentlemen of Paf-

cataqua, reprefcnted to be fo dangerous,

that the government determined upon a

winter expedition. Two hundred men,
including fixty Natick Indians, were en-

Ii£led and equipped, and failed fromBofton
the iirft week in February, under the

command of Major Waldron ; a day of

prayer having been prcvioufly appointed

for the luccefs of the enterprize.

At
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At Cafco the major had a fruitlefs con- 1677.

ference, and a flight ikirnnilli with a few '
^"^

Indians, of whom fome were killed and

wounded. At Kennebeck he built a fort,

a?^d left a garrifon of forty men, under the

command of Captain Sylvanus Davis. At

Pemaquid he had a conference with a com-

pany of Indians, who promifed to deliver

their captives on the payment of a ranfom :

Part of it being paid, three captives were

delivered, and it was agreed that the con-

ference fliould be renewed in the after-

noon, and all arms be laid afide. Some
fufpicion of their infidelity had arifen, and

when the major went aihore in the after-

noon with five men, and the remainder

of the ranfom, he difcovered the point of

a lance hid under a board, which he drew

out and advanced with it toward them ;

charging them with treachery in conceal-

ing their arms fo near. They attempted

to take it from him by force ; but he

threatened them with inftant death, and

waved his cap for a fignal to the velTels.

Whilft the reft were coming on fhore, the

major with his nve men fecured the goods

:

Some of th« Indians fnatching up a bun-

dle ofguns which they had hid, ran away

:

Captain Froft, who was one of the five,

feized an Indian, who was well known to

be
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1677. be a rogue, and with Lieutenant Nutter,
^~^'~'

carried him on board. The major fearch-

ing about found three guns, with which
he armed his remaining three men ; and
the reft being come on fhore by this time,

they purfued the Indians, killed /everal of
them before they could recover their ca-

noes, and after they had pufhed off, funk
one with five men, who were drowned ;

and took four prifoners, with about a

thoufand pounds of dried beef, and fome
other pkinder. The whole number of the

Indians was twenty-five.

Whether the cafual difcovery ot their

arms, which they had agreed to lay afide,

was fufficient to juftify this feverity, may
be doubted ; fince, if their intentions had
really been hoffcile, they had a fine oppor-

tunity of ambufhing or feizing the major

and his five attendants, who came afhore

unarmed ; and it is not Jikely that they

would have waited for the refl to come

afliore before they opened the plot. Pofli-

bly, this fuddenfufpicion might be ground-

lefs, and might infliame the prejudice

againfl the major, which had been alrea-

dy excited by the feizure of their friends

at Cochecho fome time before.

On the return of the forces, they found

fome wheat, guns, anchors and boards at

Kennebeck,
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Kennebeck, which they took with them. 1677,
They killed two Indians on Arrowlick '—«—

'

Ifland, who, with one of the prifoners

taken at Pemaquid, and {hot on board,

made the number of Indians killed in

this expedition thirteen. They returned

to Bofton on the eleventh of March, with-

out the lofs of a man, bringing with them
the bones of Captain Lake, which they

found entire in the place where he was

killed*.

There being no profpedl of peace at the

eaftward, it became neceflary to maintain

great circumfpedion and refolution, and

to make ufe of every poffible advantage

againfl: the enemy. A long and invete-

rate animofity had fubfifled between the

Mohawks and the eaf^ern Indians, the

original of which is not mentioned, and

perhaps was not known by any of our

hiftorians ; nor can the oldelt men among
the Mohawks at this day give any account

of it. Thefe Indians were in a ftate of

frkndfhip with their Englilli neighbours;

and being a fierce and formidable race of

men, their name carried terror wherever

it

• Here ends Hubbard's printed nirrative. The account of the rc-

lalndcr of thii war is taken from his MS liiftory, from fundry original

letters, and from a MS journal found in Priiice's coUeft on, and fuppo-

ied to hav« been writfea by Captaio Lawrence Hammond of Charkft«wn.
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1677. it was known. It was now thought, thaFt

^^
" ' if they could be induced to profecute their

ancient quarrel with the eaftern Indians,

the latter might be awed into peace, or

incapacitated for any farther mifchief.

The propriety of this meafure became a

fubjed: of debate ; fome queftioning the

lawfulnefs of making ule of their help,

** as they were heathen ;'* but it was urged

in reply, that Abraham had entered into

Genefis, a coufedcracy with the Amorites, among
whom he dwelled, and made ufe of their

afliilance in recovering his kinfman Lot

from the hands of their common enemy.

With this argument the objedors were

fatisfied ; and two melTengers, Major
Pynchon of Springfield, and Richards of

Hartford were difpatched to the country

of the Mohawks ; who treated them with

great civility, exprelTed the moft bitter

Hubbard's hatred againft the eailern enemy, and

\y.
'

°'
promifed to purfue the quarrel to the ut^

moft of their power.

Accordingly fome parties of them came
down the country about the middle of

March, and the firft alarm was given at

Amuikeeg falls ; where the ion ofWono-
lanfet being hunting, difcovered fifteen

Indians on the other fide, who called to

him in a language which he did not un-

derhand ;
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derftand j upon which he fled, whiUt they >^77.

fired near thirty guns at him without efred:.
^"^^

Prefently after this they were dilcovered

in the woods about Cochecho. Major

Waldron fent out eight of his Indians

whereof Bhnd Will was one, for farther

information. They were all: furpriled to- ms jour-

gether by a company of the Mohawks ;
30."

twoorthree efcapcd, the others were either

killed or taken : Will was dragged away
by his hair; and being wounded, periflied

in the woods, on a neck of land, formed

by the confluence of Cochecho and liing-

glafs rivers, which flill bears the name of

Blind Will's Neck. This fellow was

judged to be a fecret enemy to theEnglifh,

though he pretended rnuch friendihip and

refpecft ; fo that it was impoffible to have

puniilied him, without provoking the

other neighbouring Indians, with whom
he lived in amity, and of whofe fidelity

there was no fufpicion. It was at firfl ""''''"^»

thought a lortunate circumltance that he

was killed in this manner ; but the con-

fequencc proved it to be otherwife ; for

two of thofe v.'ho were taken with him
efcaping, reported that the Mohawks MSjour.

threatened deftruiflion to all the Indians ''^'*

in thefe parts without diflindion : So that

thofe who lived in fubje^ion to the En-
giifh
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1677. glifh grewjealous oftheir fincsrity,and ima-
* " ' gined, not without very plaufible ground,

that the Mohawks had been perfuaded or

hired to engage in the war, on purpofe

to deftroy them; fincc they never actually

cxercifed their fury upon thofe Indians

who were in hoftility with the EngHfh,

but only upon thof^ who were in friend-

fhip with them ; and this only in fuch a

degree as to irritate, rather than to weak-

en or diflrefs them. It cannot therefore

be thought ftrange that the friendly In-

dians were alienated from their Engliih

neighbours, and difpofed to liften to the

feducing ftratagems of the French ; who
in a few years after madeufe of them, in

conjundion with others, forely to fcourge

thefe unhappy people. The Englifh, in

reality, had no fuch deiign ; but the event

proved, that the fcheme of engaging the

Mohawks in our quarrel, however lawful

in itfelf, and countenanced by the exam-
ple of Abraham, was a pernicious fource

of innumerable calamities.

The terror which it was thought this

incurfion of the Mohawks would ftrike

into the eaftern Indians was too fmall to

prevent their renewing hoftilities very early

in the fpring. Some of the garrifon who
had been left at Kennebeck were furprized

by
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by an ambulli, as they were attempting

to bury the dead bodies of their friends,

who had been killed the fummer before,

and had Iain under the fnow all winter. H;j]'^^'-d'»

Ms,

The remainder of that garrifon.-were then

taken off and conveyed to Pafcataqua ;

whither a company of fifty men and ten

IMatick Indians marched, un^er Captain

Svvaine, to fuccour the inhabitants, who
were alarmed by fcattered parties of the

enemy, killing and taking people, and

burning houfes in Wells, Kittery, and

within the bounds of Portfmouth*. A
young woman who was taken from Raw-
ling's houfe, made her efcape and came
into Cochecho, informing where the enemy
lay : Three parties were difpatched to am- April «=

bufh three places, by one of which they

muft pafs : 'The enemy appearing at one

of thefe places, were feafonably difcoveredj

but by the too great eagernefs of the party

to fire on them, they avoided the ambufh

and efcaped.

Soon after this the garrifons at Wells

and Black Point werebefet, and at thelat- May i«.

ter place the enemy lofl their leader Mogg,
who

* The following extraft from the before mentioned journal,

(hews fomethjng of the fpirit of the times.

••April i6. The houfe of John Kennifton was burnt and he killed

• at Greenland. The Indians are Simon, Andrew, and Peter,

«'thofe three we had in prlfon, and (hou'.d have killed. The good
" Lord garden us."
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1 677. who had proved fo treacherous a negocia-
'

—

" ' tor. Upon his death they fled in their

canoes, fome to the eaftward and others

toward York, where they alfo did fome
May 27. mifchief. On a fabbath morning, a party

of twenty, under the guidance of Simon,

furprifed fixofour Indians, who lay drunk

in the woods, at a fmall diftance from

Portfmouth ; they kept all day hovering

about the town , and it they had taken ad-

vantage of the people's abfence from home
in attending the public worfhip they might

MS Letter
^afily ha.ve plundered and burned the out-

5^^'j^; mofl houfes ; but they were providentially

feflrained. At night they croiTed the riv-

er at the Long Reach, killed fome Iheep

at Kittery, and then went toward Wells ;

but being afraid of the Mohiwks, let their

June 13. prifoners go. Four men «vvere foon after

killed at North Hill, one of whom was
Edward Colcott, whofe death was much
regretted.

More mifchief being expeded, and the

eaftem fettlements needing affiflance, the

government ordered two hundred Indians

of Natick, with forty Englifh foldiers,

under Captain Benjamin Swett of Hamp-
ton, and Lieutenant Richard Ton, to march
to the falls of Taconick on Kennebeck

river ; where it was faid the Indians had

fix
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fix forts, well furniflied with ammunition.

The veffels came to an anchor ofF Black

Point ; where the captain being informed

that fome Indians had been feen, went on

fhore with a party ; and being joined by

fome of the inhabitants, fo as to make a-

bout ninety in all, marched to feek the

enemy ; who fhovved themfelves on a plain

in three parties. Swett divided his men
accordingly, and went t® m»eet them. The
enemy retreated till they had drawn our

people two miles from the fort, and then

turning fuddenly and violently upon them,

threw them into confufion, they being

moftly young and unexperienced loldiers.

Swett, with a few of the more refolute,

fought bravely on the retreat, till he came
near the fort, when he was killed ; fixty MSLetnr

more were left dead or wounded, and the cookmof

refl: got into the fort. The vi(florious fav- ^""f'"*'-

ages then furprilcd about twenty fifhing

veffels, which put into the eaflern harbours

by night ; the crews, not being apprehen-

five of danger on the water, fell an eafy

prey to them. Thus the fummer was fpent H^ibbard*

with terror and perplexity on our part

;

whilft the enemy lioted without control,

till they had fatiated their vengeance, and

greatly reduced thceaftern fettlements.

M

MS Hill.
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At length, in the month of Aiiguft,

Major Androffe, governor of New-York,
fentafloop with fome forces to take pof-

fefTion of the land which had been granted

to the Duke of York, and build a fort at

Pemaquid, to defend the country againfl

the encroachment of foreigners. Upon
their arrival the Indians appeared friendly;

and in evidence of their pacific difpofition,

reftored fifteen prifoncrs with the fifhing

vefTeis. They continued quiet all the fuc-

ceeding autumn and winter, and lived in

harmony with the new garrifon.

1678. In the fpring, Major Shapleigh ofKitte-
' ' ' ry, Captain Champernoon and Mr. Fryer

of Portfmouth, were appointed commifli-

oners to fettle a formal treaty of peace

MS four, v.'ith Squando and the other chiefs, which

was done at Cafco, whither they brought

the remainder of the captives. It was fti-

pulated in the treaty, that the inhabitants

fhould return to their deferted fettlements,

on condition of paying" one peck of corn

annually for each family, by way of ac-

knowledgment to the Indians for the pof-

icfiion ot their lands, and one bulhel for

Major Pendleton, who was a great pro-

prietor. Thus an end was put to a tedious

and diflrefling war, which had fub filled

three years. The terms oi' peace were dif-

graceful,

nal, April
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graceful, but not unjuft, confidering the 1678.

former irregular conduct of many ot the '
^^^

eaftcrn fettlcrs, and the native propriety of

the Indians in the foil : Certainly they

were now mailers of it ,^ and it was entire-

ly at their option, whether the Englifh

Ihould return to their habitations or not.

It was therefore thought better to live

peaceably, though in a fort of fubjedtion,

thantoleave fuch commodious fettlements

and forego the advantages cf trade and

fifhery, which were very confidcrable, and

by which the inhabitants of that part of

the country had chiefly fubfifted.

It was a matter of great inquiry and

fpeculation how the Indians Vvcre fupplied

with arms and ammunition to carry on
this war. The Dutch at New-York were Hubbard-i

too near the Mohawks for the caflern In- Narmivr.

dians to adventure thither. The French
^'

in Canada were too feeble, and too much
in fear of the Englifh, to do any thing

which might difturb the tranquility ; and

there was peace between the two nations.

It was therefore fuppofed that the Indians

had long premeditated the war, and laid

in a flock beforehand. There had for-

merly been fevere penalties exadled by the

government, on the felling of arms and

ammunition to the Indians ; but ever

fince
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1678. fince 1657, licences had been granted to

'
' ' particular perfons to fiipply them occasion-

ally for the purpofe of hunting, on pay-

ing an acknowledgment to the public trea-

fury. This indulgence, having been much
abufed by fome of the eaflern traders , who,

S'lSivefn ^^^ '^'^^'^ ^^^s ^eat of government, v/ere im-
iiutch. col. patient of the reflraint of law, vvas" fup-
papers, p. 1 ' r
492- pofed to be the fource of the mifchief.

But it was afterward difcovered that the

Baron deSt. Caftine, a reduced French of-

ficer, who had married a daup-hter of Ma-
dokawando, and kept a trading houfe at

Penobfcot, where he confidered himfelf as

independent, being out of the limits ofany

eftabliflied government, was the perfon

from whom they had their fupplies j which

needed not to be very great, as they always

huibanded their ammunition with much
Ibid, p. 562. care, and never expended it but when

they were certain of doing execution.

The whole burden and expence of this

vuar, onthepartof thecolonies, wereborne

by themfelves.lt was indeed thought ftrange

by their friends in England, and refent^d

by thofe in power, that they made no ap-

plication to the king for affiflance. It was

intimated to them by Lord Anglefey ' that

hutch. Hi(i. ' his majefty was ready to ailift them with
'°'-5^3C9

^ fi-^ips, troops, ammunition or money, it

* they
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* they would but afk it -/ and their lilence 1 6781
wasconllrued to their difadvantage, as if ^-v—

'

they were proud, and obftinate, and de-

fired to be confidercd as an independent

Hate. They had indeed no inchnation to

afk favours from thence ; being well aware

of the confequcnce of laying themfelves

under obligations to thofe vvho had been

feeking to undermine their eft.iblifhmenti

and remembering how they had been ne-

glc(fled in the late Dutch wars, when they

flood in much greater need of a-Titiance :

The king had then fent ammunition to

New-York, but had fent word to New- „ ,

England, * that they muft fhift for them- coi pp.

* felves and make the befl: defence they ^
"

•could.' It was therefore highly injuri-

ous to blame them for not making ap-

plication for help. But if they had not

been fo ill treated, they could not be charg-

ed with difrefped:, fince they really did not

need foreign afTiifance. Ships of war and

regular troops muft have been altogether

ufelefs J and no one who knew the nature

of an Indian war could be ferious in pro-

pofing to fend them. Ammunition and

money were neceifary, but as they had

long enjoyed a free trade, and had coined

the bullion which they imported, there

was no fcarcity ofmenev, nor ofanv ftores

M '

vvhich
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1678. which money could purchale. The meth^
""-^-^

od offighting with Indians could be learn-

ed only from themfelves : After a lit-

tle experience, few men in fcattered par-

ties were of more fervice than the largeft

and beft equipped armies which Europe

eould have afforded. It ought ever to be

remembered for the honor of New Eng-

land, that as their firft fettlement, fo their

prefervation, increafe, and defence, even

in their weakeft infancy were not owing

to any foreign affiUance, but under God,
to their own magnanimity and perfeve-

rance.

Our graveft hiftorians have recorded

many omens, predictions, and otheralarm-

ingcircumftances, during this and the Pe-

quod war, which in a more philofophical

and lefs credulous age would not be wor-

thy of notice. When men's minds were

rendered gloomy by the horrors of a fur-

rounding wildernels, and the continual

apprehenfion ofdanger from its favage in-

habitants ; when they were ignorant of
the caufes of many of the common ap-

pearances in nature, and weredifpofed to

rcfolve every unufual appearance into pro-

digy and miracle, it is not to be wonder-
ed that they Ihould imagine they heard

the noife of drums and guns in the air,

and
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and faw flaming fvvords and fpcars in the 1678.
heavens*, and fhould even interpret eclipfes —-—

^

as omninous. Some old Indians had inti-

mated their apprehenfions concerning the

increafe of the Enghfh, and the diminu-

tion of their own people, which any ra-

tional obferver in a courfe of forty or fifty

years might eafily have foretold, without

the leaft pretence to a fpirit of prophecy ;

yet thefe fayings were recollecfted, and re-

corded, as fomany predidiions by force of

a fupernatural impulfe on their minds, and

many perfons of the greateft diflindion

were difpofed to credit them as fuch.

Thefe things would not have been men-
tioned, but to give a juft idea of the age :

If mankind are now better enlightened,

fuperftition is the lefs excufeable in its re-

maining votaries.

The rays of the rifing or feUing fun illuminating the edge of a

fmall cloud, frequently produce appearances of this kind, and th« ex-
j^lofion of a meteor is well known to referable the found of a gun or

dmm„

ma CHAP.
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CHAP. VI.

Mafon^s renewed efforts. Randolph's mij^

Jion and tranfaBions. Attemptsfor the

trial ofMaJons title, New-Hampjhire

Jeparatedfrom Majfachufetts, and made

a royal province^ AbflraB of the com^

miffion. Remarks on it.

^5«- "TTTHILST thecountry was labouring

w_v—' V V under the perplexity and diftrefs

ariling from the war, meafures were taking

in England to increafe their difficulties

and divide their attention. The fcheme

of felling the provinces of New-Hampfhire

and Maine to the crown being laid afidc,

Mafon again petitioned the king for the

reltoration of his property ; and the king

referred the matter to his attorney general

Sir William Jones, and his folicitor general

Sir Francis Winnington,who reported that

y^

** John Mafon, efq. grandfather to the pe-
*• tltioner, by virtue of leveral grants from
*

' the council of New-England under their

*' common feal was inflated in fee in fun-
*' dry great trails of land in New-England,
** by the name of New-Hampfhire ; and

MS Co
** ^^"^ ^^ petitioner being heir at law to

m Superior « tlic faid John had a good and legal title
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** to faid lands." Whereupon a letter was 1 676,

difpatched to the MafTachufetts colony, ,!~~^
'

requiring them to lend over agents with-

in lix months, fully impowered to anfwer

the complaints,which Mafon and the heirs

of Gorges had made, of their iifurping

jurifdidiion over the territories claimed by

them ; and to receive the royal determi-

nation in that matter. Copies of the com-
plaints were inclofed ; and Edward Ran-
dolph, akinfmanof Mafon,amanofgreat
addrefs and penetration, refolute and in-

defatigable in bufinefs, was charged with

the letters, and direded by the Lords of
Trade to make inquiry into the flate of the

country. When he arrived he waited on J"n«^^-

Governor Leverett, who read the king*s

letter with the petitions of Mafon and

Gorges in council, Randolph being pref-

ent, who could obtain no other anfwer Hutchin.

than that " they would confider it." soV^'
^'

He then came into New-Hampfhire,
and as he paffed along, freely declared the

buHnefs on which he was come, and pub-

licly read a letter which Motfon had fent

to the inhabitants. Some ofthem he found

ready to complain of the government, and

defirousof a change ; but the body of the

people were highly enraged againft him ;

and the inhabitants of Dovar in public

town-
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1 676. town-meeting ' protefted againd the clain\
' " '

* of Mafon ; declared that they had bona
* fide purchafed their lands of the Indians ;

* recognized their fubje6tion to the go-
* vernment of Maflachufetts, under whom
* they had Hved long and happily, and by
* whom they were now affilled in defend-
* ing their eftates and families againft the

* favage enemy.* They appointed Major
Waldron *' to petition the king in their

*• behalf, that he would interpofe his royal

*• authority and afford them his wonted
*' favor; that they might not be difturb-

•' ed by Mafon, or any other pcrfon, but
^* continue peaceably in poffeffion of their

cprds. *« rights under the government of MafTa-
** chufetts/* A fimilar petition was fent

by the uihabitants of Portfmouth, who
l^ecoids, ' appointed John Cutts and Richard Mar-
'''^'' '°

tyn, efqrs. Captains Daniel and Stileman

to draught and forward it.

When Randolph returned to Boflon, he

had a fevere reproof from the governor,

forpublifiiinghis errand, and endeavour-

ing to raife difcontent among the people.

To which he made no other anfwer than

Uathn, tliat'ifhe had done amifs, they might
col. F^r. complain to the kin^:.*

Aftcraboutfix wecksftay, he wTntback

to England and reported to the king, that

it Ur^
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*' he had found the wb Je country com- 1676.
*^' plainii.g of the ufurpation of the magif- '' ^^ '

" trates ofBofton; earneflly hoping and

**expe(5ling that his majefty would not

" permit them any longer to be oppreffed ;

** but would give them relief according
** to the promiles of the commiflioners ia
*' 1665." With the fame biiternefs ot

temper, and in the fame ftrain of mifre-

prefcntation, he inveighed againftthe gov-

ernment in a long report to the Lords of

Trade ; which farther inflamed the pre-

judice that had long been conceived againil

the colony, and prepared the way for the

ieparation which was meditated.

After his departure, a Ipecial council

being fummoned, at which the elders of

the churches were prefent, the queilion.

was propofed to them ** whether the beft

*' wayofmaking anfwer to the complaints
** of Gorges and Mafon about the extent

** of their patent, be by fending agents,

** or by writing only ?'* To which they

anfwered, *' That it was moil expedient
'* to fend agents, to anlwer by way of in-

*' formation, provided they were inftrucft-

** ed with much care and caution to nego-
*' ciate the aflfair with fafety to the coun-
*' try, and loyalty to his majcfty, in the

'*' prefervation of their patent liberties.**

Accordingly
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^676. Accordingly William Stoughton, after-

tJ^Jir* ward lieutenant- governor, and Peter Bulk-
^'^- 3°'; I^y ^^^^ fpeaker of the houfe of deputies,

were appointed agents and failed for Eng-
land.

1677, At their arrival an hearing was ordered
'""•^'"^ before the lords chiefjuftices of the king's

bench and common pleas ; when the agents

Narrative In thc namc of the colony difclaimed all
of Allen's .,

, ii- 111
Title, p. 5. titie to the lands cla mied by the petitioner,

and to the jurifdiclion beyond three miles

northward of tie river, Merrimack, to fol-

low the courfe of the river, as far as it ex-

tended. The judges reported to the king
* that they could give no opinion as to the

« right of foil, in the provinces of New-
' Hampfhire and Maine, not having the

* proper parties before them ; it appearing
' that not the MalTachufetts colony, but

* the ter-tenants had the right of foil, and
* whole benefit thereof, and yet were not
* fummoned to defend their titles. As to

' Mafon*s right ofgovernment within the

* foil he claimed, their lordfhips, and in-

* deed his own counfel, agreed he had
* none ; the great council of Plymouth,
* under whom he claimed, having no pow-
* er to transfer government to any. It

Hutch.
^ * was determined that the four towns of

^5?' * fortfmouth, Dover, Exeter and Hamp-
*ton
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* ton were out of the bounds of Maffachu- 1 677.
* fetts.* This report was accepted and ' " '

confirmed by the king in council.

After this, at the requeil of the agents,

Sir William Jones the attorney general

drew up a complete ftate of the cafe to be ^'^'" '^'

tranfmitted to the colony ; by which it

ieems that he had altered his opinion fince

the report which he gave to the king in

1675, concerning the validity of Mafon's

title. It was alfj admitted that the title

could be tried only on the place, there be-

ing no court in England that had cogni-

zance of it.

It became neceflary then to the eflabliOi-

ment of Mafon's title, that a new jurif-

didtion fliould be eredted, in which the

kino: nrio-ht dired: the mode of trial and

appeal at his pleafure : This being refolved

upon, the colony of MaiTachufetts was in-

formed, by a letter from the fecretary of

ilate, of the king's intention to feparate

New-Hampfhire from their government,
"r''a"!

and required to revoke all commifiions 5"-

which they had granted there, and which

were hereby declared to be null and void.

To prevent any extravagant demand, the

king obliged the claimant to declare, un-

der his hand and feal, that he would re-

quire no rents of the inhabitants for the

time

July 24.
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1679. timepalTed, before the twenty fourth of
"^^

June 1679, nor moleft any in their pof-

leffions for the time to come ; but would
make out titles to them and their heirs for-

ever, provided they would pay him fix-

pence in the pound, according to the year-

ly value of all houfes which they had built

and lands which they had improved.

Things being thus prepared, a eommif-
Copimiffi.

fjQpj palled the great feal on the eighieenth

of September for the government of New-
Hampfhire ; which * inhibits and reftrains

" the jurifdidtion exercifed by the colony

* of MafTachufetts over the towns of Portf-

* mouth, Dover, Exeter and Hampton,
* and all other lands extending from three

* miles to the northward of the river Mer-
* rimack and of any and every part there-

* of, to the province of Maine; conftitutes

* aprefident and council to govern the pro-

* vincej appoints JohnCutts,cfq.pre{ident,
* to continue one vear and till another be
* appointed by the fame authority; Rich-
* ard Martyn, William Vaughan, and
* Thomas Daniel of Portfmouth, John
* Oilman of Exeter, ChriftopherHufley of
* Hampton and Richard Waldron of Dov-
* er,efquires, tobeofthecouncil, whowere
* authorifed to choofe three other qualified

' uerfons out of the feveral parts of the

* province
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' province to be added to them. The faid 1679.
' prefident and every fucceeding one to ap- ^^
* point a deputy to prefide in his abfence ;

* the prefident or his deputy with any five

* to be a quorum. They were to meet at

* Portfmouth in twenty days after the ar^

* rival of the commiflion and pubhfh it.

' They were constituted a court of record

* for the administration of judice, accord-

' ing to the laws of England, fo far as cir-

* cumflances would permit ; referving a

* right of appeal to the king in council for

* actions of fifty pounds value. They
* were impowered to appoint military offi-

* cers, and take all needful meafures for

* defence againPc enemies. Liberty of
* con Science was allowed to all proteflants,

* thofe of the church of England to be

* particularly encouraged. For the lupport

* of government they were to continue

* theprcfent taxes,' till an aflembly could

* be called; to which end they were with-

* in three months to iffue writs under the

* province feal, for calling an afTembly,

* towhom the prefident Should recommend
* the pafTmg fuch laws as Sliould eStablilii

* their allegiance, good order and defence,

* and the raifin^: taxes in fuch manner and

* proportion as they fliould fee fit. All

* laws to be approved by the prefident and
* council,
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1 679. * council, and then to remain in for<?c till

'
' ' * the king's pleafure fhould be known » for

* which purpofe they fhould be fent to

* England by the firft fhips. In cafe of
* the prelident's death, his deputy to fuc-

' ceed, and on the death of a counfellor,

* the remainder to eledt another, and fend

* over his name with the names of two
*. other meet perfons, that the king might
* appoint one of the three. The king en-
* gaged for himfelf and fucceffors to con-
* tinuethe privilege of an affembly, in the

* fame manner and form, unlefs by in-

* convenience arifing therefrom he or his

* heirs fhould fee caufe to alter the fame.

* If any of the inhabitants fhould refufe

* to agree with Mafon or his agents, on
* the terms before mentioned, theprefident

* and council were directed to reconcile

* the difference, or fend the cafe flated in

* writing with their own opinions, to the

* king, that he with his privy council might
* determine it according to equity.'

The form of government described in

this commifTion confide red abflracSledly

from the immediate intentions, charadlers,

and connexions of the perfons concerned,

appears to be of as fimple a kind as the

nature of a fubordinate government and

the liberty of the fubje(Sl can admit. The
people.
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people, who are the natural and original 1679.

fource of power, had a reprefentation in ' "
'

a body chofen by themfelves ; and the king

was reprefented by a prefident aiid coun-

cil of his own appointment ; each had the

right of inftrucSing their reprefentative,

and the king had the fuperior prerogative

of difanniilhng the acfts of the whole at

hispleafure. The principal blemifh in the

commiffion was the right claimed by the

king of difcontinuing the reprefentation

of the people, whenever he Hiould find it

inconvenient, after he had folemnly en-

gaged to continue this privilege. The
claufe, indeed, is artfully worded, and

might be conftrued to imply more or lefs

at pleafure. Herein Charles was confid-

ent with himfelf, parliaments being his

averfion. However, there was in this

plan as much of the fpirit of the Britifh.

conftitution as there could be anv founda-

tion for in fuch a colony ; for here was

no third branch to form a balance between

theking orhis reprefentative, and the peo-

ple. The inftitution of an hoiife of peers

in Britain was the refult of the feudal fyf-

tem : the barons being lords of the fuil

and enjoying a fovereignty within iheir

own territories and over their own vaflals

;

the conftitution was formed by the union

ol
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1 679. of thefe diflindl eftates under one commoa
^

—

"
—

' fovereign. But there was nothing fimilar

to this in New-England . The fettlements

began here by an equal divifion of pro-

perty'among independent freemen. Lord-

fhip and vafTalage were held in abhorrence*

The yeomanry were the proprietors of the

foil and the natural defenders of their own
rights and property ; and they knew no

fuperiorbut the king, A council, whether

appointed by him or chofen by the people

could not form a diflind: body, becaufe

they could not be independent. Had fuch

a fimple form of colony government been

more generally adopted, and perfevering-

ly adhered to, and adminiftered only by
the moft delicate hands, it might have

ferved better than any other, to pejpetu*

ate the dependence of the colonies on the

Britifh crown.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIL

Thf adminijlration of thejirjl council. Op^

pojition to the a&s of trade, Mafons
arrival, Oppoftion to him. His de»

parture. State of trade and navigation.

THE commiffion was brought to Portf- 1 680.

mouth on the firll: ot January by Ed- ' ^ '

wardRandolph.thanwhomthere could not counn:

bea more unwelcome melTenaer. It was re-

ceived with great reluctance by the gentte-

mcn therein named ; who, though they
^'^'=^'*^*'

were of the firft chara6ter, intereftand in-

fluence, and had fuftained the principal offi-

ces civil and military under the colony go-

vernment* j yet eafily faw that their ap-

pointment

* The prefident John Cutts was a principal merchant^ of great

probity and efteem in Portfmouth ; but then aged and infirm.

Richard Martyn, was of good charadler, and great influence He
had been very adtive in procuring the fettlemer.t of a miniiter in the

town of Portfmouth.

IVilliam Fuugkan, was a wealthy merchant, generous and public

fpirited, and of undaunted refolution. He was of Welch extraclion,

but was bred in London under Sir Jofiah Child, who had a great regard

for him, and whcfe interell he made ufe of for the good of the provinof.

T'/iejWiji Z)jr/V/ was a perfon of fuch note and importance, that when

he died in a time of general f.cknefs and mortality, Mr. Moody preach-

ed his funeral fermon from 2 Sam. ii. 30. " There lacked of David's

•' fervantJ, nineteen men and y^a^tV." (fitch's MS.)

yahn Gilmun was a principal man in Exeteti as f/AiChriJlephir HuJJi.yf

in Hampton.
Richard IValdron, was a native of Somerfetihire, and one of the fin*

fettlers in Dover. He was much refpedled and eminently ufeful, having

fuftained divers important offices civil and military, and approved hif

courage and fidelity iu the molt hazardous enterpr.jti.
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1680. pointment was not from any refpeA to
''—^—

' them or favour to the people ; but merely
to obtain a more eafy introdudion to a

new form of government, for a particular

purpofe, which they knew would be a

fource of perplexity and diftrefs. They
would gladly have declined ading in their

new capacity; but confidering the temper

of the government in England, the una-
voidable neceffity of fubmitting to the

change, and the danger (upon their refufal)

of others being appointed who would be

inimical to the country, they agreed to

qualify themfelves, determining to do
what good, and keep off what harm they

Council were able. They therefore took the oaths

on the twenty firft day of January, which
was the utmoft time limited, and publifhed

the commiflion the next day. Agreeably
to the royal direction they chofe three

other gentlemen into the council ; Elias

Stileman of Great Ifland who had been
a clerk in the county courts, whom they

now appointed fecretary, Samuel Dalton

of Hampton and Job Clements of Dover.
The prefident nominated Waldron to be

his deputy or vice prefident, Martyn was

appointed treafurer, and John Roberts,

marfhal.

This

Rec.
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This change of government gratified 1 680.

thedifcontentedfew, but was greatly dif-
'—'"^

relilhed by the people in general ; as they

faw themfelves deprived of the privilege

of choofing their own rulers, which was
ftill enjoyed by the other colonies ofNew-
Englandr and as they exped;ed an invafion

of their property foon to follow.

When writs were ilTued for calling a ge-

neral aflembly the perfons in each town
who were judged qualified to vote were

named in the writs*; and the oath of al-

legiance was admin iftered to each voter.

A public taft was obferved, to alk the di- f^''™-**'

vine bleffing on the approaching aflembly

and " the continuance of their precious

** and pkafant things.'* The aflembly
-f-

met at Portfmouth on the fixteenth of

March, and was opened with prayer and

a fermon by Mr. Moody.
N To

• The number of qualified voters in each town was,

In Portfrncuth 7

1

Dover 61

Hamptoa 57
Exeter id

209
+ The deputies in thisfirft affembly were»

For Portfmouth. Hampton.

Robert Eliot, Anthony Stanyon,

Philip Lewis, Thomas Marfton,

John Pickering. Edward Gove.

Dover. Exeter.

Peter Coffin, Bartliolomew Tippin,

Anthony Nutter, Rilph Hjll.

Richard Waldroa* jun-
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1680. To cxprcfs their genuine fentimcnts of
'

—

"
—

' the prefent change, and invalidate the falfc

reports whichhadbeen raifcd againftthem,

as well as to fliow their gratitude iand re-

fpedl to their former protedors,they wrote

to the general court at Bofton ** acknow-
** ledging thekindnefs of that colony in

** taking them under their protection and
** ruling them well ; affuring them, that

** it was not any diflatisfadtion with their

* * government, but merely their fubmiffioti

** to divine providence and his majefty*s

** commands, without any feeking of their

*• own, which induced them to comply
*' with the prefent feparation, which they
*' fliould have been glad had never takea

*' place; iignifying their defire that a
** mutual correfpondencc might be conti-

*' nued for defence againft the common

Council
** enemy, and offering their fervice when

Records. ,. -^ lliould bc nccelfary*/*

Their next care was to frame a code

of laws, of which the firil, conceived in a

llyle becoming freemen, was *' that no

* This letter fully fhews the abfurdity of the reafon a(ngned by Doug,

las in his Summary, vol. 11. page 28, for the erecting this new gov-

einmeiit. "The proprietors and inhabit mts of KsA-ILinipfliire nor.

" capable of proteding themfclvcs againit the C.ni.id^ i'rench and

•'their Indian-., deilred of the crown to take them under its immedi-

«'ate protedlien." A r.-.ndom aillilion, unfupporced byany oroDf, and

contrary to plain fad ! The crown could afford them no protedtioii

againft Indians. VVuh th: Trench the crowawas in ailiance, and :Lc

naiioii Wis at peace.
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•*a<3:, impofition, law or ordinance fliould 1 680.
** be made or impofed upon them, but *

'"^

** fuch as fhould be made by the aflembly

** and approved by the prefident and coun-
*' cil.** Idolatry, blafphcmy, tieafon, re-

bellion, wilful murder, manilaughter,

poifoning, witclicraft, fodomy, beftiality,

perjury, man-ftealing, curfing aud rebel-

ling againft parents, rape and arfon were

made capital crimes. The other penal

laws were in their main principles the fame

which are now in force. To prevent conten-

tions that might arife by reafon of the

late change of government, all townHiips

and grants of land were confirmed, and

ordered to remain as before ; and contro-

verfies about the titles of land were to be

determined by juries chofen by the feveral

towns, according to former cuftom. The
prefident and council with the afTembly

were a fupreme court of judicature, with

a jury when defired by the parties ; and

three inferior courts were conftituted at

Dover, Hampton and Portfmouth. The
military arrangement was, one foot com- msijws,

pany in each town, one company of artil-

lery at the fort, and one troop of horfe,

all under the command ofMajor Waldron.

During this adminiftration, things went

€>n as nearly as polTible in the old channel,
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1680.

Mareh 23.
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and with the fame fpirit, as before the fc-

paration. A jealous watch was kept over

their rights and privileges, and every en-

croachment upon them was withftood to

the utmoft. The duties and reftridions

eftablifhed by the ads of trade and navi-

gation were univerfally difguftful, and the

more fo as Randolph was appointed col-

leftor, furveyor and fearcher ofthecuftoms

throughout New-England. In the exe-

cution of his commiffion he feized a ketch-

belonging to Portfmouth, but bound from

Maryland to Ireland, which had put into

this port for a few days. The mafter

Mark Hunking, brought an action againft

him at a fpecial court before the prelident

and council, and recovered damages and

cofts to the amount of thirteen pounds.

Randolph behaved on this occafion with

fuch infolence, that the council obliged

him publickly to acknowledge his offence

and afk their pardon. He appealed from

theirjudgment to the king; but what the

iffue was doth not appear. Having con-

ftituted Captain Walter Baretoote his dep-

uty at this port, an advertifcment was

publiihed requiring that all veiTcls fliould

be entered and cleared with him. Upon
which Barefoote was brought to examina-

tion, and afterward indicted hefore the

prelident
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prefident and council, for, * having, in an

* high and prelum ptuous manner let up
* his majeily*s office ot cuftoms without
* leave from the prefident and council ; in

* contempt of his majcfty's authority in

* this place; for difturbing and obllrucl-

* ing his majefty's fubjeds in palling from
* harbour to harbour, and town to town;
* and for his infolence in making no other

* anfwer to any queftion propounded to

* him but " my name is Walter.'' He was

fentenccd to pay a fine of ten pounds, and

ftand committed till it was paid. But

though Randolph's authority was denied,

yet they made an order of their own for

the obfervation of the ads of trade, and

appointed officers of their own to fee them

executed. They had been long under the

Maffachufetts government, and learned

their political principles from them ; and

as they had been ufed to think that all

royal authority flowed in the channel of

the charter, (o they now thought thart no

authority derived from the crown could

be regularly exercifed in the province but

through their commiffion. In this they

reafoned agreeably not only to their former

principles, but to their fundamental law,

to which they fteadily adhered, though

they had no reafon to tliink it would be

allowed

1680.
M arch Zs.
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1680. dlowed "by the crown ; and though they
'-^^—

' knew that a rigid adherence to rights,

hoivever clear and facred, was not the way
to recommend themielves to royal favour.

But they were not fingular in thefe fenti-

iTients, nor in their oppufition to the laws

of trade. Randolph was equally hated,

and hi^ commiffion negleded at Bofton ;

where the notary refufed to enter hi^

J)rotell againft the proceedings of tha

court ; and he was obliged to poft it on
the exchange.

In the latter end of the ytkt Mafon ar-.

j5^^
rived from England with a mandamus, re-

quiring the council to admit him to a feat

1681. at the board, which was accordingly done.

He foon entered on the bufinefs he camfe

about } endeavouring to perfuade fome of

the people to take leafes of him, threaten-

ing others if they did not, forbidding them
to cut fire-wood and timber, afferting his

right to the province and aflliming the title

of lord-proprietor. His agents, or ftew-

ards as they Were called, had rendered

themfelves obnoxious by demanding rents

of feveral perfons and threatening to fell

their houfes for payment. Thefe proceed-

ings raifed a general uneafinefs ; and pe-

titions were lent from each tdwti, as well

as from divers individuals, to the council

for

w^



NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 183

for protedion ; who, taking up the matter 1 68 1

.

judicially, publilhed an order, prohibiting
*

—

"
'

Mafon or his agents at their peril to re-

peat fuch irregular proceedings, and de-

claring their intention to tranfmit the

grievances and complaints of the people

to the king. Upon this, Mafon would no

longer fit in council, though defired, nor

appear when fent for ; when they threat-

ened to deal with him as an offender, he

threatened to appeal to the king, and pub-

lifhed a fummons to the prefident and fe-

veral members of the council, and others

to appear before his majcf!:y in three

months. This was deemed *' an ufurpa-
*' tion over his majefty*s authority here
*' eftabliflied,'* and a warrant was iffued

for apprehending him ; but he got out of

their reach and went to England.

During thefe tranfadiions Preiidcnt

Cutts died, and Major Waldron fucceed- ahV"^'
ed him, appointing Captain Stileman for

his deputy, who had quitted his place of

fecrctary upon the appointment of Rich-

ard Chamberlayne to that office by royal

commiffion. The vacancy made in the i68«:

council by the preiident's death was filled

by Richard Waldron, junior. On the death

ofDalton, Anthony Nutter was chofen.

Henry

Dec. 30.
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Henry Dow was appointed marfhal in the

room of Roberts who refigned.

1682. During the remainder of the councirs
*—V—

' adminiftration, the common buHnefs went
on in the ufual manner, and nothing re-

markable is mentioned, excepting another

profecutionofBarefoote, with his affiftants,

William Hafkins and Thomas Thurton

for leizing a vefTel *' under pretence of
** his majefty's name, without theknow-
** ledge of the authority of the province,
** and without fhowing any breach of
*' flatute though demanded." Barefoote

pleaded his deputation from Randolph ;

but he was amerced twenty pounds to

be refpited during his good behaviour,

and his two affiftants five pounds each ;

the complainant being left to the law

for his damages. This affair was carried

by appeal to the king : but the ifTuc is

not mentioned.

It will be proper to clofe the account of

this adminidration with a view of the

ftate of the province as to its trade, im-

provements and defence, from a repre-

lentation thereof made by the council to

the lords of trade, purfuant to their order.

** The trade of the province [{ay they)

is in marts, planks, boards and ffaves and

all other lumber, which at prefent is of

little

i
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little value in other plantations, to which

they are tranfporteci ; fo that we fee no

other way for the advantage of the trade,

unlefs his majefty plcafe to make our river

a free port.

*' Importation by ftranf^ers is of little

value j fhips commonly felling their car-

goes in other governments, and if they

come here, ufually come empty to fill

with lumber but if haply they are at

any time loaded with £iih, it is brought

from other ports, there being none made
in our province, nor likely to be, until

his majefty pleafe to make the ibuth part

of the Illes of Shoals part of this govern-

ment, they not being at prefent under

any*.
*' In reference to the improvement of

lands by tillage, our foil is generally fo

barren, and the winters fo extreme cold

and lono; that there is not provifion enoueh
raifed to fupply the inhabitants, many of

whom were in the late Indian war fo im-

poveri filed

* When thefe idands were fiift fettled is uncertain, bet ;tni.:t

have been vei-y early, as ihey are mod comraodioufly fuuated lor the

iifhery, which wat a principal obj'"tl; with the firll fettle:*.

Whiift New-Harppfliire was united to Maflachufett:, they were un-
der the fame jurifdi^ion, and the town there crcitti wa? called

Appledore. [Mafl". Rec] They are not named in Cv.tts's nor
Cranfickl's conmilTion ; but under Dudley's prefidency, caufes

»fere brought from thence to Portfmouth, which is faid to be ia

the fame county. In Allen's and ail fucceedin,; commiffions, they
are particularly mentioned ; th-: fcutii half of them being in "N:iv-

Jla.Tip.'hire.
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16S2. poverifhed, their houfss and eflates being
*—'—

' deftroyed, and they and others remaining

ilill fo incapacitated for the improvement
of the land, (feveral of the youth being

killed alfo) that they even groan under

the tax or rate, affeffed for that fervice,

which is, great part of it, unpaid to this

day*.
*

' There is at the Great Ifland in Portf-

mouth, at the harbour's mouth, a fort

well enough fituatcd, but for the prefent

too weak and infufficient for the defence

of the place ; the guns being eleven in

number are fm all, none exceeding a facre

[fix pounder] nor above twenty one hund-
red weight, and the people too poor to

make defence fui table to the occalion that

may happen for the fort.

** Thefe guns were brought, and the

fortification ere(5led, at the proper charge

of the towns of Dover and Portfmouth,

at the begining of tlie firft Dutch war,

about the year 1665, in obedience to his

majefty's

* Tates were commonly paid in lumber or provifions at (lated

prices; and whoever paid them in money was abated one third part.

The prices in 1680, were as follows.

Merchantabl* white pine boards per m 30/",

White Oak pipe ftaves per ditto » j£.
ReJ Oik ditto pei ditto - . . - 30/".

Red Oak Hhd. ditto per ditto - - 25/.

Indian Corn per buOiel - - - — 3/1

Wheat per ditto --.--.-^.
Milt per ditto ....... 4/;

N. B. Siirer was f>/. and Z'^- P" o'»
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majefty's coinmand in his letter to the go- 1 6S2.

vernment under which this province then
'—

^

'

was.
•* There are five guns more lying at

the upper part ofPortfmouth, purchafed

by private pcrfons, for their fecurity and

defence againfl the Indians in the late war

with them, and whereof the owners may
difpofe at their pleafure. To fupply the

forefaid defeat and vveaknefs of the guns

and fort, we humbly fupplicate hismajefty

to fend us iuch guns as fhall" be more fer-

viceable, with powder and- fhot.'*

By an account of the entries in the port

annexed to the above, it appears, that from
the fifteenth ofJune 1680, to the twelfth

of April 1 68 1 , were entered, twenty two
fhips, eighteen ketches, two barks, three ^°""^"

. , Record;.

finks, one fhallop and one fly-boat ; in

all forty feven.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIII.

The adminiflration of Cranfield. Violent

meajures. InfurreElion atrial and impri"

fonmentofGove^ Mafon^sfuits. Vaughn

an''s imprifonment . Profecution ofMoo^
dy arid his imprijonment. Arbitrary

proceedings. Complaints. Tumults,

Weare^s agency in England. Cranjield's

removal. Barefoot's adminijlration,

ir'XPERIENCE having now con-

\ \
-^-^ vinced Mafon, that the government

which he had procured to be ere<fted, was
not Hkely to be adminiftered in a manner
favourable to his views, he made it his

bufinefs, on his return to England, to fo-

iicit a change ; in confequence of which
it was determined to commiffion Edward
Cranfield, efq. h'eutenant-g;overnor and

commander in chief of New-Hampfhire.
By a deed enrolled in the court of chan-

jrm. 25. eery, Mafon furrendered to the king one

fifth part of the quit-rents, which had or

Ihould become due : Thefc with the fines

and forfeitures which had accrued to the

crown fmce the eftablilhment of the pro-

vince, and which fhould afterwards arife,

were appropriated to the fupport of the

governor.
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governor. But this being deemed too 1682.

precarious a foundation, Mafon by ano- ""^—

'

ther deed mortgaged the whole province

to Cranfield, for twenty-one years, as fe- M^intJ^s

curity for the payment of one hundred

and fifty pounds per annum, for the fpacc

of feven years. On this encouragement

Cranfield relinquillied a profitable ofl^ice

at home, with the view of bettering his

fortune here.

By the commiflion, which bears date

the ninth of May, the governor was im-
powered to call, adjourn, prorogue and
difTolve general courts ; to have a nega-

tive voice in all ad:s of government ; to

fufpend any of the council when he fhould

fee juftcaufe (and every counfcllor fo fuf-

pended was declared incapable of being

elected into the general affembly ;) to ap-

point a deputy-governor, judges, jufiices,

and other ofiicers> by his fole authority ;

and to execute the powers of vice-admiral.

The cafe of Mafon was recited nearly in

the fume words as in the former commif-
fion, and the fame directions were given

to the governor to reconcile differences, or

lend cafes fairb^ ftated to the king in

council, for his decifion. The councellors

named in this commiflion were Mafon,

who is flyled proprietor, Waldron, Daniel,

Vaughan,
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1682. Vaughan, Martyn, Gilman, Stilemau and
'—*—

' Clements ; Thefe were of the former

council, and to them were added Walter

Barefoote and Richard Chamberlaync.

Council
Cranficld arrived and publiihed his corn-

Records, miffion on the fourth of Oclober, and

within fix days Waldron and Martyn were

fufpended from the council, on certain ar-

ticles exhibited againft them by Mafon.
This early fpecimen of the excrcife of

power mull have been intended as a pub-
lic affront to them, in revenge for their

former fpirited condud: ; othervvife their

names might have been left out of the

cpmmiilion when it was drawn.

The people now plainly faw the dani-

gerous defigns formed againft them. The
negative voice of a governor, his right of

fufpending counlellors, and appointing

officers by his own authority, were wholly-

unprecedented in New-England j arid they

had the lingular mortification to fee the

crown not only appointing two branches

of their legillature, but claiming a nega-

tive on the election of their reprefentatives,

in a particular cafe, which might fome-
times be eftentially neceiliiry to their own
fecurity. They well knew that the folc

delign of thcfe novel and extraordinary

powers v/as to facilitate the entry of the

claimniu
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claimant on the lands which fome of them 1 682.

held by virtue of grants from the flime
'

—

"
'

authority, and which had all been fairly

purchafed of the Indians j a right which

they believed to be of more- validity than

any other. Having by their own labour

and expcnfe fubdued a rough wildernefs,

defended their families and eilaies againft

the favage enemy, without the leaft allift-

ance from the claimant, and held pof-

feflion for above fifty years ; they now-

thought it hard and cruel, that when they

had jull recovered from the horrors of a

bloody war, they fhould have their liberty

abridged, and their property demanded, to

iatisfy a claim which was at befl difputable

!and in their opinion groundlefs. On the

other hand it was deemed unjuil, that

grants made under the royal authority

Ihould be difregarded ; and that fo great

a fum as had been expended by the ancef-

tor of the claimant, to promote the fcttle-

ment of the country, fhould be entirely

loft to him ; efpecially as he had foregone
^^'J""''

fome juft claims on the eftate as a condi-

tion of inheritance. Had the inhabitants

by any fraudulent means impeded the de-

figns of the original grantee, or embezzled

his intereft, there might have been a juft

demand for damages ; but the unfuccefs-

fulnefs
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1 682. fulnefs of that adventure was to be fouglat
'—«—

' for in its own impradiicability ; or the

negligence, inability or inexperience of

thole into whofe hands the management

of it fell after Captain Mafon's death, and

during the minority of his luccellor.

An aflembly, being fummoned, met

on the fourteenth of November ; with

whofe concurrence a new bodv of laws

was ena(!ited, in fome refped:s different

from the former ; the fundamental law

being omitted and an alteration madein

MS Laws, the appointment ofjurors, which was now
ordered to be done by the fhcriff, after the

cuftom in England.

Vaughan's Cranhcld, who made no fecret of his in-

tention to enrich himfelf by accepting the

government, on the £rl1: day of the alTem-

bly reftored Waldron and Martyn to their

places in the council ; having, as he faid.

Council examined the allegations againft them and
^''' found them infufficient. In return for this

ihew of complailance, andtaking advan-

tage of his needy fituation, the aflembly

having ordered an alTeffmcnt of five hun-
dred pounds, appropriated one half of it

as a prelent to the governor ; hoping here-

by to detach him from Mafon, who they

knew could never comply with his en-

gagements to him. Prefering a certainty

to
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tC 3ri ^),r certainty, hepaffed the bill, thougli i 6S2.

ii -wr.s not prefented to him till after he

hau given order for adjourning the court,

andaftei Mafon, Barefooteand Chamber- i-l

lavne were withdrawn irom the council.

This appearance of good humour was 168^
but ihort-lived ; for at the next feffion of

the alTembiy, the governor and council

having tendered them a bill for the fup-

port of government, which they did not

approve, and they having offered him fe-

vera! bills which he faid were contrary to

law, he difTolved them ; having previoufly

fufpended Stilcman from the council and

difmiffed him from the com.mand of the

fort; for fuffering a vefTel under feizure to

go out of the harbour. Bare foote was made P"-

captain of the fort in his room.

The diUolution of the Ailcmbly , a thing

before unknown, aggravated the popular

dilcontent, and kindled the refentment of

ibme rafli pcrfons in Hampton and Exe-

ter; who, headed by Edward Gove, a

member of thedilTolved alTem/oIy, declar-

ed by found of trumpet for *' liberty and
** reformation.*' There had been a town

meeting at Hamipton, when a new clerk

wascholenandtheirrecordsfecured. Gove
went fromtown to town proclaiming what

had been done at Hampton, carrying his

O arms.

Counci
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1683. arms, decliiring t'nat the governor was a
^ " ' traitor and had exceeded his commiflion,

and that he would not lay down his arms

till matters were fet right, and endeavour-

ing to excite the principal men in the prov-

ince to join in a confederacy to overturn

the government. His project appeared

to them fo wild and dangerous, that they

not only difapproved it, but informed a-

gainfl him and affifted in apprehending

him. Hearing of their defign he colledt-

cd his company, and appeared in arms ;

but on the perfuafion offome of his friends

he furrendered. A fpecial court wa^ im-

mediately commiffioned for his trial, ot

which Major Waldron fat as judge, with

William Vaughan and Thomas Daniel

affiftants. The grand jury prefented a

bill in which Edward Gove, John Gove,

his fon, and William Hely, of Hampton ;

Jofeph, John and Robert Wadleigh, three

brothers, Thomas Rawlins, Mark Baker

and John Sleeper, of Exeter, were charg-

ed with high-treafon. Gove, who behav-

ed \Vith great infolence before the court,

and pretended to juftify \vhathe had done,

was convicted and received fentence of

tih. s. death in the ufual hideous form ; and his

cftate wasfcized, as forfeited to the crown.
Fecordiof

-j^i^^ othcrs wcrc convided of bein^ ac-
Special <->_

-"'jfi*- compliceSi,
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complices, and refpited. The king's 1683.

pleafurc being iignified to the governor '
'~^

that he fhould pardon fuch as he judged

obje<fls of mercy ; they were all (et at lib-

erty but Gove, who was fent to England,

and imprifoned in the tower of London
about three years. On his repeated peti-

tions to the king, and by the interelt of

Randolph with the Earl of Clarendon,

then lord chamberlain, he obtained his

pardon and returned home in 1686, with

anorder to thethen predient and council

of New-England to reftore his eftate.

Gove in his petitions to the king plead-

ed *' a diftemper of mind'' as thecaufe of

thofe actions for which he was profecuted.

Healfofpeaks in fomeofhis private let-

ters of a drinking match at his houfe, and

that he had not flept for twelve days and
nights, about that time. When thefe

things are Gonfidercd, it is not hard to ac-

count for his condud:. From a letter

which he wrote to the court whilft in prif- us infiic?.

on, one would fuppofe him. to have been

difordered in his mind. His punifhment

was by much too fevere, and his trial was

hurried on too fail, it being only fix days

alter the commiffion of his crime. Had
he been indidled only for a riot there would
hiive been no difHcultv in the Droof, nor

O z '
^
hardQiip
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1683. hardfhip in infiiding the legal penajty,
"—^—

' Waldron, it is faid, Ihed tears when pro-

nouncing the fentence of death upon him.

On the fourteenth of February the gov-

ernor, by advertifement, called upon the

inhabitants to take out leafes from Mafon
within one month, otherwife he muft,

purfuant to his inftrudlons, certify the rc-

tufal to the king, that Mafon might be

difcharged of his obligation to grant them.

Upon this fummons and within the time

fet, Major Waldron, John Wingett and
Thomas Roberts, three of the principal

landholders in Dover, waited on the gov-

ernor to know his pleafure, who dired:ed

them to agree with Mafon. They then

retired into another room w here Mafon
was, and propofed to refer the matter to

the governor, that lie might according to

his com million, ftatc the m.atrer to the

king for his decifion. This propofal Ma-
fon rejecfled, faying that unlcfs they would

own his title, he would have nothing to

wcare'3 ^^ ^^^^^^ them. WhiHl they w^ere in dif-

^^'- courfe the governor came in and defired

them to depart.

This piece of condu6t is difficult to be

accounted for, it being dircdly in the face

of the commiffion. Had the method there-

in prcfcribed, and by tliefc men propofed,

been
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been aJoptcu, it was natural to exped: 1683.

that the kiPig, who had all along favoured '

—

'
—

'

Mafon^s preteniions, would have deter-

mined the cafe as much to his wifli as upcn

an appeal from a jiidicial court j bcfides,

he had now the faireft opportunity to have

it decided in the fhorteft way, to which

his antagoniUs mwft have ilibmitted, it

being their own propofal. His refufal to

accede to it was a capital miftake, as it left

both him and Craniield expoied to the

charge of difobedience. But it* afforded

a powerful plea in behalf of the people ;

whole coniidcnce in theroj-aljuftice would
have induced them to comply with the di-

rections in thecommiffion. It being now
impoiTible to have the controverfy thus

decided they determined to hearken to

none of his proposals. As he generally

met with oppolition and contradidlion he

was induced to utter many ralh fayings

in all companies. He threatened to feize

the principal ellates, beggar their owners,

and provoke them to rebellion by bring-

ing a frigate into the harbour and procur-

ing foldiers to be quartered on the inhabi-

tants, Thcfe threats were fo far from, in- ij[";'''

timidating the people that they fcrved

the more firmly to unite thein in their de-

termination ni^t to fubmic; and eachpar-



198 HISTORY OF
1683. ty was now warm in their oppofition and
' ^ ' refentmcnt.

The governor on fome frefh pretence

fufpended Waldron, Martyn and Oilman
from the council. The deaths of Daniels

and Clements made two other vacancies.

Vaughan held his feat the longeft, but

was at length thruft out for his non-com-

pliance with fome arbitrary meafures. So

that the governor had it in his power to mo*
del the council to his mind, which he did by-

appointing at various times Nathanael Fry-

er, Robert Eliot, JohnHinckes, James

Sherlock, Francis Champernoon and Ed-
ward Randolph, efquires* The judicial

courts were alfo filled with officers proper

for the intended buiinefs. Barefoote, the

deputy governor, was judge ; Mafonwas
chancellor; Chamberlayne was clerk and

prothonotary ; Randolph was attorney-ge^

iiecordl neral, and Sherlock provoft marfhal and

fheriff. Some who had always been difaf--

fedted to the country, and others who
had been awed by threats or flattered by

promifes took leafes from Mafon ; and

thefe ferved for under fheriffs, jurors,

evidences and other neceffary perfons.

Things being thus prepared, Mafon be^

gan his law-fuits by a writ againft Major

Wa'dron, (who had always diAinguiihed

himfelf
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hlmfelf in oppofition to his claim) for

•holding Lmds and felling timber to the

amount of four thoufand pounds. The
major appeared in court, and challenged

every i)ne of the jury as interellcd per-

fons, fome ofthem having taken leaies of

Mafon, «ind ail of them living upon the

lands which he claimed. The judge then

caufed the odtho^vohe dire to be admJni-

ftered to each juror, purporting " that he
*' was not concerned in the lands in quef-

" tion, and that he ihould -neither gain
*' nor lofe by the caufe/' Upon which the

major faid aloud to the people prefent,

** That his was a leading cafe, and that

" if he were caft they muif all become te-

** nants to Mafon ; and^katali perfons in

*' the province being interelled, none ot

" them could legally be of the jury." The ;.;smtht

caufe however went on ; but he made no

defence, aflerted no title, and gave no evi-

dence on his part. Judgment was given

againft him and at the next court ot fefli-

ons he was fifK;d five pounds for ** muti-

**nous and feditious words.'*

Suits were then inftituted againft all the

principal landholders in the province, who,
following Waldron's example, never made
any defence. Some, chiefly of Hampton,
gave in writing their reafons for not join-

ing

V.iti
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1683. ingifTue ; which were, the refufal of Ma-
' " ' foil to comply with the directions in the

commiflion j the impropriety of a ju'ry's

determining what the king had exprefsly

referved to himfelf; and the incompetency

of the jury, they being all interefted per-

fons, one of whom had faid that *' he
•' would fpend his eftate to make Mafon's
" right good." Thefc reafons were irri-

tating rather than convincing to the court.

The jury never hefitated in their verdidts.

From feven to twelve caufes weredifpatch-

ed in a day, and the cofts were multiplied

from five to twenty pounds. Executions

wercifTued, of \vhich two or three only

were levied jbut Mafon could neither keep
j'.^sm poffeffion of the premifes nor difpofe of
V ',c'i them by fale, fo that the owners flill enjoy

ed them. Several threatened to appeal to

the king but Major Vaughan alone made
the experiment.

A luit was alfo commenced againft

Martyn who had been trealurer, for the

fines and forfeitures received by him,

during the former adminiflration ; and

judgment v/as recovered for fcventy one

pounds with colls. Martyn petitioned

Mafon as chancellor, fetting forth, that

he had received and difpofed of the mon-
ey according to the orders of the late pre-

fident and council, and praying that the

whole

'vii.>.
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whole burden miiiht not lie upon him. —rr^
A decree was then iffued for the other 'J*

furviving members of the late council,

and the heirs of thofe who were dead, to

bear their proportion. This decree was files.

afterward reverfed by the king in council.

Cranfield with his council had now af-

fumed the whole legiflative power. They
prohibited veflels from MaiTachufctts to

enter the port becaufe the acffs of trade

were not obferved in that colony : They
fixed thedimenfions of merchantable lum-

ber ; altered the value of filver money,

which had always pafTed by weight at

fix lliiliings and eight-pence per ounce :

and ordered that dollars ihould be receiv-

ed at fix fhillings each, which Vv'as then

a ?reat harddiip ; as many of them were

greatly deficient in weight ; They alfo

changed the bounds of townfliips ; efla-

bliihed fees of office ; made regulations

for the package of fifli, and ordered the

conftables to forbear colled ing anv town

or pariili taxes till the province tax was

paid, and the accounts fettled vrirh the cou-.v.:!

treai'urer.
^^"••

The public grievances havin;^ become

iniupporrablc, the people were driven to

the neceiTity of making a vigorous ftand

for their liberties, Tlie only regular way
^vas
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1683. was by complaint to the king. Having
' ^ ' privately communicated their fentiments

to each other, and raifed money by fub-

icription, they appointed Nathaniel Weare,

efq. of Hampton their agent ; and the four

towns having drawn and fubfcribeddiftind:

petitions of the fame tenor, Weare pri-

vatelv withdrew to Bofton from whence

he failed for England. Major Vaughan
who accompanied him to Bollon, and Vv^as

appointed to procure depofitions to fend

after him, was upon his return to Portf-

mouth, brought to an examination, treated

with great infoli?nce and required to hnd
Mssin furetics for his good behaviour ; which,

having broken no law, he retufed*; and

was by the governor's own warrant im-

mediately committed to prifon ; where he

was kept nine months to the great damage

of his health, and of his own as well as

the people's interefl:.

Amidft thefe multiplied opprelTions,
1604. Craniield was ftill difappointed of the gains

he had expeded to reap from his office ;

and found to his great mortification, that

there was no way of fupplying his wants,

but by application to the people, through

an
* Iii tliis refulal he is countenanced by the example of the greH

Seidell, and other n-icmbers of piilinniciit who were imprifoned b^
oi-'.'er of Charles I.iniGzg.

Macaul.iy's Hift. Enj. 8vo. Vol. I. p. Ji-
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an alTembly. He had alrcudy abufcd tlicni

io much that he could hope nothing from

their favour ; and was therefore obliged

to have recourfe to artifice. On a vague

rumour of a foreign war, he pretended

much concern for the prefervation of the

province from invafion ; and prefu.ming

that they would iliow the firrie concern

for themlelves, he called an alTembly at

Great-Ifland where he refided, to whom januiryi4.

he tendered a bill, which in a manner to-

tally unparliamentary, had been drawn
and pafTed by the council, for raifing mo.
ney to defray the expence of repairing the

tort, and fupplymg it w'nh ammunition,

and for ot.ber necellary charges of govern-

ment. The houfe* debated a while, and

adjourned for the night, and the tide ferv-

i-ng, the members went up to the town.

In the morning they returned the bill with

their negative ; at which the governor

was highly enraged, and telling them that

they had been to confult with Moody,
and oilier declared enemies of the king

and

* The members of tV.t a-flcir-bl) were,

For Portfinouth. H.impton.

P.icharJ WalJroi), ju:i. Q.eaker, Anthony St i:iyon,

Fliilip Lewis, Joleph Smith,

jolin Piokeiir.g. Jolin Smith,

Dover. l*"\cter.

John Ccrrini. R.ibcrt Smart,

John \Vo,;Jman, 'i"l;c;T:a3 Wi^jen.

Ar.che-y Nurcer. ^Ccurt Rcrore'-
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and church of England, he dilTolved them ;

and afterward by his influence with the

court of feffions, divers of the members

Court Rer. were made conflables for the following

7ounu-." ' y^^f. Some of them took the oath, and

others paid the fine which was ten pounds.

Thus by a mean and execrable revenge,

he taxed thofe whom he could not per-

fuade to tax their conftituents for his pur-

pofes.

But Moody was marked as an objed:

of peculiar vengeance. He had for fome

time rendered himfelf obnoxious by the

freedom and plainnefs of his pulpit dif-

courfes, and his flridnefs in adminiftering

the difcipline of the church ; one mftance

of which merits particular notice. Ran-

dolph having feized a veifel, flie was in

the night carried out of the harbour. The
owner, who was a member of the church,

fvvore that he knew nothing of it j but

upon trial there appeared ftrong fufpicions

that he had perjured himfelf. He found

means to make up the matter with the

governor and colle(f(:or ; but Moody, be-

ing concerned for the purity oi his church,

requefled of the governor copies of the

evidence, that the oflPender might be called

to account in the way of ecclefiaffical dif-

cipline. Cranficld flernly refufed, faying

that
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that he had forgiven him, and that neither

the church nor minifcer lliould meddle

with him ; and even threatened Moody
in cafe he lliould . Not intimidated , Moody-

con (Id ted the church and preached a fer-

mon againft fdfe fwearing ; then the

offender, being called to account vvascea- Record*,

fured, and at length brought to a public

confeffion. This procedure extremely dif-

gufted the governor who had no way then

in his power to lliew his refentment. But

malice, ever fruitful in expedients to at-

tain its ends, fuggelled a method, which

to the fcandaj or the Englilli nation, has

been too often prad:ifed. The penal laws

againft nonconformifts were at this time

executing with great rigour in England ;

and Cranfield, ambitious to ape his royal

mafter, determined to play off the ecclefi-

aftical artillery here, the direction of

which he fuppofed to be deputed to him
with his other powers. He had attempt-

ed to impofe upon the people the obfer-

vation of the thirtieth of January as a

faft, and to reftrain them from manual la-

bour at Chriftmafs j but his capital llroke

w'as to ilTue an order in council " thataf-

*' ter the firfl: of January, the minillers

*' ftiould admit all perlons of fuitable years

*' and not vicious, to the Lord's fupper,

" and
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1684. ** ^nd tlieir children to ba.ptifrri ; and that
'"'"^^—

'
** if any perfon ihould defire baptifm or

*' the other facnimcnt to be admin iftered

" according to the hturgy of the church
*' of England, it fliould be done, in pur-
•' fuance cf the king's command to the

*' colony of MaiTachufetts*; and any mi-
*' nifter refuflng fo to do Hiouldfufferthe

** penalty of the ftatutes of uniformity.**

The farwe week in which he diffolved

the affembly, he fignified to Moody in

writing, by the hands of the flieriff, that

himfelf, with Mafonand Hinckes, intend-

ed to partake of the Lord's fuppcr the

next Sunday ; requiring him to adminif-

ter it to them according to the liturgy ;

and, as they juftly expedlied, he at once

denied them. The way was now opened

for a profecution ; and the attorney gene-

ral

* TM'J rommsinl wr.- c^.'-rr.vea in the r->u luin^ te'-;ns :

" And linte the jolndp^e and toundiiion of that charter was

and is freedom and ,iLrtty nf coKfcierci- ; Wee do hereSy charge and

require you that freedom ar.d liberty be ducly admitted and allow-

ed, fo that they that d^\ 10 ufe the bc:.ike of common prayer and

per'bnii their devotion in thnt manner that is eftiblifhed here be

V^n? ""' '^^"Jf'^ t^^ exercife thereof, or UiiderROO any prejudice ordifad-

Cha rles's vanta?e thereby, thf\ vling their liberty p.'.icc .ibly ivith.nt a -y d'fiurb -

J-rttcr in ar.r; in other' : and that al! perfons of good and honeft lives and

J-lutchin. fonvcrfat'ons bt admitted to the farrament of the Lord's fuppe,-

col. ptp. 2c:ordii e to faid booke of common priyer, and their chiidrtn tr>

P- 37?- baptifme."

This command cannot confiftcnfly with the ncknowlenj^e.l

piincip'e and ftri-ft limitaticn, be conllrued any other way, than

that the ufe of fh; liturgy fliould be p»rmitted to fuch miniflc-i,-

and people as defired it. To compel rninifVers to ufe it, and Icav-

?1! others at liberty, was a confinidion that malijE u'.cr.f c'-:i

fuggeft.
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ral Jofeph Rayn, by the governor's order 1684.

exhibited an information at the next court ,.^7'^'"^

of feflions, before Walter Barefoote judge,

Nathanael Fryer and Henry Greene aflil-t-

anrs, Peter Coffin, Thomas Edgerly and

Henry Robie juftices, fetting forth, " that

** Jolhua Moody clerk, being minifler of
*' the town of Portfmouth within the do-
*• minions of King Charles, was by the

** duty of his place and the laws of the

*• realm, viz. the ftatutes of the fifth and
•» fixth of Edward VI, the firft of Eliza-
** beth, and the thirteenth and fourteenth

** of Charles II, required to adminirter the

*' Lord's fupperin fuch form as was iet

** forth in the book of common prayer,

** and no other. But that the faid Moody
** in contempt of the laws had wiltully

" and obftinately refufed to adminifter the

** fame to the Honourable Edward Cran-
•• field, Robert Mafon, and lohnHinckes, Mssin'J tiles.

* * and did obftinately ufe fome other form .'*

Moody in his defence pleaded that he was

not epifcopally ordained as the ftatutes re-

quired ; nor did he receive \ is maintenance

according to them ; and therefore was not

obliged to the performance of what haci

been commanded ; that the alleged fta-

tutes wxre not intended for thefe planta-

tions, the known and avowed end of their

icttlcment
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1 684. fettkment being the en joyment offreedom
'—-—

' from the impolition of thofe laws which

freedom was allowed and confirmed by

Portf. chh. the king, in the libcity ofcon icience grant-

ed to all proteftants, in the goverior*s

J^uFuar''
commiffion. Four of the juftices, viz.

Greene, Robie, Edgerly and Fryer were

at lirfi: for acquitting him ; but the matter

being adjourned till the next day, Cran-

field found means before morning to gain

Robie and Greene, who then joined with

Barefoote and Coffin
;,
in fentencing him

to fix months imprifonment, without bail

or mainprize. The other two perfifted in

their former opinion, and were foon after

removed from all their offices. Moody
was immediately ordered into cuilody,

without being permitted firft to fee his fa-

mily J and he remained under confinement,

in company with Major Vaughan, at the

houfe of Captain Stileman, with liberty of

the yard, for thirteen weeks ;
" his bene-

*' fice*' being declared' forfeited to the

crown. The next week after Moody's
trial, the governor in a profane bravado

fent word to Seaborn Cotton minifler ot

Hampton, that " when he had prepared

" his foul, he would come and demand

joumafr* " the facrament of him as he had don^e

*'
ai: Portfmouth.*' Upon which Cotton

withdrew
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withdrew to Bofton. The minifter of 1684..

Dover, John Pike, was (as far as I can " "
'

find) unmolefted. Exeter had then no

fettled minifter.

During Moody's imprifonraent, Cran-

field Would neither fuffer him to go up to

the town to preach, nor the people to af-

femble at the ifland to hear, nor the neigh-

bouring minifters to fupply his place ; on-

ly the family where he was confined were

permitted to be prefent with him at fab-

bath exercifes. But whilil the governor

was abfent on a tour to New-York, Ma-
fon gave leave for opening the meeting-

houfe twice, when they obtained a mini- vaugTiaa-;

fter to ofFiciafe ; he alfo allowed both

Moody and Vaughan to make a fliort vi-

iit to their families. At length, by the

interpofition of friends, Moody obtained

a releafe, though under a ftricft charge to

preach no more within the province, oa
penalty of farther imprifonment. He
then accepted an invitation from the firft

church in Bofton ; where being out of the

reach of his perfecutors, he was employed
as a preacher, and was fo highly cftccmed

that upon the death of Prelidenl Rogers

he was invited to take the overfight of the coiiege

college, which he modeftly declined, and

continued his minifirations at Boflon, frc-

P quently
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1684. qiiently vifiting his deflitute church at
'

—

'—
' Portfmouth, at their private meetings, till

1692; when, the government being in

other hands, and the eaftern country utider

trouble by the Indian's, at the earned re-

originai qucft of his peoplc, and by the advice of

an ecclcfiaftical council, he returned to his

charge at Portfmouth, and fpent the reft

of his days there in ufctlilnefs, love, and

peace*.

Upon a calm review of this profecution,

one can hardly tell which is moft detefta-

ble, the vindi(5tive temper which gave it

birth j or the profanenefs and hypocrify

with which it was conducted. The pre-

tended zeal of the profccufors was totally

inconfiftent with a due regard to thofe

laws, and the principles of that church,

for which they made themfelves fuchron-

temptible champions. For it had been

long before this time, a received opinion

in the church of England, that the vali-

dity of all the facram.ental adminiftrations

depends on authority derived from the

apofties, by cpijcopal ordination, in an

uninterrupted fucceffion ; and one of the

flatutcs on which the profecution was

grounded

* He JieJ at B..(lon, Veing thcio on a vifit, July 4, 1697, ^t. 65.

Dr. Cotton Nhther preached his funeral fcrmon from Arts vi. 15.

'» They faw hii face ;ii i: hai b«fr. U^e face of an aij^tl'' M.ignalia,

Jib, 4. cap, 7.
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grounded enadls, * that no perfon fliall 16B4.

* prefume to conlecrate and adminiiler the ^'~7^
* Lord's fupper, before he be ordained a h t-'^r. 11.

* prieft by epifcopal ordination, on pain

* of forfeiting for every offence one htin-

* dred pounds.* The minifters then in

the province, being dcftitute of the grand

pre-requifite, were incapable by the ad:,

ofdoing what was fo peremptorily requir-

ed of them ; and had they complied with

the governor's order, muft have expofed

themfelves to the penalty, if he had pleaf-

ed to cxadt it from them. But the extend-

ing thefe penalties to the king's Ameri-

can fubjedts, who had fled hither from

the rod of prelatic tyranny, was a moft

unwarrantable flretch of power.; lince the

laft of thefe adls, and the only one which

had been made fince the fettlement of the

colonies, was exprefsly reftricled in its ope-

ration, to** the realm of England, domi-

**nion of Wales, and town of Berwick
** upon Tweed.'*

Difappointed in all his fchemes for rail-

ing money by an aflembly, Cranfield next

ventured on the proje<fl of taxing the peo-

ple without their confent. The pretext,

for this was a claufe in the commiiTion,

impovvering him, with the council, " to

** continue fuch taxes as had been former-

P2 *'lv
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1 684. *' ly levied, until a general afTembly coulJ
'

—

'
—

'
** be called." This had been done, with-

out offence, at the beginning both of this

and the former adminiflration, when the

change of government rendered it necef-

fary. But the council, though too much
devoted to him, were not eafily perfuad-

ed into the meafure at this time ; till fear

at length accomplifhed what reafon could

not approve ; for, letters being received

from the eaflward, informing of the dif-

Govery of a plot among the Indians, wha
were inftigated by Caftine the Frenchman

to renew the war early in the fpring, the

council were fummoned in hafte, and pre-

fently agreed to the governor's propoflil,

for continuing fuch taxes as had been for-

merly laid, which he told them was nec-

cflary for the immediate defence and fe-

CLirity of the province. This aflair how-

ever, was kept fccret for the prefent ; and

the people were firft to be convinced of the

governor's paternal care and kindnefs irt

taking the neceffiiry precautions for their

.mkJi ij. fafety. It was ordered that the mceting-

houfes in each town faould be fortified,

and bye garrifons were eftabliilied in con-

venient places : Supplies ofammunitton

were ordered to be provided : Circular

ktters were difpatched to the governors

of
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of the neighbouring colonies, informing 168^4.

them of the danger : and, to crown tlie '—

^

whole Cranfield himfelf, at the reqiieft ot

the council, undertook a tour to New-
York to fohcit ^he governor, Dongan, for

a number ot the Mohawks to come down
and deftroy the caftern Indiana ; promiiing RecorJs.

to pay them for their fervices out of the ,. ,r J V augh.^.n 2

money which was thus to be raifed. loumai.

At his return from this excuriion, he

found himfelf under fome embarraflment

in his favourite views, from a letter ot the

lords of trade, which dired:ed him to make
uie of an aflembly, in raiimg money on

the people. He could not, therefore, avoid

calling one, though be immediately dif- ^^'^ ^^

folved it, bccaufe feveral of the members
were thofe whom he had formerly order-

ed to be made conftables. At the fame

time, in his letters to the fecretary of ftate,

he reprefented the alTcmbly as perfons of

fucha mutinous and rebellious difpofition,

that it was not Life to let them, convene ;

that they had never given any thing to-

ward the fupport of government; that he

was obliged to raife money without them;

and that it was impollible for him to ferve

his majefty^s interefl: without a fliip of war

to enforce his orders ; and finally he de-

fired leave to go to the Wcd-Indics for the

recovery
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1 684. recovery of his health. When this bufi-

^~^
' nefs was difpatched, warrants were iffucd

far colled:ing tne taxes ; which caufed

freih murmurings and difcontent among
the people.

But however difafFeded to the governor

and his creatures, they were always ready

to teftify their obedience to the royal or-

ders ; an inflance of which occured at

this time. The feas of America and the

Weft-Indies being much infefted with

pirates, the king feni orders to all the gov-

ernors and colony affemblies, dired:ing

adU to be made for the fuppreffing of pi-

racy and robbery on the high feas. Cran-

field, hnving received this order, fummon-
juiy 22. gj ^j^ alTembly ; and though it confifted

almoft entirely of the fame perfons who
were in the laft ; he fufFered them to pafs

the a6t, and then quietly diffolved them

:

cour.di This was the laft alTembly that ever he
Re con's,

and Files. Called.

The tax-bills were firft put into the

hands of the newly made conftables ; who
foon returned them, inforniing the gover-

nor that the people were fo averfe to the

method, that it was impoflible to colleft

the money. The provoft, Thomas Thur-

ton, was then commanded to do It, with

the affiftance of his deputies and the con-

ftables.
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flablcs. The people liill refufing coni- i68.|.

pliance, their cattle and goods were taken *—
^

'

by diftraint and fold by audion : Thofe

who would neither pay nor difcover their

goods to the officers, were apprehended

and imprifoncd ; and lome of the confta-

blcs, who refufed to afliil:, fuftered the fame

fate. The more conii derate of the people

were difpofed to bear thefe grievances,

though highly irritating, till they could

know the refult of their applications to the

king. But in a country where the love

of liberty had ever been the ruling palfion,

it could not be e::pecled but that fome
forward fpirits vvould break the rellraints

of prudence, and take a fummary method

to put a flop to their oppreilions. Several

perfop.s had declared that th.ey v.'ould

fooner part v^ith their lives, than fuffer

diftraintb ; and afibcic^ions were formed

for mutual fupport. At Exeter the fherilY

was refilled and driven oif with clubs

;

the women having prepared hot fpits and dc.. i^.

fcalding water to affifl: m the oppofition,

as Thurton teftified in his depolition on

the occaiion. At Hampton he v^'as beaten,

and his fword was taken from him ; th<:n
j,.,;,3,ysj.

he was (eated on an horfe, and conveyed

out of the province to Saliibury with a

rope about his neck and his feet tied un-

dc^
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1684. der the horfe^s belly. Juftice Robie at-r

'~^'
' tempted to commit fome of the rioters ;

but they were refcued by the way, and

both the juftice ami the fheriflFwerc ftruck

in the execution of their office. The troop

January 9. ofhorfc, undcr Malon's command, was
then ordered to turn out completely mount-

ed and armed, to affid in fuppreffmg the

difordcr ; but when the day came not one

trooper appeared. Cranfield thus finding.

MS5;n his efl'orts ineftedual, and his authority
""'

contemptible, \N'as obliged to defjfl.

The agent had been a long time in

England, waiting for the depofitions,

which were to have been tranfniitted to

bin in fupport of the complaint which

he was to exhibit. Cranfield and his crea-

tures here did all that they could, to retard

thebufinefs; firftbyimprifoningVaughan,

and then by refufing to fumraon and Iwear

witnefiTes when applied tp by others ; who
were obliged to go into the neighbouring

governments to get their depofitions au-

thenticated ; and after all, the proof was

dcfedtive, «is they had no accefs to the

public records. The agent, however, ex-

Mi II- hibited his complaint againil: Cranfield in

general terms, confiiling of eight articles.

* That he had engroffcd the power of eredlr

? ing couFts, and ellablilhing fees, exclu-

* five
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* five of the aflembly : That he liad not 1684.
* followed the directions in his cominillion ^—^—

'

* refpecling Mafon's controverfy ; but had
* caufed it to be decided on the ipot by
* courts ot his own conftitution, confifting

* wholly of perfons devoted to his inter-

' eft ; That exorbitant charges had been
* exadicd and fome who were unable to

* fatisfy them had been imprifoned : That
* others had been obliged to fubniit, for

* want of money to carry on the fiiits :

* That he had altered the value of filvcr

f money : That he had imprifoned fundry
* perlons without jull: caufe : That he with
* his council had ailiimed legiflative aurho-

*nty, without an affembly ; and, that he
* had done his utmofl to prevent the peo-
* pie from laying their complaints before

* the king, and procuring the neceffary wearcs

* evidence.*

* This complaint was, incourfe, referred j^iy^i-

to the board of trade ; who tranfmitted

copies of it, and of the feveral proofs, to

Cranficld, and fummoned him to make his

defence ; direding him to deliver to the

adverfe party copies of all the affidavits

which Ihould be taken in his favour ; to

let all perfons have free accefs to the re-

cords ; and to orive all needful afiiflance to

them in collecting their evidence againft raid,

him. When
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1 684. When he had received this letter he fuf-
' " ' pended Mafon's fuits, till the queftion

concerning the legality ofthe courts lliould

be decided. He alfo ordered the fecreta-

ry to give copies to thofe who fhould ap-

ply for them. At the fame time it was
Complained that the people, on their part,

had been equally referved, in fecreting the

records of the feveral towns, fo that Mafon
upon inquiry could not find where they

were dcpofitcd : and the town clerks, when
fummoned, had folemnly fworn that they

knew neither where the books were con-

J'J\^

'"*"'''
cealed, nor who had taken them out of

their pofTeflion.

1685. Tiie neccfTary evidence on both fides
*——

' being procured, a new complaint was
(Jrav;n up, con lifting of twelve articles,

which were, ' That at the firil: feflion of
' the affembly, Cranfield had challenged

' the power of legiflation and fettlement

* of affiiirs to himfelf, againft the words of

* the commilTion : That he had by pur-

* chafe or mortgage from Mafon, made
* himfelf owner of the province, and {o

' was not likely to acfl impartially between
* Mafon and the inhabitants : That he had
* made courts, whereof both judges and

'jurors had agreed with Mafon for their

' own lands, and fome had taken deeds of

him
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' him for other men's lands, lb that they t68_^.

* were engaged by -their intereft to fet up '—^"^

* Mafon's title : That Mafon had llieJ

* forty perlons, and caft all ; and that the

* governor's interpolal to Hate the cafes,

* ^s by his comrfiiffion he was direded,
* had been refiifed though defired : and
* that the defendants pleas grounded on
* the laws of England were rejeded : That
* they Gould not re.concilc the verdid with
* the attachment, nor the execution with
* the verdict, nor their prattife under col-

* our of the execution with cither ; that

* the verdict found the lands fued for ac-

* cording to the royal commillion and in-

* ftru6tions, andthatcommiilion only gave
* power to ftate the cafe if Mafon and the

' people could not agree ; but the execu-

* tion took land and all : That the charge

* of every ad:ion was about fix pounds,
* though nothing was done in court but

* reading the commiffion and fome blank
* grants without hand or feal ; and thefe

* were not read for one cafe in ten : That
* court charges were exacted in money,
* which many had not ; who though they

* tendered cattle, were committed to pri-

* fon for non-payment : That miniflers,

' contrary to his majefty's commiihon,
* which granted liberty of confciencetoall

* protcftants,
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1685. * proteflants, had their dues withheld from
'-^-^

* them, even thofe that were due before

* Cranficid came, and were threatened with
* fix months imprifonment for not admin-
* iilering the facrament according to the

* liturgy : That though the general aflem-

* bly agreed that Spanifh money fhould

* pafs by weight, the governor and council

* ordered pieces of eight to pafs for fix fhil-

* lings, though under weight : That men
* were commonly compelled to enter into

* bonds of great penalty, to appear and an-

* fwer to what Ihould be objeded againft

* them, when no crime was alleged

:

' That they had few laws but thofe made
* by the governor and council, when his

* commiilion direded the general alTembly

* to make laws : That the courts were
* kept in a remote corner of the province

;

,„ ,
' and the fheriff was a flranser and had

Weire's o
Mss. « no vifible eftatc, and {o was not refponfi-

* ble for failures.*

Upon this complaint, an hearing was

had before the Lords of Trade on Tuefday

the tenth of March $ and their lordfhips

reportecl to the king, on three articles on-

ly of the complaint, viz. * That Cranfield

* had not purfued his inftrudlions with re-

* gard to Mafon's controverfy ; but inftead

* thereof had caufed courts to be held and
* titles
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' titles to be decided, with exorbitant cofls 5

* and that he had exceeded his power in

* regulating the value of coins.* This re-

port was accepted, and the king's pleafurc

therein fignified to him. At the lame
time, his requeft for abfcnce being grant-

ed, he, on receipt of the letters, privately N«i'sHift<,

embarked 6n board a vefTel for Jamacia ; ms.
"

and from thence went to England, where
he obtained the colledlorfhipof Barbadoes,

At his departure, Barefoote the deputy-

governor took the chair ; which he held

till he was fuperfeded by Dudley's com-
rsiillion, as preddent of New-England.

Cranfield's ill conduit muft be afcribed

in a great meafure to his difappointment

of the gains which he expedted to acquire,

by the eftablifliment of Mafon's title ;

which could be his only inducement to ac-

cept of the government. This difappoint-

ment inflaming his temper, naturally vin-

di^'^ive and imperious, urged him to ac-

tions not only illegal, but cruel and un-

manly. A ruler never degrades his cha-

racter more than when he perverts public

juftice to gratify perfonal refentment ; he

ihould punilh none but the enemies of the

laws, and difturbers of the peace of the

community over which he prefides. Had
there been the leaft colour, either of zeal

or
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J 685 . or policy, for the fevcrity exercifed in the
^^

—

' ' profecution of MoOtiy, candour would

oblige us to make fome allowance for hu-

man frailty. His ordering the members
of the aflembly to be made conftables, was
a mode of revenge difgraceful to the eha-

ra(fter of the fupreme magiftrate. From
the fame bale difpofition, he is faid to have

p.'39"' employed fpies and pimps, to find matter

of accufation againft people in their clubs,

and private difcourfe. And his deceit was
equal to his malice ; for, being at Boftoa

when the charter of that colony was call-

ed in queftion, and the people were folji

citous to ward off the danger ; he advifed

them to make a private offer of two thoU-

fand guineas to the king,promifing to re-

prefent them in a favourable light; but

when they , not fufpediinghis intention, fol-

lowed his advice, and fliewed him the let-

ter which they had written to their agents

forthatpurpofe,hetreachcrouflyreprefent-

ed them as '* difloyal rogues ;" and made

Kutchin, them appear fo ridiculous that their agents

',°'; '• f''^^ were aihamed to be fecn at court. How-
ever, when he had quitted the country,

and had time for refledlion he grew a-

Ihamed of his iniicondud, and whilft he

was collector at Barbadoes, made a point

Fitch's MS, 0^ treating the mailers of vcflel^, a<id other

perfons
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perfons who went thither from Pafcataqu a, 1 685.

with particular refpe^ft. '
^ '

Although the decilion of titles in Cran-

field's courts had been rcprelented, in the

report of the lords, as extrajudicial, and a

royal order had been thereupon iilued to

fufpend any farther proceedings in the cafe

of Mafon till the matter lliould be brought

before the king in council, purfuant to the

directions in the commiliion ; yet Bare-

foote fufFered executions which had before

been iiTued to be extended, and perfons to

be imprifoned at Mafon 's fuit. This oc-

calioned ^ freOi complaint and petition to

the king, which was fent by Weare, who
about this time made a fecond voyage to

England, as agent for the province and

attorney to Vaughan, to manage an ap-

peal from feveral verdicts, judgments,
^;^^s'^'

decrees and fines which had been given

againfl: him in the courts here, one of which

was on the title to his eftate. An attempt

being made to levy one of the executions

in Dover, a number of perfons forcibly

reiifted the officer, and obliged him to re-

linquifh his defign. Warrants were then m=;§ ^

iffued againll: the rioters, and the flieriff

with his attendantsattempted to feize them,

whilft the people were affeniblcd tor di-

vine fcrvice. This caufcd an uproar in

tl)e
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1 68 <. the congregation, -in which a young hero
*—"'^"^ inediilingui filed herfelt by knocking down

one of the officers with her bible. They
were all fo roughly handled that they were

glad to elcape with their lives.

Tliat nothing might be wanting to

fhew the enmity of the people to thefc

meafures, and their hatred and contempt
Mss in for the authors of them ; there are ftill pre-

fervcd the original depofitions on oath,

of Barefoote and Maibn, relating to an

aiTault made on their perfons by Thomas
Wiggen and Anthony Nutter, who had

been members of the allembly. Thefe
Dec. 30. t^vQ rn^j^ came to Barefoote*s houfe where

Mafon lodged, and entered into difcourfe

with him about his proceedings ; denying

his claim and ufingfuch language as pro-"

voked him to take hold of Wiggen with

an intention to thrull him out of the door.

But Wiggen being a Itronger man feized

him by his cravat, and threw him into

the fire ; where his clothes and one of his

legs were burned . Barefoote, attempting

to help him, met with the fame fate, and

had two of his ribs broken and one of his

teeth beaten out in the flruggh. The
noife alarmed the fervar.ts, who at iVTafon^s

command brought his fword, which Nut^

ter
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ter took away, making fport of their mi- 1 685.

iery*.
'—^"^

N othing elfe occured during Barefoote's

ftiort adminiflration, except a treaty of

friendfhip, between the Indians of Pena-

cook and Saco, on the one part ; and the

people of New-Hampfliire and Maine on

the other. The foundation of this treaty

feems to have been laid in Cranfield's pro-

jedl of bringingdown the Mohawks on the

eaftern Indians ; which had once before

proved a pernicious meafure ; as they made
no diftind:ion between thofe tribes which
were at peace with the Englifh, and thofe

which were at war. Some of the Pena-

cook Indians who had been at Albany af-

ter Cranfield's journey to New-York, re-

ported on their return, that the Mohawks
threatened defirudion to all the eafterii

Q_ Indians,

* A farther fpecimen of the contempt in which thcfs men w?rc

heU, even by the lower clafs of people, expreifed in their own gen-

uine language, maybe feen in the following affidavit :

" Mary Rann, aged thirty years or thereabout, witnefTeth, thj*-

the 2! Jay of March 84, being in company with Seabank Hog, I

heard her fay ; it was very hnrd for the governor of this province

to ftrike Sam. Seavy before he fpoke ; the faid Hog faid alio that it

was well the faid Seavy 's mother was not there for the governor,

for if file had, there had been bloody work for him. I heard the

faid Hog fay aifo that the governor ai-,d the reft of the gentlemen

were a crew of pitiful curs, and did they want earthly honour ? if

tliey did, (he wouid pull off her head clotlies and come in her hair

to them like a parcel of pitiful beggarly curs as they were; come
to undo us both body and foul ; they could ,'Ot be contented tc

take cur eflaies from us, but they have taken away the gofpel alfo,

v/'jich the devil would have them for it."

' Sworn in the court of pleas held at Great libnd the 7 of

J*ov, 1684. R- Chambeiiain, Piothon. "
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1685. Indians , from Narrhaganfet to Pechypfcof>

*—^—
' Hagkins, a chiefof the tribe, had inform-

ed Cranfield in the fpring of the danger

he apprehended, and had implored afTift-

ance and protedion, but had been treated

with negled:. In Auguft the Penacook

andSaco Indians gathered their corn, and

removed their families ; which gave an

alarm to their Englifh neighbours, as if

they were preparing for war. Meflengers

being fent to demand the reafon of their

movement, were informed that it was the

fear of the Mohawks, whom they daily

expeded to deftroy them ; and being afked

why they did not come in among the

Englifli for protection, they anfvvered,

lefl theMohawks (liould hurt the Englifh

on their account. Upon this they were

perfuaded to enter into an agreement; and

accordinglv their chiefs beino: aflembled

with the council of New-Hampfhire, and

scpteir.b. s. a deputation from the province of Maine,

a treaty was concluded, wherein it was

flipulated, that all future perfonal injuries

on either fide (hould, upon complaint, be

immediately red relied ; that information

ihould be given of approaching danger

from enemies ; that the Indians fliould

not remove their families from the neigh-

bourhood of the Englifh without giving

timely
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timely notice, and if they did, that it fliould 1 685

.

be taken for a declaration ot war; and, ' ' '

that whilft thefe articles were obferved the

Englifh would affifi: and proted: them original

againfl the Mohawks and all other ene- ^^i^s.

'"

mies. The danger was but imaginary,

and the peace continued about four years.

Though Mafon was hitherto difiippoint- 1 686.

cd in his views of recovering the inhabited * "

'

part of the province he endeavoured to lay

a foundation for realizing hie claim to the

wafte lands. A purchafe having been made
from the Indians, by Jonathan Tyng and

nineteen others, of a tracfl of land on both

fides the river Merrimack, fix miles in

breadth, from Souhegan river to Winni-

pifeogee lake j Mafon by deed confirmed

the fame, referving to himfelf and his heirs

the yearly rent of ten fhillings. This was ^^'' '^*

called the million acre purchafe. About Doughs,

the fame time he farmed out to Hezekiah '°^' '• ^
419.

Urher and his heirs, the mines, mii.erals,

and ores within the limits of Nevv-Hamp-
fhire, for the term of one thoufand years ;

referving to himfelfone quarter part of the

royal ores, and one feventeenth of the

bafer forts; and having put his affairs here Deed?**^

in the beft order that the times would ad-

mit, he failed for England, to attend the

hearing of Vaughan's appeal to the king.

Qj2 CHAP.
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CHAP. IX.

I'he adminijlration of Dudley as prejidenf^

and Afjdrojfe as governor oj New-Eng'
land, Mafon^s farther attempt. His

difappointment and death. Revolution,

Sale to Allen. His cojumijjion for the

government*

w H E N an arbitrary government is

determined to infringe the liber-

ty of the people, it is eafy to find preten-

ces to fupport the moft unrighteous

claims. King Charles thefecond in the lat-

ter part of his reign was making large

llrides towards defpotifm. Charters , which

obftrucSed his pernicious views, were by
a perverfion of the law decreed forfeited.

The city of London, and moft of the cor-

porations in England, either fuffered the

execution of thefe fentences, or tamely

lurrendered their franchifes to the all-

grafping hand of power. It could not be

expeded that in this general wreck of

privileges the colonies of New-England

could efcape. The people of Maflachu-

fetts had long been viewed with a jealous

eye. Though the king had repeatedly

'ovyl^. affvired them of his protedion and fol-
*''^'^' emnlv

riuuii.
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cmnly confirmed their charter privileges

;

yet their fpirit and principles were fo to-

tally diilonant to the corrupt views of the

court, that intriguing men found eafy ac-

cefs to the royal car, with complaints

againft them. Of thefe the mod invete-

rate and indefatigable was Randolph, who
^f^^-

made no lefs than eight voyages in nine 329-

years acrofs the Atlantic, on this mifchiev-

ous bufinefs. They were necufed of ex-

tending their jurifdidlion beyond the

bounds of their patent ; of invading the

prerogative by coining money ; of not al-

lowing appeals to the king from their

courts J and, of obilrui5ting the execution

of the navigation and trade laws. By the

king's command agents were fent over to

anfwer thefe complaints. They found

the prejudice againfl the colony fo ftrong,

that it was in vain to withftand it ; and

folicited inftrucftions whether to fubmit to

the king's pleafure, or to let the proceed-

ings againft them be liTued in form of law.

Afolemnconfultation being held, at which

the clergy aiTifted, it was determined " to

*' die by the hands of others rather than
** by their own." Upon notice of this,

the agents quitted England; and Ran- tAO^
dolph, as the angel of death foon followed ^—^_^*

them,^ bringing a writ of oiw ivarrnnto ^^^'^"'

from
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1683. from the king's bench ; but theJdrefadaf
^^-^ ' which iffued from the chancery did not

arrive till the time fixed for their appear-

ance was elapfed : This however was

deemed too trivial an error to flop the

proceedings ; judgment was entered againft

them, and the charter declared forfeited.

The king died before a new form of

1685. government was fettled ; but there could
'

—

-—
' be no hope of favour from his fucceflbr,

who inherited the arbitrary principles of

his brother, and was publickly known to

be a bigoted papift.

The intended alteration in the govern-

ment was introduced in the fame gradual

manner as it had been in New-Hampfhire.

A commiffion was iffued, in which Jofeph

Dudley, efquire, was appointed prefident

of his majelty's territory and dominion of

New-England ; William Stoughton, dep-

uty prefident ; Simon Bradftrect, Robert

Mafon, John Fitz Winthrop, John Pyn-
chon, Peter Bulkeley, Edward Randolph,

Wait Winthrop, Richard Warton, John
Uihcr, Nathaniel Saltonffall, Bartho-

lomew Gedney, Jonathan Tyng, Dud-
ley Bradftreet, John Hinckes, and Ed-
ward Tyng, counfellors. Their jurif-

d iclion extended over Maffachufetts , New-
Hampfiiire, Maine and the Narrhagan-

fet or King s province. Thefe gentle-

men
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men were moftly nati' js of the country, 1686.

fome of t=hem had been magiftrates, and "—
•

'

one of them governor under the charter.

No houfe of deputies was mentioned in

the commiirion.

The new form ofgovernment took place

on the twenty-fifth day of May ; and on
the tenth of June an order of council was
iffued for fetthng the county courts, which

confined of fuch members of the council as

refided in each county, and any others of

them who might be prefent ; with fuch

juftices as were commilTioned for the pur-

pofe. Thefe courts had the power of try-

ing and iffuing all civil caufes, and all

-criminal matters under life or limb ; from

them an appeal was allowed to a fuperior

court held three times in theyearatBofton,

for the whole territory ; and from thence

appeals, in certain cafes, might be had to

the king in council. Juries were pricked

by the marilial and onejuftice of each

county, in a lill given them by the fclcd:-

men of the towns. A probate court was

held at Bollon, by the prefident, and "in
** the other provinces and remote counties"

by a judge and clerk appointed by the

prefident. The territory was divided into

four counties, viz. Suffolk, Middlefex,

EfiTex and Hampfhire ; and three provinc-

es, viz. New-Hamplhire, Maine, and

King's



^j^ HISTORY OF

1 686. King*s province. By another order of the
'-—^—

* fame date, town-taxes could not be affefled

ders in the but by allowance of two juftices ; and the

members of the council were exempted

from paying any part thereof.

Things were condudled with tolerable

decency, and the innovations were render-

ed as little grievous as poflible ; that the

people might be induced more readily to

fubmit to the long meditated introduction

of a governor-general.

Dec. ;o. In December following, Sir Edmund
Androfle who had been governor ofNew-
York, arrived at Bofton with a commiflion

appointing him captain-general and gov-

ernor in chief of the territory and domin-

ion of New-England, in which the col-

ony of Plymouth was now included. By
this commiflion, the governor with his

council, five ofwhom were a quorum,

were impowered to make fuch laws, im-

pofe fuch taxes, and apply them to fuch

purpofes as they fhould think proper.

Ms Copy They were alfo empowered to grant lands

en fuch terms and fubjedt to fuch quit-

rents, as fhould be appointed by the king.

Inverted with fuch powers, thefe men were

capable of the mod extravagant a(5lions.

Though Androffe, like his mafter, began

his adminiftration with the faireft profef-

fions,

r.« the
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iions, yet like him, he foon violated them, 1686.

and proved himlelfa fit inftrument for ac- * " '

complifliing the moil: execrable dcligns.

Tbofe of his council who were backward

in aiding his rapacious intentions were

negleded. Seven being fuflicient for a

full board, he feled:ed fuch only as were

devoted to him, and with their concurrence

did what he pleafed. Randolph and Ma-
fon were at iirft among his confidents ;

but afterward when New-York was an- Hutchin.

nexed to his government, the members 344-

from that quarter were mofl in his favour. pa°p. p. 564,

1687.
To particularize the many inftances of

tyranny and oppreffion which the country

fuffered from thefc men, is not within the

defign of this work. Let it fuffice to ob-

ferve, that the prefs was reftrained ; liber-

ty of confcience infringed ; exorbitant fees

and taxes demanded, without the voice or

confent of the people, who had no privi-

lege of reprefentation. The charter being

vacated, it was pretended that all titles to

land were annulled; and as to Indian deeds,

Androfle declared them no better than*

*' the fcratch of a bear's paw.** Land- 'i"/!"'''^'

^•

holders were obliged to take out patents

for their eftates which they had poffeffed

fofty or fifty years ; for thele patents ex-

travagant fees were exaded,and thofewbo

would

Revolution

in ^f . Ene;.
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1687. would not fubmit to this impofition had

"V" writs of intrufion brought againft them,

and their land was patented to others. To
hinder the people from confulting about

the redrefs of their grievances, town-

meetings were prohibited, except one in

the month of May for the choice of town
officers ; and to prevent compkints being

carried to England, no perfon was permit-

ted to go out of the country without ex-

prefs leave from the governor. But not-

withdanding all the vigilance of the gov-

ernor, his emiffaries and his guards, the

1. Mather's lelolutc aud indefatigable Increafe Mather,
life p. 107.

miniftef of the fecond church in Bofton,

and prelident of the college, got on board

a lliip and failed for England, with com-
plaints in the name of the people againft

the governor, which he delivered with his

own hand to the king ; but finding no

hope of redrefs, he waited the event of the

revolution which was thenexpedied.

1688 When the people groaned under fo many
«—-y.—' real grievances, it is no wonder that their

fears and jealoufies fuggefted fome that

were imaginary. They believed AndrofTe

to be a papift ; that he had hired the In-

dians, and fupplied them with ammuni-

Pevoiution ^'0" ^^ deftroy their frontier fettlements ;

uiitakd, p. ^j^j (]^^^ i^g
y^r^^ preparing to betray the

country
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country into their hands of the French. At 1688.

the (iime time, the large ftiides that King ^^-^

James the Tecond was making toward the

eftabhfliment of popery and defpotifm,

raifed the mofl: terrible apprehcnlions ; fo

that the report of the landing of the Prince

of Orange in England was received here

with the greatcft joy. AndrofTe was fo

alarmed at the news, that he imprifoned

the man who brought a copy of the prince's

declaration, and publiihed.a proclamation

commanding all pcrfons to be in readinefs

to oppofe " any invafion from Holland,"

which met with as much difregard as one

he had iflued before, appointing a day ot

thankfgiving for the birth of a Prince of

Wales.

The people had now borne thefe inno- 1689.
vations and impoiitions for about three *—v—

^

years : Their patience was worn out, and

their native love of freedom kindled at

the profped: of deliverance. The news of

a complete revolution in England had not

reached them ; vet fo fanouine w'ere their

expe(flations, fo eager were they to prove

that they were animated by the fame ipirit

with their brethren at home, that upon
the rumour ot an intended maflacrc in the

town of Bofton by the governor's guards,

they were wrought up to a degree of fury.

On
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1689, On thcmorningof the eighteenth ofApril
'—^—

' the town was in arms, and the country

flocking in to their affiftance. The gov-

ernor, and thofe who had fled with him
to the tort, were feized and committed to

prifon. The gentlemen who had been

magiflrates under the charter, with Brad-

ftreet, the late governor, at their head,

afTumed the name of a council of fafety,

and kept up a- form of government, in the

exigency of affairs, till orders arrived from

England ; when AndrofTe and his accom-

plices ivere fent home as prifoners of ftate,

to be difpofed of according to the king's

pleafure.

The people ofNew-Hampfhirehad their

fh?.re of fufferings under this rapacious

adminiftraf.ion : and Mafon himfelf did

not efcape. Having attended the hearing

of Vaughan's appeal to the king which
was decided in Mafon's favour: thejudg-

,'ov. 6, ment obtained here, being affirmed ; and
^^^'

having now the faireft profped: of realiz-

ing his claim, he returned hither in the

fpring of 1687, but found his views ob-

ftrudted in a manner which he little ex-

pe(51:ed. The government was in the hands

of a fet of hungry harpies, who looked

with envy on the large fhare of territory

which Mafon claimed, and were for par-

celing
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celing it out among themselves. The new 1689.

judges delayed ifTuing executions on the ' "
'

judgments which he had formerly recover-

ed, and the attorney-general, Graham,

would not allow that he had power to

grant lands by leafes. This confirmed the

people in their opinion of the invalidity

cf his claim, and rendered them (ifpofli-

ble) more averfe to him than ever they

had been. At length, however, he ob-

tained from Dudley the chief juftice, a counfii^

writ 0^ certiorari, dire(5led to the latejudges

of New-Hampfhire, by which his caufes

were to be removed to the fupreme court juiy 15,

of the whole territory , then held at Bofton

;

but before this could be done, death put

an end to his hopes and relieved the peo-

ple for a time of their fears. Being one

of Sir Edmund's council, and attending
se\'°i6%z.

him on a journey from New-York to Al-
"""f'""

bany ; he died at Efopus, in the fifty ninth 3^^^^^^

year of his age ; leaving two fons, John p«pe's.p.

and Robert, the heirs of his claim and

controverfy.

The revolution at Boflon, (hough ex-

tremely pleafing to the people of New-
Hampfhire, left them in an un fettled Hate.

They waited the arrival of orders from

England ; but none arriving, and the peo-

ple's minds being uneafy, if waspropofed
by
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1690.

January.
MafTa. Rec.
Portlmou

.

Dover and
Exeter Re-
cords.

March 12.

by fomc of the principal gentlemen, th^t

a convention of deputies from each of the

towns fiiould conlider what was befl to be

done. The convention-parliament in Eng-
land was a futiicicnt precedent to author-

ize this proceeding. Deputies were ac-

cordingly chofen *and inftrucfled to refolve

upon fome method of government. At
their firft meeting they came to no con-

clufion ; but afterward they thought it

beft to return to their ancient union with

Maffachufetts. A petition for this pur-

pofe being prefented, they were readily

admitted ; till the king's pleafure fhould

b^ known and members were fent to the

general court w hich met there in that and

the two following years. The gentlemea

who had formerly been in commiffion for

the peace, the militia and the civil offices,

were by town votes, approved by the gen^

eral court, reftored to their places, and

ancient

* The members of this coiu jution were,

Foi Portfmouth.

Major William Vauglian,

Richard Waldron,

Natlianiel Fryer,

Robert Eliot,

'J"hom:is Cobhett»

Cd^jt. John I'lckering,

For Dover.

C;\pt. John Woodman,
C.ipt. |uhn Ccri ith,

John Tutlle,

John Roberts,

Thomas njg*rly,

Nicholas FoUet.

For Exeter.

Robert Wadlty,

William Moore,

Samuel Leavitt.

(Portfm. Dover and Exeter P.ec

Records.)

It Joes not appejr trom Hampton records whether they joined in fh^

convention, or rejumeJ iiumejiately to the goveromcnt ot .Milf?L.'-'r

iiUa.
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ancient laws and cufloms continued to be 1 690.

obierved. ' "^

'

Had the inclination of the people been 1691.

confulted, they would gladly have been ' ''

'

annexed to that government. This was

well known to Matherand the other agents,
[if^^pig"'*

who when foliciting for a new charter, '-^e.

earneftly requeued that New-Hamplhirc

might be included in it. But it was an- nutchin.

fwered that the people had expreffed an 41Z.''*

averfion to it and dciired to be under a

diftindl orovernment. This could be found-o
ed only on the reports which had been

made by the commiffioners in 1665, and

by Randolph in his narrative. The true

reafon for denying the requeft was ; that ^ ^., ^_

Mafon's two heirs had fold their title to

the lands in New-Hampfliire to Samuel

Allen of London, merchant ; for feven

hundred and fifty pounds, the entail hav-

ing been previoufly docked by a fine and coun tucs.'

recovery in the court of king's bench ; and

Allen was then foliciting a recognition ofhis

title from the crown, and a commifiion for

the orovernment of the nrovincc. WhenO 1.

the inhabitants were informed of what

was doing, they again ailembled bv depu-

ties in convention, and fent over a petition

to the king, praving that thev n^^ight be

annexed to Mafiachu fetts. ThiC petition

was
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1 69 1, was prefented by Sir Henry Afliurft, and

^T"^ they were amufed with fome equivocal

vol. 2. p'. 6. pronfiifes of fuccefs by the earl of Notting-

ham j but Allen's importunity co-inciding

with the king's inclination, efFecftually

fruftrated their attempt. The claim which

Allen had to the lands from Naumkeag

1602. ^° ^^^^^ miles northward of Merrimack,
«

—

.
—

' was noticed in the MafTachufetts charter

;

'**"^''
'' and he obtained a commifTion for the gov-

ernment of New-Hampfhire in which

his Ton in law John Ufher, then in Lon-

don, was appointed lieutenant governor,

•with power to execute the commiffion in

Allen's abfence. The counfellors named

in the governor's inftrudions were John

Ufher lieutenant governor, John Hinckes,

Nathaniel Fryer, Thomas Graffort, Peter

Coffin, Henry Green, Robert Eliot, John

Gerrifh, John Walford and John Love.

The governor was intruded to fend to the

fecretary of flate the names of fix other

perfons fuitable for counfellors. Three

were a quorum, but the inftrudions were

that nothing fhould be done unlefs five

were prefen t except in extraordinary emer-

gencies. Major Vaughan, Nathaniel Weare

•MS copy of and Richard Waldron, were afterward

Council'' added to the number.
Tnir.utw.

^j^g
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The council was compofed ofmen who, 1692.

in general, had the confidence of the peo- * '^

'

pie ; but Ufher was very difagreeable, not

only as he had an intereft in Allen's claim

to the lands, but as he had been one of

Sir Edmund And rolTe's adherents, and an

aftive inftrument in the late oppreflive go-

vernment. He arrived with the commif- <^''""f''• ininutec.

fion and took upon him the command,

on the thirteenth day of Auguft. The
people again fubmitted, with extrertie re-

luctance, -to the unavoidable neceflity of

being under a government diftindt from

Maflachufetts.

The year 1692 was remarkable for a

great mortality in Portfmouth and Green-

land by the fmall pox. The infecflion was

brought in bags of cotton from the Weft
Indies, and there being but few people ^^s Letter.

who were acquainted with it, the patients

fufFered greatly, and but few recovered.

CHAP.

R
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CHAP. X.

^I'he war with the French and Indians y

commonly called King William''s war.

I
T was the misfortune of this country to

have enemies of different kinds to con-

tend with at the fame time. Whilft the

changes above related were taking place

in their government, a frefli war broke

out on their frontiers, which, jhough af-

cribed to divers caufes, was really kindled

by the rallmefs of the fame perfons who
were making havock of their liberties.

The lands from Penobfcotto Nova-Sco-
tia, had been ceded to the French, by the

Hutchin. treaty of Breda, in exchange for the ifland

P°548?' of St. Chriftophcr. On thefe lands the

Baron de St. Cailine had for many years

refided, and carried on a large trade with

the Indians ; with whom he was intimate-

ly connected ; having feveral of their wom-
en, befide a daughter of the lachem Ma-
dokawando, for his wives. The lands

which had been granted by the crown of

England to the duke of York (now King
James the fecond) interfered with Caftine's

plantation, as the duke claimed to the riv-

er St. Croix. A lort had been built by

hi.9
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his order at Pcmaquid, and a garrifon {Ra-

tioned there to prevent any intrufion on
his property. In 1686 a Ihip belonging

to Pafcataqua landed fome wines at Penob-

fcot, fuppoling it to be within the Frencii

territory. Palmer and Weft, the duke's

agents at Pemaquid, went and feized the

wines ; but by the influence of the French

ambafTador in England an order was ob-

tained for the reftoration of them. Here-

upon a new line was run which took Caf-

tine's plantation into the duke's territory.

In the fpring of loSS, AndrofTc went in 1688.

the Rofe frigate, and plundered Caftine's ' '

'

houfe and fort ; leaving only the orna-

ments of his chapel to confole him for the

lofs of his arms and goods. This bafe ac- Hutchin.

tion provoked Caftine to excite the In- p°'^;^P'

dians to a n6w war, pretences for which

were not wanting on their part. They
complained that the tribute of corn which

had been promifed by the treaty of 1678,

had been withholden ; that thefiftiery ofthc

river Saco had been obftruded by Icines .;

that their {landing corn had been devour-

ed by cattle belonging to the Engli!!-! ; that

their lands at Pemaquid had been patent-

ed without their confent ; and tb.at they

had been fraudulently dealt wiih in trad?,.

J^ome o\ tliefe coinplaint«: were dov.btlc;'-

R Q, well

pip.
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1688. well grounded ; but none of them were
' ^—

' ever inquired into or redrelTed.

They began to make reprifals at North
Yarmouth by killing cattle. Juftice Black-

man ordered fixteen of them to be feized

and kept under guard at Falmouth ; but

others continued to rob and captivate the

inhabitants. Androfle, who pretended to

treat the Indians with mildnefs, command-
ed thofe whom Blackman had feized to be

fet at liberty. But this mildnefs had not

the deiired effecl ; the Indians kept their

prifoners, and murdered fomeof themin
their barbarous fi'olicks. AndrolTe then

changed his meafures, and thought to

trighten them, with an army of ieven hun-
dred men, which he led into their coun-

try in the month of November. The rigor

ot the fcafon proved fatal to fome of his

men ; but he never faw an Indian in his

whole march. The enemy were quiet

during the winter.

1689. Alier the revolution, the gentlemen
'

—

'
—

' who afluincd the government took fome
precautions to prevent the renewal of hof-

tilitics. They fent mclTengers and pre-

.'iiKhinion, Icnts to feveral tribes of Indians, who an-

M'lh'cr. fwcrcd them with fair promiles ; but their

prejudice againfl: the Englilh was too in-

veterate to be allayed by fuch means as

thcic. Thirteen
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Thirteen years had almoft elapfed (ince 16S9.

the feizure ot the four hundred Indians, '—«—

'

at Cochccho, by Major Waldron ; during

all which time, an inextinguidiabic thirlt

ofrcvengehadbeen cbcrifhed amongthcni,

which never till now found opportunity for

gratification*. Wonolanfet, one of the

lacheins of Pcnacook, who was difmilTcd

with his people at the time of the feizure,

always obfcrvcd his father *s dyiiirr charge

not to quarrel with the Englifti ; but Hag-
kins, anotficrfachem, who had been treated

with neglcft by Cranfield, was mo"re ready

to liflcn to the feducing invitations oi"

Cafline's emiffarics. Some of thofe In-

dians, v.'ho were tlien feized and fold into

Ilavery abroad, had found their way home,
and could not reft till they had revenge.

Accordingly a confederacy being formed

between the tribes of Penacook and Pig-

wacket, and the fl:range Indians (as they

were called) who were incorporated v%-ith

them, it was determined to furprile tlic

major and liis neighbours among whora

they had all this time been peacably con-

verfant. hi

* The inveferacy of their hatred to M.ijor WjlJron nn atrrj-iii!

of that iranfaftion, appears from what is related by Mr. Willi.inis

in ihe narrative of his cnjitivity, wl)ich happened in 1704. When h?

was in Canada, a jefuit dilcourfing with him on*thc caufes of the '•

wars with Nc\v.I!n_:^!and, "jultin-'il the Indians in what ihcy di^l

*' againlt us ; rchcaiiir,; fome tliinjs done hy M^jor W.ildro.-:

abovcjo years .\go, a;id ;:-:'Vjii;Hy Ccd ictiliatcd ihen»." pnge iS,
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In that part of the town ofDover which

hes about the firft falls in the river Co-
checho, were five garrifoned houfes; three

on the North fide, viz. Waldron's, Otis's

and Heard's ; and two on the fputh fide,

viz. Peter Coflin's and his fon's. Thefe
houfes wcrefurrounded with timber-walls,

the gates of which, as well the houfe

doors, were fecured with bolts and bars.

The neighbouring families retired to thefe

houfes by night j but by an unaccountable

negligence no watch was kept. The In-

dians who were daily paffing through the

town vifiting and trading with the inhab-

itants, as ufual in times of peace, viewed
their fituation with an attentive eye. Some
hints of a mifcbJevous dclign had been

given out by their fquaws ; but in fuch dark

and ambiguous terms that no one could

comprehend their meaning. Some of the

people were uneafy ; but Waldron who,
from a long courfe of experience, was in-

timately acquainted with the Indians, and

on other occafions had been ready enough
to fufpetft them, was now fq thoroughly

fecure, that when fome of the people hint-

ed their fears to him, he merrily bade

them to go and plant their pumpkins,

faying that he would tell them when the

Indians would break out. The very even-

ing
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ing before the milchief was done, being 1689.

told by a young man that the town was ''~*^

—

'

full of Indians and the people were much
concerned ; he anfwered that he knew the

Indians very well and there was no danger.

The plan which the Indians had pre-

concerted was, that two fquaws fliould go
to each of the garriloned houfcs in the

evening, and afk leave to lodge by the

fire ; that in the night when the people

were afleep they fhould open the doors

and gates, and give the fignal by a whiflle;

upon which the ftrange Indians, who
"were to be within hearing, fhould rufli in,

and take their long meditated revenge.

This plan being ripe for execution, on the

evening of Thurfday the twenty-feventh

of June, two fquaws applied to each of

the garrifons for lodging, as they frequent-

ly did in time of peace. They were ad-

mitted into all but the younger Coffin *s,

and the people, at their requeft, fhewed
them how to open the doors, in cafe they

fliould have occafion to 20 out in the nio-ht.

Mefandowit, one of their chiefs, went to

Waldron's garrifon, and was kindly enter-

tained , as he had often been before. The
fquaws told the major, that a number of

Indians were coming to trade with him
the next day, and Mefandowit wh'ilft at

fuppcr.
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1689. fupper, with his ufual familiarity, f^id,
*—^—

'

* Brother Waldron, what would you do if

* the ftrangc Indians fhould come ?' The
major carelcfsly anfvvered, that he could

affemble an hundred men by lifting up
his finger. In this unfufpec^ing confidence

the family retired to reft.

When ail was quiet the gates were open-

ed and the fignal was given. The Indians

entered, fet a guard at the door, and rufh-

ed into the major's apartment, which was
an inner room, Awakened by the noife»

he jumped out of bed, and though now
advanced in life to the age of eiglity years,

he retained fo much vigour as to drive

them with his fvvord, through two or three

doors ; but as he was returning for his

other arms, they came behind him, flun-

ned him with an hatchet, drew him into

his hall, and feating him in an elbow chair

on a long table, infultingly ailvcd him,
*' Who (liall judge Indians now ?" They
then obliged the people in the houfe to

get them fom.e vi(^Uials ; and when they

had done eating, they cut the major acrofs

the breail and belly with knives, each one

vvith a llroke, faying, '* I crofs out my ac-
'

' count." They then cut ofl' his nofe and

ears, forcing them into his mouth ; ^nd
when fpent with the lofs of blood he was

falling
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falling down from the table, one of them 1689.

held his own fvvord under him, which put ' ^^

'

an end to his mifery. They alfo killed

his fon in law Abraham Lee ; but took

his daughter- Lee with feveral others, and

having pillaged the houfe, left it on nre.

Otis's garrifon, which was next to the

major's, met with the fame fate ; he was

killed, with feveral others, and his wife

and child were captivated. Heard's was

faved by the barking of a dog jufl as tl:e

Indians were entering : Elder Wentworth,

who was awakened by the noife puflied

them out, and tailing on his back, fet his

feet againft the gate and held it till he had

alarmed the people ; two balls were fired

through it, but both miiTcd him. Coffin's

houfe was lurprized, but :.is the Indians had

no particular enmity to him, they fpared

his life, ^nd the lives of his family, and

contented themfelves with pillaging the

houfe. Finding a bag of money, they

made him threw it by handfuls on the

floor, whilft they amufed themfelves in

fcrambiing for it. They then went to the

houfe of his fon v.ho would not admit the

fquaws in the evening, and fammoned him
to furrendcr, promihng him quarter : He
declined their offer and determined to de-

fend his houfe, till they brouglu cut his

father
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1689. father and threatened to kill him before

*^~v^ his eyes : Filial affedtion then overcanne

his rcfolution, and he furrendered. They
put both families together into a deferted

houfc, intending to referve them for prif-

oners ; but whiiil the Indians were bufy

in plundering, they all efcaped.

Twenty three people were killed in this

Jiirprifal, and twenty nine were captivat-

ed j five or fix houfes, with the mills,

were burned ; and fo expeditious were the

Indians in the execution of their plot, that

before the people could be colledted from

the other parts of the town to oppofe them,

they fled with their prifoners and booty.

As they pafled by Heard's garrifon in their

retreat, they fired upon it j but the people

being prepared and refolved to defend it,

and the enemy being in hafte, it w'as pre-

ferved. The prefervation of its owner was

more remarkable.

Elizabeth Heard, with her three fons

and a daughter, and fome others, were re-

turning in the night from Portfmouth.

They pafTed up the river in their boat un-

perceived by the Indians, who were then
1 009. jj^ pofTcflion of the houfes ; but fufpedling

danger by ihc noife which they heard,

after they had landed they betook thcm-

Iclvcs to Waldron's garrifcn, where

thej
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they faw lights, which they imagined 1689.

were let up for direction to thofe who '^ v"^

might be lecking a reiuge. They
knocked and begged earnellly lor admif-

iion ; but no aniwer being given, a young
man of the company chmbed up the wall,

and faw, to his inexpreilible furprize, an

Indian ftanding in the door of the houfe,

with his gun. The woman was fo over-

come with the fright that llie was unable

to fly ; but begged her children to fhift for

themfelves ; and thev with heavy hearts,

Left her. When Ihe had a little recovered

Ihe crawled into ibme bufhes, and lay

there till day-light. She then perceived

an Indian coming toward her with a piftol

in his hand ; he looked at her and went

away ; returning, lie looked at her again ;

and Ihe aiked him what he would have ;

he made no anfuxr ; but ran yelling to*

the houfe, and flie flnv him no more. She

kept her place till the houfe was buraed,

and the Indians were gone ; and then re-

turning home, found her own houfe fafe.

Her prefervation in thefe dangerous cir-

cumilances was the more remarkable, it

(as it is fuppofed) it was an inilatice of

juftice and gratitude in the Indians. For

at the time when the four hundred were

fsized in 1676, a young Indian cfcapcd

and
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1689. and took refuge in her houfe, where fhe
"^""^^ ' concealed him ; in return for which kind-

nefs he prom i fed her that he would never

kill her, nor any of her family in any fu-

ture war, and that he would ufe his influ-

ence with the other Indians to the fame

purpofc. This Indian was one of the

party who furprifed the place, and fhe

was well known to the moft of them.

The fame day, after the mifchief was

done, a letter from Secretary Addington,

written by order of the government, di-

rected to Major Waldron, giving him no-

tice of the intention of the Indians to fur-

prize him under pretence of trade, fell in-

to the hands of Ins fon. This defign was
Mrj. Rec. communicated to Governor Bradftreet by

Major Henchman of Chelmsford, who
had learned it of the Indians. The letter

Appendix was difpatched from Boilon, the day be-
''^ ^'^'

fore, by Mr. Weare; but fome delay which

he met with at Newbury ferry prevented

its arrival in feafon.

The prifoncrs taken at this time were

moflly carried to Canada, and fold to the

French; and thefe, as far as I can learn,

were the lirll that ever were carried thither*.

The

^ On? of ilief? prii'oners was Sarah Geriifli, a remarkably fine

ihin-i »t i'ev'u years oH, and g:an(J-il3ut;hfer of Major Waldron,

in xhox li-^uk' ;hc loJgTd tlr^t T.^.tal jr.^ht. Some circumftances

attending
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The Indians had been feduced to the 1689.
French intereUby popilhemilTaries, who '—*—

'

Jiad

attending her captivity are truly afftcling. Wben flic was awaken-
ed by the noife of the Indians in the houfe, ihe crept into ano-
ther bed and hid hcrrsit under the clothes to efcape their fearch.

She remained in their hands till the next winter, and was foM
from one to another feveral times. An Indian girl once pulhe:i

her into a river; but, catching by the bullies, Ihe efcaped drown-
ing, yet durft Kot tell how ihe came to bs wer. Once Ihc was I'o

weary v/ith travelling that llie ftie didnotav/ake in tiiemortiing till

the Indians were gone, and then found herfelf alone in the woods,

covercci with fncw and without aay food ; having found their

tracks Ihe went crying alter them till tliey heard her znd took het
with them. At another time they kindled a great fire, and tlie

young Indians told her (he was to be roafted. She burft into tears,

threw her arms round her mailer's neck, and begged him to fave

her, which lie promifed to do if (he would behave v.cil. Bei'.ig

arrived in Canada, fhe was bought by die Intendant's hdy, who
treated her courteoully, and fent her to a nunnery for education.

But when Sir William Phips was at Qaebeck ihe was exchanged,

and returned to her friends, with whom fhe lived till lh« was lix-

teen years old.

The wife of Richard Otis was taken at the fame time, with

an intant daughter of three months old. The French prierts took

this child under their care, baptized her by the name of Chrittina,

and educated her in the Romifh religion. She pilTed 'ome time in

a nuoery, but declined taking the veil, and was married to a

Frenchman, by whom (he had tvfj children. But her Jcfire to fee

New- England was fo Itrong, that upon an exchange of prifonsrs

in 17 14, being then a widow, ihe left both her children, who werff

not permitted to come with h;r, ajid returned home, \\her6 (Ij;

abjured the Romifh faith. M. Siguenot, her former confeffor,

wrote her a flattering letter, warning her of her danger, inviting

her to return to the bofom of the catholic ciiurch, auii repeating

many grofs calumnies v/hich had formerly been vented jgainft Lu-
ther and the other reformers. This letter being ihewn to Cover-
nor Burnet, he wrote her a fenfible and rsafterly anfwer, rci'utinj

the arguments, and detcifting the faUchood* it contained : l'<Jih

thefe letters were piiiitcd. She was married aftcr.vard to Capi.

Thomas Baker, who had been taken at Deerficld in lyc^, anl

lived in Dover, where (he was born, till the yeir i/TJ-
Mr. John Emerfon, by dccliniiig to ioJse at M^jor WalJrcn's

on the fatal night, though lirongly urged, met v.uh an hsppy

efcape. Hi was afterward a miniiler at >.'ew-(".Ufle and Porti-

IDOUth.

(J3^ Some of the circumfrances relating to the det>ru£tion o*"

Cochecho are taken from Mather's Magr.alia. The other- fror:

:hc tradition of the futieierj aiid ii;e;r d>:' < ».':la;its.
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1669. had began to fafcinate tbcra with their
*—

•
' reh'gioiis and national prejudices. They

had now learned to call the Englilli here-

ticks, and that to extirpate them as fuch

was meritorious in the iight of heaven.

When their minds were filled with religi-

ous phrenzy, they became more bitter and

implacable enemies than before ; and find-

ing the lide of fcalps and prifoners turn to

good account in Canada, they had f]:ill

farther incitement to continue their de-

predations, and profecute their vengeance.

The neceffity of vigorous meafures was

now fo preffing, that parties were imme-
diately difpatched, one under Captain

Noyes to Penacook, where they deftroyed

the corn, but the Indians efcaped ; another

from Pafcataqua, under Captain Wincal,

to Winnipifeogee, whither the Indians had

retired, as John Church, who had been ta-

ken at Cochecho and efcaped from them.,

reported : One or two Indians were killed

there, and their corn cut down. But thefe

excurfions proved of fmall fervice, as

the Indians had little to lofe, and could

find an home wherever they could find

game and fifli.

In the month of Augufl Major Swaine,

with feven or eight companies raifed by
the MaiTachufctts government, marched

to
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to the eaftvvard ; and Major Church, with 16S9.

another party, coniliting of Enghlli and """^^ '

Indians from the colony of Plymouth,

foon followed them. Whilft thefe forces

were on their march, the Indians, who
lay in the woods about Oyfter river, obferv-

ed how many men belonged to Huck-
ing'sgarrifon j and feeing them all go out

one morning to work, nimbly ran between

them and the houfe, and killed them all

(being in number eighteen) except one

who had pafled the brook. They then

attacked the houfe, in which were only

two boys (one of whom was lame) with

fomc women and children. The boys kept

them off" for fomc time and wounded fever-

al of them. At length the Indians (tt

the houfe on fire, and even then the boys

would not furrcnder till they had promifcd

them to fpare their lives. They pcrfidi-

oufly murdered three or four of the chil-

dren j one of them was let on a fliarp

flake, in the view of its diitreiTcd morher,

who With the other women and the boys

were carried captive. One of the boys

efcaped the next day. Captain Garner

with his company puru'.ed the enemy, bur.

did not come up with thcin.

The MaiTachufettsand Plymoiiai com-
panies proceeded to the eaflward, fettled

garrifons
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1689. garrifbns in convenient places, and had
* " ' lome fkiimilnes with the enemy at Cafco

and Blue Point. On their return, Major

S'vvaine fenta party of the Indian auxiliaries

under Lieutenant Flagg toward Winni-

pifeogee to make difcoveries. Thefe In*

dians held a confultation in their own
language ; and having perfuaded their

lieutenant with two men to return, nine*

teen ofthem tarried out eleven days longer ;

in which time they found the enemy, ftaid

with them two nights, and informed them
of every thing which theydefiredto know;

Ma-naiia
upon which thc enemy retired to their

lib. 7. p. inaccefiible defarts ; the forces returned

without finding them, and in November
were difbanded.

Nothing was more welcome to the dif-

iTefled inhabitants of the frontiers than

the approach ot winter, as they then

expected a refpite from their fufFerings.

The deep fnows and cold weather were

commonly agood fecurity againfl: an attack

from the Indians ; but when refolutcly fet

on mifchief, and infl:igatcd by popifh en-

thufiafm, no obftacles could prevent the

execution of their purpofes.

The Count de Frontenac, then governor

of Canada, was fond of dillinguifhing

himfelf by feme enterprizes againft the

American

1690.
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American fubjedls of King William, with 1690.

wbom his mafter was at war in Europe. ' ^ '

For this purpofe he detached three parties

of French and Indians from Canada in the

winter, who were to take three different

routes into the Enghfh territories. One of

thefe parties marched from Montreal and

deflroyed Schenedlada, a Dutch village on
the Mohawk river, in the province ofNew-
York. This ad:ion which happened at an

unufual time of the year, in the month of

February, alarmed the whole country ; and

the eaftern fettlements were ordered to be

on their guard. On the eighteenth day

of March, another party which came from

Trois Rivieres, under the command of the

Sieur Hertel, an officer of great repute ia

Canada, found their way to Salmon falls,

a fettlement on the river which divides

New-Hampfhire from the province of

Maine. This party confiftcd of fifty two

men, of whom twenty five were Indians

under Hoophood a noted warrior. They
began the attack at day-break, in three

different places. The people were fur-

prized ; but flew to arms and defended

themfelves in the garrifoned houfes, with

a bravery which the enemy themfelves

applauded. But as in all fuch onfets the

ajGTailants have the greateft advantage, io

S tlKV
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1690. they liere proved too fVrong for the defen«

'

—

'
—

' dants ; about thirty of the braveft were

killed, and the reft furrendered at difcre-

tion, to the number of fifty four, of whom
the greater part were women and children.

After plundering, the enemy burned the

houfes, mills and barns, with the cattle*

which were within doors, and then retreat-

ed into the woods, whither they were pur-

fued by about one hundred and forty men,

fuddenly colledted from the neighbouring

towns, who came up with them in the after-

noon at a narrow bridge on Woofter^s river.

[Berwick.] Hertelexpe(flingapurluit,had

pofted his men advantageoufly on the op*

pofite bank. The purfuers advanced with

great intrepidity, and a warm engage-

ment enfued, which lafted till night, when
they retired with the lofs of four or five

Charlevoix
killed ; the enemy by their own account

H^v 7.p. iolf two, one of whom was Hertel's ne-

phew j his ion was wounded in the knee;
another PVenchman was taken prifoner,

M,ignaiia. who was fo tendcfly treated that he cm-
Hb. 7.p.68. Ill /, .

,

braced the protcftant faith, and remained

in the country. Hertel on his way home-
ward met with a. third parry who had

marched

* Chatlci'oix fjys tliey burned '« twenty fcven houff? and tito

:/jouf,ttiJ head of cattle in the barns." The numbtr wl l>iiiliiing«,

inchiJing mills, barns and outhoufer,, might :imomit lo near iwenrv
;

but the number of cattle as he gives it, is incredible.
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marched from Quebec, and joining his 1690*

company to them attacked and deltroyed
'—^'—^

the fort and fettlement at Cafco, the next

May. Thus the three expeditions plan-

ned by Count Frontenac proved fucccfs-

ful ; but the glory of them was much
tarnillied by ads of crueky, which chrill-

ians fhould be alhamed to countenance,

though perpetrated by favages*.

S 2 After

* i*lie following inftances of cruelty exercifed towards the prif-«

oners taken at Salmon falls are mentioned by Dr. Mather.

Robert Rogers, a corpulent man, being unable to carry the

burden which the Indians impofeil upon him, threw it down in the path

and went afide in the woods to conceal himfelf. They found him
by his track, ftripped, beat and pricked him with Lheir f\.vords ;

then tied him to a tree and danced round him till they had kindled

a fire. They gave him time to pray, and take leave of his fellow-

prifonsrs who were placed round llie tire to fee his death. They
^itifhed the tire toward him, and when he was almoft llifled, took

it away to give him time to breathe, and thus prolonged his mifery ;

they drowned his dying groans with their hideous finging and

yelling; all the v.h'.le dancing round the fire, cutting off pieces of

Ms flefh and throwing them in his face. When he was deid they

!ett his body broiling on the coals, in which Ifate it was found by

his friends, and buried.

Mehetabel Goodwin was taken with her child of five months old.

When it cried they threatened to kill it, which made the mother

go afide and fit tor hours together in the fnow to lull it to fiecp ;

her mafter feeing that this hnidered her from travelling, took the

•hild, liruck its head againft a tree, and hung it on one of thft

branches; (lie would have buried it but he would not let her, telling

):er that if (he came again that way (he might have the plealnre of

Teeing it. She was carried to Canada, and after live years retarn-

ed home.

Mary Plaifted was taken oiit of her be^l, having Iain in but

»hree weeks." They made her tra-.el with them ihroiigb the fnow,

and " to eafe her of her burden," as they faid, i^ruck the child's

head againft a tree, and threw it into a river.

An anecdote of another kind may reliei-e t!ve reader after thefe

tragical accounts. Thomas Toogood was puii'ueA by three Lidians

»nd ovfrtaki'n by on' of tliem, who having in^uirid his name
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1690. After the deftrudion of Cafco theeafl-

'—^—
' em fettlernents were all deferted, and the

people retired to the fort at Wells. The
Indians then came up vveftward, and a

party of them under Hoophood fometime

in May made an affault on Fox Point, [in

Nevvington] where they burned feveral

houfes, killed about fourteen people, and

carried away fix. They were purfued by
m^g. li'o. 7. tj^e Captains Floyd and Greenlcaf, who

came up with them and recovered fome of

the captives and fpoil, after a {kirmifh in

which Hoophood was wounded and lofk

his gun. This fellow was foon after kill-

ed by a party of Canada Indians who
miftookhim for one of the Iroquois, with

whom they were at war. On the fourth

day of July eight perfons were killed as

they were mowing in a field near Lam-
prey river, and a lad was carried captive.

Tlie next day they attacked Captain Hil-

ton's garriion at Exeter, which was reliev-

ed by Lieutenant Bancroft with the lofs of

a tew Gl his men ; one of them, Simon
Stone,

wTS prfp:jilng!lTine5 to bind iiim, holding his gun under hii arm,
wiiich Tongood fcucj and wciU backward, keeping ihc gun pre-

eiited at him, and protctting tli.n l;e would n.oot Iiim it' he alarm,
fu the others who had llo;)j;cd on ihe cppoliu- fide of the hill.

By thii dexterity he elVapcd and goi fate into Cochccho ; whilft

his advcrfaiy hid ro rccompencc i^i liis power but to call alter him
by the name of J^'j pmJ. Wlicn he returned to his companions
without gun or prifop.cr, their dcrilioii made his mifaJvcinurc the

more gnevoa?.
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Stone, received nine wounds with fliot, 1690.

and two flrokes of a hatchet ; wlien his ' "^

'

friends came to bury him they perceived Mag. ub.;.

life in him, and by the application of cor-

dials he revived to the amazement of all.

Two companies under the Captains

Floyd and Wifvval were now fcouting, and

on the fixth day of July difcovered an In-

dian track, which they purfued till thev

came up with the enemy at Whelewright's

Pond, [in Lee] where a bloody engage-

ment enfued for fome hours ; in which
Wifwal, his lieutenant, Flagg, and lergeant

Walker, with twelve more, were killed,

and fcveral \voiinded. It was not known
how many of the enemy fell, as they al-

ways carried off their dead. Floyd main-

tained the fight after WilvvaFs death, till

his men, fatigued and wounded, drew off;

which obliged him to follow. The enemy

retreated at the fame time ; for when
Captain Convers went to look after the

w^ounded, he found feven alive, whom he

brought in by funrife the next morning,

and then returned to bury the dead. The
enemy then went weftward, and in the

courfe of one week kUled, between Lam-
prey river and Almfbury, not Icfs than

forty people.

The
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1 690. The cruelties exercifed upon the cap-
' " ' tives in this war exceeded, both in number

and degree, any in former times. The
moft healthy and vigorous of thetn were

fold in Canada, the weaker were facrificed

and fcalped ; and for every fcalp they had

a premium. Two inftances only are re-

membered of their releafing any without

a ranfom ; one was a woman taken from
Mag. 73- Fox Point, who obtained her liberty by

procuring them fome of the ncceffaries of

life ; the other was at York; where, after

they had taken many of the people, they

reftoredtwoaged women and five children,

in return for a generous adiion of Major
Church, who had i'pared the lives of as

many women and children when they fell

MS Letter, into his hauds at Amarifcogin.

The people of New-England now look-

ed on Canadaasthefourceof their troubles,

and formed a defign to reduce it to fubjec^

lion to the crown of England. The en-

terprize was bold and hazardous ; and had

their ability been equal to the ardour of

their patriotifm it might probably have

been accomplilhed. By flraining every

nerve, they equipped an armament in fome

dcgreeequaltothefervice. Whatwas want-

ing in military and naval difcipline was

niade UD in relolution ; and the command
was i
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wzs given to Sir Willi:im Phips, an honeft 1 690.

man , and a friend to his country j but by no * '
'

means qualified for fuch an attempt. Una-

voidable accidents retarded the expedition,

fo that tbeileet did not arrive before Quebec

till Odober; when it wasmore than time to

return. It beingimpoffible to continue there

to any purpofe ; and the troops growing

iickly and difcouraged, after Tome inef-

fectual parade, they abandoned the enter-

prize.

This difappointment was feverely felt.

The equipment of the fleet and army re-

quired a fupply of money which could not

readily be collecl:ed, and occafioned a pa-

per currency ; whicli has often been drawn
into precedent on like occafions, and has

proved a fatal fource of the mod: comph-
catfed and extenfive mifchief. The peo-

ple were almofl difpirited with the prof-

ped of poverty and ruin. In this melan-

choly ftate of the country, it was an hap-

py circumftance that the Indians volunta-

rily came in with a flag of truce, and de- Nov. 29.

iired a ccflation of hofl:ilities. A conference

being held at Sagadahock, they brought

in ten captives, and fettled a truce till the

flrft day of May, which they obferved till

the ninth of June ; when they attacked 1691.
3torer*s garrifon at Wells, but were brave- ^—^—

^

ly
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1 691. ly repulfed. About the fame time they

killed two men at Exeter, and on the

twenty-ninth of September, a party of
them came from the eaftward in canoes to

Sandy Beach [Rye] where they killed and
captivated twenty-one peffons. Captain

Sherburne ofPortfmouth, a worthy officer,

fkch'sMS. was this year killed at Macquoit.

1692. The next winter the country being

alarmed with the deftrudlion of York,

fome new regulations were made for the

general defence. Major Eliilia Hutchinfon

was appointed commander in chief of the

militia ; by whofe prudent condud: the

frontiers were well guarded, and fo con-

ftant a communication was kept up, by

ranging parties, from, one poft to another,

that it became impoflible for the enemy to

attack in their ufual way by furprizc.

The good effed: of this regulation was

prefcntly feen. A young man being in

the woods near Cochecho, was fired at by

fome Indians. Lieutenant Wilfon imme-
diately went out with eighteen men ; and

finding the Indians, killed or wounded
the whole party excepting one. This

ftruck a terror and kept them quiet the

remainder of the winter and fpring.

But on the tenth day of June, an army of

French and Indians made a furious attack

on
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on Storer*s garrifon at Wells, where Cap- 1689.

tain Convers connmanded ; who atter a "^—>^"'

brave and rcfolute defence, was fo happy

as to drive thcn:i oftWith great lofs.

Sir William Phips, being now governor

of MafTachufctts, continued the fame me-

thod of defence ; keeping out continual

fcouts under brave and experiencedofficers.

This kept the Indians io quiet that, ex-

cept one poor family which they took at

Oyfter river, and fome Imall mifchief at

Quaboag, there is no mention of any dcf-

trudion made by them during the year

1693. Their animolity againft New-Eng- ^"93*

land was not quelled ; but they needed a

fpace to recruit ; fomeot theirprincipal men
were in captivity ,and they could not hope to

redeem them without a peace. To obtain

it, they came into the fort at Pemaquid ;
^''=- "'

and there entered into a lolemn covenant

;

wherein they acknowledged fubjed:ion to

the crown of England ; eqgaged to aban-

don the French jntereft ; promifed perpet-

ual peace ; to forbear private revenge ; to

reftore all captives j and even went fo fur

as to deliver hoftagcs for the due perform-

ance of their engagements. This peace,

or rather truce, gave both jfides a refpite,

which bothearneftjv defired.

The people of New-Hampfhire were

much reduced j their lumber trade and

hufoandry
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i 693. hufbandiy being greatly impeded by the
'— ,—

' ^yar. Frequent complaints were made of

the burden of the war, the fcarcity of pro-

vifions, and the dilpiritednefs of the peo-

ple. Once, it is faid in the council minutes

that they were even ready to quit the pro-

vince. The governor was obliged to im-

prefs men to guard the outpofts ; they

were fometimes difmifled for want of pro-

vifions,and then the garrifoned officers were

called to account and feverely punifhed :

Yet all this time the public debt did not ex-

ceed fourhundred pounds. Inthisfituation,

they were obliged to apply to their neigh-

bours for aiTiflance ; but this was f:::ranted

with a fparing hand. The people of Maf-
fachufetts were much divided and at vari-

ance among themfelves, both on account

of the new charter which they had receiv-

ed from King William, and the pretend-

ed witchcrafts which have made fo loud

a noife in the world. Party and pafTion

had ufurped the place of patriotifm ; and

the defence, not only of their neighbours,

but of themfelves was neglecfled to grati-

fy their malignant humours. Their gov-

ernor too had been affronted in this prov-

ince, on the following occafion.

Sir William Phips, having had a quar-

rel with Captain Short of the Nonfuch fri-

gate
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gate about the extent of his power as vice 1 693.

admiral, arrefted Short at Bolton, and put * ^^

*

him on board a merchant ihip bound tor

England, commanded by one Tay, with

a warrant to dehver him to the iecretary

offtate. The Ihip put into Pafcataqua,

and the NonlMch came in after her. The
lieutenant, Cary, Tent a letter to Hinckes,

prefident of the council threatening to im-

prefs feamen if Short was not releafed.

Cary was arretted and brought before the

council, where he received a reprimand

for his infolence. At the fame time Sir

William came hither by land, went on

board Tay's (liip, and fent the cabbin-boy

with a melTage to the prefident to come to

him there ; which Hinckes highly refent-

ed and refufed. Phips then demanded of

Tay his former warrant, and iiTued anoth*

er commanding the re-delivery of Short

to him, broke open Short's chefl:, and

ieized his papers. Thisad;ion was looked

upon by fome as an exertion of power to

which he had no right, and it was pro-

pofed to cite him bctore the council to an- Mji.-h jo.

jwer for aiTuming authority out of his ju-

rifdicftion. The prefident was warm ; but

a majority ot the council, conlidering Sir

William's opinion that his vice admiral's

commillion extended to tins province,

(though
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1 693. { though Uflier had one,but was notprefent)

^—
' and that no perfon beloneins; to the province

MS In hies. . .

had been injured, advifed the prefident to

take no farther notice of the matter. Soon

after this Sir Wilham drew oflP the men
whom he had Rationed in this province

as foldiers ; and the council advifed the

lieutenant governor to apply to the colony

of Connedlicut for men and provisions ;

but whether this requeft was granted does

not appear.

The towns of Dover and Exeter being

more expofed than Portfmouth or Hamp-
ton fuffcred the greateft fhare in the com-

mon calamity. Nothing but the hope of

better times kept alive their fortitude.

When many of the eaftern fettle nients

were wholly broken up, they flood their

ground, and thus gained to themfelves a

reputation which their pofterity boall of

to this day.

fiOA
'^^^^ engagements made by the Indians

<^^_j* in the treaty of Pemaqaid, might have

been performed if they had been left to

theirown choice. But the French miilion-

arics had been for fome years very affidu-

cus in propagating their tenets among
them, one of which was 'that to break
' faith with hereticks was no fin.* The
Sicur dc Villicu. who had diftrnguifhed

himfclf
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himfelf in defence of Quebec when Phips 1694.

was before it, and had contracted a flrong * '
'

antipathy to the New-Englanders, being

then in command at Penobfcot, he with

M. Thiiry, the miffionary, diverted Ma-
dokawando and the other fiichcms from

complying with their engagements ; {o

that pretences were found for detaining

the Enghfh. captives, who were more in

number, and of more confequence than

the hoftages whom the Indians had given.

Influenced by the fame pernicious councils,

they kept a watchful eye on the frontier

towns, to fee what place was moft fecure

and might be attacked to the greateft ad-

vantage. The fettlement at Oyftcr river,

within the town of Dover, was pitched

upon as the moft likely place ; and it is

faid that the defign of furprizing it was
publickly talked of at Quebec two montlis

before it was put in execution. Rumours
of Indians lurking in the woods there-

about made fome of the people apprehend

danger ; but no mifchief being attempted

,

they imagined them to be hunting parties, ut, -.^.^4

and returned to their fecuritv\ At length,

the neceifary preparations being made,

Villieu, with a body of two hundred and
fifty Indians, colIed:ed from the tribes of r-, t

St. John, Penobfcot and \orridgwcg, at- ';VJ^-
''

fended

M)
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1 694. tended by a French priefl, marched for the
^

"" " devoted place.

Oyfter river is a flream which runs

into the weftern branch of Pafcataqua ;

the fettlements were on both fides of

it, and the houfes chiefly near the water.

Here were twelve garriloned houfes fuf-

ficient for the defence of the inhabitants,

but apprehending no danger, fome fami-

lies remained at their own unfortified

houfes, and thofe who were in the garri-

fons were but indiffetently provided for

defence, fome being even deftitute ofpow-
der. The enemy approached the place un-

difcovered, and halted near the falls on

Tuefday evening, the feventeenth ofJuly.

Here they formed two divifions, one

of which was to go on each fide of the

liver and plant themfelves in ambufh, in

fmall parties, near every houfe, fo as to be

ready for the attack at the rifmg of the fun

;

and the tirftgun was to be the fignal. John
Dean, whofe houfe ftood by the faw-mill

at the falls, intending to go from home
very early, arofe before the dawn of day,

and was lliot as he came out of his door.

This firing, in part , di fconcerted their plan

;

leveral parties who had fome diftance to

go, had not then arrived at their Nations ;

tlie people in general were immediately

alarmed.
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alarmed, fome of them had time to make 1694.

their efcape, and others to prepare for *^ '^

their defence. Tlie fignal being given,

the attack began in all parts where the

enemy was ready.

Of the twelve garrifoned houfes five

were deftroyed, viz. Adams's, Drew's,

Edgerly's, Medar's and Beard's. They
entered Adams's without reiiflance, where

they killed fourteen perfons ; one of them,

being a woman with child, they ripped

open. The grave is ftill to be fcen in

which they were all buried. Drew fur-

rendered his garrifon on the promife of

fecurity, but was murdered when he fell

into their hands ; one of his children, a

boy of nine years old, was made to run

through a lane of Indians, as a mark for

them to throw their hatchets at, till they

had difpatched him. Edgerly's was eva-

cuated ; the people took then- boat, and

one ot them was mortally wouuded before

they got out of reach of the enemy's (liot.

Bcard^s and Medar's were alfo evacuated

and the people efcapcd.

The dcfencclefs houfes were nearly all

fet on fire, the inhabitants beintj either

killed or taken in them, orelfe in endeav-

ouring to fly to the garrifons. Some ef-

caped by hiding in the bufhes and other

fccrct
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1694. fecret places, Thomas Edgerly, by con-
' ' cealing himfelf in his cellar, preferved his

hoiife, though twice fet on fire. The
houfe of John Bufs, the minirter, was de-

flroyed, with a valuable library. He was

abfen t , his wife andfamily fled to the woods
andefcaped. The wife of John Dean, at

whom the iirft gun was fired, was taken

with her daughter, and carried about two
miles up the river, where they were left

under the care of an old Indian whilftthe

others returned to their bloody work.

The Indian complained of a pain in his

head, and afked the woman what would

bea properremedy : Iheanfwered, Occapee^

which is the Indian word for rum, of

which fhe knew he had taken a bottle

from her houfe. The remedy being

agreeable, he took a large dofc and fell

afleep ; and fhe took that opportunity to

make her efcape, with her child, into the

woods, and kept herfelf concealed till they

were gone.

The other feven garrifons, viz. 'Burn-

ham's, Bickford's, Smith's, Bunker's,

Davis's, Jones's, and Woodman's were re-

folutely and fucccfs fully defended. At
Burnham's the gate u^s left open : The
Indians, ten in number, who were ap-

pointed to furprizc it, were afleep under

the
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the bank of the river, nt the time that the 1 694.

alarm was given. A man within, who *—
^

'

had been kept awake by the tooth-ach,

hearing the firft gun, roufcd the people

and fecured the gate, jult as the Indians

who were awakened by the fame noife

were entering. Finding themfelves dif-

appointed, they ran to Pitman *s, a defence-

lefs houfe, and forced the door at the mo-
ment that he had burft away through that

end of the houfe which was next to the

garrifon, to which he with his family,

taking advantage of the Ihade of fomc

trees, it being moonlight, happily efcaped.

Still defeated, they attacked the houfe of

John Davis, which, after fome reii#ance,

he furrendcred on terms ; but the terms

were violated, and the whole family was

either killed or made captives. Thomas
Bickford preferved his houfe in a fingular

manner. It was fituate near the river,

and furrounded with a palifade. Being-

alarmed before the enemy had reached the

houfe, he fent off his family in a boat, and

then Ihutting his gate, betook himfelf alone

to the defence of his fortref^. Defpifing

alike the prom.ifcs and threats by which

the Indians would have perfuaded him to

furrender, he kept up a conftant fire at

them, changing his drefs as often as he

T could,
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1694. could, fhewing himfelf with a diflFerent

V cap, hat or coat, and fometimes without

either, and giving diredions aloud as if

he had had a number of men with him.
Finding their attempt vain, the enemy
withdrew, and left him fole mafter of the

houfe which he had defended with fuch

admirable addrefs. Smith's, Bunker's, and
Davis's garrifons, being feafonablj appriz-

ed of the danger, were refolutely defended;

one Indian was fuppofed to be killed and

another wounded by a fhot from Davis's,

Jones's garrifon was befet before day ;Capto

Jones hearing his dogs bark, and imagin-

ing wolves might be near, went out to

fecurefomefvvine and returned unmolefted.

He then went up into the flankartand fat

on the wall. Difcerning theflalliofagun,

he dropped backward ; the ball entered

the place from whence he had withdrawn
Ills legs. The enemy from behind a

rock kept firing on the houfc for feme time

and then quitted it. During thefctranf-

adtions the French prieft took poffclTion of

the meeting-houfe, and employed himfelf

in writing on the pulpit with chalk ; but

the houle received no dama<^c.

Thole parties of the enemy who were

on the fouth lidc of the river having com-

pleted their dcftrudlivc work, coilccled in

a ticld
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afield adjoining to Burnham*s garrifon, 1694,

where they infuhingly fhewed their pri- ' - '

foners, and derided the people, thinking

themfelves out of reach of their fliot. A
young man from the centry-box fired at

one who was making fome indecent figns

of defiance, and wounded him in the heel

:

Him they placed on a horfe and carried

away. Both divifions then met at the falls,

where they had parted the evening before,

and proceeded together to Capt. Wood-
man's garrifon. The ground being un-

even, they approached without danger,

and from behind a hill kept up a long and

fevere fire at the hats and caps which the

people within held up on flicks above the

walls, without any other damage than

galling the roof of the houfe. At length,

apprehending it was time for the people

in the neio:hbourin2: fettlements to be col-

levied in purfuit of them, they fi.nally

withdrew ; having killed and captivated

between ninety and an hundred perfons,

and burned about twenty houfes, of whici?.

five were garrifons*. The main body of

them retreated over Winnipifeogce lake,

where they divided their prifontrs, fepa-

rating thofe in particular wlio were mcft

T a intimately

•• Charlevoix with Iiis ufu.il pir^de boafts of their having KilVi
two hundred and thirty peor'.e, and burnsd fifty or (iity hcufc;

He fpcak: cf caly two forts, both of which were ftormeu-
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1 694. intimately connected, in which they often
'

^ ' took a pleafure fuited to their favage na-

ture-f-.

About forty of the enemy under Tox-
us, a Norridgwog chief, refolving on far-

ther mifchief, went wefrward and did ex-

ecution as far as Groton. A fmall par-

ty having crolTed the river Pafcataqua,

came to a farm where Urfula Cutts, wid-

ow of the deceafed prefident, refided,

who imagining the enemy had done what

mifchief they intended for that timie, could

not be perfuaded to remove into town till

her haymaking: (liould be jfinillied. As
Magna! la,

• 1 -• 1 1 • 1 1

lib. 7. p. 26, llie was in the held witn her labourers, the

enemy fired from an ambudi and killed

her, with three others. Colonel Richard

Waldroii

-} Among thefe prifoners were Thorms Drew and his wife wtio

y/cre newly man iei. He w^s carried to Canada, where lie contin-

ued two years a:id was redeemed. She to Norrid^wog, and was

j;one four year:, in which fhe endured everything but death. She

vjis deliverei of a child in the winter, in the open air, and in a

violent fnow ftorm. Being umble to fuckle her child, or provide

it any fco;i, the Indians kiPed it. She livsd fourteen days on a

decoflion of the h.irk of trees, Op.ce ihey fet her to draw a fled

up a river againft a piercing north-well wind, and left her. She

was fo overcome with the cold that flie grew ilcepy, laid down and

•was nearly dead, when they returned ; they carried her fenfolefs

t<^ a wigivam, and poured warm water down her tlifoat, which re-

4.ovcred her. Afifr her return to her hufband, fli; had fourteen

cliildren ; they lived tejcther till he was ninety three and (he eigh-

ty nine y::>rs of age ; they died within two days of sach other ani

we'c buried in one g-nvc.

^'i' '1 hcfe pailKclar cirrutr!(>ances of the deftruiHion at Ovftec

river were at my d.. lire col lecled t:om the information of ag?d peo-

r> by Jchii Smuh, Co. a dcfc^iidant of cae of the luffering t.tin«
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Waldron ar;J liis wife with their infant 1694,

fon (afterward fccr-jtary) had almoll lliar-
^•-^-•'

ed the fame fate; rhoy were taking boat

to go and dine with tiiis lady, when tliey

were flopped by the arrival of foms friends

at their houfe ; whilfl at dinner they were

informed of her death. She lived about

two miles above thetovmof Tortfrnouth,

and had laid out her flirm with much ele-

gance. Tlie fcalps taken in iliis whole

expedition v/ere carried to Canada by Ma-
dokavv'ando, and prcfented to Count Fron-

tenac, from whom he received the rev/ard

of his treacherous adventure.

There is no mention of any more mif- i6gc.
chief by the Indians within this province *—v

—

'

till the nex^ y^^-^'^-, when, in the month of

July, two men, were killed at Exeter. The
following year, on tlie feventh day of 1696.

May, John Church, who had been taken '

—

'
—

'

and efcaped from them feven years before,

was killed and fcalped at Cochecho, near

his own houfe. On the twenty-fixth of

]une an attack was made at Portfmouth

plain, about two miles from the town.

The enemy came from York-nubble to

Sandy-beach in canoes, which they hid

there among the bufhes near the Ihore.

Some fufpicion was formed the day before

by reafon of the cattle running out of the

woods
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woods at Little-harbour ; but falfe alarms;

were frequent and this was not much re-

garded. Early in the morning the attack

was made on five houfes at once ; fourteen

perfons were killed on the fpot, one was
fcalpedand lett for dead, but recovered, and

four were taken. The enemy having plun-

dered the houfes of what they could carry,

fet them on fire, and made a precipitate

retreat through the great fwamp. A com-
pany of militia under Captain Shack-

ford and Lieutenant Libbey purfued, and

difcovered them cooking their breakfaft,

at a place ever fince called Breakfaft hill.

[Rye] The Indians were on the farther fide,

havmgplaced their captives between them-

felves and the top of the hill, that in cafe

of an attack they might firfl: receive the

fire. The lieutenant pleaded to go round

the hill, and come upon ihem below to

cut off their retreat ; but the captain fear-

ing that in that cafe they would, accord-

ing to their cuftom, kill the prifoners,

ruihed upon them from the top ot the hill,

by which means they retook the captives

and plunder, but the Indians, rolling down
the hill, efcaped into the fwarnp and got to

rheir canoes. Another party, under anoth-

er commander, Gerrifh,was thenfent out in

ihallops to intercept them as they fhould

crofs
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crofs over to the eaftward by night. The 1 696.

captain ranged his boats in a line, and or- ' " '

dered his n^ien to refcrve their fire till he

gave the watch-word. It being a calm

night the Indians were heard as they ad-

vanced ; but the captain, unhappily giving

the word before thev had come within

gun-fhot, they tacked about to the fouth-

ward, and going round the Ifles of Shoals,

by the favour of their light canoes efcaped.

The \vatch-word was Crambo, which the

captain ever after bore as an appendage

to his title*. On the twenty-fix th day of

July, the people of Dover were waylaid

as they were returning from the public

worHiip, when three were killed, three M?.gnaiia,

wounded, and three carried to Penobfcot, '"' ''^' ^'

from Vvhence they foon found their way
home.

The next year on the tenth of June, 1697.
the town of Exeter was remarkably pre-

'—^—

'

ferved from deftruclion. A body ot the

enemy had placed themfelves near the

town, intending to make an alTault in the

morning of the next day. A number of

women and children contrary to the advice

of their friends went into the fields, with-

out a guard, to gather ftrawberries. When
tliey

* The account of t}iis tranfavHion I had from tV.c lite Ji'^'ge

Parker, who had taken rai'^s tr> piflerve it. It is mentioned, »ut

pot circumftiDtisJlVjby Dr. Nhi.hcr. Msgn.'.lia; lib, 7 p. ?<_:.
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1 697. they were gone, fome perfons, to frighten
' ' ' them, fired an alarm ; which quickly fpread

through the town, and brought the people

together in arms. The Indians fuppofing

that they were difcovered, and quickened

by fear, after killing one, wounding ano-

ther, and taking a child, made a hafly re-

treat and were feen no more there. But

on the fourth day of July they waylaid

and killed the worthy Major Frofl: at Kit-

M39;. iib.7. tery, to whom they had owed revenge

wsjournai. cvcr fiucc the fcizurc of the four hundred

at Cochecho, in which he was concerned.

The fame year an invafion of the coun-

try was projected by the French. A fleet

was to fail from France to Newfoundland

^nd thence to Penobicot, where being join-

ed by an army from Canada, an attempt

was to be made on Bollon, and the fea-

coaft ravaged from thence to Fafcataqua.

The plan was too extenfive and compli-

cated to be executed in one fummer. The
fleet came no further than Newfoundland 5

when the advanced feafon, and fcantinefs

of provilions obliged them to give over

the defign. The people ofNew-England
were apprized of the danger, and made
the befl preparations in their power.

They flrengthcned their fortifications on

the coafl, and raifed a body of men to de-

defend
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fend the frontiers againfl: the Indians who 1697.
were expeded to co-operate with the

*—-^^-'

French. Some mi (chief was done by

lurking parties at the caftward ; but Nevv-

Hamp (hire w as unmolefled by them during

the remainder of this, and the whole ot

thefollovvirg year.

After the peace of Ryfwick, Count 1698.

Frontenac informed the Indians that he * '

could not any longer fupport them in a

war with theEngUlh, with whom his na-

tion was then at peace. He therefore ad-

vifed them to bury the hatchet and rcftore

their captives. Having fuffered much by

famine, and being divided in their opini-

ons about profecuting the war, after a long

time they were brought to a treaty at ^99*
Cafco J where they ratified their former januar. 7.

engagements; acknowledged fubjedionto

the crown of England ; lamented their

former perfidy, and promifed future peace nv. iib.?.

and good behaviour in fuch terms as the ^' ^*'

COmmiffioners dictated, and with as much
fincerity as could be expeded. At the

fame time they reftored thofe captives who
were able to travel from the places of their

detention to Cafco in that unfavourable

feafon of the year ; giving aflurance for

the return of the others in the fpring ; but

many cf the younger fort, both males and

females
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1699, females, were detained ; who, mingling

with the Indians, contributed to a fuccef-

(ion of enemies in future wars againft their

own country.

A creneral view of an Indian war will

give a juft idea of thefe diftreffing times,

and be a proper clofe to this narration.

The Indians were feldom or never feen

before they did execution. They appear-

ed not in the open field, nor gave proofs

ofa truly mafculine courage ; but did their

exploits by furprize, chiefly in the morn-

ing, keeping themfelves hid behind logs

and buflies, near the paths in the woods,

or the fences contiguous to the doors of

houfes ; and their lurking holes could be

known only by the report of their guns,

which was indeed but feeble, as they were

fparing of ammunition, and as near as

pofllble to their objed: before they fired.

They rarely affaulted an houfe unlefs they

knew there would be but little refiftance,

and it has been afterward known that they

have lain in ambufh for days together,

watching the motions of the people at

their work, without daring to difcover

themfelves. One of their chiefs who had

got a woman's riding-hood among his

plunder would put it on, in an evening,

and walk into the ftreets of Portfmouth,

looking
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looking into the windows of houfes and

liflening tothcconverfation of the people.

Their cruehy was chiefly exercifed upon

children, and luch aged, infirm, or cor-

pulent perfons as could not bear the hard-

Ihips of a journey through the wildernefs.

If they took a woman far advanced in

pregnancy their knives were plunged into

her bowels. An infant when it became

troublelome had its brains daflied out a-

gainft the next tree or ftone. Sometimes

to torment the wretched mother, they

would whip and beat the child till almoft

dead, or hold it underwater till its breath

was juft gone, and then throw it to her to

comfort and quiet it. If the mother could

not readily ftill its weeping, the hatchet

was buried in its ikull. A captive weari-

ed with a burden laid on his fhoulders

was often (ent to reft the fame way. If

any one proved refradory, or was known
to have been ir.ftrumental of the death of

an Indian, or related to one who had been

fo, he was tortured with a lingering punifh-

ment, generally at the ftake, whilft the

other captives were infulted with the light

of his miferies. Sometimes a fire would
be kindled and a threatening given out

againft one or more, though there was no

intention of li\crificing them, only to make
fpon
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fvon of their terrors. The young Indians

oiten fjgaalized their cruelty in treat-

ing captives inhurwanly out of fight of the

elder, and when inquiry was made into

the matter, the infulted captive mull: either

be filcnt or put the beft face on it, to pre-

vent worfe treatment for the future. If

a captive appeared fad and deje6ted he was
fure to meet with infult ; but if he could

ilng and dance and laugh with his mailers,

be, was carelTed as a brother. They had a

iirong averfion to negroes, and generally

killed them when they fell into their hands.

Famine was a common attendant on

tbefe doleful captivities ; the Indians when
th'^y caught any game devoured it all at

one fitting, and then girding themfelves

round the waiil, travelled without fuften-

ance till chance threw more in their way.

The captives, unufed to fuch canine re-

pails and abflinances, could not fupport

the furfeit of the one nor the craving of
the other. A change of mafters, though

it fometimes proved a relief from mifery,

yet rendered the profped; of a return to

their home more difiant. Ifan Indian had

loft a relative, a prifoner bought for a gun,

a hatchet, or a few fkins, muft fupply the

place of tlie deceafcd,And be the father,

brotlicr, cr fon of tliepurchaier; and thofc

who



N E W-H AM P S H I RE. -S.,-

who could accommodate themfclvcs to fuch

barbarous adoption, were treated with the

fame kindnefs as the perfons in vvhofo

place they were fubftituted. A falc amon^
the French of Canada was tlie mod hap-

py event to a captive, efpeciail*)' if he be-

came a fervant in a family ; though fome-

times even there a prifon was their lot,

till opportunity prefented for their redemp-

tion ; whilfl the priefts employed every le-

ducing art to pervert them to the popiih

religion, and induce them to abandon their

country. Thefecircumflances, joined u'ith

the more obvious hardfliips of travelling

half naked and barefoot through pathlcfs

defarts, over craggy mountains and deep

fwamps, through froft, rain and fnow,

expofed by day and night to the inclemer.cv

of the weather, and in fummer to the ven-

omous flings of thofe numberlefs infecflis

with which the woods abound ; the refr-

lefs anxiety of mind, the retrofped of paft

fcenes of pleafure, the remembrance of

diftant friends, the bereavements experi-

enced at the beginning or during the pro-

grefs of the captivity, and the daily ap-

prehenfion of death eitlier by famine oi"

the favage enemy ; thefe v. ere tlie horrors

of an Indian captivitv.

On
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On the other hand, it muft be acknow-

ledged that there have been inftances of

juftice, generofity and tendernefs during

thefe wars, which would have done honor

to a civiHzed people. A kindnefs (hewn

to an Indian was remembered as long as

an injury ; and perfons have had their lives

fpared for ads of humanity done to the

anceflors of thofe Indians into whofe hands

they have fallen*. They would fometimes
** carry children on their arms and flioul-

" ders, feed their prifoners with the befl

*' ot their provifion, and pinch themfelves
*' rather than their captives fliould want
*' food." When fick or wounded they

would afford them proper means for their

recovery, which they were very well able

to do by their knowledge of fimples. In

thus preferving the lives and health of
iheir prifoners, they doubtlefs had a view

of gain. But the mod remarkably fa-

vourable circumftance in an Indian captiv-

ity, was their decent behaviour to women

»

I have never read, nor heard, nor could

find by inquiry, that any woman who fell

into

* Several iBftances to this p'jr;'0''e have been rccafionally mer.-

tioDed in the tturie of this narrative. Tlie I'oUowing additional

one IS taken from Capt. Hammond's MS Journal. " April 13,

" 1677. The Indians Simon^ Andrew anu Peter burnt the houl'e

"of Edw.Tri Weymouth at Sturgeon creek. They pluniiered tht

•' houfe of one Crswlty but did not kill him, bccaufc of feme kind-

•' nefTcE done to Simon's grindrr.oilier.
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into their hands was ever treated with the

leaft immodeily ; but teilimonies to the

contrary are very frequent*. Whether

this negative virtue is to be afcribed to a

natural frigidity of conftitution, let phi-

lofophers inquire : The fa.t\ is certain ;

and it was a moft happy circurn fiance for

our female captives, that in the midft of

all their diftrelTes, they had no reafon to

fear from a favage foe, the perpetration

of a crime, which has too frequently dif-

graced, not only the perfonal, but the na-

tional charad:er of thofe, who make large

pretences to civilization and humanity.

* Mary Rowlandfon who was captured at Lancafter, in i67r,

has this paffage in her narrative, (^\ 55.) '• 1 have been in the

midft of thefe roaring lions and favage bears, that fearsil neither

God nor man nor the devil, by day and night, alone and in com-
pany ; fleeping all forts togetlier, and yet not one of them ever

ortered me the leall abufe of unchatti;y in word or aftion."

Elizabeth Hanfon who wis taken from Dov^r in i'7.^, teflifiej

in her narrative, (p. 28.) that" the Indians are very civil townrd

tneir captive women, not oiTering any incivility by any indecenr

carriage."

William Fleming, who was taken in Pennfylvania, in 17^5, fays

the Indians told him " he need not be afraid of their aVjinig h''*

wife, for they would net do it, for fear of offending their GoA
^pointing their hands toward heaven^ "for the man t!u: atfron s

^is God will furely be killed when he gocb towar." ! Ir 'in:)''-

fays, that one of them gave his wife a fliitt and pcuicnat which he

had among his plunder, and though he was alo.ic with her, yet

'• he turned his back, and w;nt 10 lome diltance whilii fl.e put

them on." (p. 10.

J

Charlevoix in his account of th- Indians of Ciriala, fays, ("lelte-

7.) "There is no exampie that any h-jv: ever tai-;'. d tiie le.ift ],.

berty with the V.f.-.ch w^-.n-nj even wl;-n iLe\ w>.r<.- their p;'.

i: H A P.
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CHAP. XL

T^he civil affairs of theprovince during the

adminijlrations of Vjher^ Partridge^

Allen ^ the EarlofBelhimount andDudley y

comprehending the whole aontroverfy

with Allen and his heirs

»

JOHN Ufher, Efqulre, was a native of

Bofton, an.i by profeffion a ftationer.

He was pofTefled ofanhandfome fortune,

and fuftaincd a fair charatler in trade. He
had been employed by the MafTachufetts

government, when in England, to nego-

ciate the purchafe of the province ofMaine,

from the heirs of Sir Ferdinando Gorges,

and had thereby got a tafte for fpeculating

in landed intereft. He was one of the

partners in the million purchafs, and had

fangiiine expediations of gain from that

quarter. He had rendered himfelf unpop-

ular among his countrymen, by accepting

the office of treafurer, under Sir Edmund
AndrolTe, and joining v/ith apparent zeal

in the meafures of that adminiflration,

unier's and he continued a friendly connexioii
pjpers.

^vith that party, after they were difplaced.

Though not illnatured, but rather of

an open and generous difpofition, yet he

wanted
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wanted thofe accomplifhments which he

might have acquired by a learned and pohte

education. He had but httle of the ftatef-

man, and lefs of the courtier. lnil:e.id of

an engaging aft'abihty he affedted a feveri-

ty in his deportment, was loud in conver-

fation, and ftern in command. Fond of

presiding in government, he frequently

journied into the province, (though his

refidence was at Bolton, where he carried

on his bulinefs as ufual,) and often fum-

moned the council when he had little or

nothing to lay before them. He gave or-

ders, and found fault like one who felt

himfelf independent, and was determined

to be obeyed. He had an high idea of

his authority and the dignity of his com-

miflion, and v/hen oppofed and infulted,

as he fometimes was, he treated the of-

fenders with a feverity which he would

not relax till he had brought them to lub-

mifTion. His public fpccclies were al- p

ways incprred;, and fometimes coarle and

reproachful.

He feems, however, to have taken as

much care for the interefi: and prefervation

of the province as one in his circumllanc-

es could have done. He began his ad-

miniftration in the height of a war wliich

greatly diilreffed and impovcriflied the

V country.

\ ir.Cf.

flU-3.
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country, yet his views from the beginning

were lucrative*. The people perceived

thele views, and were aware of the danger.

The transfer of the title from Mafon to

Allen was only a change ofnames : They
exped:ed a repetition of the fame difficul-

ties under a new claimant. After the op-

pofition they had hitherto made, it could

not be thought Grange that men whofc
pulfe beat high for freedom, fnould refufe

to fubmit to vafTalage ; nor, whilft they

were on one iide defending their polTeffions

ngainll a favage enemy, could it be ex-

pected, that on the other, they fhould

tamely iliffer the intrudon of a landlord.

Ulher's intcreft was united with theirs in

providing for the defence of the country,

and contending with the enemy ; but

when the propriety of the foil was in quef-

tion, they flood on oppoiite fides; and as

both thefe controveriies were carried on

at the fime time, the conduct of the peo-

ple toward him varied according to the

exigency

* In a kiter to George Djrringto". and ] >!i'i T.iylor in I.oin'on,

If.i; write'-: thui ;
" Jjd. 29, 1692-3. 1. 1 cafe yoi:rf",:Jv'.; areconifrn-

" eJ in the province ot Ncw-Uamplhire, with prudent man^ge-

" ment it nuy bo worth money, thv people only pijii'g -1-1 ^i.d

•' iJ per acre. The reafon wliy the commonslty ot the people di

" not agree is bec.iiii'e 3 or 4 of the great landed mc:i diiiunJe

" thcin from it. 'l"he people Iiave petitioned the kmg to be an-

nexed to Bo:\on government, Hut it will not be {,( t .e projrir^

" tor's interell to admil - tl.it uu'.cf. llie ;;ir_, Iv'l.Ij "J i'""*;'-
" governor over all,"
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exigency of the cafe; they fometimcs vot-

ed him thanks for his ferviccs, and at other

times complained of his abiifingand op-

prclling them.

Some of them would have been content

to have held their eftates under Allen's

title-f-, but the greater part, including the

principal men were refolved to oppofe it

to the laft extremity. They had an aver-

fion not only to the proprietary claim

on their lands, but their feparation from

theMalTachufetts government,underwhich

they had formerly enjoyed fo much free-

dom and peace. They had petitioned to

be re-annexed to them, at the time of the

revolution ; and they were always very

fond of applying to them for help in their

difficulties, that it might appear how un-

able they were to fubfift alone. They
knew alfo that the MalTachufetts people

Vv'ere as averfe as thcmfelves to Allen's

claim, which extended to a great part of

their lands, and was particularly noticed

in their new charter.

Soon after Uilier's arrival, he made en-

quiry for the papers which contained the

tranfaflions relative to Mafon's fuits. Du-
ring the fufpenfion ofgovernment in 1 689,

U 2 Captain
* '* I have 40 harics In Eve'.er who deCif- k> take paren*- tc-

' 'at:^? iron ,f> \, and mar.v '.r. or>'?r to'vn ."



29% HISTORYOF
Captain John Pickering, a man of a rough

and adventurous fpirit.anda lawyer, had

gone with a company of armed men to

the houfe of Chamberlayne, the late fecre-

tary and clerk, and demanded the records

and files which were in his poffeflion.

Chamberlayne refuled to deliver them
without fome legal warrant or fecurity ;

but Pickering took them by force, and

conveyed them over the river to Kittery.

Pickering was fummoned before the gov-

ernor, threatened and imprifoned, but for

fometime would neither deliver the books,

nor difcover the place of their conceal-

ment, uniefs by order of the affembly and
to fome perfon by them appointed to re-

ceive them. At length, however, he was
conftrained to deliver them, and they were

put into the hands oi the fecretary, by the

lieutenant-governor's order.

^ 093' Another favourite point with Udier was
'

to have the boundary between Ncw-
Hampfhire and MafTachufetts afccrt .lined :

There were reafons which induced fome of

the people to fall in with this defire. The
general idea was, that New-Hampfliire
began at the end of three miles north of
the river Merrimack ; which imaginary

line was alfo the boundary of the adjoin-

ing townfliips on each lide. The people

who
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who lived, and owned lands near thefe li-

mits, pretended to belong to either pro-

vince, as beil: luited their conveniency ;

which caufed a difficulty in the colleflintr of

taxes, andcutiing ot r^mber. The town of

Hampton was ienfibly ane-fled with thefe

difficulties, and petitioned the council that

the line might be run. The council ap-

pointed a committee of Hampton men to

do it, and gave notice to Maiiachufetts

of their intention ; defiring them to join

in the affair. Tiiey diiliked it and declin-

ed to ad. Upon which the lieutenant-

governor and council of Neiv-Hampfliire

caufed the boundary line to be run from

the fea-lhore three miles northward ot

Merrimack, and parallel to the river, as

far as any fettlements had been made, or

lands occupied.

The only attempt made to extend the

fcttlement of the lands during thefe times,

was, that in the spring of the year 1694,
whilfl: there was a truce with the Indians,

Ufher granted a charter for the townfliip

ofKingdon, to about twenty petitioners

from Hampton. They were foon dif-

couraged by the dangers and difficulties of

the fucceeding hoftilities, and many ot

them returned home within two years.

After the war they rcfumrd their enter-

prize ;

293

1693.

Prov. files.

Brief of V'.z

Ca(c of N.
Hasrp. ar.d

M'.ffachu.

ftated by

Srr.inge &
Hoi li tips,

»73S>i>. 3.
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prize ; but it was not till the year 1725,
that tl^y were able to obtain the fettlement

of a min'iler. No alterations took place

in the old towns, except the lepara'

1693. tion of Great liland. Little Harbour, and
' ^ ' Sandy Beach, from Portfmouth, and their

erection into a town by the name of New-
caftle ; together with the annexation of

that part of Squamfcot patent which now
bears the name of Stretham, to Exeter,

it having before been conne(5ted with

Hampton.

The lieutenant-governor was very for

ward in thefc tranfaitions, thinking them

circumOanccs favourable to his views, and

being willing to recomm.cnd himfelf to the

people, by feconding their wiflies, asfaras

was confiilent with the intereft he meaned
to ferve. The people, however, regarded

the fettling and dividing of townf}iips,and

the Tunning of lines, only as matters of

general convenience, and continued to be

difgufled with h's adminiil:ration. His re-

peated calls upon them for money were

anfwered by repeated pleas of poverty,

and requefts for afTiftance from the neigh-

bouring province. Uiher ufed all his in-

fluence Vv'ith that government to obtain 4

fupply of men to garrifon the frontiers;

:!.p.d V;-hen they ^^'anted provifions for the

garrifons,
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garrifons, and could not readily railc the 1693.

money, he would advance it out of his '
—

^'^ '

own purfe and wait till the treafury could

reimburfe it.

During iIk two or three firfl years of his

adminiiiration the public charges were

provided for as they had been before, by

an excife on wines and other fpirituous

liquors, and an impofl: on merchandife.

Thefc duties being laid only from year to

year, Uiher vehemently urged upon the i^q^
alTembly a renewal of the ad, and an ex- ^^-^
tenfion of the duty to articles of export ;

^°^-7='n<i

and that a part ot the n^oney fo raifed

might be applied to the lupport of govern-

ment. The anfvver he obtained was, that

* confidering thcexpofed ll:ateofthe p^^ov-

' ince, they were obliged to apply all the

* money tliey could raife to their defence;

* and therefore they were not capable of
* doing any thing for the fupport of gov-
' crnment, though they were fcniiblc

* his honour had been at confiderable ex-
* pence : They begged that he would join

* with the council in reprefenting to the

* king the po\erty and danger o( the prov-

' ince, that fuch methods might be taken

^ for their fupport and prefervation as to

' thoi royal wifdom fliould fcem meet,

lacing further prciTcd upon tliC fwbject,

;bcv
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1695. they pafTcd a vote to lay the propofed du-
""-^^

' ties for one year, ' provided he and the

* council would join with them in pcti-

* tioning the king to annex them to Maf-
' iachufetts.*

He had the mortification of being difap-

pointed inhis exped:ationsof gain,notonly

from the people, but from his employer.

Allen had promifed him two hundred and

fifty pounds per annum for executing his

commifTion ; and when at the end of the

third vear, Ufher drew on him for the
J

pavment of this fum, his bill came back

proteftcG*. This was the more mortify-

ing, as he had afliduoufly and faithfully

a I tended to Allen's interefl, and acquaint-

ed him from time ^o time with the means

he had ufed, the difficulties he had en-

countered, the pleas he had urged, the

time he had fpent, and the expence he had

incurred in defence and fupport of his

ricr s i£t.
claim. He now defired him to come over

tcrtoAi- .^^^ afTume the orQvernment himfelf, or
Jen, joly O _

_ _

'

;ind octo. get: a fuccefTor to him appointed in the of-

fice of lieutenant-governor. He did not

Icnow that the people were before hand

of him in this latter requeft.

On
* It is probable that Allen was not able to comply with thii

demand. The purthafe of the province Irom the MiU^ns had bcc.

w^iU " with other men's money."

Lciter of Ufter to Sir Matihtw DaJley, Sept, 171S.

1695
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On a pretence of difloyalty he had re- 169^;,

moved Hinckes, Waldron, and Vaughaii '

—

—
from their ibats in the council . The form-

er of thefe was a man who could change

with the times ; the two latter were fteady

oppofers of the proprietary claim. Their

fufpeiifion irritated the people, who, by

their influence, privately agreed to recom-

mend William Partridge, Efq. as a prop-

er perfon for their lieutenant governor

in Ufher's fiead. Partridge was a native

of Portfmoutli, a fnipwright. of an extra-

ordinary mechanical gernus, of a politic

turn of mind, and a popular man. He
\vas treafurer of the province, and had

been ill ufed by Uilier. Being largely

concerned in trade he was well known in

England, having fupplied the navy with

mafls and timber. His fudden departure

for England was Very furprifingto Uflier,

who could not imagine he had any other

bufinefs than to fettle his accounts. But

the furprife was greatly increaled when

he returned with a commiflion appointing
j ^^-^

him lieutenant-governor and comm.ander ^-^--'

in chief in Allen's abf^^nce. It was obtain- J'*''^"--"-

cd of the lords juftices in the king's ab-

fence, by the intereft of Sir Henry Alhuj-ft,

and was daiied June 6, 1696.

Immediately

hie?.
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\ 697. Iiiiincdiatcly on his arrival, his appoint-
^ -'^~' ment was publickly notified to the people;;

though, either from the delay of making
out his mflrudtions, or for want of the

iorm of an oath necelTary to be taken, the

commilTion was not publillied in the ufu-

iil mannei : But the party in oppofition

to Ulher triumphed. The fufpended

counfcllors refumcd their feats, Pickering

was inadc king's attorney, and Hinckes

as prefident of the council, opened the af-

)unes. fembly with a fpecch. This affembly or-

i-.is. uw:. dercd the records winch had been taken

irom Pickering to be depofited in the

hands o[ Major Vaughan, who was ap^

pointed recorder : In confequence ofwhich

they have been kept in that office ever

lince.

L'llier being at Boflon when this altera-

tion took place, wrote to them, declaring

that no comnriilion could fuperiede his till

duly publilhed ; and uitimiated his inten-

tion oi coniing Idthcr " if he could be fafe

*' with his life," He alfo difpatched his

iwi^. -xc. iecretary, Charles Story, to England, with

an account of this tranfadion, which in

one of his private letters he ftyles " the

*' Pafcataqua rebellion /'adding, that "the
" militia were raifed, and forty horfe lent

" to fei.zchim j'*' and intimating that the

confufioa
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confufion was lb great, that " if bat three i 697*
*• French lliips were to appear, he behcv- ^^7^
*' ed they would iurrender on the hrit Letters.

*' fummons/' The extreme imprudence

of lending fuch a letter acrois the Allan

-

tic in time of war, was ftill heightened by

an apprehenfion which then prevailed, that

the French were preparing an armament

to invade the country, and that " they \-^ <^^^-

*' particularly deiigned for Pafcataqua tonsietri'T

*' river." jnfiics.

Inanfvver to his complaint, the lords of

trade dired:ed him to continue in the place

oflieutenant-£ovcrnor, till Partridge fhould

qualify himfelf, or till Richard, Earl of

Bellomont:, lliould arrive; who was coni-

millioned to thegovernment ot New-\ ork,

MalTachuibtts Bay and New-Hampihire ;

but had not yet departed from England.

Ufher received the letter from the lords

together with the articles of peace which

hid been concluded at Ryfwick, and im-

mediately fct off for New-Hamplhire,

(where he had net been for a year) pro-

claimed the peace, aiid pubiifiied the or-

ders he liad received, and having proceed-

ed thus far, " thought ail well and quiet.'*

But his oppoiers having held a coniuita-

tion at night, Partridge'ii com.million was

the next day publiflici in fcim ; betook
thi"

Decern, tc

Decern, i!'.

D;c:m. ::<.,
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1697. ^^"^*^ oaths, and entered on the adminiftra-

^^j tion of government, to the complete vex-

ation and difappointment of Ulhcr who
had been fo elated with the confirmatioa

of his commiffion , that as he pafled through

Hampton, he had forbidden the miniftcr

Council of that place to obferve a thankfgiving day,

which had been appointed by Prefident

FI inekes.

1608. ^" ailembly being called, one of their

firfl: acfts was to write to the lords of trade,

* acknowledging the favour of the king
* in appointing one of their own inhabi-

* tants to the command of the province,

' complaining of Ufher, and alleging that

* there had been no diflurbances but what
' he himfelf had made; declaring that

* thofe counfellors whom he had fufpend-

* ed were loyal fubjedls, and capable of
* ferving the king ; and informing their

' lordfhips that Partridge had now quali-

* fied himfelf, and that they were waiting

* the arrival of the Earl of Bellomont.'

They alfo deputed Ichabod Plaifted to

wait on the earl at New-York, and com-

pliment him on his arrival. ' If hefhould
* find his lordfhip high, andreferved, and
" not eafy of accefs, he was inftrud:cd to

' employ fome gentleman who was in his

^ confidence to manage thebufinefs; but

it
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* if eafy and free, he was to wait on him 1698.
* in pcrfon ; to tell him how joyfully they '— '—

*

* received the news of his appointment,
* and that they daily expected Governor
* Allen, whofe commiffion would be ac-

* counted good till his lordfhip's (hould be p'^Ted-s

* publifhcd, and to alk his advice how they oLIllfiirs;

* Ihould behave in fuch a cafe.* The prin-

cipal dcfign of this meffage was to make
their court to the earl, and get the ftart of

Ufher or any of his friends who might

prepoffefs him with an opinion to their

difadvantage. But if this fliould have hap-

pened, Plaifted was direded * to obferve
* what reception they met with. If his

* lordfhip was ready to come this way, he
* was to beg leave to attend hin^ as far as

* Bofton, and then alk his permiilion to

* return home ;' and he was furnilhed with

a letter of credit to defray his expenfes.

This meffage, which fliews the contrivers

to be no mean politicians, had the defireJ

effed.

The earl continued at Nev/-York for

the firft year after his arrival in America ,-

during which time Governor Allen came ^^^ ..

over, as it was expeded, and his com-
miffion being ftill in force, he took the

oaths and affumed the command. Upon s;ot. j?.

which Uflier again made his appearance
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169B. in council, where he produced the letter

''"~"'
' from the lords of trade, chimed his pLice

as lieutenant-governor, and declared that

the fiifpended counfellors had no right to

lit till rcilorcd by the kinji's order. Thit

brought on an altercation, wherein Elliot

affirmed that Partridge was duly qualified

and in office, that Waldron and Vaughari

had been fufpended without caufe, and

that if they were not allowed to fit, the reft

were determined to refign. The gover-

nor declared Uffier to be of the council ;

upon which Elliot withdrew.

At the fucceeding alTembiy two new
counfellors appeared ; Jofeph Smith, and

Kingfley Hall. The firil day palled quiet-

ly. The governor approved Pickering as

fpeaker of the houfe ; told them he had

alTumcd the government bccaufe the Earl

ot Bellomonthadnot arrived; recommend-
ed a continuance of the excife and powder
maney, and advifed them to fend a con-

gi^tula^ory meffiage to the earl at New-
linuary 5. York. The next day the houfe anfwered,

that they had continued the cuffoms and

excife till November, that they had already

congratulated the earl, and received a kind

anfwer and were waiting his arrival ;

TC'/jf/'/thcy Ihould enter further on bufinefs.

They complained that Allen's condud had

been
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being grievous in forbidding the collecting 1 699s

of the lafl: tax, whereby the public debts
*-^—

'

were not paid ; in dilplacing fundry fit

perfons, and appointing others Icis fit, and

admitting Ulher to be of the council,

though fuperfcded by Partridge's commiU
fion. Thefe things they told him had ob-

liged fome members of the council and

aflembly to apply to his lordihip for re-

lief, and •' unlefs h.e inouM manage with

" a more moderate hand " thvy threatened

him with a fecond application

The fame day Coffin and Wearc niov-*

ed a queftion in council, vv'iiethei* Ullier

was one of that body. He afrerled his

privilege, and obtained a major vote.

They then entered their dillent, and de-

fired a difm.iiTion. The governcr forbad

their departure. Weare aniwcrcd that he

would not, by fitting there, put contempt;

on the king's commillion, meaning Par-

tridge's, and withdrew. The next dav

the afiTembly ordered the money arifing

from the impofi: and excife to be kept in

the treafury, till the Earl of Bellomont's

arrival; and the governor dilfolved them,

Thele violences on his part v/ere iiii)^

poied to originate from Uihci's refent*

ment, and his overbearing influence uporv

Allen, who i? faiJ to have l^ccn rather of a

pacific
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1699. pacific and condefcending difpofition.
'"->—

^ The fame ill temper continued during the

remainder of this fhort adminiftration.

The old counfeilers, excepting Fryar, re-

luied to fit. Sampfon Sheafte and Peter

Wcare made up the quorum. Sheaffe

was alfo fccretary, Sn'iith treafurer, and

WiUiam Ardel, iheriff. The conftables

refufed to colled: the taxes of the preced-

ing year, and the governor was obliged to

M-. :n f.ie-. revokc his orders, and commiflion the for-

mer conftables to do the duty which he had

forbidden.

In the fpring the earl of Bellomont fet

out for his eallern governments. The
council voted an addrefs, and fent a com-
mittee, of which Ufher was one, to pre-

fcnt it to him at Boflon ; and preparations

were made for his reception in New-Hamp-
fliire ; where he at length camie and pub-

ju:y3r. liflied his commiffion to the great joy of

the people, who now faw at the head of

the government a nobleman ofdiftinguifli-

ed figure and polite manners, a firm friend

to the revolution, a favourite ofKing Wil-

liam, and one who had no intereft in op-

preffingthem.

During the controverfy with Allen, Par-

tridge had withdrawn ;. but upon this

cliAuge he took his feat as lieutenant-gov-

ernor.
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vernor, and the difplaced counfellors 1699.

were again called to the board. A petition ' '

'

was prcfented againil the judges of the

fuperior court, and a proclamation was

illLied, for juftices of the peace and confla-

bles only, to continue in office, whereby

thejudgescommiflions determined. Rich-

ard Joie was made Iherift' in the room of

Ardell, and Charles Story fecretary in the

room of SheaflFe.

The government was now modelled in

favour of the people, and they rejoiced in

the change, as they apprehended the way
was opened for an effedliial fettlement of

their long continued difficulties and dif-

putes. Both parties laid their complaints

before the governor, who wifely avoided

cenfuring either, and advifed to a revival

of the courts of juflice, in which the main

controverfy might be legally decided. This

was agreed to, and the neceffiary ads be-

ing paffied by an aflembly, (who alfo pre-

fented the earl with five hundred pounds

which he obtained the king's leave to ac-

cept) alter about eighteen days ftay he

quitted the province, leaving Partridge,

now quietly feated in the chair, to appoint

thejudges ofthe refpedive courts . Hinckes

wasmadechiefiufticeof the fuperior court, council

with Peter Coffin, John Gerrifh and John

X Plalftcd
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Pbifled for affiftants ; Waldron chief juf-

ftice of the inferior court, with Henry

Dow, Theodore Atkinfou and John Wood-
man for affiftants.

One principal objedf of the earl's atten-

tion was to fortify the harbour and pro-

vide for the defence of the country in cafe

of another war. He had recommended

to the alTembly in his fpeech the building of

a llrong fort on Great Illand, and after-

ward, in his letters, affured them that if

they would provide materials, he would

endeavour to prevail on the king to be at

the expenfe of eredtmg it. Col. Romer,
a Dutch engineer, having viewed the fpot,

produced to the alfembly an edimate of

the coft and tranfportation of materials,

amounting to above fix ihoufand pounds.

They were amazed at the propofal ; and

returned for anlvver ro the governor, that

in their grcatell difficulties, when their

lives and eftates were in the mod immi-

nent hazard, they were never able to raife

one thoufand pounds in a year* ; that

they
* I iiavc bere placed in one view fuch a!T iTments as I hav? been

?h\i to trvi during the preceJiiij war, with th'» frop iticn ot each

\uv.\\, whii.li vaiied according to their relptdive ciiCLimAances at

ditfcreiit tim''"!. 'M'^ I.tv>.- 1
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they had been exceedingly impoverldied 1700.

by a long war, and were now flruggling ' "

'

under an heavy debt, befides being en-

gaged in a controverfy with *' a prctend-
*' ed proprietor ;" that they had expend-

ed mv:>re "blood and money" to fecure his

majefty's intereft and dominion in New-
England than the intrinfic value of their

eftates, and that the fortifying of the har-

bour did as much concern Malfachufetts as

themfelves ; but they concluded with

aiTuring his lordfliip, that if he were
** thoroughly acquainted with their mif-
** erable, poor and mean circumllances,
*' they would readily fubmit to whatever
** he lliould think them capable of doing."

They were alfo required to furnilli their ms in files.

quota ot men to join with the other colo-

nies in defending the frontiers of New-
York in cafe of an attack^. This they

thought extremely hard, not only becaule

they had never received the leaft ailiftance

from New-York in the late wars, but be-

caufe an opinion prevailed among them
that their enemies had received fupplies

from the Dutch at Albany, and that the

X 2 plunder

* The quotas of men to b: furnifhed by eai-h government for th«

defence of Mew- York, if artacked, were as follows, vir.

Maffachufetts 350
New-HtmpTiire 40
Rhode-Iil.md 48

New- York, ;co I Pennl'yivania ?o
Kafl New-[erfey 60 I ^!iryli^!li J 60
W:lt ."'ew-Jcrfey 6c I Vireiir.a

Qann'fXwf ijo ' MS \n <:tes
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1700. plunder taken from their ilefolated towns
had been ibid in that place. There was

Smiih'j

vii-^'r
however no opportunity for affording this

c8, '175." aliiftance, as the New-Yorkers took care
214

Ibte o

to maintain a good underftanding with the

French and Indians, for the benefit oftrade.

But to return to Allen : He had as lit-

tle profpedt of fuccefs in the newly efta-

bliihcd courts, as the people had when
Mafon's fuits were carried on under Cran-

field's government. On examining the
Allen's ti- records of the fuperior court it was found

that twenty-four leaves were miffing, in

which it was fuppofed the judgments re-

covered by Mafon were recorded. No
evidence appeared of his having obtained

polTeflion. Tlie work was to begin anew;

and Waldron, being one of the principal

landholders and moll: llrenuous oppofers

of the claim, was fincJed out to Hand fore-

mod: in the controverfy witli x^llen, as his

f^ither had with IVIafon. Tlie caufe went

through tlie courts, and was invariably

4„ ,, given in favour of the delcndant with cofls.

Allen's only refuge was in an appeal to

the king, which the court, follovving the

example of tlieir brethren in the Maffa-

chufctts, refuied to admit. He then pe-

titioned, the king, who by an order in

council granted him an appeal, iiliowing

iiin\
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him eight months t^' prepare for its pro- I'-oi.

lecution. "-v"^

TIic refufal of an appeal could not fail
^''"'' -^

of bein;i^ hi-jhlv refentca in England. It

was fcverely ;iriimad\erted on bv the lords

of trade, whio in a let icr to tlvc Earl of Apnii.).

Belloniont upon riiis occalion, f.iv, " This

oeciining to admit appeals to his n-ajeiiy

in council, is a matter that vou ought

verv carefiillv to watch ao-^ainft in all

your govern micp.ts. It is -dn humour
that prevails fo mucli in proprieties <'ind

charter colonies, and the i n ce p e n-

D E K c Y they thir't alter is novv fo noto-

rious, that it has been thought i^t thoie

ccnfideratioiis, togelhiCr wuh other ob-

jedions againLi: thofe colonies,, fliould b-"

laid before the parliament ; and a bill

has thereupon been brought into the

houfe ot lords for re-unitms: the ri"ht

of p'ovcrnm.ent in thicir colonies to the MSmf.!-.

crown."

Before tliis letter was written the carl died M.ivh 5

at New-York, to the great regret of the

people in his leveral governments, among
whom he had made himfclf very popular.

A copy of the letter vvas fent to Nev/-

Hamplhire by the council of New-York ;

but the bill mentioned in it- was not palTcd

into an acl ofpai lia.ment. For feme reafons
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of ftateitwas rejecfted bythehoufe of lords.

The affembly of New-Hampfhire, hav-

ing now a fair opportunity, endeavoured

as much as pollible to provide for their

own fecurity ; and paffed two adls, the one

for confirming the grants ot lands which

had been made within their feveral town-

faips ; the other for afcertaining the

bounds of them. Partridge gave his confent

to thefe ads ; but Allen had the addrefs

to get them difallowed and repealed be-

caufe there was no referve made in them
M5 Lawj, Qf f'pjg proprietor's right.

Thecontroverfy being carried before the

king, both fides prepared to attend the

fuit. Allen's age, and probably want of

cafh, prevented his going in perlon ; he

therefore appointed U flier to ad: for him,

having previoufly mortgaged one half of

the province to him, for fifteen hundred

pounds ; Vaughan was appointed agent for

l^^^' the province, and attorney to Waldron.

May 29. It being a general intereft, the aflembly

bore the expence, and notwithftanding

their pleas of poverty on other occafions

provided a fund, on which the agent might

draw in cafe of emergency.

In the mean time King William died

and Queen Anne appointed Jofeph Dudley

^fq. formerly prclident of New-England,
to

Oftob, 14.
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to be governor of MafTachufetts and New- 1 70Z.

Hampihirc ; whofe commiilion being pub- ' ^ '

lidicd at Portf'mouth, tbe aiTemblv by a jiiy n.

well timed prefent interefled him in their is.

favour, and afterward fettled a falarv on ^,

him durino: his adminillration, agreeably AHembiy

to the queen's inn:ru(^f ions, who about this

time forbad her governors to receive any

but fettled Salaries.

When Allen's appeal came before the

queen in council, it v^as found that his

attorney had not brought proof that Ma- ^^^'^^

fon had ever been legally in poiTelfion ;
•^^'""'^ "-

for want ot this, the judgment reco-

vered by Waldron was affirmed ; but

the order of council direded that the ^,^^
-. .•• ,

. Ms Copy

appellant Mliould beat liberty to l^egin ot Lords

^f ,
• r • -L

• L Trade Ke.
* Je ;wvo by a writ or ejectment m the port in

* courts of Ncw-Hamplhire, to try his ''^'"

* title to the lands, or to quit-rents pay-

* able for the fame ; and that if any doubt

* in law Ihould arife, the jury lliould dc-

* clare what titles each party did fcverally

* make out to the lands in queftion, and

* that the points in lawfliould be referred

* to the court ; or if any doubt fhould arilc s^p. cv.

* conceining the evidence, it fnould be

* fpecially flated in writing, tint if either

* party fliould appeal to lier maj cily ihz

' might be m.ore fully informed, in order

*• to a final determination.' Whilii
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1 702. Whilft this appeal was depending a pe-
*

—

r—" tit ion was prefented to the queen, pray-

ing that Allen might be put in poffeffion

of the wafte lands. This petition was re-

ferred to Sir Edward Northey attorney ge-

nera], who was ordered to report on three

queftions. viz, i . Whether Allen had a

right to the waftes ? 2. What lands ought

to be accounted wafte ? 3. By what meth-

od her majefty might put him into pof-

feffion ? At the fame time Ufher was malt-

ing intereft to be re-appointed lieutenant-

governor of the province. Upon this,

Vaughan entered a complaint to the queen,

fetting forth * tliat Allen claimed as wafte

' iTound not only a lar^^e tra6b of luioc-

* cupicd land, b\it much ofth.it which had
* been long enjoyed by the inhabitants, as

* common pafture, within the bounds of

* their feveral townfhips. That Ufher, by
* his former managements andmifdemean-
* ours when in office, had forced fome of
' the principal inhabitants to quit the pro-

* vince, and had greatly harrafled and dif-

* gufled all the reft, rendering himfelf quite

* unacceptable to them. That he was m-
' terefted in the fuits now depending, as

' on Allen's death be would in right of

' his wife be entitled to pare of the eftate.

* Wherefore it was humbly fubmitted whe-
* ther
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* fher it would be proper to appoint, as 1702.
* lieutenant-governor, one vvhofe interell ^^^—

'

' and endeavour it would be to diiTeize the

* people of their ancient eftates, and. render

* them 'jneafy ; anl it v/as prayed that no
* letters mio-ht be Vvritten to put Allen in W'o-

* poireilion of the wades till tne petitioner
^"

* fliould be heard by council.'

Uiher's interel-: howe /er prevailed. The 1 703

,

attorney g-enerai reported, that ' Allen's ;
^~''

* claim to the v/afles was vah.i ; tr^at ail

' lands uninclofed and unoccupied were to

' be reputed wafle ,• that he might enter

* into and take polieilion of them, and it

* difturbed might afTert his right and pro-
* fecute trefpalfers in the courts there ; but
* that it would not be proper for her raaje-

' fty to interpofe, unlefs the queftion fhou-d
* com.e before her by appeal from thofe

* courts j fave, that it might be reafonablc

* to dired (if Allen fnould infift on it at

* the trials) that matters of fadl be found
* fpecially by the juries, and that thele (pe- cSi-i-L,

* cial matters fliould be made to appear on
* an appeal.'

Soon after thisUHicr obtained a fizcond

commjllion as lieutenant-o-overnor : br.t
r.

O ' ' T,,(y .5

was exprefsjy reftricded from intermedling
*' with the appointintTFcf ;udgcs or juries,

" or Qthervvife, in r:,arters rehting to the

" difrutes
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1 703. •* difputes between Allen and the inhabit-
" ^^ ' " ants.'* The people did not relifh this

re-appointnient, nor did his fubfequent

conciud: reconcile them to it. Upon his

o-aobet:'./. nril: appearance in council Partridge took

his feat as counfcllor ; but the next day

ceiired a difmiffion on account of a fhip

in the river which demanded his conftant

attention. This rcquefl was granted, and
he foon after removed to Newbury, where
he fpcnt the reft of his days in a mercan-

tile department, and in the bufinefs of his

profeflion.*

It had ahv\^y5 been a favourite point

with Ulhcr to cet the books and files,

which had been taken fromChamberlavnc,

iodged in the fecretary's office. Among
thcfe files were the original minutes of the

fuits which Mafon had carried on, and the

vcrdivfts,judgments and bills of coflhehad

recovered. As they were comimitted to

the care oi the recorder who was appoint-

ed by the general court and rcmoveable

^vnly by them, noufe could be made of thefe

papers but by confent of the afTembly.

When U flier produced to the council an
'''"

"^ f-rdcr from Whitehall that thefe records

fliould

- His foi Ridi.irJ rciilriuge was an a^cnt for the province ia

rr;;'-.r.J. ()i,? ot hi: djiighiers was married to Governor Belcher,

iv >j was mother to liic Isle lieulcrjant^govcrnor of Nova-Scot;a.
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fliould be depofited with the fecretary, 1704.

Penhallow, the recorder, who was a mem- * ^^ '

ber of the council, refufed to dehvcr them

without an ad: of the general aflembly

authorizing him to do fo.

Ufher fucceeded but little better in his

applications for money. He alleged that

he had received nothing for his former

fervices, though they had given hundreds

to Partridge ; and he complained that no

houfe was provided for him to refide in,

which obliged him to fpend moft of his

time at Bofton. The plea of poverty al-

ways at hand, was not forgotten in an-

fvver to thefe demands. But at length,

upon his repeated importunity and Dud-

ley's earned recommendation, after the

aflembly had refufed making any proviiion

for him, and the governor had exprefsly

diredted him to refideat New-Caftle, and

exercife a regular command, it being a time Juiy ?•

of war ; the council were prevailed upon

to allov/ him two rooms in any houle he

could procure *' till the next meeting of
" the aflembly,'* and to order thirty eight

/hillings to be given him for the expence

cf his ** journey to and from Bofton."

When Dudley acquainted the alTembly

with the royal determination in Allen's

fuits, they appeared tolerably fatisficd Feb. 10.

with
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704. with the equitable intention difcovered
"^^

' therein ; but begged him to reprefent to

her maiefty that " the province was at

' kail: fixty miles long and twenty wide,
* containing twelve hundred fquare miles,

* that the inhabitants claimed only the

* property of the lands contained within

* the bounds of their towniliips, which
* was lefs than one third of the province,

* and had been pofleffed by them and their

* anceftors m ve than fixty years ; that

* they had nothing to offer as a grievance

* if the other two thirds were adjudged to

* Allen ; but (liould be glad to fee the

* fame planted and fettled for the better

' fecurity and defence of the whole ; with-
* al de firing it might be confidcred how
' much time, blood and treafure had been
* fpent in fettling and defending this part

* of her maiefty's dominion, and that the

* coft and labour beftowed thereon far

' exceeded the true value of the land ; fo

* that they hoped it was not her majefty's

* intention to dcorive them of all the herb-

* age, timber and fuel, without which they

* could not fubfifl: ; and that the lands com-
* prehended v^^ithin the bounds of their

' townfliips was little enough to afford

1
* thefe ncccffary articles ; it not being

' uiiial ill thcfe plantations to fence in

* more

tin CO!
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* more of their lands than would ferve for 1 704.
* tillao'e, leavinfr the reft unfenced for the ' ' '

* feeding their cattle in common.
Notwithftanding this plea, which was

often alleged, Allen, by virtue of the Dec.az,

queen's permiffion, had entered upon and ''°^-

taken polTefTion, by turf and twig, of the

common land in each townfhip, as well as

of that which was without their bounds.

He brought his writ of ejetftment de novo

againft Waldron, and when the trial was
coming on, informed Governor Dudley

of it, that he might come into court

and demand a fpecial verdid: agreeably

to the queen's inftrudions. Dudley from

Bofton informed the court of the day

when he intended to be at Portfmouth,

and diredled the judges to adjourn the

court to that day. Before it came, he heard 1 70.

of a body of Indians above Lancafter,

which had put the country in alarm, and

ordered the court to be again adjourned.

At length he began his journey ; but was

taken ill at Newbury, with 2,feafonahk fit

of the gravel, and proceeded no fiirther.

The iurv in the mean time refufed to bring ^j\^x^^

in a fpecial verdidt ; but found for the Aiien'sti

defendant with cofts. Allen again ap-

pealed from the judgment.

Perplexed,

Aug. 10,

p. 9.
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1704. Perplexed, however, with thefe repeal
'

'
' ed difappointments, and at the fiime time

being low in purfe, as well as weakened

with age, he fought an accommodation

with tlie people, with whom he was deli-

rous to fpend the remainder of his days

in peace. It has been faid that he made
very advantageous offers to Vaughan and

Waldron, if they would purchafe his title ;

but that they utterly refufed it. The peo*

pic were fenfible that a door was ftill open

for litigation; and that after Allen's death

ihcy might, perhaps, meet with as much
or more difficulty from his heirs, among
whom Ufher would probably have a great

influence. They well knew his indefati-

gable induftry in the purfuit of gain, that

he was able to harrafs them in law, and

had great intereft in England. They
therefore thought it beft to fall in with

Allen's views, and enter into an accom-

modation with him. A general meeting

of deputies being held at Portfmouth, the

*^% 3- following refolutions and propofals were

drawn up, viz. ' That they had no claim
' or challenge to any part of the province

' without the bounds of the four towns
* of Portfmouth, Dover, Hampton and
* Exeter, with the hamlets* of New-Caille
* and Kingfton, which were all compre-

• bended

1705-
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* hended within lines already known and 1705*
* laid out, and which lliould forthwith '

'~^

* be revifed ; but that Allen and his heirs

* might peaceably hold and enjoy the faid

* great wafte, containing forty miles in

* Ie?igtb and twenty in brfadtby or there*-

* abouts, at the heads of the four towns
* aforefaid, if it fliould fo plcafe her ma-
* jefty ; and that the inhabitants of the

* four towns would be fo far from inter-

* rupting the fettlement thereof, that they

* defired the faid wafte to be planted and
* filled with inhabitants, to whom they

* would give all the encouragement and
* ailiflancc in their power. That in cafe

* Allen would, for himfeif and heirs, for-

* ever quit claim, to the prefent inhabitants

* and their heirs, all that trad: of land com-
* prehended within the bounds of the fcve-

* ral towns, and warrant and defend the

* fame againft all perfons, free of mort-
* gage, entailment and every other incum-
* brance, and that this agreement fliould

* be accepted and confirmed by the queen;
* then they would Jot and lay out to him
* and his heirs five hundred acres v\ ithin

* thetownof PortfmouthandNew-Caftle,
* fifteen hundred in Dover, fifteen hundred
* in Hampton and Kingfton, and fifteen

* hundfed in Exeter, out of the commgn-
* age^
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1705. * ages of the faid towns, in fuch places,
*

—

^
—

' * not exceeding: three divifions in each

' town, as fhould bed accommodate him
' and be leaft detrimental to them ; and
* that they would pay him or his heirs two
* thoiifand pounds curfent money of New-
* England at two payments, one within a

* year after receiving the royal confirma-
* tion of this agreement, and the other

' within a year after the firfl: payment.
' That allcontrad:s made either by Maibn
* or Allen with any of the inhabitants, or

* others, for lands or other privileges in

* the pofTeflion of their tenants in theirowa
* juft right, belidc the claim of Mafoti
' and Allen, and no other, fhould be ac-

* counted valid ; but that ifany of the pur-

* chafers, lefTees or tenants fhoidd refufe

* to pay their juft part of the fums agreed

* on, according to the lands they held, their

* (hare Ihould be abated by Allen out of
"*•' the two thoufand pounds payable by this

* agreement. That upon Allen*s accept-

* ance, and underwriting of thefe articles,

* they would give perfonal fecurity for the

* aforefaid payment ; and that all adlions

* and fuits depending in law' concerning

*'the premifes fhould ceafe till the queen*s

* pleafure fliould be known.*

Thefe
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7*hcfe articles were ordered to be pre- 1 703

.

fentei to Alkn for his acceptance ; But (o j^j^~^^

—

'

defirabie an ilTue o( the controvefy was otR^po"
,

-' of Lord't at

prevented by his fuddcn death, which hap- i"dc.

pened on the iiext day. He left a fon and

four daughters, and died inteftate.

Colonel Allen is reprefented as a gentle-

man of no remarkable abilities, and of a

folitary, rather thaT\ a focial difpofition ; Atkinfon's

but mild obliging and charitable. His '''''"^ ^^'

chara^er, whilfthe was a merchant in Lon- ^'""'"o"'*

don, was fair and upright, and his domeftic '"o" ^""i

deportment amiable and exemplary. He Mr. rrincf,

was a member of the church of England

fcy profeffion, but conftantly attended di-

vine worftiip in the congregation at New-
Caftle, and was a flri<ft obferver of the

chriiiian fabbath. He died on the fifth

of May 1705, in the feventieth year of

his age, and was buried in the fort.

After his death his only fon, Thomas j^q^
Allen, Efq. of London, renewed the fuit, <^~i^
by petitioning the queen, who allowed

him to bring a new writ of ejed:ment, and

ordered a revival of the direcflions given ^^^ ^s.

to the governor in 1703, with refped: to

the jury's finding a fpecial verdid:. Ac-
cordingly Allen, having previoufly con-

veyed one half of the lands in New-Hamp-
ihire by deed of fale to Sir Charles Hobby ^"s^''*

"

Y and
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and appointed his mother Elizabeth Allent

J 707. his attorney, brought his writ of ejed:ment

againll Waldroii in the inferior court of
common pleas, where he was cafl:. He
then removed it by appeal to the fuperior

court, where it had been tried three years

before. As this was the laft trial, and as

all the flrength of both parties was fully

difplayed on the occaiion, it will be prop-

er to give as jufl; a view of the cafe as can

now be collected from the papers on file

in the office of the fuperior court.

On Allen's part were produced copies

ofthe charter by which King James I. con-

flituted the council of Plymouth ; their

grants to Mafon in 1629 and 1635 ; his

laf!: will and teftamcnt ; an inventory of

artillery, arms, ammunition, provifions,

merchandize and cattle left in the care of

his agents here at his death ; depofitions

of fcveral ancient perfons taken in 1685,

who remembered the houfes, fields, forts,

and other pofleffions of Capt. Mafon at

PortfmouthandNewiehwannock,and were

acquainted with his agents, flewards, fac-

tors and other fervants, who divided the

cattle and merchandize among them after

his death ; the opinions of Sir Geoffry

Palmer, Sir Francis Winnington and Sir

William Jones in favour of the vahdity of

Mafon's
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Mafon's title ; King Charles's letter to the \ 707.

prefident and council of New-Hampfhire * **^

in 1680; the paragraph of Cranfield*s

commiffion which refpeds Mafon*s claim

in 1 68z ; the writ, verdidl, judgment and

execution againft Major Waldron in 1683 ;

the deciiion of the king in council againfl

Vaughan in 1686 ; Dudley's writ of cer^

tiorari in 1688 ; the fine and recovery in

Weftminfter-hall whereby the entail was

cut off, and the confequent deed of lale to

Allen in 1 69 1 ; Sir Edward Northey's re-

port in 1703 ; and evidence of Allen's

taking pofTeflion of the waftes, and of his

inclofing arid occupying fome land at Great

Ifland. On this evidence, it was pleaded

that the title derived from Mafon, and his

pofTeflion of the province, of which the

lands in queflion were part, was legal ;

that the appellee's pofTeflion had been in-

terrupted by the appellant and thofe from

whom he derived his title, more efpecially

by the judgment recovered by Robert Ma-
lon againfl Major Waldron ; and a fpecial

verdid: was moved for, agreeably t6 the

royal direcftions. The council on this fide

were James Meinzies and John Valentine.

On Waldron 's part were produced the

deed from four Indian fachcms to Whele-

wright and others in 1629 » ^^^ depofi-

Y 2 tions
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1707. tlons taken from feveral ancient pcrfons
'—

-V
—

' who teAified that they had hved with Ma-
jor Waldron when he began his planta-

tion at Cochecho, about the year 1 640,and

affifled him in building his houfes and

mills, and that no perfon had difturbed

him in the pofTeffion thereof for above

forty years. To invalidate the evidence

of the title produced on the oppofite fide,

it was pleaded. That the grant from

the council of Plymouth to Mafon in

1629, was not figned ; that livery and

feizin werenotendorfedon it as on other

of their grants, and as was then the legal

form ; nor was it ever enrolled according

to ftatute : That the fale of part of the

fame lands in 1628 to the Maflachufetts

company, by an inftrument figned and

executed according to law, renders this

fubfequent grant fufpicious ; and that hft

pretending to procure another grant ofpart

of the fame lands in 1635, was an argu-

inent that he himfelf could not rely on the

preceding one, nor was it credible that the

fame council fliould grant the fame lands

twice, and to the fame perfon : That the

grant in 1635 was equally defective; and
that he mull reliquilh one or the other, it

being contrary to the reafon and ufage of
law to rely on two feveral titles at once.

It
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It was urged, That Waldroa*s poffeff- 1703.
ion was grounded on a deed from the

'—^—^

native lords of the foil, with whom his

father had endeavoured to cultivate a

friendly connexion ; that he had tak-

en up his land with their con fen t, when
the country was a wildernefs ; had cul-

tivated it, had defended it in war at a

great expenfe, and at the hazard of his

life, which he finally loft in the attempt ;

that th^ Indian deed was legally executed

in the prcfence of the fa(ftors and agents

of the company of Laconia, ofwhich Ma-
fon was one ; that this was done with the

toleration of the council ofPlymouth, and

in purfuance of the great ends of their

incorporation, which were to cultivate the

lands, to people the country and chriftian-

ize the natives, for the honour and interefl

of tlie crown and the trade of England,

all which ends had been purfued and at-

tained by the appellee and his an :eftor.

It was alfo alleged, that the writ againft

Major Waldron in 1683 ivas for '* lands
** and tenements,** of which the quantity,

Situation and bounds were not defcribed,

for want of which no legal judgment could

be given ; that no execution had ever been

levied, nor was the pofleflbr ever difturbed

or amoved by reafon thereof; and that

the
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1707. the copies produced were not attcfted,jio
'

—

' ' book of records being to be found. To
invalidate the evidence of Mafon's polTef-*

iion, it was obferved, tbat he himfelf was
never here in perfon ; that all the fcttlc-

ment made by his agents or lucceffors was
only a fadory for trade with the Indians,

and principally for the difcovery of a coun-

try called Laconia; and that this was done

in company with feveral other merchant-

adventurers in London, who, for the fecu-

rity of their goods ereded a fort; but that

this could not amount to a legal poffeffion

nor prpve a title to the country, efpecially

as upon the failure of trade, the object oi

their enterprize, they quitted their factory

after a few years ftay in thefe parts.

As to the motion for a fpecial verdidt,

it was faid that a jury could not find one,

if they had no doubt of the law oj fadt,

for the teafon ofa fpecial verdicS is a doubt

either in point of law or evidence ; nor was

it confident with the privileges ofEnglifh-

men that a jury fhould be compelled to

find fpecially . In addition to thefe pleas, it

was further alleged, that by the ftatute

law no a(5lion of ejediment can be main-

tained except the plaintiff, or thofe under

whom he claims, have been in poffefifion

within twenty years ; and if they have

been
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been out of polTeflion fixty years, then not 1 707,

only an ejectment, but a writ of right, ' *

'

and all other real adlions are barred in re-

fped; of a fubje^5t, and that in fuch cafes the

right of the crown is alfo barred : and that

by the ftatutc of 32 Hen. 8. ch. 9. it is

enaded, that no perfon fhall purchafe any

lands or tenements, unlefs the feller, or

they by whom he claims, have been in

polfellion of the fame or the reversion or

remainder thereof, or have taken the rents

or profits thereof by the fpace of one

whole year next before fuch bargain is

made ; and that the appellee and his an-

ceftor, and no other perfon whatever had

been in poflefTion of the premifes, nor was

it ever pretended by the appellant that the

Mafons, ofwhom the purchafe was made,

were in poffeflion within one year, or at

any time before the alleged purchafe ;

that all the mifchiefs provided againft by

the above ftatute have been experienced

by the people of New-Hampfliire from

the purchafe made by the appellant's fa-

ther, of the bare title of the propriety of

the province. The council on this fide

were John Pickering and Charles Story.

A certificate from the lieutenant-gover-

nor refpeding the queen*s directions was

delivered to the jury who returned the fol-
A'lg w.

lowino;
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1 707 . lowing verdi<5t :
* * In the caufe depending

'—^'^-^ ** between Thomas Alkn, Efq. appellant

*' and Richard Waldrort, Efq. defendant,
** the jury finds for the defendant a con-
•* firmation of the former judgment and
** coftofcourts. Mark Hunking foreman.**
The court then fent out the jury again,

TVith this charge, **^ Gentlemen, you are

** further to confider this cafe and obfervc
** her majefty*$dirc6lions to find fpecially,

•* and your oaths.** They returned the

fecond time with the fame verdi<ft ; upon
which the court ordered judgment to be

entered, and that the defendant recover

cofts of the appellant. The council for the

appellant then moved for an appeal to her

nr>ajefly in council ; which was allow^ed on
their giving bond in two hundred pounds

to profecute it.

But the loyalty of the people, and the

Council & diftrefTes under which they laboured by
Recalls. reafon of the war^ prevailed on the queen's

miniftry to fufpend a final decifion ; and

fta1eo?Ai-
^^f°r^ ^^^ appeal could be heard, Allen's

un'stitie. death, which happened in 1715, put an

end to the iuit, which, bis heirs being mi-

nors, did not renew.

CHAP.

f. le.
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CHAP. XIL

Tbe "jjar 'xith the Fre?ieh and Indians,

called^een Ann€*s war, Conclufion of

Dudley*s and XJJher^s actminijiratimt,

TH E peace which followed the treaty

of Ryfwickwasbutoffhort duration,

for the feeds of war were already fown both

inEurope andAmerica. Louis had proclaim-

ed the pretender king of England, and his

Governor Villebon'had orders to extend his

province of Acadia to the river Kennebeck,

though the Englifh court underftood St.

Croix to be the boundary between their

territories and thofe of the French. The
fifhcry was interrupted by French men of

war, and by the orders of Villebon, who
fuffered no Engliih velfels to fifh on the

banks of Nova-Scotia. A French miffion

•waj eftabli filed, and a chapel ereded at

Norridgwog, on the upper part of Kenne-

beck, which fervcd to extend the influence

of the French among the ndians. The
^vernbr of Canada, affuming the cha-

rad:er of their father and prote<ftor, in-

ftigated them to prevent the fettlement of

the Englifh to the eaft of Kennebeck, and

found Ibme among them ready to liften

to
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to his advice. The people in thofe parts

were appreheniive of danger and tneditat-

ed a removal, and thofe who had enter-

tained thoughts of fettling there were re-i

flrained.

Things were in this pofture when Dud-
Icy entered on his government. He had

particular orders from England to rebuild

the fort at Pemaquid ; but could not pre-

vail on the Maflachufetts affembly to bear

the expence of it. However he determin-

ed on a vifit to the eaflern country, and

havingnotified his intention to the Indians,

took with him a number of gentlemen of

both his provinces*, and held a conference

j-Q« at Cafco with delegates from the tribes of

>—^-^ Norridgwog, Penobfcot,Pigwacket,Pena-
june 2a.

^^^j^ ^^^ Amarifcoggin ; who affured him
that "as high as the fun was above the earth,

*' io fardiftant was their defign ofmaking
*

' the Icaft breach of the peace." They pre-

fented him a belt of wampum in token of

their fincerity, and both parties went to

two heaps of ftones which had formerly

been pitched and called the Two BrotherSy

where the friendfhip was further ratified

by the addition of other flones. They al-

fo declared, that although the French emif-

faries among them had been endeavouring

to

* Mr. Hatchinfon his mifplaced this tranfailion by a year.
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to break the union
»
yet it was *' firm as a 1703.

** mountain, and (hould continue as long '—^"^

" as the fun and moon.** Notvvithftand-

ing theie fair appearances, it was obferved

that when the Indians fired a falute their

guns were charged with (hot ; and it was

fufped:ed that they had then formed a de-

lign to feize the governor and his atten-

dants, if a party which they expeded from

Canada, and which arrived two or three

days after, had come in proper feafon to

their allillance. However this might be,

it is certain that in the fpace of fix weeks, a Auguft le

body of French and Indians, five hundred

in number, having divided themfclves into

feveral panics, attacked all the fettlements

fromCafcotoWtlls.andkilled and took one

hundred and thirty people, burning and

deftroying all before them.*

The next week (Augufl: 17) a party of

thirtv Indians under Capt. Tom killed

five people at Hampton village ; among
^vhom was a widow MufiTy, a noted fpeak-

er among the friends, and much lamented

by them ; they, alfo plundered two houfes

;

but the peopfe being alarmed, and purfu-

ingthem, they fled.

The

• Mr. Hu'chinfon takes no notice of this remarkable devaftation,

which is particularly wiaud by Mr. PiuhaUaw in his " wars of

New.Englaud." p. 5.
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I'jc^. The country was now in terror and
""-^—

' confufion. The women and children re-

tired to the garrifons. The men went
armed to their work, and ported centinels

in the fields. Troops of horfe were quar-

tered at Portfmouth and in the province of
Maine. A fcout of three hundred and
lixty men marched toward Pigwacket, and

another to OfTapy Ponds ; but made no
difcoveries. Alarms were frequent, and

the whole frontier country from Deer-

field on the weft, to Cafcoon the eaft was
kept in continual terror by fmall parties of

the enemy.

In the fall Col. March of Cafco made a

vifit to Pigwacket, where he killed fix of

the enemy and took fix more ; this encou-

raged the government to offer a bounty of

forty pounds for fcalps.

As the winter came on, the frontier

towns were ordered to provide a larg§ num-
ber of fnow-fhoes ; and an expeditton was
planned in New-Hampfliire, againfl the

head quarters of the Indians. Major
Winthrop Hilton, and Captain John Gil-

man of Exeter, Captain Chefley and Cap-
tain Davis of Oyfter river, marched with

their companies on fnow-fhoes into the

woods ; butreturned without fuccefs. This
is called in the council books '* an honour-

»* able
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'^ able fervice :'* Hilton received a gratu- 1 703.

ity of twelve, and each of the captains *^
^'

'

five pounds.

With the return of fpring there was a I7^4'

return of hoftilities ; for notwithftanding ' '

'

the pofting a few fouthern Indians in the

garrifons at Ber-wick, the enemy appeared

at Oyfter river, and fhot Nathaniel Me- ^^-'^'J^s.

dar near his own field, and the next day

killed Edward Taylor near Lamprey river,

and captivated his wife and fon. Thefe

inflances of mifchief gavtf colour to a falfe

alarm at Cochecho, where it was faid they

lay in wait for Col. Waldron a whole day,

but miffing him by reafon of his abfence

from home, took his fervant maid as

(he went to a fpring for water ; and hav-

ing examined her as to the flate of the

garrifon, flunned her with an hatchet but

did not fcalp her. The girl invented this

ftory to palliate her too long abfence.

In May Col. Church, by Governor Dud-
ley's order, having planned an expedition

to the eaftern fhore, failed from Bofton

with a number of tranfports, furnilbed

with whale-boats for going up rivers. In

his way he ftopt at Pafcataqua, where he

was joined by a body of men under Major
Hilton, who was of eminent fervice to

him in this expedition*, which lafted the

whole
• This is called in the council books «• an expedition to ^orr-

" V-Uyal,"
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1 704, whole fummer, and in which they deftroy-*
*"'~^'

' ed the towns of Minas and Chiegnedo,
and did considerable damag:e to the French
and Indians at Penobfcot and PalTaquod-

dy, and even infulted Port-Royal. Whilft

fhey were at Mount Defart, Church learn-,

ed from nine of his prifoners that a body
ot * fix hundred Indians were preparing

for an attack on Cafco, and the head of
Pafcataqua river ; and fent an exprefs to

Portfmouth which obliged the people to

be vigilant. No fuch great force as this

appeared ; but fmall parties kept hovering

on the out {kirts. At Oyfter river they

wounded William Taiker ; and at Dover
they laid in Ambulh for the people on
their return from public worfhip, but hap-

pily miffed their aim. They afterward
Auguftu. mortally wounded Mark Gyles at that

place, and foon after killed feveral people

in afield at Oyfter river, whofe names are

not mentioned.

In the former wars New-Hampfhire
had received much affiftance from their

brethren

" Royal," and this ivi? the oftenfible oVy:A. Bat Church io his

memoirs fays that Dudley would not permit him to go there.

Chur>.h, p. 104. Hutch. II. 146.
* I fuppofe this io the party whom Penhallow mentions, p 23.

who quarrelled on their march about dividing the plunder which
they might t.ikc, and oj whom two hundred returned while the

Tc'.l purlueJ thfir march, and did damage at Lancafler and G.-otoft-



NEW-HAMPSHIRE.
brethern of Mairachufeits ; but thefe now
remonrtrated to the governor that his other

province did not bear their proportion of

the charge tor the common defence. The
reprefentatives ofNew-Hampfhire urged,

in reply, the different circumifanccs of the

two provinces; " molt of the towns in

Maffachufetts betng out of the reach of

the enemy, and no otherwife affedled by

the war than in the payment of their part

of the expence, whilft this province was

wholly a frontier by fea and land, and in

equal danger with the county of York_,

in which four companies were Rationed,

and the inhabitants were abated their pro-

portion of the public charges." They beg-

ged that twenty of the friendly Indians

might be fcnt- to fcout on their borders, Council

which requeft the governor complied with.

In the winter. Col. Hilton with two j.^q.

hundred and fcventy men, including the »—.—

-

twenty Indians, were fcnt to Norridgwog

on fnow-fhocs. They had a favourable

feafon for their march, the l^.-iow being

four feet deep. When they arrived tlicrc,

finding no enemy to contend with, they

burnt the deferred wigwams, and the cha-

pel. The officers who went on this ex*

pedition complained th-.;t they had only

the pay of private foldicr"^.

The
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1705. The late repairs of fort William and
*—^—

' Mary at Nevv-Caftle were always com-

plained of, as burdenfome to the people ;

and a reprefentation thereof had been

made to the queen, who inftru<3:ed Dud-

ley, to prcfs the affembly of Maflachulctts,

to contribute to theexpcnce; as the river

bolonged equally to both provinces . They

urged in excufe, that the fort was built at

firfl, at the fole charge ofNew-Hampfhire,
to whom it properly belonged ; that the

"whole expence of the repairs did not a-

mount, to what feveraloftheirtownsfingly

paid, toward the fupport of the war for

one year ; that all the trade and navigation

of the river, on both fides, paid a du-

ty toward maintaining that fortrefs ; and

that they had been at great expence in pro-

te<!^ing the frontiers of New-Hampihire,

and the parties who were employed in

getting timber and malts for her majefty's

iervice ; whilft New-Hampfhire had never

contributed any thing to the fupport of the

garrifons, forces and guards by fea, which

were of equal benefit to them as to Maffa-

chufetts. One thing which made New-
Hampfhire more in tavour with the queen

was, that they had fettled a falary on her

governor, which the others never could

be pcrfuaded to do. The repairs of the

fort.



NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 337

fort, however, went on without their 1705.

affiftance, under the diredlion of Col. *—^—

'

Romer; and when they were completed,

a petition was fent home for a fupply of

cannon, ammunition and ftores.

The next fummer was chiefly fpent in

negotiating an exchange of prifoners ; and

Dudley had the addrsfs to protradl the ne-

gotiation, under pretence of confulting

with the other governments ahout a neu-

trality propofed by the governor of Cana-

da; by which means, the frontiers in ge-

neral were kept tolerably quiet, although

the enemy appeared once or twice in the

town of Kittery. The line of pickets*

which inclofed the town of Portfmouth

was repaired, and a nightly patrole cfla-

blifhed on the fea fhore, from Rendezvous

Point to the bounds of Hampton, to pr^

vent any furprize by fea; the coafts being

at this time infefted by the enemy's pri-

vateers.

During this truce, the inhabitants of

Kingfton who had left the place, were en-

couraged to ppi-ition for leave to return to

their land^ which the court granted on

condition that they fhould build a fort in

the center of the town, lay out a parfon-

Z age

• This line -eirtendttl fTom ihe tni1!-pond on the fouth, to the

creek on the north fide of the towTi. It croffed the main Greets

ifvuxois wcft'.'/ard of the fno' whr'f '.he ?tate Hnai'e now ftand



338 HISTORY OF
1705. age and fettle a minifter within three years,
'~^' I'his laft condition was rendered imprac-

ticahle by the renewal of hoftilities.

The governor of Canada had encourag-

ed the Indians who inhabited the borders

of New-England to remove to Canada,

where being incorporated with the tribe

of St. Francis, they have ever fince re-

mained. By this policy they became more

firmly attached to theiatereftof theFrench,

and were more eafily difpatched on their

bloody buflnefs to the frontiers of New-
England, with which they were wxll ac-

quainted. Dudley, who was generally

apprized of their movements, and kept a

vigilant eye upon them,apprehended a rup-

ture in the winter; and gave orders for a cir-

cular fcouting march, once a month, round

the heads ofthe towns from Kingfton to Sal-

iqQ() mon ialls j but the enemy did not appear

—^—' till April; wh^n a fmall party of them

attacked the houfc of John Drew at Oyftei

liver, where they killed eight and wound-

ed two. The garrifon was near, but not

a man in it : Tlic women, however, feeing

nothing but death before them, fired an

alarm, and then putting on hats, and

loofening their hair that they might ap-

pear like men, they fired l"o brilkly that

the enemy apprehending the people were

alarmed
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alarmed, fled without burning or even 1706.

plundering the houfe which they had at- ' "
'

tacked. John Wheeler, meeting this par-

ty and miftakingthem for friendly Indians,

unhappily fell into their hands and was

killed with his wife and two children.

Four of his fons took refuge in a cave by

the bank of the Little Bay, and though
purfued by the Indians efcaped unhurt.

In July Colonel Schuyler from Albany

gave notice to Dudley that two hundred

and feventy of the enemy were on their

march toward Pafcataqua, of which he im-
mediately informed the people, and or-

dered them to clofe garrifon, and one half

of the militia to be ready at a minute *s

warning. The firft appearance of this

body of the enemy was at Dunftable ;

whence they proceeded to Amefbury and

Kingfton, where they killed fome cat-

tle. Hilton with fixty four men march-

ed from Exeter ; but was obliged to re-

turn without meeting the enemy. The
reafon he gave to the council for return-

ing fo foon was the want of provifion,

there being none in readinefs at the gar-

rifons, notwithftanding a law lately enad-

ed, enjoining it on every town to have

flores ready and depofited in the hands of

their ««ptains. For the fame reafon he h;id

Z 2 beeu
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1706* been obliged to difcontinue a fmall fcoiit

*
" ' which he had for fome time kept up.

Hilton was fo brave and a<5live an officer

that the enemy had marked hjm for de-

ftrudiion ; and for this purpafe a party of
them kept lurking about his houfe, where
they obferved ten men to go out one morm-
ing with their fcythes, and lay afide their

arms to mow ; they then crept between
the men and their guns and luddenly

rufhingon them killed four, wounded one,

and took three ; two only of the whole
number efcaped. They miffed the major

for this time, and two of their prifoners

efcaped j but fuffered much in their re-

turn, having nothing to fublill on for three

weeks but lilly roots and the rinds of trees.

Aiiguiiio. After this they killed William Pearl and
took Nathaniel Tibbets at Dover. It

was obferved during this war that the ene-

my did more damage in fmall bodies than

in larger, and by fcattering along the

frontiers kept the people in continual ap-

prehcnfion and alarm ; and fo very few of

them fell into our hands, that in comput-

ing the expence of the war it was judged

i'erhaiiow that cvcry Indian killed or taken coft the

country a thoufand pounds
p. 4c

1707.
In the following winter Hilton made

another cxcurfion to the eaftward, and a

iballop
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llialJop ^'as lent to Cafco with flores and 1707.
provifions for his party conhfting of two '—^

—

hundred and twenty men. The winter

beingmild, and the weather un fettled, pre-

vented their marching fo far as they in-

tended : Cold dry weather and deep fnow
being inoft favourable to winter expedi-

tions. However they came on an Indian

track near Black Point, and purfuing it,

killed four, and took a iqiiaw who con-

dud:ed them to a party of eighteen, whom Jan. 21.

they fiirprized as they lay alleep on a neck

of land at break of day, and of whom they

killed fcvcnteen and took the other. This

was matter of triumph conlidering the dif-

ficulty of finding their haunts. It was
remarked that on the very morning that

this affair happened it was reported with

but little variation from the truth, at Portf-

mouth though at thediftance of fixty miles.

When Church went to Nova-Scotia he

very earnefl:ly folicited leave to make an

attempt on Port Royal ; but Dudley would
not confent, and the reafon he gave was,

that he had written to the miniftry i:i

England and expected orders and naval

help to reduce the place. His enemies

however afhgned another reafon for his

refufal ; which was that aclnndcft'Tne trade

was carried on by his connivance, and to his

emolument,
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1 707. emolument, with the French there. This

'

—

'
—

' report gained credit and occafioned a loud

call for jufticd. Thofe who were diredly

Hu^ch. concerned in the illegal traffick were pro-*

lecuted and fined ; and the governor fuf-

fered much in his reputation. To wipe

oftthefe afperfions he now determined to

make an attack in earneft, on Port-Royal,

even though no affiftance fhould come
from England. It was intended that an

armament fhould he fent to America,

and the commander was appointed ; but

the ftate of affairs in Europe prevented

their cominp;.

Early in the fpring the governor appli-

ed to the ailemblies of both his provinces,

and to the colonies of Rhode-Ifland and

Connedlicut, requefting them to raife one

thouiand men for the expedition. Con-
necticut declined but the other three raif-

ed the whole number, who were difpofed

into two regiments, of which Colonel

Wainwright commanded the one, and
Colonel Hilton the other. They embark-

Mjy 13. ed at" Nantafket in twenty-three tranfports

iurniihed with vvhaleboats,underconvoy of

the Deptford man of war, Capt. Stuckley,

and the province galley, Capt. Southack.

The chief command was given to Colonel

March, who had behaved well in feveral

fcouts
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fcouts and rencounters with the Indians, 1707.

but had never been tried in fuch fervice as ^T^""/

this. They arrived before Port Poyal in

a few days, and after burning fome houfes,

kilhng fome cattle round the fort, and

making fome ineffedtual attempts to bom-
bard it, a jealoufy and difagreement among pcnhaiiow

the officers, and a mifapprehenfion of the
^"^''

ftatc of the fort and garrifon, caufed the june 6&-7.

army to break up and reimbark in a dif-

orderly manner. Some ot the officers

went to Bofton for orders, fome of the

tranfports put in at Cafco ; a (loop with

Captain Chefley's company of fixty men June 13.

arrived at Portfmouth : Chefley fuffered

his men to difperfe, but ordered them to

return: at the beat of the drum : Being call-

ed to account for this conduct he pleaded

that " general orders were given at Port
*• Royal for every man to make the beft

*' of his way home.*' The governor,

highly chagrined and very angry, fent

orders from Boflon that ifany more velTels

fhould arrive, the men fliould not be permit-

ted to come on fliore " on pain of death."

After a while he ordered Chefley's com-

pany to becolledled and reimbarked, offer-

ing a pardon to thofe who might voluntari-

ly return, the reft to be feverely punilhed.

By thelatterendofjuly they wenton board,

and

council

Rec,
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1707. and with the reft of the army, returned td
'—^—

' the place of adion. At the landing, an

ambufcade of Indians from among the

fedge on the top of a fea-wall, greatly an-

noyed the troops. Major Walton asnd

Captain Chefley, being then on fhore with

the New-Hampfhire companies, pufhed

their men up the beach, flanked the ene-

my, and after an obftinate ftruggle put

them to flight. The command was now
given to Wainwright, and the army put

under the direction of three fupervifors ;

but no means could infpire thai union*

firmnefs and fkill which were neceflary.

By the laft of Augufl: the whole affair was

at an end,, and the army returned fickly,

fatigued, difheartened, and aftiamed; but

with no greater lofs than fixteen killed

and as many wounded.

Whilft this unfortunate expedition was

in hand, the frontiers were kept in con-

May 22. tinual alarm. Two men were taken from

July 8. Oyfter river, and two more killed as they

were driving a team between that place and

Dover. Captain Sumerfby purfued with his

troop and recovered the contents of the

cart. Stephen and Jacob Oilman, brothers,

penhaiio^v werc ambuflicd between Exeter and King-
^ ^^- fton ; their horfes were killed, but both

of
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of them efcaped to tb: garrifon. King- 1707.

fton, being a new plantation, was much ''

'

expo fed, and was this fummer weakened

by the dctertion of eight men. The re-

maining inhabitants complained to the

gbvernment, who ordered the captains of

Exeter and Hampton to take them up as

deferters, and obhfre them to return to the

defence ot their fettlements, or do duty at

the fort during the governor's pleafurc.

Thev were afterward bound over to the

fefTions for contempt of orders. The ftate J^^"^-

of the country at this time was truly dif-

treffed ; a large quota of their beft men
were abroad, the reft harraffed by the ene-

my at heme, obliged to continual duty in

garrifons and in fcouts, and fubjedt to fe-

vere difcipline for negledts. They earned

their bread at the continual hazard of their

lives, never daring to ftir abroad unarmed ;

they could till no lands but what were

within call of the garrifoned houfes, into

which their families were crowded ; their

hufbandi;y, lumber-trade and fifhery were

declining, their taxes increaiing, their

apprehenfions both from the force of the

enemy and the failure of the Port Royal ex-

pedition were exceedingly difmal, and there

wasnoprofpc<^ofanendtothewar,inwhich

they were now advanced to the fifth fum-

mer.
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17Q7. mer. Yet under all thefe diftreffes and
'

—

"—
' difcouragements, they refolutely kept their

ground and n^aintained their garrifons, not

one of which was cut off during the whole

of this war, within the limits of New-
Hampfliire.

In September one man was killed at

Exeter, and two days after Henry Elkins

at Kingfton. But the fevereft blow on the

frontiers happened at Oyfter river, a place

which fufFercd more than all the reft.

A party of French Mohawks painted red,

attacked with an hideous yell a company

who were in the woods, fome hewing tim-

ber and others driving a team, under the

direction of Captain Chefley who was juft

returned the fecond time from Port Royal.

At the firft fire they killed feven and mor-
tally wounded another. Chefley, with

the few who were left, fired on the enemy
with great vigour, and for fbmetime check-

ed their ardour; but being overpowered, he

at length fell. He was much lamented,

being a brave ofHcer. Three of the fcalps

taken at this time were foon after recov-

ered at Berwick.

The next year a large army from Can-

ada was dcftined againft the frontiers of

New-England. Dudley received infor-

mation of it in the ufual route from Al-

bany,
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bany, and immediately ordered guards in 170S.

the moft expofed places ot" both thefe pro- '

'^'^

vinces. A troop under Captain Robert

Coffin patroled from Kingilon to Coche-

cho, and fcouts were kept out continually.

Spy-boats were alfo kept out at fea be-

tween Pafcataqua and Winter harbours.

Four hundred MalTachufetts foldiers were

ported in this province. The towns were

ordered to provide ammunition, and all

things were in as good a ftate of prepara-

tion as could be expecfled. At length the

llorm fell on Haverhill ; but the enemy's Augu{i29

force having been diminiflied by various

accidents, they proceeded no farther, and

every part of Nevv-Hamplhire was quiet.

Hilton made another winter m.arch to Pig- PeniiaUo*

wacket with one hundred and feventy men, '^^'
'''^

but made no difcovery.

The next fpring William Moody, Sam- 1709.

uel Stephens, and two fons of Jeremy ^^
Oilman were taken at Pickpocket-mill in

Exeter, and foon after Bartholomew Ste- ]""<:3"-

venfon vv'as killed at Oyrter river. Colo-

nel Hilton and Captnin Davis performed

their ulual tour of duty in fcouting, and

the people this fummer kept clofe in

garrifon,on a report that two hundred In-

dians had marched againll: them from

Montreal. But the principal objed now
in
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1709. in view was a defire of wiping off the di{-

' '^^ grace of a former year, by an attempt, not

en Port Royal, but on Canada itfelf. For

this puipoie fohcitations had been made
in England by Francis Nicholfon, Efq.

%vho had been heutenant-governor of Vir-

ginia, and Capt. Samuel Vetch a trader

to Nova-Scotia, who was well acquainted

with the French fettlements there, and

made a full reprefentation of the ftate of

things in America to the Britifn miniftry.

An expedition being determined upon , they

came over, early in the fpring, with the

cjueen's command to the governors of the

icveral provinces, to raife men for the fer-

vice. Vetch was appointed a colonel, and

Nicholfon by nomination of the governor

of New-York, and confent of the othef

governments, was made commander in

chief. The people of New-Hampfhire
were fo much exhauiled, and their men
had been fo ill paid before, that it was

with great difficulty, and not without the

difToiution of one afTembly and the calling

of another, that they could raife money
to levy one hundred micn and procure two

tranfports for conveying them. After the

ijtmofi: exertions had been made by the fe-

veral governments, and Nicholfon with

prvrtcfthe troops had marched to Wood
creek
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creek, and the reft with the tranfports 1709.
had lain at Nantafket three months wait- *

— —

'

ing for a fleet, news arrived that the ar-

mament promifed from England was di-

verted to another quarter. Upon which
the commander of the frigates on the Bof-

ton flation refufed to convoy the troops,

the whole army was difbanded, and 'the

expence the colonies had been at was fruit-

lefs. A congrefs of governors and dele-

gates from the afTemblies met in the fall

at Rhode-Ifland, who recommended the

fending of agents to alTifl: Colonel Ni-
cholfon in reprefenting the flate of the

country, and folicitingan expedition againft

Canada the next fpring. The miniflry at

firft feemed to liflen to this propofal, but

afterward changed their minds, and re- 1710.
folved only on the redu(5lion of Port Royal . '—^—

'

For this purpofe Nicholfon came over in

July with five frigates and a bomb ketch ;

the colonies then had to raife fheir quotas ;

the New-Hampfhire affembly ordered one Ai^gufi i.

hundred men, who were got ready as foon

as pofTible, and put under the command
of Colonel Shadrach Walton. The whole
armament filled from Boflon the eigh-

teenth of September, and on the tvycnty-

fourth arrived at the place. The force

now being equal to its redudion. Suber-
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1 710. cafe, the governor, waited only the com-
'^—'—

' pliment of a few fhot and ihells as a decent

pretence for a furr«nder ; which vas com-
pleted on the fifth of Od:ober, and Vetch

was appointed governor of the place which

Hutchiii- in honor of the queen was called Anna-
fonand i •

Penhallow OOHS.

Whilft this expedition was in hand, and

before the appointment of the command-
ers, New-Hamplhire fuftained an heavy

lofsin the death of Col. Winthrop Hilton.

This worthy officer being concerned in the
jutj22.

rnafting bufinefs, and having feveral largfe

trees felled, about fourteen miles from

home, went out with a party to peel the

bark that the wood might not be injured

by worms. Whilft engaged in this buiinefs

thev were ambulhed by a party of Indians,

who at the firft fire killed Hilton with two

more, and took two ; the reft being terri-

fied, and their gims being wet, made no

oppofition, but efcaped. The next day

one hundred men marched in purfuit, but

d ifcovered only the mangled bodies of the

dead. The enemy in their barbarous tri-

umph had ftruck their hatchets into the

colonel's brains, and left a lance in his

.heart.* He was a gentleman" of good
" temper, courage and conducft, refpeded

penhaiiow " and lamented bv all that knew him,"
^ ^ ana
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j5

1

and was buried with the honours due to 171O0

his rank and charader. *
' '

Flulhed with this fuccefs,t]iey infolent-

ly appeared in the open road at Exeter, and

took four children who xvere at their play.

They alfo took John Wedgwood, and killed

JohnMagoonnearhis brother's barn, a place

which for three days he had vifited, with a

melancholy apprehenfion, arifing from a

dream, that hefhould there be murdered.

The fame day that Hilton was killed,

a company of Indians who had pretended

friendihip, who the year before had been

peaceably converfant with- the inhabitants

ofKingfton, and leemed to be thirling

after the blood of the enemy, cam.e into

the town, andambufliing the road, killed

Samuel Winllow, and Samuel Huntoon ;

they alfo took Philip Huntoon and Jacob ms i.eucr

Gjlman, and carrieci tnem to Canada; curk w

where, attcr lome tmie, they piircnalcd

their own redemption by bml Hv-ga faw-

mill for the governor after thi*' Engliih

mode.

The lafl: that fell this fummer was Ja-

cob Garland, who \ras killed at Cochecho

on his return from the public worfliip.

As the winter approached, Colonel Walton

with one hundred and fcvcnty men traverl-

ed the eaftern ihores wliich the Indians

ufu ally



352 HISTORY OF
jyro. urually viHted at this (cafan for tiie pur^
^'^^ ' pofe of gathering clams. On an Illand

where the party was encamped, feveral

Indians decoyed by their fmoke, and mif-

takingthem for feme of their own tribe,

came among them and were made prifo-

ners. O^e ofthem was a fachem of Nor^

ridgwog, a(^ive, bold and fuflen ; whea
he found himfelf in the hands of ene-

mies he would atifwer nmie of their queft-

ions, and laughed with fcorn at their

threatening him with death. His wife, be-

itig an eye witnefs of the execution of the

threatening, was fo intimidated as to make
the difcoveries vVhich the captors had

in vain defired of the fachem ; in confe-

quence of which, three were taken at the

place ofwhich fhe informed, and two more

at Saco river, where alfo five were killed.

This fuccefs, inconftderable as it may ap-

pear, kept up ttie fpir-its of the people, and

added lo the lofs of the enemy who were

daily dintlnifhing by ficknefs and famine.

In the fpring they renewed their ra-

^ ' vagcs on the frontiers in fmall parties.

Thomas Downs, John Church, and three

more were killed at Cochecho ; and on a

fabbath day feveral of the people there fell

into anambufh as they were returning from
public worfhip. John Horn was wound-

ed.
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ed, and Humphry Fofs was taken ; but, .171 1.

by the determined bravery of Lieutenant * ^ *

Heard, he was recovered out ot the hands

of the enemy. Walton with two compa-

nies marched to the ponds about the filh-

jng feafon ; but the Indians had withdrawn , Peniuiiow

and nothing was to be feen but their de-

ferted wigwams.
After the reduction of Port Royal Nic-

holfon went to England to folicit an ex-

pedition againft Canada. The tory minif-

try of Queen Anne, to the furprize of all

the whigs in England and America, fell

in with the propofid ; and on the eighth

of June Nicholfon came to Boflon with

orders for the northern colonies to get

ready their quotas of men and provifion

at the arrival ot the fleet and army from
Europe ; Vv hich happened within fixteen

days j and whilft the fcveral governors

were holding a confultation on the fubjett

of their orders. A compliance with tuein

in fo fhort a time was impollible ; yet eve-

ry thing that could be done was done ,

the nature of the fcrvice confpiring with

the wifhes of the people, made the gov-

ernments exert themfelves to the utmoft.

New-Hampfhire raifed one hundred men,
which was more than th°y could well

fpars : one half of the miliria being con-

A ?- tmuall/
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I -I I. tinually employed in guarding the frofi-

'^—>—
' tiers. They alfo voted them fubfiftence

for one hundred and twenty-Hx days, be-

fides providing for them on fhore before

their embarkation. Two tranfports were

taken up at eight fhiHings per month per

ton j and artillery flores were ilTued from

the fort. The colony forces formed two

regiments under the command of Vetch

and Walton. The army which came from
England were feven veteran regiments of

the Duke of Marlborough's army, and a

battalion of marines, under the command
of Brigadier-General Hill, which, joined

with the New-England troops made a bo-

dy of about fix thoufmd five hundred men,
|)rovided w^ith a fine train of artillery.

The fleet confifted of hfteen lliips of war

froni eighty to thirty-fix guns, with forty

Pcnhi'uow tranfports and fix florelhips under thecom-

iii. vol. mand of Admiral Walker. A force fully

i. p. 190. equal to the reducflion of Quebec.

The £eet failed from Boflon on the

thirtieth of July ; and a fait was ordered

by Dudley to be kept on the laft Thurf-

day of that, and each fucceeding month,

till the enterprise Ihouldbefininied. This

was an imitation of the conduttof the long

parliament during the civil wars in the

laft century. But the fanguine hopes of

fuccefs

Coun. Rec
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luccefs which had been entertained by the 1 7 1 1

.

nation and' the colonies were all blafted in '

'^

one fatal night. For, the fleet having ad-

vanced ten leagues into the riv^er St. Law-
rence, in the night of the twenty third of

Auguft, the weather being thick and dark,

eight tranfports were wrecked on Egg-

Iflandnear the north fhore, and one thou-

fand people perilhed ; among whom there

was but one man who belonged to New-
England . The next day the fleet put back,

and were eight days beating down the riv-

er againfl: an eafterly wind which would

in two days have carried them to Quebec.

After rendezvoufing at Spanilh river in

the iiland of Cape Breton, and holding a

fruitlefs confultation about annoying the

French at Placentia, the expedition was

broken up : the fleet return(!d to England,

and the New-England troops to their

homes. Loud complaints and heavy charges

were made on this occafion j the ignorance

of the pilots j the obftinacy of the admi-

ral j the detention of the fleet at Bofton;

its late arrival there ; the want of feafcn-

able orders ; and the fecret intentions of D^mmej',

the miniftry, were all fubjeds of bitter al- le'atr'loT

tercation : but the mifcarriage was never
"''^^'^•

regularly inquired into, and the voyage

was finally fettled by the blowing up of o^ub.^

the
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171 1, the admiral's fhip, with mod of his papciSj

* •" ' and four hundred feamen, at Spithead.

1 71 2. The failure of this expeditiori cncou-
'

* ' raged the Indians to harrafs the frontiers

as foon as the feafon would pernnit. In

April one Cunningham was killed at Elx-

eter; Enfign Tuttle at Dover, and Jere-

my Crommet atOy iter river ; on one ofthe

upper branches of this ilream the enemy
burned a faw-mill with a large quantity

of boards. A fcouting party who went

up the river Merrimack had the good for-

tune to furprize and kill eight Indians and

recover a coniiderable quantity oi plunder,

without the lofs of a man. The frontiers

Vv-ere well guarded ; one half of the mili-

tia did duty at the garrifons and were

ready to march at a minute's warning; a

fcout of forty men kept ranging on the

heads of the towns, and the like care was

taken by fea, fpy-boats being employed

in coafting from Cape Neddock to the

Great Boar's-head. Notwithftandingthis

vigilance, fmall parties of the enemy were

frequently feen. Stephen Oilman and

Ebenezer Stevens w^ere wounded at King-

flun, the former was taken and put to

jone 3. death. In July an ambulli was difcover-

ed at Dover, but the enemy efcaped ; and

whilfla party was gone in purfuit of them,

two
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two children of John Waldron were tak-

en, 'and tor want of time to (calp them,

their heatis were cut off. There being no

man at that nn\t in Heard's garrifon, a

woman named Efther Jones mounted

guard and with a commanding voice call-

ed fo loudly and reiolutely as made the

enemy think there vvas help at hand, and

prevented farther mi fchief.

In autumn the news of the peace of

Utrecht arrived in America ; and on th«

a 9th of October the fufpenfion of arms

was proclaimed at Porrfmouth. The
Indians being informed of this event

came in with a flag of truce to Captain

Moody at Cafco, and deiired a treaty ;

which the governor, with the council of 171 ?«

each province, held at Porfmouth, where '—-—

'

the chiefs and deputies of the feteral belli-
*''

gerent tribes, by a formal writing under

hand and feal,acknowledged their perfidy,

promi{edfidelity,renewed their allegiance,

fubmitted to the laws, and beg-ged the ^^nhaiiow

queen s pardon tor their former milcar-

riages. The frequent repetition of flich

engagements and as frequent violations of

them, had by this time much abated the

fenfe of obligation on the one part, and of

confidence on the ether. But it being for

the interell of both parties to be at peace,

the event was peculiarly welcome. To
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1713. To preferve the dependance of the In^
*"~^ ' dians, and to prevent all occafions ofcom-

plaint, private traffic with them was for-

bidden and it was in contemplation to ef-

tablifh truck-houfes at the public expcnce;

J7i4« the next fummer a (hip Vv'as fitted out by
*^->—

' both provinces, and fent to Quebec, where

an exchange of prifoners was effec'^ed.

During the whole of this long war,Ufher

behaved as a faithful fervant of the crown;

frequently coming into the province by

Dudley's diredlion, and fometimes refid^

ing in it feveral months, inquiring into

the ftate of the frontiers and garrifons, vif-

iting them in perfon, confulting with the

officers of militia about the proper meth-

ods of defence and protection, and of-

fering his fervice on all occafions : Yet

bis auftere and ungracious manners, and

the intereft he had in Allen's claim, effec-

tually prevented him from acquiring that

popularity which he feems to have deferv-

cd. He was folicitous to fupport the dig-

nity of liis commiffion ; but could never

prevail with the ailembly to fettle a falary

upon him. The council generally paid

bis travelling expences by a draught on

the treafury, which never amounted to

more than five pounds for each journey,

until he came from Bofton to proclaim

the
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the accefTion of King George j when in a 171 4v

fit of loyahy and good humour they gave ' ^^ *

him ten pounds, which ferved as a pre-

cedent for two or three other grants. He
often complained, and fometimes inharlh

and reproachful terms of their negled: ;

and once told them that his *' Negro fer- Conr^.'^ti,

*• vants were much better accommodated
** in his houfe than the queen^s govcrnot
*' was in the queens fort.'*

Dudley had the good fortune to be more
popular. Befide his attention 10 the gene-^

ral intereft of the province and his care

for its defence, he had the particular mer-

it of favouring the views of thofe who
were moll: ftrongly oppofed to Allen's

claim ; and they made him amends by

promoting in the ailembly a^idreires to

the queen, defending his character, when
it was attacked and praying for his contin-^

uance in office when petitions were pre-

fented lor his removal. One of thefe ad-

drelTes was in one thoufand feven hundred

and fix, and another in one thoufand {even

hundred and feven, in both ofwhich thcvre-

prefent him as a "prudent, careful and faiths

ful governor," and fay they "areperfedly
** fatisfied with his difpofal of the people, and
"their arms and the public money.*' Addrci-
fes to the crown were very frequent during

this female reign. Scarcely a year paiTed

wkhow'i
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X714. without one or two; they either congratu-
'^~"'—

' lated hermajefty on her vi dories in Europe,

or petitioned for arms and mihtary {lores

for their defence, or for fhips and troops to

go againft Canada, or reprefented their

ownpovertyorDudley's merits, or thanked

her majefty for her care and proted:ion,

and for interpofing in the affair of Allen's

fuit and not fuffering it to be decided

iRec"^* againft them. A good harmony fubfifted

between the governor and people, and be-

tween the two branches of the legillature,

during the whole of this adminiftration.

On the accelTion of King George a

. ^ -' change was expecfled in the government,

and the affembly did what they could to

prevent it, by petitioning the king forDud-
ley's continuance. But it being now a

time of peace, and a number of valuable

officers who had ferved with reputation in

the late wars being out ofemploy ment;inte-

reft was made for their obtaining places of

profit under the crown. Colonel Elifeus

purges who had ferved underGeneral Stan-

hope was, by his recommendation, com-

sniiTioned governor of MafTachufetts and

New-Hamplhire ; and by the fame inter-

eft George Vaughan, Efq. then in London,

was made lieutenant governor of the latter

province ; he arrived and publifhed his

commiiTion on the thirteenth of Odober.
Uflier
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Ufher had fome fcruples about the valid- 17 15.

ity of it, as he had formerly had of P.ir- *—^^^

tridge's, and wrote on the fubje6l to the

airembly, who aflured him that on infpec-

tion they had found Vaughan's commif-

fion " ftrong and authentic j" and that

his own was " null and void." Upon his

difmiflion from office he retired to his e-

legant feat at Medford, where he fpent

the reft of his days, and died on the fifth

of September 1726, in the feventy-eighth

year of his age.

Burges wrote a letter to the aflembly

in July, in which he informed them of

his appointment, and of his intention to

fail for America in the following month.

But Sir William Afhurft, with Jeremy
Dummer, the MafTachufetts agent, and

Jonathan Belcher, then in London, ap-

prehending that he would not be an ac-

ceptable perfon to the people of New-
England, prevailed with him, for the con-

lideration of one thoufand pounds fterl-

ing, which Dummer and Belcher gener-

oufly advanced, to refign his commiffion j

and Colonel Samuel Shute was appoint-

ed in his ftead to the command of both ^°'' ^''

215"

provinces. He arrived m New-Hamp-
fliire, and his commiffion was publilhed

B b the

Hutch.
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1 7 1
5 . the feventeenth of 06lober 1 7 1 6. Dud-

*-"^'~^ ley being thus fuperfeded, retired to his

famiiy-feat at Roxbury, where he died

in 1720, in the feventy-third year ot his

age.

APPENDIX.
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No. I.

Copy of a deedfrofnfour Indian fagamores to fohn Whele-

wright and others . 1629.

WHEREAS We the fagamores of Penacook, Pen-

tucket, Squomfquot and Nuchawanack are in-

clined to have the Englifli inhabit amongft us as they are

amongft our countrymen in the Maffachufetts Bay ; by
which means we hope in time to be ftrengthened againft

our enemy the Tareteens who yearly doth us damage.

Likewife being perfuaded that it will be for the good of

us and our polierity, &c. To that end have at a general

meeting at Squomfquot on Pifcattaqua river, We the a-

forefaid fagamores with a univerfal confent of our fub-

je£ls, do covenant and agree with the Englifli as follow-

eth:

NOW know all men by thefe prefents that we Pafla-

conawaye fagamore of Penecook, Runnaawittfagamore

of Pentuckit, Wahangnonawittt fagamore of Squom-
fquot, and Rowls fagamore of Nuchawanack, for a com-
petent valuation in goods already received in coats, fliirts

and kettles, and alfo for the confiderations aforefaid do
according to the limits and bounds hereafter granted, give,

grant, bargain, fell, releafe, ratify and confirm unto John
Wheelwright of the Maflachufetts Bay late of England,

a miniller of the gofpel, Auguftine Story, Thomas Wite
William Wentworth* and Thomas Levet, all of the

Maflachufetts Bay in New-England, to them, their heirs

and
* William Wentworth was one of the firft fettlers at Exeter, and after

the breaking up of their combination for government he removed to Do-
ver and becantie a ruling elder in the church there. In i68g he was re-

markably inftrumentalo/ faving Heard's garrifon, as is related in the pro-

per place. After this he officiateJ for fev:ral years as a pteaciier at F.x-e-

ter and other places, and died in a very advanced age at Dover in 1607,

leaving a numero js poflerity. From him the feveral Gover NCK s of that

name are defcendeJ. He v/as a very uf;fal anJgiodman.
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and afTigns for ever, all that part of the main land bound-
ed by the river of Pifcattaqua and the river of MeremaK,
that is to fay, to begin at Nuchawanack falls in Pifcatta-

qua river aforefaid, and fo down faid river to the fea, and
fo alongft the fea fhore to Merramaclc river, and fo up a-»

long faid river to the falls at Pantuckit aforefaid, and from
faid Pantucket falls upon a north-weft line twenty Eng-
lifh miles into the woods and from thence to run upon
a ftreight line north-eaft and fouth-weft till meet with the

main rivers that runs down to Pantuckett falls and Nuch-
awanack falls, and the faid rivers to be the bounds of the

faid l3nds from the thwart line or head line to the afore-

faid falls and the main chanell of each river from Pen-
tuckitt and Nuchwanack falls to the maine fea to be the

iide bounds a«d the main fea between Pifcattaqua river

and Meramack river to be the lower bounds, and the

thwart or head line that runs from river to river to be the

upper bounds ; together with all iflands within faid

bounds, as alfo the llles of Shoals fo called by the Eng-
lifh together with all profits, advantages and appurtenan-

ces whatfoever to the faid trafl of land belonging or in a-

ny wife appertaining, referving to our felves liberty of

making ufe of our old planting land, as alfo free liberty

of hunting, fifliing and fowling ; and it is likewife with

thcfe provifoes following, viz. Firft, the faid John
Wheelwright fhall within ten years after the date hereof

fetdown with a company of Englilh and begin a planta-

tion at Squomfquott falls in Pifcataque river aforefaid.

Secondly, That what other inhabitants (hall come and
live on faid tra6t of land amongft them from time to time

and at all times fhall have and enjoy the fame benefits as

the faid Wheelwright aforefaid. Thirdly, That if at a-

ny time there be a number of people amongft them that

have a mind to begin a new plantation, that they be en-

couraged fo to do, and that no plantation exceed in lands

above ten Englifh , miles fquare or fuch a proportion as

amounts to ten miles fquare. Fourthly, That the afore-

faid granted lands are to be divided into townfhips as peo-

ple increafe and appear to inhabit them, and that no lands

fhall be granted to any particular perfons but what (liall

be for a townfhip, and what lands within a townfhip is

granted to any particular perfons to be by vote of the

major part of the inhabitants legally and orderly fettled in

faid
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hid townfhip. Fifthly, For managing and regulating

and to avoid contentions amongft them, they are to be

under the government of the colony of the iMaffachufetts

their neighbours and to obferve their laws and orders

until they have a fettled government amongft themfelves.

Sixthly, We theaforefaid fagamores and our fubjecfis arc

to have free liberty within the aforefaid granted tract of

land of filTiingj fowling, hunting and planting, &c. Sev-

cnthly and laftly, Every townfhip within the aforefaid li-

mits or trad of land that hereafter fliali be fettled (hall

pay to Paflaconaway our chief fagamorc that now is and

to his fucceflbrs forever, if lawfully demanded, one coat

of trucking cloth a year, and every year, for an acknow-

kdgement, and alfo (hall pay to IVlr. John Wheelwright

aforefaid his heirs and fucceflbrs forever, if lawfully de-

manded, two bufhels of Indian corn a year for and in

confideration of faid Wheelwrights great pains and care,

as alfo for the charges he hath been at to obtain this our

grant for himfelf and thofe aforementioned and the in-

habitants that (hall hereafter fettle in townfhipson the a-

forefaid granted premifles. And we the aforefaid faga-

mores, Paflaconaway fagamore of Penecook, Runaawitt

fagamoreof Pentuckitt, Wahangnunawitt fagamore of

Squomfquot, and Rowles fagamore of Nuchawanack do

by thefe prefents ratify and confirm all the afore granted

and bargained premifles and tradt of land aforefaid, ex-

cepting and referving as afore excepted and referved and

the provifoes aforefaid fulfiU'd, with all the meadov/ and

marfh grouncf therein, together with all the mines,

minerals of what kind or nature foever, with all the

woods, timber and timber trees, ponds, rivers, lakes, runs

of water or water courfes thereunto belonging, with all

the freedom of fifhing, fowling and hunting as ourfelves,

with all other benefits, profits, priviledgcs and appurte-

nances whatfo€ver thereunto of all and every pari of the

faid tra(ft of land belonging or in anv ways appertaining

unto him the faid John Wheelwright, Auguftine Storer,

Thomas Wight, William Wentworth and Thomas Le-
ver, and their heirs forever as aforefaid, TO HAVE
AND TO HOLD the fame as their own proper right

and intereft without the leafl difturbance, moleflaiion, or

trouble of us, our heirs, execrs and adminrs to and with

th« faid John Wheelwright, Auguftine Storer, Thomas
Wight
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Wight, William Wentworth and Thomas Levet their

heirs, execrs. adminrs. and affigns, and other the Englifh

thnt (hall inhabit there and their heirs and afligns forever

fiiall warrant, maintain and defend. IN WITNESS
whereof wc have hereunto fet our hands and feals the

feventeenth day of A'Tay 1629, and in the fifth year of

King Charles his reign over England, &c.
PASSACONAWAY ^ mark, (Seal.)

RUNAAWITT, + mark, (Seal.)

WAHANGNONAWITTj-^mark, (Seal.)

ROWLS,X mark, (Seal.)

Signed, Sealed, and Delivered")

in prefence of us j Memorandum. On the

Wadergascom, t mark. '\ 17th day of May, one
MisTONABiTE, t^^ mark, f thoufand fix hundred
John Oldham. | twenty and nine, in fifth

Sam. Sharpe. J year of the reign of our
iovereigu Lord Charles, king of England, Scotland,

Prance and Ireland, defender of the faith, &c. Wa-
hangnonaway fagamore of Squamfquott in Pifcattaqua

river, did in behalf of himfelf and the other fagamoresa-
fore mentioned then prefent, deliver quiet and peaceable

pofTeffion of all the lands mentioned in the within writ-

ten deed unto the within named John Wheelwright for

the ends within mentioned, in prefence of us Walter Neal
governor, George Vaughan fa(?tor, and Ambrofe Gib-
bons trader, for the company of Laconia, Richard Vines,

governor, and Richard Bonightonafliftant, of the planta-

tion at Saco ; Thomas Wiggin agent, an8 Edward Hil*

tonftevvard, of the plantation of Hilton's Point, and was
frgned, fealed, and delivered in our prefence. In witncfs

wliereof we have hereunto fet our hands the day and
year above written. Richd. Vines^ Wa. Neak.,

Rich. Bonightoriy George Faughariy

Tho. IVigg'm, Ambroje Gibbons^

Edward Hilton,

Recorded according to the original found on the ancient

files for the county of York, this 28th day of Jan. 1713.
per JOS. HAMMOND, Reg.

A true copy from York county records of deeds, &c. lib.

3. fol. 16. he. An. DAN. MOULTON, Reg.
Corre^led by a copy on file in the fuperior court of New-

Hainpfhire,
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Hampfhlre, in the cafe of Allen vs Waldron ; wliich co-

py is attefted by the above named Jos. Hammond,

No. II.

An or'igmal letter from Thomas Eyre one of the adventurers or

company of Laconia to Mr. Gibbons their faiior.

Mr. Gibbons, London the laft of May, 1631.

YOURS of the 8th April 1630, from Plimouth 1 re-

ceived and thereby tooke notice of your entertain-

ing Roger Knight ; and here I prefent his wife lof. pr.

quarter at your defire and 3/. per quarter to yours. I hope
by this they are both with you according to your defire.

I whh all your wives with you, and that fo many of yoii

as defire wives had fuch as they defire ; for the adventur-

ers defire not to be troubled with quarterly payments.

Your next to me is dated the 21ft of July lall at Pafca-

taquacke, I take notice of your complaints for want of the

trade goods, and fomuch as licth in me it fnall be other-

wife, efpecially if you fend us returnes, doubt you not but

that you fliall be fupplied from time to time unto your
owne contents.

Your 3d Ire to me is dated the 14th of Auguft, by
which I perceive divers of the commodities and provifions

which you carried with you in the barke Warwicke,
were not to your liking for which I am forry. You
know the trouble we had. I could not looke to Mr.
Olden's and all befides. I hope by the Pide-Cowe you
find it otherwife. I pray write me how you like the

hatchetts fent you by that (hip and how all goeth.

I like it well that your governor will have a ftocke of
bords at ail times readie. I hope you will find fome-
thing to relade both the Pide-Cowe and the Warwicke.
I will now put on the fending of you the moddell of a

faw mill that you may have one going.

Your wife and children, Roger Knight's wife and one
wife more we have alredy fent you, and more you /hall

have as you write for them.

Another ke I have from you of the 14th Auguft, in

which you write for another Mafon. We have had e-

nough to doe, to goe fo farre forwards as we have, as

Capt. Keyes can tell you, now we begine to take hearte

agayne, but the fight of returnes will be that which will

indeede put life into us.

Amons;
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Among my New England records I find your Ire uri-.

to Capt. Mafon of the 14th Auguft laft, wherein you
give a good account of your times fpent from the tirft of

June untill then, as alfo of the manner of your trade

which was to Capt. Mafon's hking. We hope you. willfind
out fame good mines^ ivhich will be welcome newes unto us.

By Mr, Glover we reed. Ires from Capt. Neale, writ-

ten as we think about the end of March laft, write me I

pray, what winter you had, and how you had your
healthes and why Capt. Neale went not in Septem. Isft

to difcover the lakes, as he wrote he would, and why you
did not Write by that conveyance.

By the barke Warwicke we fend you a fa£tor to take

charge of the trade goods ; alfo a foldier for difcovrie &c»
Thus I comend you, and your wife, who by this I

hope is with you to the protection of the almightie.

Your loving friend,

Kept untill the 7th. of June. THO. EYRE.

No. III.

An original letterfrom the company to OihbinSt

Mr. Ambrofc Gibbons, London 5th Decemb 1632.

YOUR fundrie letters we have received. Wee doe
take notice of your care and paines in our planta-

tion and doe wi(h that others had bine that way the fame
that you are and will wee hope foe continew. l^he ad-

venturers here have bine foe difcouraged by reafon of

John Gibbes ill dealing in his fifhing voiage, as alfoe by
the fmall returnes fent hither by Capt. Neal Mr. Herbert

or any of their fadors as that they h-ve noe defire to

proceed any farther, until Capt. Neale come hither to

confer with them, that by conferrence with him they may
fettle things in a better order. Wee have written unto

Capt. Neale to difmife the hourtiold, onlie fuch as will or

canne live of themfelves may flay upon our plantation in

fuch convenient places as Capt. Neale Mr. Godfrie and

you ftiall thinke fitt ; and after conference had with

Capt. Neale they fhall have a reafonaWe quantity of land

graunted unto them by deed.

Wee praie you to take care of our houfe at Newicli-

wannick and to looke well to our vines, alfo you may take

fome of our fwine and goates, which wee pray you to

firefeive. Wee have committed the chiefe care of cur

houfe
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houfe at Psfcattaway to Mr. Godfrie and written unto

Mr. Warnerton to take care of our houfc at Strawberry-

bancke. Our defire is that Mr. Godfrie, Mr. Warner-
ton and you (hall joyne loveinglie together in all things

for our goodj and to advife us what our beft courfe will

be to doe another yeare.

You defire to fettle yourfelf upon Sanders point. The
adventurers are willing to pleafure you not only in this,

in regard of the good report they have heard of you from
tyme to tyme^ but alfoe after they have conferred with

Captain Neale they determyne fome further good to-

wards you for your further incouridgment.

Wee defire to have our fifhermen incrcafed, whereof

wee have written unto Mr. Godfrie. Wee thank you
for afllfting John Raymond, wee pray you ftill to be

helpful to hi^ that to he may difpatch and come to us

with fuch retourne as he hath, and if he hath any of his

trade goods remayning unfold wee have willed him to

Jeave them with you, and we doe hereby pray you to re-

ceive them into your cuftody and to put them off with

what conveniency you canne, and to fend us the re-

tournes by the firft fhipp that comes. Thus we com-
mend you and your wife to the protection of the Al-
mightye.

Your loving friends,

jfohn Mafon, Tho. fVannerton,

Henry Gard'inery Tho. Erye, for my
Geo. Griffith^ children.

No. IV.

Copy of a letterfrom Gibbins to the company.

AFTER my umble duty remembred unto yourwor-
fhips, i pray for your good health and profperity.

Thele are certifying your worfliip for the goods I have

received from you. 1 have delivered unto Mr. John
Raymon yblb and 4 ounfes of bever, 10 otters, 6 muf-
quafhes and on martain more, that Captain Neale had
3581b and ii ounzes of bever and otter, 17 martins, on
black fox fkin, on other fox (kin, 3 racoon (kins, 14 muf-
qua(hes two of them with ftones. Mr. Raymon's prefent

departing and the intermixing of all the trade goods in

my care imtil Mr. Vaughan com I cannot give you any
fatisfadion for the account of trade. I did advife Mr.
Raymon to returne with all fpeed unto you. Your let-

C c ters
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ters I received the 7th of June. At larg 1 will write if

God will by the next. Thus taking my leave I comit

your worfhip to Almighty God.
Your worfhip's at command,

From Newichwanicke AMBROSE GIBBINS.
this 24th of June 1633.

No. V.
Copy of anotherfrom Gibbins to the company,

Newichwanicke, July 13,1633.

RIGHT honourable, right worfhippful and the reft,

my humble fervis rembred. Your letter dated the

5th of December and Mr. Ares letter the third of April

I received the feventh of June. The detaining of the

former letter hath put you to a great charge in the plan-

tation. For my care and paines 1 have not thought it

much although I have had very little encouradgement

from you and here. I do not doubt of your good will un-

to mee. For your fifhing, you complain of Mr. Gibbes :

A Londoner is not for fifliing, neither is there any amity

betwixt the Weft cuntrimen and them. Brifto or Barn-

ftable is very convenient for your fiftiing ftiipes. It is

not enough to fit out ftiipes to fidi but they muft be fure

(God wil) to be at their fiftiing place the beginniag of

February and not to come to the land when other men
have half their viage.

Mr. Wanerton hath the charge of the houfe at Pafcst-

aWa and hath wiih him William Cooper, RafeGee, Rog-

er Knight, and his wife, William Dermit and on boy.

For your houfe at Newichwanicke, I feeing the neceflity

wil doe the beft I can there and elfewhere for you until

I hear from againe. Advife I have fent but not know-

ing your intentes I cannot wcl enlarge but I refer you to

Mr. Herbert and Mr. Vaughan. For my fettlement at

Sanders-Point and the further good you intend me I hum-

bly thank you 1 fhall do the beft I can to be grateful. I

have taken into my handes all the trade goods that re-

mains of John Raymon's and Mr. Vaughan's and will

with what convenience 1 may put them of. Tou complain

ofyour returncs ;
you take the coorfe to have little ; a planta-

tion muft be furnifud tvilh cattle and good hir'd hands and

veceffaries for thr/n and not thinke the great lookes of men and

many nerds tvil be a meanes to raife a plantation. Thofe

that have been here this three year fom of them have

neither
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nehhef meat money nor clothes, a great difparagement.

I (hall not need to fpeak. of this, you (hall hear of it by
others. For myfelf, my wife and child and four men we
have but half a barrel of corn ; beefe and porke I have
not had but on peefe this three months, nor bear this four

months ; for I have for two and twenty months had but
two barrels of beare and two barrels and four boodiel of
malt, our number commonly hath bin ten, I nor the

fervantes have neither money nor clothes, I have bin as

fparing as I could, but it will not doe. Thefe four men
with me is Charles Knell, Thomas Clarke, Steven iCid-

der, and Thomas Crockitt, three of them is to have for

their wages until the firft of March four pounds per peefe

and the other for the yeare fix pounds which in your be-

half I have promi fed to fatisfy in money or bevcr at ten

fhillings per pound. If there were neceflarys for them
for clothing there would not bee much for them to re-

ceave. You may perhaps think that fewer men would
ferve me but I have fqmetimes on C \_one hundred] or

more Indians and far from neybors : Thefe that I have

I ©an fet to pale in ground for corne and garden. I have
digged a wel within the palizado, where is good water, I

have that toclofe with timber. More men 1 could liave

andmoreemploy,butIre{lthus until Iheare from you. The
vines that were planted ivill com to little^ they pro/per not in

the ground they werefet^ them that groo natural are veri

good of divers forts. \ have fent you a note of the beav-

er taken by meat Newichwanicke, and how it hath gon
from me. George Vaughan hath a note of all the trade

goodes in my cuflody of the old l^ore John Ramon's and
George Vaughan's accomtes, but the beaver beinge dif-

pofed of before I could make the devident Icanot (ee but

it muft be all on packt and be devided by you. The gover-

nor departed from the plantation the fifteenth of July in

the morning. So for this time I end, committing you
to the protedion of the Almighty and ever reft your
loving fervant, AMBROSE GIBBINS.

No. VI.
Copy ofa letterfrom Neal and JViggen^ relating to a divifton

of the lands at Pafcataqua^ i^Si-
Much honoured,

IN obedience to your commands have furvaied the riv-

er from the mouth of the harbor to Squamfcutt falls,

liquife
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liquife from the harbor's mouth by the fea fide to ihis

MaiTachufetts bounds, and find that the bounds of your
pattents will not aford more tlian for two towns in the

river of Pafeataway and the remainder will make another

good towne having much fait marfh in it. And bccaufc

ybu would have fourc townes named as you deCred wee
have treated with a gentleman who has purchafed a trackt

of land of the Indyans at Squamfcutt falls, and your land
running up to the faid falls on one fide of the river from
the falls about a mile downward, faid gentlemen having

a mind to faid land on your fide ro a certain crike arvd

one mile bacward from the river which we agreed on and
the crike is called Weelewright's, the gentleman's name
being Weelewright and he was to name laid plantation

(when fettled) Exeter. And the other two towns in the

river, the one North-ham and Portfmouth the other.

Bounded as followeth, viz. Ponfmouth runes from the

harbor's mouth by the fea fide to the entrance of a little

river between two hed lands which we have given the

names of the Little Bore's- hed, and the Grete Bore's-

hed, and from the mouth of that little river to go on a

ftrait line to the aforefaid creeke which we have named
Weelewrights creeke and from thens down the river to

the harbor's mouth where it began. And North-ham is

the bounds of all the land of Hilton's Point fide. And
the other land from the little river between the two
Boores-Heds to run by the fea till it meets with the line

between the Mafiachufetts and you, and fo to run from
the fea by faid Mafiathufetts line into the woods eight

miles and from thence atwart the woods to meete with
Portfmouth line neere Wheleright's creeke and that trade

of land to be called Hampton. So that their is foure

towns named as you defired but Exeter is not within

the bounds of your pattents. But the grete dificulty is

the agreement about the dividing line between the patent

of the twenty thoufand acres belonging to the company
of Laconyah and the pattent of Bluddy poynt the river

running fo intrycate, and Bluddy poynt pattent bounds
from thence to Squamfcutt falls to run three miles into

the woods from the water fide. But for your better un-
derftanding thereof wee have fent you a draft of it accord-

ing to our beft flciil of what we know of it at prefem, and
have drawn a dividing line between the two pattents, fo

that Portfmouth is part of both pattents and Hampton we
apprehend
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apprchen*3 will be holly in the twenty thoufand acres pat-

tent, and North-ham is the bounds of Hilton's point pat-

tent. If what wee have don be to your likinge wee (hall

think our time well fpent and what further commands
you will pleafe to lay on us we (hall readily obc\e to the

utmoft of our power. Wee humbly take leve and fub-

fcribe ourfelves, Your devoted and molt humble ler-

vants,

WALTER NELE,
THOMAS WIGGIN.

North-ham on Pafcataway river, in

New-England, 13 Augu'ft, 1633.

Superfcribed to John Alafon, Efq. governor of Portf-

mouth to be communieated to the pattentees oi La-
coniah and Hilton's point humbly prefent in Lon-
don.

We under written being of the government of the pro-

vince of Maine doe affirm that ihe above letter written

and fentby Walter Neie and Thomas W^iggen and diiedt-

ed to John Mafon Efq. governor of Portfmouth to be

communicated to the patentees of Laconiah and Hilton's

point, is a trew copia compared with the originall. And
further wee doe affirme that there was four grete guncs
brought to Pafcataqua which ware given by a merchant
of London for the defence of the river, and at tlie fame
time the Earle of Warwicke, Sr Ferdenando Gorges,

Capt. John Mafon and the reft of the pattentees fent an

order to Cap. Walter Nele and Captn. Thomas Wiggin
ther agents and governor at Pafcataway to make choK'e

of the moft convenient place in the faid river to make a

fortefecatyon for the defence thereof, and to mount
thofe foure gunes giveen to the place, which accordingly

was done by Capt. Walter Nele and Capt. 1 homas
Wiggen and the pattentees fcrvancs, and a draft was fent

of the place that they had made choice of to the faid

carle and company, and the draft did containe all the

necke of land in the north efte llde of th.e grete iiland

that makes the grete harbor, and they gave it the nanie

of Fort-poynt, and allotted it fo far backe into the ifland

about a bow-(hoat to a grete high rotke whereon was
intended in time to fet the principail forte.

That the above is all truth wee affirme, and by the

defire of Capt. Walter Nele and Capt. liios. Wiggen
wee
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wee have ordered this wrighting to ly in our files of re-

cords of their doings therein. In witnefs whereof wee
have hereunto .fett our hands and feles at Gorgeana, in

the province of Maine, in New-England, 20th Auguft

RICH. VINES, (Seal.)

HENRY JOCELYN, (Seal.)

No. VII.

An original letter. Jrom Sir F. Gorges and Capt, Mafon t9

MeJJrs IVannertQn and Gibbins,

Mr. Wannerton and Mr. Gibbons,

THESE are to let you know that wee with the con-

fent of the reft of our partners have made a divifion

ot all our land lying on the north eaft fide of the harbor

and river of Pafcattaway ; of the quantities of which lands

and bounds agreed upon for every man's part we fend

you a coppie of the draft, defining your furtherance with

the advice of Capt. Norton and Mr. Godfrey to fet out

the lynes of divifion betwixt our lands and the lands of

our partners next adjoining, becaufe we have not on'ie

each of us (hipped people prefent to plant upon our owne
landes at our owne charge, but have given direcftion to in-

vite and authoritie to receive fuch others as may be had to

be tenants^ to plant and live there for the more fpeedie peo-

pling of the countrie. And whereas there is belonging

unto me Sr Ferdinando Gorges, and unto Capt. Mafon
for himfelfand for Mr. John Cotton and his deceafed

brother Mr, William Cotton both whofe interefts Capt.

Mafon hath bought, the one halfe of all matters men-
tioned in the inventorie of houlhold fiuffe and imple-

ments left in truft with you by Capt. Neale, where un-
to you have fubfcribed your names and whereof a coppie

is herewith fent, we delire you to caufe an equal divifion

as neere as pofliblie may to be made of all the faied mat-

ters menconed in the inventorie in kinde, or if fome of

them cannot be fo divided then the one halfe to be made
equal to the other in valew of all the faied matters^ ex-

cept the cattell and fuites of apparell and fuch other

things as belong perticularly to Capt. Mafon, and to de-

liver the faid one halfe of all the faied matters foe to be

divided, unto Mr. Henry Jocelyn for the ufe of our plan-

tations, taking an inventory thereof under his hand of all

vou fhall foe deliver hime, and making certificate to us

thereof.
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thereof. And for your foedoeing this fhall be your fuf-

iicient warrant and difcharge. And foe we reft,

Your verie lovinge friends,

Porifmouth, Maye 5, FERDIN. GORGE,
1634. JOHN MASON.

No. VIII.

An original letterfrom Capt. Ma/on to Gibb'ins.

Mr. Gibbins,

THESE people and provifions which I have now fent

with Mr. Jocelyne are to fett upp two mills upon
my own divifion of landes lately agreed upon betwixt our
adventurers ; but I thinke not any of them will adven-

ture this yeare tc the plantation befides Sr Ferdinando
Gorges and myfelf, for which I am forrye in that fo good
a bufmes (albeit hitherto it hath bene unprofitable) (hould

be fubjeil to fall to the ground .Therefore I have llrayn-

ed myfelf to doe this at tliis prefent, and could have
wifhed that the reft would have joyned to have fent you
fome provifions for trade and fupport of the place, but
that faileing I have diretSted to you as a token from my-
felfe one hogfhcad of mault to make you fome beare.

The fervants with you and fuch others as remaine upon
the companies chardge are to be difchargcd and payed

their wages out of the ftocke of beaver in your hands at

the rate of 12 s. the pound, whereof I thinke the compa-
ny will write you more at large. And wee have agreed

to devide all our moveables m.entioned in the inventory

that Capt. Neale brought home, which were left in truft

with you and Mr. Wannerton. I bought Mr. Cotton's

and his brother's parte of all their adventures ; fo that the

halfe of all belongs to Sr Ferdinando Gorges and myfelfe,

and of that halfe three quarters wil be dewe to me and
one quarter to Sr Ferdinando. Thefe things being e-

qually divided they are to be delivered to Mr. Joceline,

my three parts of the halfe, and the other fourth to whom
Sr Ferdinando ftiall appointe. And you muft afford my
people fome houfe roome in Newichewannocke- houle,

and the cowes and goates which are all mine, and 14
fwine with their increafe, fome ground to be uppon till

wee have fome place provided upon my new divided land,

or that you receive my further order. A copie of the di-

vifion of the landes is herewith fent unto you.

The ftockinges and the mault and the fuites of cloathes

and
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and fuggar and rayfinges and wine that wis delivered by
Mr. Bright and Mr. Lewes I have not received atiy fg»

tisfaiftion for, wherein I muft crave your helpe and fuch

fatis-fadiion as may be i^nt by this fhipp»

The chri/iall /loanes youfent are of little or na valew unlefs

they zuereJo great to make drinking cuppes orfame other workes^

as pillers forfaire lookeinge glajfe^ or for garni/hinge of rich ca-

binets. Good iron or lead oare IJhouldlike better ofif it could

be found.

i have difburfed a great deale of money in your plarUa-

lion and never received one per>ny, hut hope if there were

onci a difcoverie of the lakes that I Jhould in fame reafonahle

time he reimhurfed agairr. I pray you helpe the mr what
you-on to fome of the heft iron ftoane for ballaft, and in

cafehe want other ladeinge to fill the (hipp upp with ftockes

of cyprefs wood and cedar. Let me hear from you of

all matters neceflary, and wherein I maye doe you any

pleafure I fhall be rcddie, and fo with my heartie commen-
dations, 1 reft your verie loving friend,

Portfmouth, May 5th, 1634. JOHN MASON.
(Received 10th July, 1634.)

No. IX.
Anfwer to theforegoing.

SIR,
YOUR worfhip have done well in fetting forward your

plantacon, and for your milles they will prove bene-

ficial unto you, by God's afliftance. I would you had

taken this coorfe fooner, for the merchants 1 (hall be very

cautyoufe how 1 deale with any of them while I live.

But God's will be done. I and the world doth judge that

I coulc^ not in thefe my dayes have fpent my time for

noethinge. For their fending trade and fupport J defire

it not. I have fupported but now fonke under my bur-

then, the more I thinke on this, the mote is my griefe.

I have received the hogfd. of mault that you fent me,

giveing you humble thanks for the fame. The fervants

that were with me are difcharged and payd their wages for

the yearepaft and I have delivered unto Mr. Wannerton
431b. of beaver to pay thofe that were with him for the

year paft. For tlie paying of the fervants there old wa-
ges or the dividing of the goods I expe6l a general letter,

if not, then toheare further from your vvorlhippe. Your
carpenters are with me and I will further them the beft I

can.
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can. Capt. Neak appoynted me two of your goates to

keepe, at his departinge, I praife God they are 4. Of the

goods that Mr. Bright left I onely reed, of Capt. Neale 4
bufliejs of mault and at leveral times 8 gallons of facke,

and from Mr. Wannerton 7 buQiels and one peck ot

mault, 5lb. and ^ of fugar and 3 pr. of children {lockings

and 971b of beefe which was of an old cow that Mr.
Watmerton killed, being doubtfull that fhe would not live

over the winter. For thefe I will pay Mr. Jocelin for

you.
1 percievc yen have a great mynd to the lakcs^ and I as

great a will to ajjt/l you. If I had 2 horfes and 3 men with
vh: I tuouldby God's helpe foon rejohe you of the fuuatfor^ °f ^^y

hut not to live there myjelfe.

The Pide-Cow. arrived the eighth ot Julie, the 13th
day Hie caft anchor fome halfe a mile from the falls, the

1 8th day the (hippe unladen, the 19th fell down the river,

the 22d day the carpenters began about the mill, the 5th

of Auguft ihtironjioane taken in the fliippe. There is of

3 forts, on fort that the myne doth caft fourth as the tree

doth gum, which is fcnt in a rundit. On of the other

forts we take to be very rich, there is great flore of it.

For the other I know not ; but may it pleafe you to take

notice of the waight and meafure of every fort, before it

goeth into the furnace and what the ftone of fuch weight
and meafure will yeeld in iron. This that 'e take to be
the beft ftone is one mile to the fouthward of the great

houfe*, it is fome 200 rodd in length 6 foote wide, the

depth we know not, for want of tools for thatpurpofe we
tooke onely the furface of the mine.

I have paled in a piece of ground and planted it. If it

pleafe God to fend us a drie time 1 hope there will be 8

or 10 quarters of corne. You have heare at the great

houfe 9 cows, I bull, 4 calves of the laft yeare and 9 of
this yeare ; they prove very well, farre better than ever

was expe£ted, they are as good as your ordinary cattle in

England, and the goates prove fome of them very well

both for milk and breed. If you did fend a fhippe for

the Wefiern lilands of fix fyore tunne or thereabouts for

cowes and goates it would be profitable for you. A
flocke of iron worke to be put away with your boardes

froni the mill will be good, nayles, fpikes, lockes, hin-

ges, iron works for boates and pinaces, twine, canvis,

D d needles
* The grea: houfe flood opj-ofite to the houfj ot Mr. Temnle Knight.



XVI APPENDIX.
needles and cordage, pitch andtarre, graples, ankers, and
neceffarys for that purpofe.

Sr, 1 h^ve written unto Mr. John Round to repair un-

to your worship •, he is a filver fmith by his trade b^it

hath fpent much time and meanes about iron, may it

pfeafe you to fend for him, he dwelleth m Mogul ftreet,

if you are acquainted with any finer or mettle itian en-

quire of him and as you fee caufefend for him, he is well

feene in all mineralls ; if you deale with him he will give

you a good light for your proceedings.

The 6th of Auguft, the (hippe ready to fet fayle for Sa-

co to load cloave bords and pipe ftaves. A good huf-

band with his wife to tend the cattle and to make butter

and cheefe will be profitable, for mavdes they are foone

gone in this country. For the reft I hope Mr. Jocelyn

for your own particulars will fatisfye you for I have not

power to examine it. This with my humble fervice to

your worrtiip, I reft, -c, . . ^
XT u ^h. Your ever lovms; fervant,
Newichawanock, => *

the 6th of Auguft, 1634. AMBROSE GIBBINS.

No. X.
jIn original leitef from G. Faughan to Mr. Gibb'ms.

Mr. Gibbens, Bofton, Aug. lo, 1634.WE only wait for a fair wind. I fhall acquaint
Mr. Mafon and the reft of the owners fully of

what you and I have formerly difcourft, and if they give

fnee incouradgment hope fhall fee you againe the next
yeare. Lookeing over my papers fou-nd the inclofedy it

being the divifyon of the toWnes, and the copia of what
Capt. Nele and Capt. Wiggen« wroat hoome to the pat-

tentes of Laconiah and Hilton's Point. It may be of fom
ufe to you hereafter, therefore fent it you, Ufie Capt. J'Vig-

gens Jhould fnake another blvjier. Which with my kind
love to you and your f|K>ufe and little Beck,

I am your allured frend,

GEORGE VAUGHAN.

No. XI.
Anotherfrojn the fame.

Loving frend Gibbens, London, loth April-, 1636.WEE put into Ireland goirige home, and there was
taken fike and lefte behind, and laye fo long be-

fore I got wd) that it was the latter end of December
lafte
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iaftc before T got to London, and Mr. Mofon was dcd.

But 1 fpoke with Sr Ferdinaado Gorges and the ether

owners, but they gave me no ioco.uradgment for New-
England. J acquainted tbem fully ot what you and I

difcourfed, but they were quite could in that matter, Mr.
Mafon being ded and Sr Kerdinando minding only his

one divitvon. He teUs me he is a geting a pattente for

it from the king from Fafcataqua to Sagadehocke, and that

betweene Meremacke and Pifcataqua he left for Mr. Ma-
fon, who tfhee had lived vjould atooke a patient fort l^at alfoy

and fo 1 fupofe the affairs of Laconia is ded alfo. I in-

tend to goe for the Eaft Indyes, a frend of mine have made
mee a very -good proffer and 1 thinke to take up with it.

Which is what offers at prefent. Thus with my kind

love to you and your wife and daughter,

I am your loving frend,

GEORGj: VAUGHAN,
N. B. The ten preceding papers are in the recorder's ojice

for Rockingham conuty.

No. XII.

Copy ofa report ofa Committee of Reference on the petition of

Rob, Maforiy Edward Godfrey^ and others to the king^ [/'«

1661.J
To the Kinges moft excellent Mageftie,

ACCORDING to your magefties reference upon the

petition of Robert Mafon, Edward Godfrey, and

others, hereunto annexed, bearing date at Whitehall the

fevenieenth of November ib6o, wee have heard the

claims and complaints of the peticoners, and alfo fum-

moned by procefs publicquely executed at the Exchange

on the 2ift day of January ]a)1 againft all perfons intereft-

ed in that bufinefs, but none appeared but Capt. Jno.

Leverett, who acknowledged that formerly he was com-
miflionatcd as an agent of the corporacon of Bofton in

New-England, but that now he had noe authority to ap-

peare or aft on their behalf.

Upon producing of divers letters patients and exami-

nacon of witneffes, wee finde, That Capt. Jno. Mafon,

grandfather to Robert Mafon one of the peticoners, and

Edward Godfrey another of the peticoners, by virtue of

feveral letters patterns under the great feale of England

granted unto them and others by your majefties late roy-

al father, by themfelves and their affigncs have been in

aftual and quiet poflcffion of feveral trads parfells and

divifions
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divifions of land in New-England, as in and by {he faid

letters patents is particularly expreffed, and that the faid

Capt. Jno. Mafon and the faid Edward Godfrey did ex-

pend and lay outt confiderable fums of money in fettling

plantacons and collonys there j That the faid Edward
Godfrey has lived there for five and twenty years, hav-

ing undergone and difcharged the office of governor of

the province of Mayne with much reputacon of integrity

and iufticc, endeavouring the regulacon and government

of thofe partes where he lives according to the known
and fettled lawes of this kingdome ; That notwithftand-

ing, the faid Edward Godfrey has not only been turned

out of his faid place of governor, butt has been utterly

outed and difpoflcfied of his lands and efVate in that

country, whicb the inhabitants of the Maffachufetts have

forciblv feized and ftill doe detayne the fame from him ;

That it appears as well by teftimony of witneifes as by a

coppy of the letters pattents that they were not to a<5l any

thing repugnant to the lawes of England, nor to extend

their bounds and limits of the faid corporacon farther

than three miles nortwafd of Merrymacke river, and as a

memorial and evidence thereof, the governor of the Maf-
fachufetts did fett up an houfe about thirty yeares fmce,

which is called the bound houfe, and is kngwne by that

name to this day, and with this dlvifion and affignment

or lott of land the inhabitants and pattentees of the faid

corporacon of the Maifachufetts refted content for the

fpace of fixteen years together, until about the year 1652
they did enlarge and ftretch their line about threefcore

miles beyond their known and fettled bounds aforefaid ;

and have thereby not only invaded and incroached upon
the plantacons and inheritances of the petitioners and
other your majefties fubjedts, but by menaces and armed
forces compelled them to fubmitt to their ufurped and
arbitrary government which they have declared to be in-

dependent of this your majefties crowne of England^ and
not fuoordmate thereunto.

It appears further by the witnefies that the collony of

Maflachufetts has for thefe many years pad endeavoured

to modell and contrive themfelves into a free flate or

commonwealth without any reiacon to rhe crowne of
England, afluming on themlelves the name and ftile of a

commonwealth, iffuing of writs in their owne name, im-

pofing
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pofing of oathes to be true unto themfelves contrary to

that of allegiance, coyning of money with their owne
ftatnps and fignatures, exercifingan arbitrary power over

the el^ates and perfons of all fuch as fubmit not unto

their government allowing them noe appealcs to England.

And fome have been foe bold as publiquely to affirme,

that if his mnjeflie fhould fend them a governor, that the

feverall townes and churches throughout the whole coun-

try under their government did refolve to oppofe him,

and others have faid that before they of Ncw-Engian'd

would or (hould fubmitt to any appealc to England they

would fell that country orplantacon to the kingcf Spaine.*

ThatbyreafonofihepremifesthefaidRob. iVIafonand Ed-
ward Godfrey have been damnified in their plantacons and

eilates to the value of tive thoufand pounds, according to

the judgment and eftimacon of feverall witneffes examin-

ed in that behalfe. But by what pretence of right or au-

thority the Maflachufetts have taken uppon them to prc-

ceede and zQ. in fuch manner doth not appeare to us.

All which we moli humbly reprefent to your majefiie

in duty and obedience to your commands, not prefuming

to offer any opinion in a bufinefs of foe high importance,

wherein the publique intereft and government of your
inajeflie appears foe much intermixt and concerned witJi

the private intereft of the peticoners.

Rok. Ma/on, G. Sweit,

"jfa. Bu72ce, Richard Foxe^

Tb. Exton, Jo. Myites.

Tho. Povey.

^ff^ithaut date] in the recorder's offcefor Rockingham county.

No. XIII.

To the King's moil: excellent Majefty.

The humble petition of Robert Mafon, proprietor of the

province of New-Hamplhire, in New-England,
Sheweth.

THAT your majcfty's royal grandfather king James,
of ever bleffed memory, did by his highnefs letters

patents under the great feale of England, bearing date at

Weftminfter the third day of November, in theeighteentli

yeare of his reigne, give, grant and confirm unto fevcral

of the principal nobility and gentry of this kingdome by

the
• Vide, Huth. Cu!!cc. Pap. p 339,
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the name of the council of New-England, their fucceflbrs

and al^gnes forever, all the land in America lying between
the degrees of 40 and 48 north latitude, by the name of

New-England, to be held in fee, with many royal privi-

leges and immunities, only paying to his majefty, hishehjs

and fucceflbrs, one fift part of all the oare of gold and
fjiver thaifhould at any time be found upon faid lands, as

by the faid letters patents doth at large appeare.

That John Alafon, efq. your petitioner's grandfather,

by virtue of feveral grants from the faid councell of New-
England, under iheire common feale, bearing date the

C)th of March 1621, the lothof Augufl: 1622, the 7th of
November 1629, and the 22d of April 1635, was inflated

in fee in a great traft of land in New-England by the

naine of New-Hampfhire, l)cing upon the fea-coaft be-

tween the rivers of Naumkeek and Pafcataway, and runn-

ing up into the land weftward threefcore miles, with all

theiflands lying within five leagues diftance of any part

thereof, and alfo the fouth halfe of the Iiles of Shoals ;

and alfo the faid John Mafon together with Sir P'crdinan-

do Gorges, knt. was enfeoffed by the aforcfaid councell

of New-England in other lands by the name of Laconiaby
their deed bearing date the 27th day of November, 162:9,

the fai4 lands lyeingand bordering upon the great lakes and
rivers of the Iroquois and other nations adjoining. All

which faid lands to be held as fully, freely, in as large,

ample and beneficial manner and forme to all intents and
purpofes whatlbever as the faid councell of New-Eng-
land by virtue of his majefly's faid letters patents might
or ought to hold and enjoye the fame, as by the faid fev-

eral grants appeares.

Whereupon your petitioner's faid grandfather did ex-

pend upwards of twenty two thoufand pounds in tranf-

porting people, building houfes, forts, and magazines,

furnifhirjg them with great ftoreof armes of all forts, with

artillery great and (mall, for defence and protection of his

fervants and tenants, with all other neccliary commodi-
ties and materialls for eft^bliOiing a fettled plantation.

I'hat in the year 1628, in the fourth year of the reigne

of your majefty's royal father, fome perfons did furreptiti-

oully and loiknown to the jaid councell^ get the feale of the

faid councell affixed to a grant of certaine lands, where-
of the grcattft part were folemniy pafl unto your peti-

tioner's grandfather and others long before, and foone af-

ter
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did the fame perfons hy their fuhtil pra^ifes get a confir-

mation of the laid grant under the great feale of England,

as a corporation by the name of THE CORPORA-
TION OF THE MASSACHUSEl'TS BAY IN
NEW-ENOLAND, your m^je/iy's royal father being un-

wittitig thereof^ and having thus by fraud oh^t^ncA a grant

and confirmation, they compelled the rightfull inhabitants

to defert their plantations, and by many outragious ac-

tions they became pofl'efled of tl.at part of the countrj',

deciareing themfelves to be a free people, frameing to

themfelves new lawes, with new methods in rehgion ab-

folutely contrary to the lawes and cuftomes of this your
majefty's realme of England, punifhing diverfe that would
not approve thereof, fomc by whipping, others by burn-

ing their houfes, and fome by banhhing, and the like.

At laft the complaints of the opprefied fubje^ls ready-

ing the eares of your royal father, his magefty caufed the

whole matter to be examined before his moll honoura-
ble privy councell and all being fully proved, his majefty

did command the councell of Kew-England to give an
account by what authority, or by whofe procurement
thofe people of the Maflachufetts Bay were fent over, his

majefly concieving the faid councell to be guilty thereof.

But the faid councell of New-England made it plainley

to appear to his majefty that they were ignorant of the

whole matter and that they had noe fhare in the evils

committed and wholly difclaimed the fame, and the faid

councell finding; they had not fufficient means to give re-

drefs and reftify what was bro't toruine, they humbly re-

ferred to his majedy to doe therein as he pleafed and there-

upon the faid councell of New-Englaud refolved to re-

fign, and did atfiually refigne the great charier of New-
England into his majerty's royal handes, feeing there was
an abfolute neceflity for his majefty to take the manac2;e-

ment of that country to himfelf, it being become a bufi-

nefs of high confequence and only to be remedied bv his

fovereign power, all which appears by the declaration of
the councell -of New-England dated the 25fh of April,

1635, together with the a<£l of furrender of the ereat

charter of New-England dated the 7th day of June the
fame year.

That immediately thereupon, his majefly m trinity

terme 1635, caufed a quo warranto to be brought up by
Sir John Banks his majefty's then attorney general againll

the
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die governor^ deputy governor and every of the afliftants

of the faid corporation of MafTachufetts in New-England
feverally, according to their nannies mentioned in the faid

patents of incorporation, being tv^'enty fix perfons, where-

of two being dead, of the remayning twenty four perfons,

there did fourteen at feveral times appeare at the king's

bench bar and there difci^imed the charter, the remaining

lenn perfons were outlawed, and thereupon judgment giv-

en for the king, that the liberties and franchifesof the laid

corporation of A^affachufetts Bay fhould be feized into the

king's, hancies and the body of the governor to be taken in-

to cuftody for ufurping the faid liberties, all which appears

by the roles .in the crown office, of cuftos brevium for the

kind's bencli of the proceedings in the feveral terms from

the yeare 163-5 to 1637.

That thereupon his faid royall majefty en the 3d day

of May J 637, did order in counccll that the attorney genl.

be required to call for the faid patent and prefent the fame

to the board, and his majefty by his declaration of the

23d of July 1637, in the i3ihyeareof his reigne declared

his royal pleafure for eftablilhing a general! government in

his territory of New-England for the prevention of the

fevils.that otherwife might enfue for default thereof, there-

by 4ec!aring Sr Ferdinando Gorges to be governor gene-

ral! of the whole country and requiring all perfons to give

theire obediance accordingly.

That the warrs and troubles immediately enfueing in

Scotland and prefently after here in England did hinder

his faid majefty from fettling that country or profecuting

tlve right which he intended his fubje(5is, however the pro-

ceedings of his majefty caufed fome reftraint to the fur-

ther violences and oppreiilons of the faid MafTachufettSj

and they conteyned themfelves for a time within their

pretended bounds but noe fooner was that king of blefled

memory your royal farther become a facrilicc hut they re-

newed theire former violences by oppreiFing all the other

Colonies and deigning by encouragement from fome in

England ,toere6t themfelves into a commonweahh, and in

order to lay a foundation for this power and dominion
vv'hich they Jiow afpired unto they thought it neceffary to

extend theire bounds and fprcad into a larger territory

then as yet they had ufurpcd, and that this work might
not be done without a malk or color of right tliey do in

an
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an aflembly held at Bofton the 19th oF October 1^52, fe-

rioully perufe the grant (which had been procured as a-

forefd.) and therein weighing the words and trying what
new fence they might beare more futeable to theire in-

creafe of power, they tho't tit at length to declare them-
felves mitlaken in what they had done in the year 1631,
when they erected bound houfes and had for foe many
ys-ires conlined theitifelves thereunto, whereas now by the

help of an imaginary line or rather by a new reafon of

ftate there is a fence im^o/ed by tbemfelves upon theire own
'juords^ and they ftretch their rights to neer two hundred
oailes of land northward and as much fouthward more
than they were fatisfied withal before, fwallowing up your
majefty's petitioner as well as others whole properties were
eftabhftied long befor'e the faid people had any being.

And that they might give execution to this righteous kn-
tence thsy prefently invade and by force of arms feize up-

on the province of N^w- Hamp/hive y and other lands of
right belonging to your petitioner, beiides what they did

to others, compelling the inhabitants to fwear to be true

to them and to cart off their Uwful lords, and fuch as

refufed were either ruined, banilhed or imprifoned, and
any appeales to England utterly denied unto them, theri

they proceed to coining of money with their owne im-
prefs, raifing the coine of England, and acling in all mat-
ters, in a moft abfolute and arbitrary way. And although

your petitioner by his agent Joieph Mafon did demand
redrefs of the general court of JVIafiachuletts fetting a€

Bofton in 1652, offering to make out the right and title

of your petitioner to the province of New-Hampfhire and
other lands againft all perfons whalfoever, yet noe refti-

tution could be obtayned without a fubmiflion to their

authority, and to hold the lands from them which the

petitioner then did refufe and hath alwaies refufed chuf-

ing rather to wait for more happy times wherein to ex-

pCvfl reliefe then by a legall refignation of his rights to

thofe who had none at all dived himfeli' of what his an-

ceftors had purchafed at foe deare a rate ; Your petition-

er having as equall a right to the government in the faid

province as he hath to the land itfelf, all which appears by
a report made to your majefty the 15th of February i66r,

when your petitioner firft expofed to your majefty the

E e oppreflions
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oppreffions "under which he had fo long groaned, in the

evil times, and which grieves him now much more to beare

while hee has the protedtion of foe juft and gracious a fov-

eraigne to refort unto.

Wherefore your petitioner moft humbly implores your
majefty to take notice, that (by a plainedifcovery ofwhat
fraud in the beginning and the length of troubled times

has helped to conceale) the BoHoners ha.ve noe patent of

incorporation at all, that yet they have under colour of
right and authority from the crown devoured your peti-

tioner and other proprietors whafe titles are by your ma-
jefty's learned councell allowed as ftrong as the law can

make them-

That all waies have been tryed and methods ufed to

obteyn jufticefrom the Boftoners, but all have proved in-

efFedtuall, that your petitioner's lolTes have been foe

many and great, and his fufferings foe continued

tliat he cannot any longer fupport the burthen of

them. And when your majefty will but confider how
fmall the refpec^ has been wherewith thofe people have
treated your majefty iince your happy reftauration, and
what daily breaches are by them made -upon your majef-

ty's a(5ts of navigation, which turnes fo greatly to the de-

triment of this kingdome in gencrall, thefe loffes and fuf-

ferings of a particular fubjeift cannot much be quertioned,

foe that your petitioner humbly hopes that your majefty

will think it high time to Hretch forth your royall hand
of juftice to afTirt your petitioner, that hee may have the

quiet pod'elfion of his province, and reparation made him
for the lofles fulfeyned, in luch ways and methods as the
importance of the cafe requires, and your majefty in your
royall wifdome ftiall thinke moft fitt.

And your petitioner ftiall ever pray.

ROB. MASON.

[From a copy in the pojjeffwi of the Mafoman proprietors.^

No.
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No. XIV.
A brief declaration of the right and claim of the jrovernour

and cojnpany of the MalTachufstts Hay in New-Eng-
land, to the lands now in their pofTelTion, but pretend-

ed to by Mr. Gorge and Air. Mafon, together with

an anfwer to their feveral-pleas and complaints in their

petitions exhibited : Humbly prefented and fubmitted

by the faid governour and company to the king's mod
excellent majefiy, as their defence.

IN the yeare of our Lo.^d 1628, in the third yeare of his

late majefty Charles the firii, ot happy memory, fev-

cral loyal and pioully difpofed gentlemen obtained of the

great council of New-England, a grant of a certain tract

of land lying in New-England, delcribed and bounded as

therein exprcffed ; which was in all refpedts fairly and
openly procured and with fo good an intent of propagat-

ing the gofpel among the natives, and to advance the

honour and dignity of his late majefty, of happy memo-
ry, that they were bold to fupplicate his faid majeily to

fuperadd his royal confirmation thereto, which according-

ly in an ample royal charter was pafled and remains un-

der the broad fcal of England, JVlarch the 4ih 1629, in

the fourth year of his majefties reign, with further addi-

tions and enlargments well becoming fo royal a majefty,

and fuitable for the encouragement of fo hazardous and
chargeable an adventure, in purfuance whereof many
of the faid patentees and other adventurers tranfported

themfelves and eftates and fettled in the moft known and

accommodable parts of thofe lands contained in the faid

charter, neither time, eflate, nor power fuffering them
fpeedily co furvey the juft extent of their limits. Not
many years different in time feveral others alfo of his

majefty's fubjevffs obtained other grants, and made feveral

fettlements in the more northern and eafterne parts of

the country, with Vvhom for feveral years we had neigh-

bourly correfpondence, being as they /u.ppoftd without

the limits of our patent, amongft whom the prefent claim-,

ers and petitioners were. Thefe grants partly by reafon

of the fmallnefs of fome of them, and partly by reafon of

darke involv'd and dubious expreffion cf their limits,

brought the inhabitants under many intanglements and
diflatisfadlions among themfelves, which there being no
fettled authority to be applied to, being deferted and for-

faken
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faken of all fuch as by virtue of faid grants did claim jw-»

rifdidion over them and had made a fuccefslefs eflay for

the fettlement of government among them proved of

fome continuance) unto the great difquiet and diftur-

banceof thofe his majefty's fubjedls that were peaceable

and well difpofed amongft them ; to remedy which in-

convenience they betook themfelves to the way of com-
binations for government, but by experience found it in-

effectual. In this time ignorance of the northerly runn-

ing of Merrimack river hindred our a<?tual claim and ex-

tention of government, yet at length being more fully fet-.

tied, and having obtained further acquaintance and cor-

refpondency with the Indians poffefling the uppermoft

parts of that river encouraging an adventure, as alfo fre-

quent follicitations from the moft confiderable inhabitants

of thofe eaftern parts earneftly defiring us to make preofe

of and ascertain our intereft, we imployed the moft ap-

proved artifts that could be obtained, who upon their fo-

lemn oaths made returns, That upon their certain ob-

fervation our northern patent line did extend fo far north,

as to take in all thofe towns and places which we now
pofiefs J which when the inhabitants as well as our felves

were fatisfied in (urged alfo with theneceffity of govern-

mcnt amongft them) they peaceably and voluntarily fub-

mitted to the government of the Maftachufetts, (viz.)

Dover, Squamfcot and Portfmouth anno 1641, Kittery,

York and Wells anno 1652 and 1653, from which times

until the year 1662, when there was a fmall interruption

by a letter of Mr. Gorge, and afterwards in tlie year 1665,
(when his majeftyes commiftioners, Colonel Nichols and
others came over) the inhabitants of thofe parts lived well

fatisfied and uninterrupted under the Maftachufets gov-

ernment. But then the faid commiflioners neither re-

garding the Maflachufets juft right n»r the claims of Mr.
Gorge and Mr. Mafon, fettled a new forme of govern-
ment there, but this hardly outlived their departure, the

people impatient of innovations, and well experienced and
fatisfied in their former fettlement, quickly and quietly

returned to order againe and fo continue unto his time.

This is in a few words the true ftate of the matter ; for

the further illuftration whereof and juftification of our
proceedings therein and vindication of ourfelves from the
reproachful imputation of ufurping authority over his

majefties
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majefties fubjef^s in the eafterne parts pretended tg, with

other fcandals caft upon us by the petitioners, v.e hum-
bly prefent the following pleas by way of demonftration,

and argue that our extenlion of government to thofeeaft-

crn parts claimed is agreeable to our indubitable patent

right ; our patent according to the cxpieis terme therein

contained without any ambiguity or colour of other in-

terpretation, lyes between two eafl and iveji parallel lines

draiun from the mo/i fontherly part of Charles river and the

moji northerly part of Merrimack.^ with three miles advantage

upon each^ which upon the obfervation of men of approv-

ed and ufldoubted truth upon oath, are found diilant one
degree and forty nine minutes north latitude, being to

extend in full latitude and breadth from fea to fea (ut in

terminis) and therefore cannot be bounded by many
hundreds or infinite numbers of lines, as the river of Mer-
rimack, maketh bends or angles in two hundred miles

padage from Winipefioke lake to the mouth thereof,

which to imagine, as it is irrational fo would it involve

us and any borderer into fo many inextricable difputes as

areby no wayes to be admitted by a prince feeking his

fubjeds peace. Befides were fuch a conflru6iion allow-

able (which with uttermoft ftreining is) yet all favourable

interpretation is to be offered the patentees by the gra-

cious expreffion of the charter. Now according to the

afore mentioned obfervation (fo confirmed) all thofe eaft-

ern plantations challenged by our opponents (ut fupra)

are comprehended within our northerly line. We deny
not but the artifts of their felves, and if any queflion thence

arife we feare not to fubmit to tryal to the moft exa6^ and
rigorous left that may be. The invincible firength of
this our firft plea may further appear by the confideration

of the frivolous and infignificant allegations of the peti-

tioners in oppofition thereunto, viz. ift. The nonexten-
tion of our line or aflertinn of our right to thofe caflcrn

parts for fome years, ignorance as our cafe was circum-
ftanced debarring no inan of his juft right, neither can it

reafonably be fuppofed that the exaft furvey of fo hrge a

grant in fo hideous a wildcrnefs poffefled by an cnemv
would be the worke of a few years, our own poverty not
affording means, and our weaknefs (allowing no deep
adventure into the country) permitting us not view the

favourable running of the river, which none can imagine

altered
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altered its courfe by our delay ; we may as well be de-

prived of far more then we pofTefs or. ever favv on our

weftern parts to the fouth Tea (which none will deny) be-

caufe we have not furveyed it or are fbonlike to be able,,

as be taken from our northern right fo obvious to tliC

meancft artid,

idly. 1 he Poflenion houfe in Hampton, of fo little fig-

nlfication and fo long fince difufed, that Mr. JVIafon hath

forgot the name thereof and calleth it Bound-houfe, e-

rc^ted to give the world to know that we claimed confix

derably to the northward of our then habitations upon the

bay, though we did not know the uttermort extent of our

right, our fathers not being fo ignorant of the law of the

rcalme to which they did appertain as to fuppofe the tak-

]ncr poffeffion of part did debar them of the remainder but

the contrary ; and we challange Mr. Mafonorany on his

behalfe, promifing our records fliallbe open to the mod
fcrutinous fearch to prove it, either called or intended ac-

cording to his abuTe thereof,

3diy. That notorious falfhood of firetching our right

to near four hundred miles north and fouth more than

formerly we were fatisfied with, our whole breadth being

but one hundred and nine mile, which is not maoh more

then a quarter part of what he would have the world be-

lieve our new claime and (as he would infmuate) ufurped

territory doth contain, arifing (we would charitably believe)

partly fiom ignorance of the coaling of the country, Mr,

Mafon accounting by the fea- fide, and we fuppofe coaft-

in^^ in the meafuie of every harbour and cove to make

uj) that calculation, which lies much of it due eail

and not to the north, but we fear malevolently fuggefled

(as many other things as of little credit) to introduce in-

xo his majcftie his royal breaft a beliefe that we are un-

rcafonablc in our pretentions, and fo unwoi thy of his ma-

jeiVies favour, which we hope fuch unlaviful endeavours,

will never be fo profpeious as to obtain. What may be

further added to this our firfl plea, may be fupplied from

the reafons formerly piefented. We urge fecondly, The
invalidity of thofe grants pretended to by the petitioners,

which arc of two forts ; lA. Such as beare date after ours,

which we fee no reafon to feare any interruption from.

Secondly, Such as are pretendc,d to bear date before ours,

a;;aiiirt which wc objeit that they are not authentick,

wanting
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Wanting a fufficient number of granrois to make tliem

fo, none of them as we prcfuine will appeare upon tryal

having above fix hands and feals annexed to them, the faid

council of New-England confiiHng of forty, and his ma-
jertys grant to them exprefsly requiring (as we are in-

formed) fcven at the lealt to ligne to make any validacft
;

and indeed Mr. Mafon's own often unwearied renewal of
his grants in [621, fixteen hundred twenty two, Hxteen

nundred twenty nine and 1635, (as he faith) tacitly con-
fed'eth the fame invalidity, in the former puting him to

charge for the latter, till at lafl: he fell into fuch a trade

ot obtaining grants that his laft and moll: confiderablc was
fix years after the grant of our charter from his majefty,'

and but three days before the faid council's declaration uf

their abfolUte reiblution to refign, and but a few days

before their a<5tual furrender, as he aflcrts ; which of what
Value and confideration it is from the faid council's cir-

cumftanced under a neceHlty of relignation of their great

charter, procured rather by the clamour of fuch ill af-

fe(fled. perfbns as the prefent complaint than by any true

accompt of diflettlement or ill management here, is not

difficult to judge. Hence it appears, firfi, how little rea-

fon Mr. Mafon hath to brand us with fraud or furrepti-

tioufnefs in obtaining our charter ; v.h.ich hath moi\ fhew
of fraud and furreptitious procuration, a fuffici?nt num-
ber of thofe honble perfons fubfcribing ours and fewer his

pretended antidited grants, is eafie to determine. li\

which afTertion is to be obferved the higli refleiffion cafl

upon tlie members of his late majerty and minifiers of

ftate, groundlefsly rendring the council's fcal, yea the great

feal of England, expofed to fraud and deceitful clandef-

tine practices
;
yea upon his prefent majeffy, insinuating

himfelfc better acquainted with matters of ifate then lie

who allows and confirmes our grant as authentick by his

gracious letter of fixteen hundred fixty two, which intol-

erable boldnefs how unbecoming (not to fay more) in a

fubjecff, it is not cafie for us to fay. 'J'o all which we
may add Sr Ferdinando Gorges application to the author-

ity here to interpofe in his affair, which he,,being one of

the great council, would have been far from acknowledg-

ing, had Mr. Mafon's allegations been founded upon
truth.

Secondly, That articles of charge dependiiig upon fuch

illegal
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il]ee;al and port dated grants cannot take place againft us

were their difburfe as great as it is affirmed, which by
eyewitneiTes upon the place and ftil living, are pr-oved com-
paritively very inconfiderable.

3dly. We affirme that the whole management of the

affair refpecfiing our government of thofe eaftern parts'was

in an orderly and peaceable way, and noi without the re-

iterated and earneft follicitation of mofl: of the people there

inhabiting, fufficiently appearing by their feveral petitions j

and wechallengeMr. Gorgeand Air .Mafon by any living

evidence or record to fhew any figne of a forceable en-

tranrce : Some majiftrates upon the clearing of our right

to them and acceptance of the tender of themfelves to us,

being fent thither without* any other force than each of

them a fervant to attend them. Indeed fome years after

Capt. Boniton for mutinous carriage was feized and
brought to juftice ; concerning which and many other

Cafes many inhabitants yet living and eye wittnefTes can

give the moft impartial evidences.

4thly. We offer to confideration that the deferted and
ungovern'd flate of the people of thofe places had we not

had that patent right fo clearly evinced, might warrant

our a6tions ,; efpecially conlidering the obligation upon us

to fecure his majefty's honour and maintain the publick

peace, fo hazarded by the total want of government a-

mongfl them. Our rirft exercife of jurifdi£lion being in

the year 1&41, eight year after Capt. Neale, agent for Mr.
Mafon, had wholy deferted the iroprovement of land and
the government of the country, which indeed he never

ufed but one year, for in the year 1630 he firff came over,

and in the year 1634 he quitted the place ; and in the in-

terim neglected the fame in making a voyage for England,
the Ihort time of his tarriance not admitting of fet-

tlemcnt of government or improvement. We may
hereto fubjoin that Mr. Jofeph Mafon, agent for Mrs.
Ann Mafon, when here and all things were frelh in

memory, made no demand contrary to what is affirmed,

but petitioned our juftice againft his debtors there and
eifewhere, and that Sr Ferdinando Gorges his grant being

fo mean and uncertainly bounded that he knew not well

how to find much to lefs improve to confiderable advan-
tage, by his letter bearing date doth devolve
the whole charge and care of his pretended province upon

the
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th'e authority here eftablifhed. Laftly, That the exercifc

of jurifdidtion in thofe eaftern parts hath been and is his

nrajerty's honour, the people's great benefit, and our
charge without profit, which had it not been, the ruine of
thofe parts would have unavoidably enfued in the waot
of all government, and their feizure by the French, who
ever waited a fit opportunity for the fame. They have
part of them for thirty five years and others twenty yeares

(fome fmall interruption intervening producing the (Wrong-

er inclination and refolution in them to be conftant to his

niajefties authority here) lived under the government of
the MafTachufetts a quiet, well ordered and thriving peo-
ple. And as for any complaint from ill aft'edled perfons,

it is well known that the beft and wifeft governmentis not
without difquiet from from fome fuch ; and no wonder
if filly people are foon afFedkd with fuch fair glozing
promifes as Mr. iVlafon hath made and publifhed, as it

were determining the cafe before tryal by his late letters to

the inhabitants in thofe parts, and that our government in

thofe places have been no gain is fo unquefiionable a truth

that never was any levy laid upon them for the fupply of
the publick treafury, tho' much hath been and is further

like to be expended for their fecurity, who otherwife will

inevitably become an eafie pray to the heathen now in

hoftility with us, and at this prefenttime rageing in thofe

parts.

The before writen is a true copy tranfcribed from the

records of the general court of the late coldny of the

MafTachufetts Bay, held by the governour and com-
pany of the faid colony att Bofton, the 6th of Sep-

tember, 1676.

Examd. per ISA. ADDINGTON, Secry.

No. XV.
At the Court at Whitehall, July, 20, 1677.

(L S.) Prefent the King's moft excellent Majefty.

Lord Chancellor, Earl of Peterborough,

Ld Treafurer, Earl of Stratford,

Ld Privy Seal, E. of Sunderland,

Duke of Ormond, E. of Bath,

Marquis of Worcefter, E. of Craven,

Ld Chamberlain, Ld Bp of London,

Earl of Northamton, Ld Maynard*
Ff LA
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Ld Berkley, Mr. Chancellor of the

Mr. Vice Chamberlain, Exchequer,

Mr. Secy Coventry, Msfter of the ordnance,

Mr. Secy Williamfon, Mr. Speaker.

WHEREAS the right honourable the lords of the

committee for trade and plantations, did in pur-

fuance of an order of tlie 7th of February laft make re-

port to the board, of the matters in controverfey between
the corporation of the Maflachufetts Bay in New-Eng-
land, and Mr. Mafon and Mr. Gorges touching the

right of foil and government, claimed by the fa id parties

in certain land? there, by virtue of feveral grants from
liis majcfty's royal father and grandfather as followeth,

in thefe words.

May it pleafe your majefty.

Having received your majefty's order in council of the

7th of February laft paft, whereby we are direded to en-

ter into the examination of the bounds and limits which
the corporation of the Maflachufetts Bay in N. E. on the

one hand, and Mr. Mafon and Mr. Gorges on the other,

do pretend by their feveral grants and patents to have

been afllgned unto them, as alfo to examine the patents

and charters which are infifted on by either fide, in order

to find out and fettle how far the rights of foil and gov-

ernment do belong unto any of them. In confideration

whereof the lords chiefjuftice.s of your majefty's courts

of king's bench and common pleas were appointed to

give us their afllfta-nce, we did on t'he 5th of April laft to-

gether with the faid lords chief juftices meet in obedience

to your majefty's commands, and having.heard both par-

ties by their council learned in the law, we did recom-

mend unto their lordftiips to receive a ftate of the claims

made by both parties, and to return their opinions upon
the whole matter unto us, which their lordihips have ac-

cordingly performed in the words foliowir^g :

In obedience to your lordfhips order we appointed a

day for the hearing of all parties, and conCdering the mat-

ters referred, having received from them fuch papers of

their cafes as they were pleafed to deliver ; at which time

all parties appearing, the refpondents did difclaim title to

the lands claimed by the petitioners, and it appeared tc

us that the faid lands are in the pofieflion of feveral other

perfons not before us, whereupon we thought not fit ta

examine
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examine any clalrtis to the faid lands, it being (in our o-
pinion) improper to judge of any title of land without
hearing of the ter-tenants or fome other perfons on their

behalf ; and if there be any courfe of juii'ce upon the

place havingjurifdid^ion, we e(kem it mort proper to di-

revSl the parties to have recourfe thither for the decifion of
any queftion of property until it Hiall appear that there is

juft caufe of compl^iint againft the courts of juftice there

for injuftice or grievance.

We did in the prefence of faid parties exanune their

feveral claims to tlie government, and the petitioners hav-

ing waved the pretence of a grant of government from
the council of Plymouth, wherein they were convinced by
their own council that no fuch power or juriftlidion could

be transferred or afligned by any colour of law ; the quef-

tion was reduced to the province of Maine, whereto- the

petitioner Gorges made his title by a grant from king

Charles the firft, in the 15th year of his reign, made to

Sir Ferd. Gorges and iiis heirs ot the province of Maine
and the government thereof. In anfwer to this the re-

fpondents alledged that long before, viz. in quarto Caroli

primi, the government was granted to them, and produc-

ed copies of letters patents wherein it is recited that the

council of Plymouth having granted to certain perfons a

territory thus defcribed, viz. " all that part of New-Eng-
" land in America which lies and extends between a great
" river that is commonly called Monomack alias Merri-
" mack, and a certain other river there called Charles
*' river, being in the bottom of a certain bay there call-

" ed the Maflachufetts Bay, and alfo ail and fingular the

*' lands and hereditaments whatfoever lying and being
" within the fpace of three English miles on the fouth part

" of ttic faid Charles river, or any or every part thereof ;

" and alio all and fingular the lands and hereditaments
** whatfoever lying and being with the fpace of three

" EngJifti miles to the fouthermoil part of the faid bay
" called Maflachufetts Bay ; and all thofe lartds and he-
" reditaraents whatfoever which [/ie] within the fpace of
" three Englilh miles to the northward of the faid river

" called Monomack alias Merrimack, or the northward
** of any and ever)' part thereof; and all lands and here-
" ditaments whatfoever lying within the limits aforefaid,

•* north and fouth ia latitude and breadth, and in length

*'and
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"and longitude of and within all the breadth aforefaid
*' throughout the main lands there, from the Atlantic and
*' Weftcrn fea and ocean on theeaft part to the South fea
^' on the weft." By the faid letters patents the king con-
firmed that grant, made them a corporation, and gave

them power to make laws for the governing of the lands

and the people therein. To which it was replied that the

patent of 4® Caroli primi is invalid, (i) Becaufe there was
a precedent grant, i8' Jacobi, of the fame thing then in

being, which patentA\'as furrendered afterwards and before

the date of the other, 15° Car. primi. (2) I'he grant of
the government can extend no farther than the ownerftiip

of the foil, the boundaries of which as recited in that

patent wholly excludes the province of Maine, which lies

northward more than three miles beyond the river Mer-
rimack.

We having confidered thefc matters do humbly con-
ceive as to the iirft matter, that the patent of 4° Caroli

T >"' is good notwithftanding the grant made in the 1 8° Jac

:

for it appeared to us by the recital in the patent 4° Caroli
imi that the council of Plymouth had granted away all

their intereft in the lands the year before, and it muft be
prefumed they then deferted the government ; whereupon
it was lawful and neceflary for the king to eftablifh a fui-

table frame of government, according to his royal wifdom,
which was done by that patent, 4° Caroli i"^' making the

adventurers a corporation upon the place. As to the

fecond matter it feems to us to be very clear that the
grant of the government 4° Caroli i"^' extends no farth-

er than the boundaries exprefled in the patent, and thofc

boundaries cannot be conllrued to extend further north-
wards along the river Merrimack than three Engliih miles,

for the north and fouth bounds of the lands granted fo far

as the river extends are to follow the courfe of the rivers

which make the breadth of the grant, the Words defcrib-

ing the length to comprehend all the lands from the At-
lantick ocean to the South fea of and in all the breadth
aforefaid, do not warrant the over reaching thofe bounds
by imaginary lines or bounds, other expofition would
(in our humble opinion) be unreafonable and againft the
intereft of the grant. The words " of and in all the
breadth aforefaid" (hew that the breadth was not intend-

ed an imaginary line of breadth, laid upon the broadeft:

part
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part but the breadth refpet^^ing the continuance of the

l)oundaries by the river as far as the rivers go, but when
the known boundary of breadth deteimines it niuil be

carried on by imaginary lines to the South fea. And if

the province of Maine lies more northerly than three En-
glifh miles from the river Merrimack,- the patt;nt of 4°

Caroli i"i'' gives no right to govern there, and thereupon

the patent of the fame 15° Car. i"^' to the petitioner

Gorges will be valid. So that upon the whole matter

we are humbly of opinion as to the power of govern-

ment, that the refpondents, the Mafiachufetts and rheir

fucceflbrs, by their patent of 4° martis 4° Caroli i"i'have

fuch right of government as is granted them by the fame
patent within the boundaries of their lands exprefled

therein, according to fuch defcription and expofition as

we have thereof made as aforefaid, and the petitioner Sir

Ferdinando Gorges his heirs and afTigns by the patent ^d
April, have fuch right of government as is granted them
by the fame patent within [the territory] called the pro-

vince of Maine according to the boundaries of the fame
exprefled in the fame patent.

Ri. Rainsford, Fra. North.

All which being the opinion of the lords chief juftices,

and fully agreeing with what we have to report unto your

majefly upon the whole matter referred unto us by the

faid order, we humbly fubmit the determination thereof

unto your tnajefty.

Anglefey, Craven, J, Williamfon,
Ormond, H. London, Tho. Chickley,

Bath, G. Carteret, EdvT. Seymour.

Which having been read at the board the i-8th inftant,

it was then ordered that the faid Mr. Mafon and Mr.
Gorges, as alfo that the agents of the corporation of the

Mafiachufetts Bay (hould be this day heard upon the faid

report, if they had any objedbons to make thereunto. In

purfuance whereof all parties attending vvith their coun-
cill, who not alledgingany thing fo material as to prevail

with his majefty and the board to differ in judgment from
the faid report ; his majefty was thereupon pjeafed to

approve of and confirm the fame, and did order that all

parties do acquiefce therein, and contribute what lies in

thera
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them to the pun£tual and due performance of the faid

report, as there (liall be occafion.

JOxHN NICHOLAS.
A^. B. The above paper^ of which the copy is atujiedhy

Edixj. Ravjjon^ fecretary of Majfachufetts^ and 'John Penhal-

lowy clerk of the Juperior court of Neixj-Hampfliire^ is in the

files of the Jaidfuperior court , and in the Mafonian proprieta-

ry office.

No. XVI,
Copy of that part of Prefident Cutts's commiffton in which the

claun of Robert Mafon is recited.

" \ ^^ vvhereas the inhabitants of faid province of

£\_ New-Hampfhire have many of them been long
in poilelTion of feveral quantities of lands, and are faid to

have made confiderable improvements thereupon, having
no other title for the fame than wh^t has been derived

from the government of the MaiTachufetts Bay, in virtue

of their imaginary line ; which title, as it hath by the o-
pinion of our judges in England been altogether fet afide,

lb the agents from the faid colony have confequently dif-

owned any right eitlier in the foil or government thereof,

from the three mile line aforefaid ; and it appearing to us

that the ancedors of Robert Mafon Efq. obtained grants

from our great council of Plymouth for the tra6t of land

ai'orefaid, and were at very great expence upon the fame
until molefted and finally driven out, which hath occafi-

oned a lafting complaint tor juftice by the faid Robert
Mafon ever fince our reftoration. However to prevent

in this cafe any unreafonable demands which might be

made by the faid Robert Mafon for the right he claimeth

in the faid foil, we have obliged the faid Robert Mafon
under his hand and feal that he will demand nothing for

the time pall untill the 24th of June lall: part, nor mo-
left any in their pofTeffions for the time to come, but will

make out titles to them and their heirs forever, provided

they will pay to him upon a fair agreement in lieu of all

other rents fixpence in the pound according to the juft

and true yearly value of all houfes built by them and of

all lands, whether gardens, orchards, arable, or pafture,

which have been improved by them, which he will agree

(hail be bounded out unto every of the parties concerned,

and that the refidue may remain unto himfelf co be dif-

pofed of for his beft advantage.

"But
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"But if notwithftanding this overture from the faid

Robert Mafoii which feemeth to be fair unto us, any pf
the inhabitants of the faid province of New-Ham pfl^ire

fhall refule to agree with the agents of the faid Robert
Mafon upon the terms aforefaid, our will and pleafure

is, that the pref.dent and council of Ncw-Hanip(hire a-
forefaid for the time being (hall have power and arc here-

by impowered to interpofe and reconcile all differences if

they can that fhall or may arife between the faiJ Robert
Mafon and the faid inhabitants, but if they cannot then
we do hereby command and require the faid prefidenfand

council to fend into England fuch cafes fairely and im-
partially ftated, together with their own opinions upon
fuch cafes, that we, our heirs and fucceffors, by and with
the advice of our and their privy council may determine
therein according to equity."

I^. B. The fame (mutatis mutandis) is infertcd in Cran^

feld's commijfton.

No. XVII.
To his moft excellent majefty Charles the 2d, by the

grace of God, of England, Scotland, France and Ire-

land, king, defender of the faith, &c.
The humble addrefs and petition of the prefident and

councill of his majefty's province of New-Hampftiice,
in N. England,

Humbly Iheweth,

THAT it having pleafed your moft excellent majefty

to feperate us the inhabitants of this province from
that fhadow of your majefty's authority and government
under which wee had long found prote(5^ion, efpecially in

the late war with the barbarous natives, who (thro' di-

vine protection) proved a heavy fcourge to us, and had
certainly been the ruin of thefe poor weake plantacons,

(being few in number and otherwaies being under great

difadvantages) if our brethren and neighbours had not
out of pity and compaffion ftretched forth their helping

hand, and with their blood and treafure defended us,

our lives, and ellates ; neverthelcfs upon the receipt of
your majefty's pleafure delivered by Edward Randolph,
efq. upon the firft of January laft, dueling unto and
commanding the ere£tmg of a new government in and
over thefe four townes (the government of the Maffatu-

fctts
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letts yielding readie obedience to your majefty's com-
mands with reference to our relation formerly to themr)

altho' deeply fenfible of the difadvantages likely to accrew
to your majefty's provinces and ourfelves more efpecially,

by the multip!)ing of fmall and weake governments unfit

either for offence or defence, (the union of thefe neigh-

bour collennyes, having been more than a little inftru-

mental in our prefervation.) Weehavc'taken the oathes

prefcribed us by your majefty, and adminiftered to your
fubjects of thefe four tow nes the oath of allegiance, and
convened a general aflembly for regulating the common
affairs of the people and making of fuch laws as may be

of more peculiar ufe to ourfelves, having fpeciall regard

to the ai5ts for trade and navigation fet forth in the booke
of rates commonly printed and fold, and ifjome ohJlru£iion

Gccationedhy fuch as ?nake greate pretences of your majejiy's

favour and authority had not hindered wee might have
brought matters to a greater maturity, yet hope to perfedl

fomething by the firfl opportunity of (hipping from hence,

but feared it might be too long to defer our humble ac-

knowledgment of your majefty's grace and favour in com-
mitting the power into fuch hands as it pleafed your ma-
jcfty to nomynate, not impofing flrangers upon us, and it

much comforts us againft any pretended claimers to our foil

or any ?naldvolentfpirits which may mifreprefent us(as they

have done others) unto your majefly or honourable coun-

cill, while befide the knowne laws of the realm, and the

undoubted right of Englifh men, wee have thefavour of a

gracious prince to fly to. We do therefore moft humbly
begg the continuance ofyour majefty's royall favour and
protedion, without which wee are dayly liable to dijlurbance

if 7iot ruine.

And as in duty bound wee Ihall humbly pray, &c.
March 29, 1680.

No. XVltl.
To the kings moft excellent majeftie.

WEE the prefident and councill of your province

of NeW'Hampfliire having (according to the

royal pleafure) given an account of our alleigiance and

obfervanceof your commiffion by Mr. Jovvles in March
laft, and therefore ftiall not give you the trouble of re-

|>etition. According to your majefty's command, wee
have
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have with our general aflembly been confidering of fuch
Jaws and orders, as doe by divine favor preferve the peace

and are to the fatisfa6tion of your majelly'sgood fubjeds
here, in all which wee have had a fpeciall regard to the

ftatute book your majefty was pleafcd to honour us with,

for which together with the feale of your province, wee
returne moft humble and hearty thanks ; but fuch has
been the hurry of our neceflary occafions and fuch is the

fliortnefs of the fomcr, (the only feafon to prepare for a

long winter,) that wee have not been capeable of fitting

fo long as to frame and finifh ought that we judge worthie
to be prefented to your royal view, but fhall as in duty
bound give as fpeedy a difpatch to the affare as wee may.
In the mean time your fubjeds are at quiet under the

fhadow of your gracious prote6lion, fearing no difturhance

unkjs by fame pretended cla'imers to our foil^ whom we truft

your majefty's clemencie and equity will guard us from
injury by j and eonfidering the purchaijs of our lands frotn

the heathens the naturalproprietors thereof, and our long qui-

et poffefjion not interrupted by any legall claijne^ our defence of
it againfl the barbarous adverfary by our lives and ejlates^ wee
are encouraged that "we Jhall be maintained in our free enjoy-

ment of thefame^ without being tennants to thofewho can jhew
nofuch title thereunto. Further wee doe gratefully ac-

knowledge the marke of your princely favor in fending

us your royal effigies and imperiall armes, and lament
when wee thinke that they are (thro' the lofs of the Ihip)

mifcarried by the way. And feeing your majefty is gra-

cioufly pleafed to licence us to crave what may conduce
to the better promoting of our weal and your majefty's

authority, wee would humbly fuggeft whether the allow-

ance of appeales mentioned in the ccmmijjion may not prove

a great occafionby meanes of malignant fpirits jor the ob/iruSi-

ing ofjufiice among us. There are alfo fundry other things

that a little time and experience may more evidently dif-

cover a great convenience, in which upon the contineu-

ance of the fame liberty from your majefty wee fhall with

like humilitie prefent. Thus craving a favourable con-

ftru£lion of what is above fuggefted and praying for your
majefty's long and profperous reigne, begging alfo the

continuance of yotjr majefty's favor, out of which, if any
of our adverfarys under a pretence of loyalty or zeaie for

ypur majefty's interift ftiould endeavor to eiefl us, wee
G g hope
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hope uponjiberty granted us to fpeak for ourfelves, wee
fhall aboundantly demonftrate that wee doe truly and fm»
cerely fubfcribe.

Your majefty's moft loyally and dutiful fubjefts.

JOHN CUT T,Prefident
with the confent of the council).

Portfmouth, in the Province of

New-Hampfhire, June ii, 1680.

No. XIX.
Copy of the Mandamus by which Robert Mafon, Efq, was

admitted to a feat in the council^ Dec. 30, 1680.

Trufty and well beloved, We greet you wel.

WHEREAS we have thought it fit to take into our

fpecial care and proteftion our province of New-
Hampfhire and provide for its profperity and good gov-

ernment and the fettlement of the eftates and poffeflions

of our good fubjecfts there. And that/or the avoiding any

fuits or contentions in matters of title, and the determining

any demands which might be made by our wel beloved

fubjed Robert Mafon, Efq. as propietor under us of that

province by vertu of a grant derived from our royal

grandfather King James under the great feal of England :*

Wee have fo cempofed all matters with him that for the

time part untill the 24th dayof June i679,hefhaIlnot claim

or demand any rent, dues, or arrears whatfoever : And
for the future he, his heirs or afligns fhall receive only

fix pence in the pound yearly of every tenant by way of

quit rent, according to the true and juft yearly valu of

what is improved by any of the inhabitants ; as is more
fully exprefled in our commifllon under our great feal,

bearing date the 18th day of September in the 31ft year

of our raign. And whereas the faid Robert Mafon hath

humbly fignified to us that he is preparing to tranfport

himfelf, for the taking care Cyf his affairs and interell in

the faid province, and for the giving a fecure and legal con-

firmation of the eftates of fuch perfons as are now in pof-

fefTion but without any right or legal title to the fame.

And he being a pcrfon whom wee have eftcemed ufeful

to our fervicc, as he is chiefly concerned in the welfare

of that our province ; wee have further thought fit to

conftitute and appoint him to be one of our council there-

in, and we do hereby order and require you our prefident

and
* 'i'iiis muft mean the charter Co fh« counciJ of P/ymouch.
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and council), that immediately after his arrival you do
admit him one of our council of our province of New-
Hampfliire, he firft taking the oaths mentioned in our
faid commiffion. And we do further require you and
him, that you do betake yourfelves to fuch difcreet and
equitable ways and methods in your proceedings, agree-

ments and fettlements for the future, that there may be
no occafion of complaint to our royal perfon and autho-
rity here. We being refolved to difcountenance all fuch
as fliall wilfully or unneceflarily avoid or delay your fub-
mitting to thole determinations v^hich may be reafonably

decreed according tojuftice and good confcience. Which
you are to fignify to all our good fubje£)s within our faid

province that they may govern themfelves accordingly.

And fo we bid you heartily farewell. Given at our
court at Newmarket the firfl day of Odober 1680, in the

two and thirtieth year of our raign.

By his majefty's command,
SUNDERLAND.

To our trufty and well beloved the prefident 1

and council ofour province of New-Hamp- >

fhire in New-England. J

No. XX;
Anfwer to the claim made by Mr. Alafon to the houfes and lands

of Nevu-Hampjhire.

[In Mr. IVeare's hand writings but without date or fig^

nature, j

IT does not legally appear that Mr. Mafon can lay any

juft claime to any of the lands in New-Hampfhire,
lor what right he pretends is either derived from Capt.

Jno. Mafon, (whom he fays was his grandfather) or

from his majefty's commiffion : But prefume from neith-

er of thefe has he any right. Not from Capt. Jno.

Mafon ; for, (i) It does not legally appear that ever he

had any right to the province of New-Hamp(hire. It is

true there is a copy of a pattent or deed from the coun-

ccll of Plymouth, which he brings over without attefta-.

tion of publique notary or any other authority. Befides

in faid coppy there is not the leaft intimation of any hand

or feale to the originall, and there is two men that fwears

this is a true coppy of the originall, which plainly de-

monftrates that the originall is but a blanck ; the truth

whereof
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whereof we are the more confirmed in, becaufe "it is not

rational to imagine that Mr. Mafon would come from
England to profecute a right and not bring with him
what he had to make good his claime ; but having noth-

ing but blanck coppies, he could bring no better than he
had, which cannot be looked upon as authentique in any
court.

(2) If itfhould be fuppofed that ever Capt. Jno. Ma-
fon had a right by pattent, yet it does not appear how
Robert Tufton Mafon (as the plantifFe calls himfelf) de-

rives a title from him either as his heir, executor or ad-

miniftrator, or by deed of gift ; all that we can hear in

court is that the plantife calls himfelf Capt. Mafon's
heir.

(3) If the plantiffeor his anceftors ever had a title to

the lands he claims by pattent from the councill of Ply-

mouth, yet they have loft it by non ufe, for they never

attended the ends of granting patents by king James, of
blefTed memory, in his hynefs p,attent to the great coun-

cell of Plymouth, which was the peopling of the land,

inlargeing the king's dominions, propagating the gofpel,

converfion of the heathen the native proprietor's &c.
Now the plantife nor anceftors never planted this pro-

vince nor expended any thing upon it to the upholding

of it in peace nor war, but the prefent inhabitants did

either by themfelves or predeceflbrs, purchafe their pof-

feflions from the natives, and by their permiflion did fit

down upon the land and manured, to the vaft expence
of above 50 years time in hard labor, and expending upon
it their whole eftate. And in the late Indian war did

defend it againft theenimy to the lofs of many of their

lives and confiderable part of their eftates, without any
afliftance from Mr. Mafon who now claimes not only

what poor people have purchafed and laboured hard upon
but alfo conquered or relived from cruell attempts of
the barbarous heathen, and we conceave we were under
no obligation to run fuch adventures to make ourfelves

flaves to Mr. Mafon.

(4) It does not appear that there was a quorum of the

great councell of Plymouth to the making of Capt. Ma-
fon's deed according to the patent granted to the great

councellof Plymouth, which renders his claime unvaiide,

if
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if ever any thing in that kind was done, which we quef-

tion.

From what is faid we humbly conceave Mr. Mafon
has no right from Capt. Jno. Mafon.
And that his majeltie's commiflion does neither give

nor contirme any title to the lands claimed, we prove :

(i) We humbly conceave that his io}al maiefty who
is fo prudent a prince and fo felicitous for the peace of his

fubjed^s, would not ha\e left that matter doubtfull to his

fubjects of this province but rather have tcld us that lie

had given all the lands to A'lr. Alafon, but there is noth-

ing of gift to him in the commifTion and if kis rnajijiy h&d
(which we cannot beiieve he would) wc ihould crave the

benefit of the llatute in the i"]" oi Charles the fird, which
fays, No king and ccuncell can alienate lands but by due
courfe of law. But wee were never yet heard, and when
it comes to legal tryal wee prefume the law of pollclTions

will confirm our lands to us, feeing we have had peaceable

poflefhon 50 yeares.

[1) If his majefty had given the lands in the province

to Mr. Mafon, what can be underftood by that claufe in

the commiflion ' That in cafe the inhabitants fliall refufe

* to agree with Mr. Mafon, then the governor fliall inter-

* pole and reconcile all difi"erences if he can, but if he
'cannot then to fend the cafe, fairly ftatcdto England that

*his majefiy and privy councell might determine accord-

*ing to right ;' which wee humbly conceave puts a barr

to any legal proceedings until his majefty's mind be furth-

er known therein. 1 he inhabitants have offered their

reafons to the governor according to commiflion, which
he will not admit of, only did take of one, viz. Capt.

Stileman, and promifed to fend them to England, but \\e

can hear of no anfwer and much fear his neglect.

(3) His majefly in his commiflion fays, ' To prevent
* unreafonable demands that may be made by Mr. Mafon
' for the right he claimes,' which claime may prove good
or bad when it comes to tryall. We underfland to claime

and to have are different things.

(4) His majefty intimates in his royal cominifllon by

what title Mr. Mafcn does claime, viz. by a grant to f.is

anceflors, ' who improved and poflefled the province with
' great expence, until molefled and finally driven out ;'

but this province cannot be concluded to be the place iic

claiiijS
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claims until he make thcfe clrcumftances appear, which
we are fure he never can doe.

Now Mr. Mafon not producing any original deed for

any of the lands ot this province, nor authentique copies,

the inliabitants cannot maksany comphance with him
both becaufe we fee no right he ever had, or beheving \i

ever any was he hath mortgaged it already in England,

and fo alienated what right he had.

Although upon the former grounds we have good plea

againfl: Mr. Mafon's claime, yet we did not fee caufe to

join iffae, not only becaufe judges and jurors were not

qualified according to law, all of them being pickt for ef-

poufmg Mr. Mafon's intereft by the governor's order,

who has a mortgadge for 21 yeares from Mr. Mafon for

all the lands in the province. But alfo becaufe wee was
>A/illing to attend the methods prefcribed by his majefty

in his royal commifrioa.

No. XXI.
The anfwer of Elias Stileman to the fummons from the

honble Edward Cranfield, efq. governor of his majef-

ty's province of N. Hampfhire in N. E. in purfuance

of the method which his maje!ty hath been gratioufly

pleafed to prekribe in hiscommiffion,

Portfmo. the 15th of November, 1682.

May it pleafe your Honour.

IN obedience to your command that I fhould render a

rcafon why I refufe to pay quitrent unto Robert Ma-
fon, efq. (as he titles himfeltj for my houfe and lands, and

take deeds from him for the confirming of the fame, I

aniwer as followeth :

Tlily. Becaufe my faid land I bought and paid for.

The title unto which is fuccertlvely derived unto me
from thofe that have poflefl'^d it, without any chime for

at Icart thefe 50 yeares, upon which I have built at my
own charge without any interruption, and am in the pof-

fefhon thereof as my owne. As to what is faid in the

comilfion concerning Mr. Mafon's proprieters, with all

due fubmiiuon to his majerty, I conceive it implys rath-

er his claime than a pofitive determination of his title.

2dly. 1 humbly conceive that being in pofTefl'ion of

wliat I have bought and built upon, it refts upon the

elaimcr to make out his title (if he have any by law),

begging



APPENDIX. Xi'

begging the favour of an Engliih fubjecl therein, that it;

may be firft tryed upon the place according to the lUtute

law and the opinion of his majefty's judges in England,
and this before I am liable to pay quit-rent and take

deeds of confirmation from liim.

3dly. Should Mr. Mafon pbtaine his demands, my-
felf and the reft of the inhabitants would be undone for-

ever, for then all his granted to him which liee calls coai-

mons being out offence, whicivNct hatli been bounded
out by the feveral towns and poll'efted by them for thefe

50 yeares, and improved for the' maintainance of their

cattle both winter and fummer, and for timber and fire

wood, without which there is no liveing for us, it bein^

impofllble for us to fubfift upon that which in the com-
miftion is called gardens, orchards, if he may have the dif-

pofal of the reft.

4thly. The faid Ma(on fpeaks of many thoufands of
pounds expended upon liie place, which with fubmilhon
cannot be made out, and if it could, what then have the

poor planters expended in fo many yeares labour fince

their firft fitting downe upon it, when they found it an
howling wildernefs and vacuut/i dcmiciiium^ befides a great

cxpence of blood and eftate to defend it in the late Indian

warr, nor can they to this day make both ends meet by
all their labour and frugality, and therefore muft needs

fink under the exa6^ion of fuch a propriator.

5thly. The land which Mr. Mafon claimes as propri-

ator is the land on which fuch vaft expence hath been

hid out by his grandfather Captain John Mafon, for ihc

peopling of it and the land from whence his faid grand-

fathers fervants were violently driven out, or expeled by
the inhabitants of the MafTathufets, but upon tliis land

there was no fuch expence laid out by his grandfather

Captain John Mafon for the end aforefaid, nor is this the

land from whence any fervants of his faid grandfatiier

were fo expelled, and therefore we that are polTeiTed of

this land are not concerned in his claimc, hee hath mif-

taken iiis province and may endeavour to find it fomc
other where, for here is no fuch place.

6thly. If Mr. Mafon had a patent here, why did lie not

take poffeflion in the day thereof. If hee were in poiTcfTioa

why did he not keep it ftill : None ever drove iiim out as

he informs, had hee been once fettled he migiit lo this day
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have kept it as the reft of the inhabitants have done wltii-

out the leaft tnoliiftation, but 1 am humbly of opinion

that if he the faid Mafon or any of his ayres came hither,

they only came as many (hips did to Newfoundland and

to this countrey to make a fifhing voyadge or beaver

trade, and that being at an end departed and left their

room to the next taker.

'I'his is the fumme of what I have at prefent to an-

fwer, humbly requefting of your honour the ftating of

the cife, with your opinion thereupon to his majefty as

the commifTion directs ; and when his majefty fhall in his

wildom and juftice fee meet to order an hearing of the

matter in his courts ofjudicature upon the place before a

jury of !:ninterefted and indifferent perfons which may be
had out of the neighbouring provincq, (and pofTibly Mr.
Mafon may think not attainable in this province where-
in all perfons are concerned,) as'he hath been pleafed to

doe by that part of Mr. Mafon's claime, which lyes un-
der his majefty's government of the Maflathufets, I hope
to be able upon thefe and other grounds fo far to make
out my title as to be held unblameable before God and
man, for not complying with his demands. Or if I

fhould fee caufe to appeal to his majefty and honourable

councell that I (hall be put beyond all need of paying

iquit rent to the pretended propriator.

Thus begginge your honour's favour, I fubfcribe,

Sir, your humble fervant,

E. S.

[7 h/' t%vo preceding papers are in the hand of the honour-

able Prefident fVcare.^

No. XXII.
Copy of an order for the adminijlration of the facrameniSj ac-

cording to the mode of the church of England.

At a counccl held at Great Kland, December lo, i68j.

By the governor and councel.

Ncw-Hampih.
i' is hereby required and commanded,that all and fingu-

lar the ref[:)e6iive minifters within this province for the

time being, do from and after the lirl^ day of January
next enfuing, admit all perfons that are of fuitable years

and not vitious and fcandalous in their lives, unto the

blefled facrament of the Lord's fupper and their chil-

dren
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dren unto baptifra. And if any perfon fhall defire to
receive the facrament ot the Lord's fupper, or their chil-

dren to be baptized according to the hturgy ot the
church of England, that it be done accordingly in pur-
fuance of the Jaws of the realm of England, and his

majefty's command to the Maflachufctts government.
And if any minifter fhall refufe fo to do being thereunto
duly required he (hall incurr the penalty of the ftatutes

in that cafe made and provided, and the inhabitants are
freed from paying any duties to the faid minifter.

The aforefaid order was publiflied,

R. CHAMBERLAIN, clerk concil.

[TT'/V paper is in the council minutes
y Jecond book.'\

No. XXIII,
Copy of the information againfl Mr. Moody, 1683.

New-Hampfhire in New-England.
To Walter Barefoot, Efq. judge of the court of pleas of

the crowne, &c. now fitting at Great Illand. And
to Nathaniel Frier and Henry Green, Efqrs. afliftants.

The information of Jofeph Rayn his majefty's

attorney general for the faid province of New-Hamp-
fhire, againft: Jofliua Moody of Portfmouth in the

faid province, dark, in his faid majefty's behalfe.

THE faid Jofeph Rayn informeth, that the abovefaid

Jofliua Moody being the prefent minifter of the

towne of Portfmouth aforefaid, within the dominions of
our fovereign lord Charles the fecond, king of England,

is by the duty of his place and the laws and ftatutes of
the realme of England, (viz. the ftatute made in the fifth

andfixthof king Edward the fixth, and the flat, of thefirft

year of the raign of the late queen Elizabeth, which is

confirmed by the ftatute made in the thirteenth and four-

teenth year of the reign of our fovereign lord king Charles

the fecond) required and commanded to adminifler the

facrament of the Lord's fupper in fuch manner and forme
as is fet forth in the book of common prayer and admin-
iftration of the facraments and other rites and ceremonies

of the church of England, and fhall ufe no other manner
or forme than \% mentioned and fet forth in the faid book.

Neverthelefs the faid Jofhua Moody in contempt of'the

faid laws and ftatutes hath wilfully and obflinately refuf-

ed to adminif^er the facrament of the Lord's fupper ac-

H h cording
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cording to the manner and forme fet forth in the faid

book of common prayer, unto the honble Edward Cran-

field, efq. governor of his majefty's faid province of New-
Hampftiire, Robert Mafon, efq. proprietor, and John
Hinks, efq. of the faid province ; and doth obftinately and
willfully ufe fome other forme than is by the faid ftatutes

ordained, contrary to the forme thereof : Therefore the

faid Jofeph Rayn in behalf of our fovereign lord the king,

doth pray, That the faid Jofliua Moody being thereof

convicted according to law, may fuffer fuch penalties as

by the faid flat, are made and provided in that cafe.

No. XXIV.
Copy of a fecond information againft Moody,

New-Hampriiire in New-England.
To the honble Walter Barefoot, efq judg of the court of

pleas of the crown and other civil pleas, held at Great
Ifland, and now fitting this 6th Feb. i68|, &c.

The information of Jofeph Rayn his majefty's at-

torney general for the faid province, in his majefty's

behalf againft Joftiua Moody of Portfmouth, dark

WHEREAS the faid Joftiua Moody hath in open
court of the quarter feflions of the peace held at

Gr. Ifland aforefaid upon record, confefled and owned
before the juftices, That he hath adminiftred the facra-

ments contrary to the rites and ceremonies of the church
of England, and the form prefcribed and enjoined by the

ftatute made in the firft year of the late queen Elizabeth,

and fo ftands convicted of the faid offence before the

juftices at the faid feflions : Jofeph Rayn his majefty's

attorney general for the faid province, who profecutes for

our foverign lord the king doth (according to the ancient

law of the ftatue made in the forty fecond year of the

raign of king Edward the 3d, now in force) in his

majefty's behalf, exhibit his information to this hon. court
againft the faid Jofliua Moody, for that he having for

many years had the appearance and reputation of a min-
ifter of God's word in the faid province, being within
the king's dominions, and having wilfully and obftinate-

ly refufed to adminifter the facraments according to the
rites of the church of England, hath adminiftred the fa-

craments of baptifm and the Lord's fupper in other man-
ner and form than is appointed and commanded by the

ftatute
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ftatuteof the firft of queen Elizabeth and other ftatutes,

contrary to the form thereof and In contempt of his

majeft}''s laws : And doth pray the court's judgment and
that the faid Jofhua Moody may Riffcr the penahies by
the faid ilatute in this cafe made and provided.

No. XXV.
New-Hampfhire in New-England.

To James Sherlock, gent. prov. marfhal and IherifF of
the faid province, or his deputy.

TN his majefty's name you are hereby required forth-

f with to take and apprehend the body and perfon of

Jofhua Moody of Portfmouth in the faid province, dark,

and carry him to the prifon of Great Ifland in the faid

province ; and the prifonkeeper, Richard Abbot, is hereby

required to receive him the faid Jofhua Moody and keep

him in fafe cuftody in the faid prifon, he having been cori"

vi£ied of adminijiring thefacramentscotitrary to tke laws and
Jiatutes oj England^ and refufing to admini/ier the jacra-

ments according to thorites and ceremonies ofthe church of
England^ and the form enjoined in the faid Jiatutes. There
to remain for the fpace of fix months next enfuing, with-

out bail or mainprize. Fail not.

Dat. the 6th of Feb. i68|.

WALT. BAREFOOT, (Seal.)

PETER COFFIN, (Seal.)

HEN. GREEN, (Seal.)

HEN. ROBY, (Seal.)

Vera copia,

Tefte, Rich<io Chamberlain, CI'° P.

[I'he three preceding papers are in the Recorder's
^ffi^^'l

No. XXVI.
Copy of an orderfor raiftng money without an ajfembly,

New-Hamp.
At a counce'i held at Gr. Ifland, Feb. 14, i68|.

By the governor and councel.

WHEREAS wc have lately had intelligence by a

letter from Capt. Hook to Capt. Bartfoot one
of the councel of this his majefty's province, that he had
advice from the captain of the fort at Cafco of a fudden

rifing and onfet intended by the Indians upon the En-
glifh at the eaftward : And whereas the affembly have

been
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been lately tendered a bill for raifing a revenue for the

fortifying and defending our felves againft his majefty's

enemies, did abfolutely refufe and rejedl the fame without

giving any reafon for fo doing, or preparing any other

for defraying the charge of the public fervice. We his

majefty's governor and councel finding the pubhc trea-

fury fo empty and bare that there is not fo much money
as to pay a fingle meiTenger ; and thofe perfons that are

the fupport of the province have not eftates to fupport

themfelves in the war (if any fliould happen) without

due payment for their fervice in confideration of the pre-

mifes, by virtue of his majefty's royal commiflion bear-

jfig date the nineth of May 1 682, and alfo of his majefty's

royal inftruftions to the governor bearing date the 29th

of April 1682, have, for the raifing a revenue for fortify-

ing and defraying the necefiary charges of the govern-

ment, that there may be a magazeen of ammunition and
provifion, and of money to pay indigent fouldiers, as alfo

for fuch emergencies as a war will necefi!arily produce,

thought fit to continue, and do hereby continue all fuch

taxes and impofitions as have been formerly laid upon
the inhabitants (excepting only the rate of the penny in

the pound raifed in time of ufurpation without a general

affembly) commanding and requiring all and fingular the

conftables and colledors forthwith to perform their duty
in levying and colle£ting the fame, and paying it in to the

treafurer.

No. XXVIl.
Copy of a letterfrom the council to Governor Dongan.

Prov. of New-Hampfhire, Mar. 21, \bZ\.

Sir,

BY feveral advices we have received of a fudden rifing

intended by the Indians in thefeeaftern parts to fall

Uf-^n the Englifh, we judged it abfolutely necefiary with-

out delay to provide for the fafety and prefervation of

his majefty's fubje(?ls inhabiting this province, and to

give releef (if need be) to our neighbouring colonies.

We have therefore upon confideration of the beft means
for the fecuring of thefe provinces concluded it very ne-

cefiary to entertain'a number offouthern Indians for fol-

dicrs, who are beft acquainted with the manner of thefe

Indians flculking fight ; and this beings work of piety and
charity
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charity for preventing the effufion of chrijilan blood :

And knowing that your honor has an influence upon the

fouthern Indians our honourble governor was willing to

take the trouble upon himfelf of a journey to New-York
to treat with your honor for fending of fuch a number of

Mahiquas, or other Indians, as may be convenient to af-

fift in this fervice, and to make fuch capitulations and
agreement as to his honor fhall feem reafonable. We
doubt not your honor's readinefs in any thing that may
tend to his majefly's fervice and the fafety of his fubjeds,

having often heard a noble characfler of your honor from
our governor, whom we have intreated to prefent ou,r let-

ter with our moft humble fervice. We have committed
all matters to his honor's prudence and management
and what his honor fhall judg tit to be done we fhall fee

performed. So praying for your honor's health and
profperity, we fubfcribe ourfelves, (being his majefty's

council of New-Hampfhire)
May it pleafe your hon. your moft humble fervants.

To the HonbleCol.^
Tho.Dongan,gov-

|
ROBt. MASON",

ernor of his foyal
j

WALTER BAREFOOT,
highnefs his colony '. R. CHAMBERLAIN,
of New-York, and f ROBt. ELLIOT,
the territories there- j JOHN HINKS.
to belonging, hum-

|

bly prefent. J
^The two preceding papers are in the council's minutes^

fecond book.]

No. XXVIII.
To the king's moft excellent majefty.

The humble addrels and petition of fundry of your maj-
efty's loyal fubjeifis the freeholders and habitants of

your majefty's province of New-Hampfhire in New-
England,

[From the towne of Exeter.

Moft humbly flieweth,

THAT your petitioners predeceftbrs having under
the encouragement of your majefty's royal ancef-

tors by their letters patents to the great council of Ply-

mouth, removed themfelves and fonie of us into this re-

mote and howling wildernefs in purfuance of the glorious

ends
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ends propofed, viz. The glory of God, the enlarging his

majefty's dominions, and fpreading the gofpel among
the heathen : And in order thereunto either found the

lands "we now poffefs vacuum domicilium^ or purchafed

them of the heathen the native proprietors of the fame,

cr at lead by their allowance, approbacon or confent»

have fate downe in the peaceable pofTeflion of the fame

for the fpace of above fifty years ; hoping that as wee had

attended the ends, foe wee fliould have fhared in the pri-

viledges of thofe royal letters patents above menconed,

and thereupon did the more patiently beare and cheare-

fully graple with thofe innumerable evils and difficulties

that mufl neceffarily accompany the fettlers of new plan-

tacons, efpecially in fuch climates as thefe, befides the ca-

lamities of the late Indian warr to the lofs of many oi
our lives, and the great impoverishment of \ht furvivors.

Wee were alfo further incouraged from your majefty's

princely care in takeing us by your late commifllon un-

der your majefty's immediate goverment, and appointing

fame among ourfelves to govern us according to thofe

methods there prefcribed, being particulerly bound to

difcountenance vice and promote virtue and all good

liueing, and to keep us in a due obedience to your majef-

ty's authority and continuance of our juft libertyes and

propertyes, together with liberty of conscience in matters

of wordiipp, and all in order to our liueing in all godli-

nefs and lionefty, fearing God and honouring the king,

wiiich wee profcfs to be our dcfireto doe.

But contrariwife partly by the unreafonable demands
of our pretended proprietor Robert Mafon, efq. and part-

ly from fundry other reafons that are either effedts or

concomitants thereof wee are in a farr worfe condition

than sny other your majefty's plantacons, and reduced to

fuch confufions and extremities that neceflitate our hum-
ble application to your majefty, upon whofe clemency

and juftice only under God we depend for our releife.

Your poore diftrefted and opprefled petitioners doe

therefore moft humbly fupplicate your moft gracious ma-
jefty that you will vouchfafc to give leave unto one of

ourfelves, Mr. Nathaniel Weare, whom wee have fent

for that end to fpread before your facrcd majefty and

your moft honourable privy councell our deploreable ef-

tate, the beholding of which we doubt not will move
companion
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compafTion towards us, and your majefty's propcnfity to

juftice will incline to the ufing fuch ineancs as to your

wifdome fhall leem beft that the oppreiTed may be reliev-

ed, wronged ones righted, and we your uiajerty's almort

undone fubjetts now prollrate at your feet, may upon the

tafteing of your equity and goodnefs; be raifedand furth^*

er engaged in all humility and thankfulnefs as in duty

bound evermore heartily to pray, Sec.

Andrew Wiggin, David Robinfon,

Thomas Wiggin fcnior, Kinfley Hall,

Thomas Wiggin junior^

Robert Smart fenior,

John Young,
John Foulfham,
Edward Smyth,
Peter Foulfham,

Theophilus Durfely,

Richard Alorgen,

Samue! Lei.vitt,

John Gotten junior,

John Oilman fenior,

Edward Oilman,
Mofes Leaveitt,

Jonathan Robinfon,

Thomas Rawlins,

Bily Dudley,

James Sinkler,

Chriftian Dolhoff,

Philip Charte,

Jeremiah Low,
Ralph Hall,

Samuel Hall,

John Sinkler,

John Wadleigh,
Samuel FouHham,
Eleazer Elkins,

Ephraim Foulfliam,

Humphrey Wilfon,

Nathaniel FouKham,
Jonathan Thing.

The like petition from the town of Hampton in the

faid province f.gned by,

Nathaniel Bachiler,

John Marfton,

James Philbrick,

Jacob Browne,
Thomas Browne,
Henry Lamper,
Jonathan W^edgwoodj
Henry Moulton,

John Moulton,

Jofeph Smith,

David Wedgwood,
James Cheule,

James Perkins,

Morris Hobbs fenior,

Jofeph Moulton,
Benjamin Moulton,

Thomas Levitt,

Thomas Derborne,

John Levitt,

Henry Derborne,

Aratus Levitt,

Chriftopher Hufley,

John Tucke,

John Smith,

Thomas Page,

Philip Towle,

Jofiah Sanbourne,

William Sanbourne fenloi

Ruth Johnfon, widow,
Richard Sanbourne,
Thomas Walker,
Ifaac Oodfrey,

Humphrey
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Humphrey Perking,

David Lamprey,
Benjamin Lauyre,

William Fuller,

John Sanbourne,

Hefron Leavit,

Samuel Shuerborne,

Francis Page,

Peter Weare,
Benjamin Browne,
Thomas Philbrick,

Timothy Blake,

Jacob Perkins,

Jonathan Philbrockj

Ebenezer Perkins,

Caleb Perkins,

Jofeph Perkins,

Jofeph Dow,
The like petition from

George Hunt,
Peter Ball,

John Sherborne fenior,

Samuel Wentworth,
Sp. Lovell,

Richard Webber,
Richard Waterhoufe,

William Davell,

John Cotton,

Thomas Wacombe>
Obadiah Mors,
Niqolas Morrell,

Samuel Keais,

John Dennett,

John Tooke,
Edward Melcher,

George Lavers,

Jacob Lavers,

Calmorat Mafhawes,

John'Barfham,

John Shipivay,.

John Johnfon,

John Sherborne juniorj

John Clifford fenior^

Samuel Philbrook,

Jofeph Shaw,

John Clifford,

Benjamin Shaw,
Samuel Cogg,
Timothy Hillyard,

Anthony Stanyan,

John Stanyan,

Jofeph Sanbourne,

Ifaac Perkins,

Mofes Swett,

Jofeph Swett,

Jofeph Cafs;

Duel Clemens,
Samuel Cafs,

John Sanbourne fenior.

Port/mouth in the faid province^

figned by,

Thomas Pickerin,

John Light,

William Pitman,

James Jdnes,

William Cotton,

James Levitt,

Jethro Furbur,

Edward Ball,

Thomas Cotton,

Daniel Duggen,
Francis Jones,

John Partridge,

Robert Purinton,

Nehemiah Yartridge,

Jotham Lewis,

Anthony Brackett,

John Brackett,

A4atthias Haines,

Samuel Haines,

Samuel Haines junior,

William Fifield fenior,

Walter Neal,

Leonard Weeks,
Nathaniel
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Nathaniel Drake,

John Hunking,
Richard Jofes,

Jane Jofes,

John P'letcher,

Richard Martyn,
Ph. Sueret,

The like petition from

Job Clements,
Thomas Roberts,

Edward Allen,

William Furbur fenior,

Henry Santer,

Richard Rowes,
Anthony Nutter,

John Dam,
Williain Furbur jumot,
John Dam junior,

John Nutter,

Thomas Row,
Edward Row,
John Meadow,
Philip CheAey,

Jofeph Stephenlort,

Thomas Chefley,

Jofeph Hirineder,

Stephen Jones,
Edward Small,

Nathanael

James Hucking,
Catharias Jerlld,

Ezekiel Wentworth^
Paul Wentworth,
Gerard Gyner,
Jenkins Jones,

Jofeph Canne,
Richard Waldron,

Richard Waldron,
Ben. Hull,

John Cutt,

William Vaughan,
George JafFreys,

John Pickering,

John Buifter.

the towne of Dover, figned by>

John Winget,

John Gerifh,

William Wentworth,
John Heard,

John Roberts,

John Hall, jun.

Robert Burnum,
Saml. Burnum,
Jeremiah Burnum,
Samuel Hill,

Ralph Wormley,
William Horn,
Peter Mafon,

John Woodman feniol-j

John Woodman junior^

Jonathan Woodman,
John Davis fenior,

John Davis junior,

Jofeph Fields,

John Bickford,

Thomas Bickford,

Thomai Edgerly,

John Hill,

Charles Adams,
Sam. Adams,
William Parkinfon,

Jofeph Hill,

Nathan. Hill,

John Roberts.

[From a copy in the hands oftJx hojiourable preftdent IVean.]

li No.
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No. XXIX.

The depofition of Peter Coffin, efq. ofie of his majefty's

juftices of the peace for New-Hampfhire, being fworn,

faith,

THAT fometime in the beginning of February, A.
D. 1681, I the deponent was prefent at the houfe

of Mr. John Hincks in company with the hon Edw.
Cranfield, efq. governor of this province, where 1 heard

the faid governor fend for Mr. Wm Vaughan, and when
the faid Vaughan came the governor enquired of him
what affidavits thofe were he had that day defired to be

taicen. The faid Vaughan anfwered, thofe that con-

cerned his caufe againft Mr. Mafon. The governor

afked him who they were, he anfwered, if he might have

fummons he would bring them before his honour to be

fworn J
and then the governor brake out into a paffion

and told him, the faid Vaughan, that he was a mutinous

fellow, and afked him what he went lately to Bofton for;

the faid Vaughan anfwered he went about his bufinefs.

Then the governor faid he went to carry a mutinous pe-

tition to be fent to England by Weare, and aflced him
what veffel Weare went in ; Mr. Vaughan anfwered that

he left Weare in Bofton. Then the governor faid, that

by the next fhips after Weare was got to England and
had prefented his petition, he fliould have an account of

the perfons names that fubfcribed it returned to him, and
that it would be the beft hawl he ever had, for it would
be worth £-100 a man. The governor further faid that

the faid Vaughan was a mutinous fellow, and required of

him bonds to the good behaviour ; Mr. Vaughan anfwer-

ed he knew none of the king's laws he had broken, but

if he could be informed of his crime he' was ready to give

bonds. And that in the whole difcourfe Mr. Vaughan
demeaned himfelf with a great deal of moderation and
fubiiiiffion. Notwithftanding which the governor com-
manded a mittimws to be writ and figned the fame with
his own hand, whereupon the faid Vaughan was forth-

with committed to pi ifon. PETER COFFIN.
Peter Coffin, efq. the above named deponent, appear-

ing in the town of Kittery in the province of Maine this

27th of January 1684-5, made oath to the above written,

before me, CHARLES FROST,
Jull. of Peace.

No.
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No. XXX.
The warrant and mittimus whereby WiUlam Vaughan, E/q.

was committed to prifon,

New-Hampfliire.

To James Sherlock, gent, fherif and provcft marflial of

the faid province, or his deputy.

IN his majefty's name you are liereby required to take

and apprehend the body of William Vaughan, of

Portfmouth Efq. and carry him to the prifon af Great

Ifland ; And Richard Abbot the prifon keeper thereof, is

hereby required to receive the faid Vaughan into the

faid prifon and there keep him in fafecuftody till he fhall

give good fccurity to our fover. lord the king his heirs and

fucceffors for his the faid Vaughan's good behaviour to-

wards the fame our fover. lord the king he having refujed

tofindfecurity for his faidgood behaviour the fixth day of

February 1683. Given under my hand and feal the faid

fixth day of February !68-|.

EDWARD CRANFIELD, (L. S.)

\The two preceding papers are in the recorder's ofiice.~\

XXXI.
jf letter from William Vaughan^ Efq. containing a journal

of tranfa£lions during his imprifontnent^ &c. to Nathaniel

Weare, Efq. agent in London.

Mr. Nathaniel Wire,

S I R, Portfmouth, 4th Feb. 1681.

THESE ferves to give covert to the inclofed which

were unhappily miflaid, and fo brought to Portf-

mouth infled of beinge carried by you to London though

on the other hand you carried many papers for London
which oughte to have been at Portfmouth. There were

feverall papers in the bondle which were very impertinente

unto your bufinefs, and the tranfportinge of them very

prejudiciall to fom here, your efpecyall care aboute

them is expcded, yet may be fafely returned with you
if not transmitted by you before you returne. Wee are

now a doeinge aboute getinge evidenfes fworne, which
you ihall have a further account by the tirfte, tho' re-

tarded much by havinge no copies of them as we expell-

ed. Sinfe your departure much ado have been made,

many execucyons extended, viz. upon Mrs. Cutt, Dan-
iele, myfelf, Mr. Fletcher, Moody, Hunkins, Earle,

Pickeringes,
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Pickeringes, Booth, &c. I went to prifon but was re-

deemed with money, feverall dores ware broken open by
Mathews the marftiall's deputy, cheftes alfo and trunks

and carried out of the houfe till redeemed with money.

John Partridge and Wm Gotten are in prifon and have

been fundry daies. No pay (as fi(h, Iheep, horfes, &c.)

would be taken for their executyons, fo there bodyes

ware levied upon and there they lye. Our menifter for

refufinge to admenefter the lacrament to the gouernor

is bound over to the quarter feffions to fit tomoro, the

ifshew wee know not but fix months imprifonment

thretned. Your wife and famely well. Grete blufter at

Hampton about the petityon, fom weekelinges ware
whegled into a confefiHon and they difcovered the per-

fones that carried the petityon, who ware by juftis G. &
R. bound over to the quarter fefilons, but laft Satterday

night (en what ground know not) Mr. Greene burnte

there bonds and only tould them they mufte apere when
cold for. Charles Hilton is lately ded. As other newes
arrives fhall hand it to you by all occatyones and doe you
the like by us.

5th. Quarter feffions are come, and there Capt. Bare-
foote, Mr. Fryer, Coffin, Greene, Roby, Edgerly, were
juftices, Raines was attorny. It was brought in as a
plea of the crowne. Mr. Moody pleaded his not beinge

ordained, havinge no maintenance according to ftatute

and therefore not obliged to that worke which the ftatute

required. Befides thefe ftatutes were not made for thefe

plafes, the knowne end of there removal hither beinge

that they might enjoye liberty in thefe forrin plantatyones

which thefe could not have by vertew of the ftatutes at

home, and ware allowed to have here, efpecyally our co-

mityon grantinge liberty of contyenfe. Thefe things ware
pleded, but to no purpofe, after a ftiorte pleding and that

not withoute many interopyones and fmiles by the prag-

matticke, bufey impertenente atturny, he was comited to

the marfhall, (viz. Longe Matthews) and held in cuftody
that night tho' permitted to lodge at Capt. Stileman's.

The juftifes debated a littell, foure of them entered iheir

defente, viz. Mr. Fryer, Greene, Roby, Edgerly, but
Capt. Barefoote and Coffin ware for his condemnatyon.
Judgment of the cafe, every man's was entered by the fe-

cretary over night, but being deferred till nexte morninge
informatyon
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informatyon was given to fomebody who came in and
thretned and he£tored after fuch a rate that Greene and
Roby alfo confented as you fee by the incloled, and liee

was comited to prifon. Petyon was by him made to tlie

courte, and afterwards to the governor, that he might
ftep up at nighte to his famely and fettle matters there,

and tliat he mighte not goe into the dilmal plafe the

common prifTon. The court could not, the governor

would not of firfte, tho' in fine gave leave to the mar-
fhall to droap him at Capt. Stileman's where he is confined

to his chamber,tho' not without leave to goe downe llaircs

or into the backfide, and this was done 6th inftante. At
night I havinge moved for the takinge of evedenfes,

which was in words owned, wente to the fecietary for

fummones, intendinge to begin with Lift Haull and
Thos. Wiggcnes, hee refufed to give fummones but

firftc (1 fuppofe) mufle informc fomebodv, 1 was fent

for by the marihall, huffed andhe^^ored firangely, thret-

ned, &:c. in fine, muftegive bonds to the good behaviour;

I refu(ed, thereupon he made and figned my mitymos to

the prifon, though by the way, 1 knowenot how, was al-

fo droped at and confined to Mr. Moody's chamber,
where we have bin this two nightes very chareful together.

Poore Wadlow who was left to the governor's mercy
is com oute upon fecurity for forty pounds mony, and
your Gove for a like fomc, only Wm Partridge is to doe
it in worke, buildinge and fenfing, &c. The adtyons

goe on and are turned of hand apafe, Hvdve at a clapp,

after the ould manner. Roby though a juftis is fiill of
the jury. A new tricke is on foote, feverall of us that

ware executed upon and paid our mony the firfle fute,

are fued againe for illegal witholding poflefllon, tho' the

marlhall (who was by executyon required to give pof-

fefllon never came to demand it ;) the ifiue of which wee
know not, matters being yet dependinge.

9th.- The prifoners Vaughan and Mr. Moody ware
fetched out of prifon to plede there caCes at the courte.

Mrs. Cutt, Daniell, John Partridge and myfelf and Mr.
Moody ware fued and all cafie, but the lafie who had
fomethinge particulerly to faye, and foe he cafte A4r.

Mafon, though wee thought wee all faid enoufe to cafte

him, viz. that hee had an executyon for the land fued for

and
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and when he levied his executyon mighte have taken th©
land alfo, with many other things (enofe of wee thought)

to have turned the cafe againft him before anny indifer-

ent judges and jurors, but thus we are tretted.

But above all our menefter lyes in prifon, and a fam-
min of the word of god cominge upon us. No pub-
lic worfhip, no preachin^e of the word, what ignoranfc

profanes and mifery muft needescnfue ! By the premifes

you fee what need there is you fhould be vigoros and
fpeedy as you maye aboute your bufines to doe what
may be to the preventinge of uter ruin.

My imprifonment is a prefente flop to the getinge

what evidcnfes is needful, and it's like we fhall not make
anny further attempt here, but with what conveniente ex-

pedityon will be don what is needful and neceflary. Mr.
Martin was fued at the courte in two a6lyones, one by
Mr. Mafon for fines & forfeitures collected and received

by him as treafurer from feventy nine to eighty two,

and another aflyon by the governor for fines, &c. from
April eighty two. He is cafte in both a^tyones to the valew

of about feventy pounds, although hepleded that what hee

received was difpofed by order of the authority which made
him treafurer, and had as good comition from his mageftieas

that was in being,neither did it legally appear that eitherMr.

MafTon or the governor have anny righte to fines and for-

fetures, the kinge appointinge all publicke mony to be
difpofed or improved for the fupporte of the government

;

however it is but aflce and have, there demands in any

cafe have the force of an executyon.

loth. The fabath is come but no prechinge at the

Banke, nor anny allowed to com to us ; we had none
but the fameley with us, the pore peple wantinge for

lake of bred. Motyones have bin made that Mr. Moo-
dy may goe up and prech on the Lord's daye, tho' hee

com downe to the prifTon at night, or that naibor minift-

ers might be permitted to com and prech, or that the

peple might com downe to the priffon and here as many
as could, but nothing will doe ; an unparraleled exam-
ple amongft chriftians to have a menefter putt oute and
no other way found to fupply his plafe by one menes or

other. Mr. Frier was feverely thretncd for refufeinge to

fubfcribe Mr. Moody's comitment, but hath obtained

fairely a difmityon from all publike offices. Juftice Ed-
gerly
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gerly alfo caifhered, and bound over to the quarter kC-
fiones. It is faid that juflis Greene is much afflidied for

»vhat hee lias done, but Roby not. Peter Coffin can
fcarie Ihow his hed in anny company.*

14th. Nufe came from the fourte at Cafco that there

was greate danger of the Indyanes rilinge, which hath
occatyoned more finfe and hope it may vanifh.

15th. Good Mrs Martin was buried, being not able

to live above one faboth after the fliutting up the dores

of the fan6iuary. Somebody hath faid the imprifoninge

of the minifler is noone of his worke, hee did but con-
ftitute the courte, they did it themfelves, tho' alfo hath
faid hee would have don it himfelfe if they had not.

17th. Another fad faboth.

1 8th. Came Mr. Mafon, Barcfoote and fecretary, with
Thurton, who fwore aginrt mee a falfe oatli, of which
have inclofed a copia. Thurton faid he was fent for on
purpofe to give in his teftimony againft mee ; they wente
away, and foon after came the inclufed mittimos direct-

ed to Mr. Raines hoo is ihereff and mailhall in Mr.
Sheerlock's roome that have bin out of favor of late,

though now it is faid in favor but not in plafc againe.

Mr. Eflwicke is alfo put oute of all offis. Noote, that

when 1 wente to him for takeingc oathes, hee faid all

oathes fhould be taken before the governor and counfell^

but now could fend to juftifes to doe it. We had for

fome nightes our key taken away from the chamber dore
about 8 or 9 at nighte but have finfe left off that trade.

Sowell of Exeter is ded. Severall overtures ware made
this weeke to John Partridge and Wm Gotten by Raines
to com oute of priiTon he giveinge them three monthes
rime to provide mony or anny other currante paye, tho'

they tendered fifh, planke, &c. before they ware put in,

they refufed to accept.

24th. This fabboth our wives, children and fervants

came downe and fpente the daye with us in our cham-
ber, and wee yet here nothinge faid againi^e it.

25th.

Mr. Moody in the church records remar'is thu<; on his jnJges : " Nat
" long after Green repented and made his arknow)cdgenK-nt to the pa(i.or
*• who frankly forgave him. Robie w..s excommunicated oiitofHamp-
*' ton church for a common drur.kard and Hied excommunicate, and was
"by his friends thrown into a hole near his houle for fear of an air'-ft of
*'h's carcafe. Barefoote felt into a laiiguifhicig diftemper vvlu-rerf he
"died. Coffin was taken by the Indians (atCochecho 1689) his houi'^
" and mill burnt, himfeif not beinj; (lain but dirmlfr'"d

; the Lord giva
" him repentance, though no fjgns of it liave ist appeared.'
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25th. The marrtiall goes and levies upon John the

Greeke's (heep and cattle for the executyon, for which

hee had laine aboute three weekes in priflbn, and then

ca-ne and ordered him to goe about his bufnefle, 15 flieepe,

fundry lambes, and twp haifers fezed for fix pounds od

mony. This day al'.fo Mr. Jaftery havingc had fundery

warninges the weeke before to clere his houfe becafe Mr.

Mafibn would com and take pofleflion of it, wente never

the les to the Banke upon bufnes ; mene while came

Mr. Mafon with the marfhall and turned all his fervants

out of dores, fet another locke on the dore, and at night

when his fervants came home wett they would not fuffer

them to com in, but there lodged Matthews and Thur-

ton all nighte. Mr. Mafon faid while aboute this Worke

that he was forry Wire had no more of this nufe to car-

ry hoome with him.

The governor havinge fente to Mr. Cotton, that when

he had prepared his foule hee would com and demand

the facrament of him as hee had don at Pottfmouth al-

ready. Mr. Cotton the latter end of the Weeke before

lafte went to Bofton and has bin oute two Lord's days

alredy ; all is well with yours there, foe far as I can learn,

I cannot goe to fee elfe might have given them a vifite.

One word more aboute my bufnes. I am under im-

prifonment aboute Thurton's bufnefs, being feized by

the marfhall and comited when in pfifTon before for not

giveing bond for the good behavior, tho' nothinge charg-

ed upon me any more than before, which you well know.

I know nothing but they intend to keep mee here end-

lefsly ; it's faide I mufte paye one hundred pounds for

ftrikeinge one of the king's officers and mufte have my
name-returned .into the exchequer and mufte lye in prif-

fon til^ the mony be paid and I am difcharged from the

exchequer. The defigne you may efely fee is to ruine

mee, and how vaine my pies will be you maye efely guefle.

Tho' I have manny thinges to faie, viz. that Thurton

was ether no officer or at lefte not knowne to be fo, how-

ever not fworne, nor did I ftrike him in the hyewaye as

hee fweares, nor is there anny proofe but his owne fingle

tefhmonv, which how far it availes in fuch a cafe would

be confidered ; it s alfo worthy of inquire whether ever

that law was intended for us, here beinge no cuftoms to

be gathered, no exchequer to be applyed to, and there-

fore
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fore how thefe methods can be obfcrved is not intellega-

ble. You may efely imagcn how things will be if • am
forfed to complye with there humors. Pray confult,

confider and fee if fomethinge may not be done to putt

a i^op to fuch aibetrary profeedings> a triall on the plafe

by indifFerente unconierned judges and jurors if at lefte

there can anny fuch bee found hoo will not be torfed in-

to what fome will have done, but I fliall not need to in-

ftruiSl you ; there you have better counfell then I can

give you, and of your fedelyty to inquire and remitte by

the firfte what is needful on this account 1 doubte not.

I have given you but a tafle, wee that fee it know
more then can poflibly bee undcrftood by thofe that only

liere ; in a word, fuch is the haith of there heat and raidge

that there is no livinve for us longe in this condityon. Butt

wee hope God will bee feene in the mounte.

I (liould have inferted what fell oute after the defolv-

inge of the rebellyous afTembly, there was difcourfe of

conibbles, and infted of the freemen's chufinge as form-

erly they tooke a ftiorte and cheper courfe, and at the

quarter ie/Tions conftables were chofen and to begin with

Mr. Speker, he has tlie honner to be conftable for Portf-

moth, Capt. Gerrilh, Lt. Nutter and John Woodman
for Dover, Smith the cooper for Hampton, John Foul-

fliam at Exeter. Whether Mr. Speker (hall ferve or fine is

not yet determined. And now I am fpekinge of the

general afTembly, mufte hint? what was formerly

forgotten, vz. that they convened on the Mondaye
and the choice of the fpeker (there ould one) in words

hily approved and he complemented alamode. Then a

bill was fent them downe (of which if I can get it being

now in priflbn fhall inclofe a copia) which they talked a

littel of and then brake up for the nighte and went up
to the Banke to lodge (the tide ferving very well to goe

and com'), the report of which hily difgufted, and the

next morning the anfwer to the bill vehemently urged,

which was in fine a negative. Hereupon in a great raidge

telling them they had bin up to confult with Moody an

utter enemy to church and coman welth with much of

like nature, hee difolved them, which was don on the

Tuefday, after which he came up to the Banke and gave

order for a facrament on the next Lord's daye as you

K k have
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have herd and fince the aflembly men pricked for confta-

hies.

By the premifes you will fee how the governor is male-

inge good his word hee came for mony and mony bee will gete^

and if hee get it you know hoo muft loofe it, and how
miferable mufte ourcondityon quickly be if there be no
remedy quickly provided. Hee contrives and cutts out

worke and finds evill inftrewments to make it up, and
thefe fom among ourfelves. Tiius we are cloven by our

own limbes.

28th. Sinfe Mr. Jafiery was difpoflefled,Raines offered

him for five fhiilings per annum quit-rent to Air. Ma.^on,

hee (hould have his houfe againe, provided he would
owne iiim proprietor, but hee refufmge it is faid he fhall

never liavc it againe. The talke is that his houfe

mufte be court-houfe and prifon booth, and ftandinge

fo nere the governor it is judged futable for booth thofe

ends, that he may have the (liorter journey to courte and
the prifoners may bee alwaies under his eye.

2qth. John the Grceke havinge laine fom weekes in

priflbn upon executyon, his goods havinge bin levied up-

on (as above), was by Raines locked oute of the prifToa

and bidden to be gon, but he would not, keepes his quart-

ers ftill with the other two. This daye his goods was
fold by the marlhall and bought by Thurton.

Mr. Cotton is com home from Bofton. (jrete offence

taken here at a fermon hee preched ia Bofton on A<3s

xii. 5. iho' plefing to the hearers.

March 2d. This day Mr. Jeffery's goods ware all

turned out of dores by the Iheriff, &c. his man received

and difpofed of them. Againft Jaffery there are two
oathes taken, fingle oathes, but beinge for the king will

paffe, and orders are given for warrants to apprehend him,

he apperes not.

March 5. It is faid that they are goinge this daye to

Major Waldrone's to ferve him as they have done Mr.
Jaffery, and it's given out that the reftewill be tieted in

like manner ; the courte was adjourned yefterdaye to the

nexte month pbably that they mightc levey the execu-

tyons that are in banke before they cutt oute anny more
worke. Juftis Green feems fomethinge troubled for

fendinge the mcncfter to prilTon, and faith he will never

dee fuch a things againe, but Peter Coffin faith it is a nine

dayes
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dayes wonder. and will foone be forgotten, but others

tliink otherwife. If tliey goon thus wee are utcrly ruined,

mudegoe away or ftarve if at lefte wee be not fo confined

that we cannot goe awaye nether. I queftyon whether
annie aidge can parralell fuch aftyones.

In my lafte I fente you a letter to Sir Josiah Child
my marter, of which alfo you have another copia here-

with. My defigne is that you carry the letter yourfelt'e,

waiton him while he reades it, and if he will piefe to here

you (as I hope hee maye) that you amplyfie matters, in-

forme him what further intelligens you have and attend

his direftyon, if God move his heart to do oughte for

us. This daye the governor fente us word by the

marfhall that wee muft remove to Mr. Jafferey's houfe to

morro, which houfe is made the priiTon. Wee hope the

nufe of therifinge of the Indyans will faule tonothinge.

Ditto 5th. Thus far was fente you by waye of Barba-
dos. It followes. The governor did faie to a Salem
man that Moody might goe out of the prifon, if hee

would goe out of the provinfe, but wee here no more finle.

James Robinfon under grete rauth and in much dan-

ger only for fpeaking fomething to Thurton (of his being

a pittiful fello, &c.) while faid Thurton was adive in

turning out Mr. Jaffery's goods.

6th. Matthews and Thurton hunted for Mr. JafFcrey,

ferched in Mrs. Cutt's houfe, wente into every room a-

bove and below ftaires, ferched under her bed where Hie

lay fike in it but found him not. They carried it very

rudely and bafely in there worke. Mattiiews faid he
would caitch him or have his harte blud, but hee was not
there. Mr. Jafferey's goods were carried to the other

fide by nighte.

It is faid that our imprifonment has much [alar/ncd]

thee hoole countrey and made them more fond of ther

liberties. This nighte Matthews was beten at Merfore's

(fomfudlinge boute its like), but its made a mity thing

on, faid to be a deepe plot, deeper than Gove's managed
by ftrong beds, and abundanfe of that nature, and becaufe

theperfons conferned ware under the inflewen'eof Vaugh-
an and Moody they (hould fuffer for it, for not tcchinge

them better. Tho' wee know no more of it then you,

nor is there ought in it worth notis, but thus we are tret-

ed. The governor went up to the Banke and made grete

inquiries
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inquiries aboute it. Capt. Pickeringe and others that

ware in the fraie are bound over.

7th. They had fix pounds five (hillings ofObadia Mors
by waye of executyon. Raines was difcarded beinge put

oute of beinge ftierifFe,- &c. tho' he had his comityon un-

der the feale but the other daye. Matthews is made pro-

voft marlhali (at lefte) in his rootpe and Thurton mar-

(hall's deputy. Good burds for fuch offifes. Lord have

mercy upon us. Tiiey had alfo eighteen (hillings from
Sam. Cafe, the refte is defered, and hee has put awaye his

goods and intends to remove or goe to prifon, and fo wee
mufle all.

nth. The Indyan nufe occatyoned an order to the

truftees to get aminityon, they came down and pleded

th€ir time was up, it was faid you (hall keepe in during

my pleafure. They faid they had 410 mony of the

townes in their hands, nor could anny be raifed withoute

a general ailembly. Then laye out your owne mony or

elfe woe to you ; and this they are faine to comply with.

Hee faid and fwore that if Maflbn would not acknow-
ledge a judgement nexte courte of fix hundred pounds,

he would take all his bufnes from him and few in his

owne name. Hee fwore hee would turne out that rooge

Ellet who is as bad as ahny other.

Mr. Waldron beinge fente for by warrant to corti be-

fore the juftifes to take the conftables oath, appered be-

fore Mr. Maffon and Capt. Barefoot, but excufeinge it

and givingegood reafon was difmifled upon payinge five

pounds; but pore Capt. Barefoot was mofteferefully rut-

ted at for his labor, many oathes fwore that Waldron
fhould ether take the oath or ether take up with a goale. The
nexte daye(tho' thejullifes hoofe bufnes it is, had fairely

difmiffed him) he was convented agane, the oath tender-

ed, hee thretned with a prifibn imedyate'y, butt tould

them he new the law better than foe, then they tooke his

one bond to anfwer it at quarter feflions, and fo far of that

matter as yet. Another conftable is chofen, viz. Capt.

Pickeringe, tho' hee have as yet waved the oath, haveing

lately ferved in that phfe, and pleding his being bound to

good behaviour for that lafle fraye. He taulks much of
friggets to fcare t lie pore people.

14th. Counfeil fer and could not agree aboute raiiinge

mony, which hily provoked fomebody. They faid the

general affembly only could raife mony.
The
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The governor tou!d Mr. JafTery's negro hee mights
goe from his niafler, liee would clerehim under liand and
fele, (o thefello no more attends his mailer's confernes.

15th. This daye the fecrctary was in a grete raidge

turned out of allhisoffiies exepte fecretary to thecounleli^

(an emty name, lictel protite) ana the bookes fente for

oute of his hands. Hee is much confcrned and dejecled.

i am credible informed and vou maye beleeve it, that

the governor did in the open counfe'l yelicrdaye faye and
fware dredfully, that lie would put the provinces into the

greteft confufion and diflr.iiliyon hee could pofTibly and
tiien goe away and !eve them fee, and then the devell

take them all. Hee alfo then faid that Mr. Maflbn faid

he Duld drive them into a iecond rebcllyon, hut him-
fclfe would do it before ; and 1 wonder he has not,

fuch actings are the redy wav, but God^ hathkepte us

heither to and I hope he v^ill doe fo ftill. Hee alfo faid and
fvvore that anny perfon that fhould have any manner
of converfe W'ith us or any of our mind, he would
counte theAi h.is utter enemies and carry toward them as

fuch.

lyih. The governor havinge formerly prohibited the

prifoners from makinge (hingles wente himfelfe this day
to the priflbn and prohibited John Patridge from make-
ing ihoes, bad the marlhiall throw them into the fea.

This daye Rahies beinge not willinge to give up a

warrante that he had executed duringe the (horte time
of beinge fheriffe, was fent for by the governor, and not

apperinge, the governor came to his eham.ber and did

bete him dredfull)', and bad the marfliall carry the ro2;ue

to gaile. Hee remaines out of favour ftill. The gov-
ernor alfo went over to Capt. Hooke's and got him to

give warrants to the conftables on the other fide to ferch

all houfes for Mr Jaffery and bring him over, but tliey

found him not, nor is he yet found, tho' proclamatyon
was made at Wells courte for his fefare, tho' not yet done,

March 18. This morningc came Matthews to our
chamber and faid the governor fente him to carry mee to

prifon, where I am, where I fhll ly ; bein? put in only

for Thurton's adtyon and kepte in tho' I offered fecure-

ty to refpond it-. I thinke they have let fall the other a-

boute the good behaviour, feeinge they can make noth-

inge of it, and before my cominge in John the Grccke's

bed.
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bed, Sec. was turned out of priflun and he forfed away,

whoo would not depart before.

2ift. Mr. Martin came to difcourfe aboute the mony
lie was caQe for, which they have not yet levied upon
him, but intend to laye it upon all the ould counfell e-

qually that each maye bare his (hare ; at fame time the

governor tould Mr. Martin that hee would fend his exe-

cutyon. Said Mr. Martin, you know it is not my dew
to payethe money. No matter (laid he), / wante mo-

ny ami will have it. But I have none faid hee ; then I

will take your houfe. Hee added alfo to Mr. Martin,

that hee was a church member and he would watch him
and all fuch, and be fure to paye them of if he could

caitch them.

22d. The forreft ftorm and the hiefte tide that ever

was knowne. Many thoufands of pounds damidge in

Bofton and much here. The bridge to the Grete liland

broaken of in the middle to the grete joy of many.
24th. The governor wente to Bofton in Foxe's floop,

intendinge thenfe to New-Yorke, pretendinge to difcorfe

Colonall Dungham and bringe downe two hundred Mow-
hawkes to kill the efl:ward Indyanes. What is at the

botham or will be the ifshew God knowes. Hee had a

could trete at Bofton, ftaidd not a nighte in towne. Sinfe

his goingc we have had littel nufe worthy of your notis,

but all things have bin very quiet hethertoo.

I have not inlarged upon thefe particulers to my maf-

ter Child, but if hee will take anny notis of the thinge

and be confernd aboute it hee will then give you oppertu-

nyty of difcourfeing him. and you maye informe what is

further neetdfull.

3 1 ft. This month paffed oute and the other came in

without anny noife, unles the grete joye that was at the

Banke by Mr. Moodye's going up thether and my go-

inge onfe or twice after with our keepers, by Mr. Mafon's
permityon who prefides in the governor's abfence ; but
wee foone returned to the plafe from whenfc wee came.

April 8th. Nath. Fox who married Mrs Stileman's

dafter fent Matthews to arrefte Capt. Stileman for his

wive's portyon (tho' it was often tendred him in fuch

paye as the courte ordered it, but hee would have it in

inony.) Capt. Stileman gave his own houfe and all

thar was in it for fecurety to anfwer the a(51yon,but Mat-
thews
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thews brlnginge Thurton with him at his inrtegatyon,

who was tcrrebly inlblente, they arcjicd the wojnan Mrs
Stileman and carried her to prifj'on with inuch vioknfe and

courfc ufadge^ thoi' her hufband had given fecurety. Sliec

was carried in the evening. Capt. Stileman wrote to

Mr. Mafon, he proterted againft it and wrote to the mar-
Ihall, it would not doe. He wente againc and Mr. Maflon
wroote againe, but no purpofe^ they kept her there till the

nexte morning ; a thinge not to be pnralled in the P^nglifli

nation ! Complainte hath bin made but no remedy.
Abbot beinge up at the Banke with mee, Thurton tooke

the key of the priffon, and when Abbot came would not

permitt him to goe in, but turned him awave. Brave

doings ! No tunge can tell tlie horrible imperyoulnefs

and domanereinge carridge of that wretch. The nexte

morninge Mr. MafTon (much a doe) got Airs Stileman

oute and thegaillor into his plafe againe.

Air. AlafTon gave leve for anny minifter to com and
pretch at the Banke, fo that we got Air. Phillops for two
Lord's dayes,viz. 13th and 20th, haveing bin nir.e Lord's

dayes without a fermone.

April 14th. C-ameH. Greene to Air. Aloody's chamber
and made a confeffion of his faulte and begged his pardon
for putting him in prifon, and faid hee would get him oute

at quarter fefliones, &c. Good words, butt .

Capt. Barefoote went to the priffon and touid John Part-

ridge that if hee would give an order to allow fo much as

his charges came to oute of what the provines owed him
aboute Gove, for the fouldyers, &c. hee fhould come
oute of priffon, and they would paye him the remainder,

the hoole beinge aboute thurty pounds, but hee was not

forward lefte hee fhould in fo doinge quitt them of falfe

impriffoninge him ; but if they would doe it themfelves

flop fo they mighte. Nothing is done in it.

1 5th. Matthews and Thurton ware fente to Hamton to

levie executyones and ferve attatchmcnts and warne ju-

reymen for the courte in May.
They arreiled feaven, amonge which Capten Shour-

borne one, warned the ould jureymen, executed upon
Wm Sanbornc, tooke foure oxen which ware redeemed
by monv, drove away feven cowes from Nath. Batchelor,

wente to your houfe, met your {on Peter gcinge with his

foure oxen into the words, commanded him to turn the

oxen
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oxenhoome, he would not ; they curfed, fwore, drew upon
him, thretned to run him through, bette him, but hee did

not ftrike againe. They came to your houfe, ware ihutt

oute, your wife ferefully feared for fere of her fon who
was oute with them. At length fhee lett them in, laid

three pounds on the table which they tooke and then le-

vied on feverall young cattel but relefed and lefte them.
Your fon came hether to advife, but complaininge is

bootlefs, fuch a difmal cafe are wee in. They tookc a-

v/aye two bedds from ould Perkins, but his fon offered

his pcrfon and they tooke it and quitted the other ; what
more they did there wee as yet here not.

Capt. Gerifh, John Woodman, Liften. Nutter and
Nath. Batchelor are fworne conftables.

17th. I went to Mr. A-laflbn at Capt, Barefoote's houfe

2nd had feversll witnefles with mee, and defired him to

take depofityones that Imighte fend themhoome, aboute
my caie and the rcrte of the cafes, butt hee refufed. The
governor had putt mee in priflbn v^hen I afked him, and
now in his abfents the deputy governor den?es to grant

them. I hope this will be matter of jufte complainte,

that we fnould be hindered from appl^^nge to his ma-
jsfty for relefe under our opprefiiones. You will have ev-

edenfe of his denial fentc home, fworne before fom of
the Baye mageftrates ; wee can doe no more unles the

Baye /hould aflifte us, whiclv they are loath to doe and
wee are loth to putt them upon as matters are furcom-
ftaafed with thein ; but wee thinke it (hould be taken ve-

ry hainoufly by all that love juftis and willinge to adme-
neller it, that his majcftics fubjccfs fhould bee thus treat-

ed. Surely they are al^raid or alhamed of there aftyones

(and they maye be boath) elfe they would not be (o (hye

of having them knowne.
This is what offers licre, what moore neidfull coz

Waldron will advife from Boftcn. With dew refpei^s

jemaine,

Your afilired friend and fervant-

For Mr. Nath. Wire, in London.
A difcourfe with the governor aboute my imprifonment,

May 84. [Subjoined to the foregoing letter.
'\

AT a felfiones held the 6th May, 1684, I was denied

counfell, and to have witnelfes fworne. Mr. Waldron,
Captain Stileman and Captain Frofte were prefented.

loth.
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lOth. The governor was with me in prifon. Mr.

Chamberlin, Mr. Hink.es and Mr, Sherloake with him.

The governor profered mee (that whereas I was tined

by the juftices in Thurton's cafe, that 1 might thinke

they had not done mee rite) fhat if I would profecute it

(giveing fecurety fo to doe,) in the king's bench at VVeft-

minfter, the exchequer, or before kinge and counfcll, I

Ihould ; though by his comityon liee could not do it.

My anfer was, unles I could have fecurety given mee
that in cafe I (hould recover, 1 might have my charge and

damidge made mee good, it would be of no benefit to

mee. He faid there was no refon for that, becafe it was

for the kinge ; though it was his becafe Mr. Mafon had

refignd up to the kinge all fines and foriiturcs and the

kinge had given it to him. But he faid if I would dcpo-

fite a valuable fom hee would doe the like and would

give bond, and have it tried as abovefaid. My anfwer

was I thoughte the forty pounds was enofe and that I

expeded executyon would com oute at the time, and

Ihould endevour by the time to provide enofe for it, but

withal tould the governor it was at his liberty to remit it

if he pleafed by vertue of his comityon.

Allfo for my beinge in prifon for not giveing bond for

my good behaviour, when the feffiones came 1 was not
broughte to my triall for that, but remanded to prifibii

again.

At ditto time the governor tould mee hee had put me
in priffon on that account, and hee would abide by it till

I would give two hundred pound bound. My anfcr

was I had rather ly in prilTon then give bond to tempt
fuch a felloas Thurton, (or fuch others) that had Iworne
againfte me alredy, and falfly, and judged it might be no
fcruple to him to doe the like again. And withal tould
him that if his honner plefed to let mee oute of priffon, I

would ingaidge myfelf by bond to live oute of the pro-
vines, though that would be very detrementall «o my
conferns and by that I hoped he would have n® thoughts
cf my mifbehaveinge myfelfe, that would be detrementall
to the kinges governmente here or himfelf. Not that I

fcrupled giveinge bond for my good behaviour, though
not accufed for anny thinge but for layeing a temptatyon
to fom bafe minded perfon or perfons to forfwarc tbem-
felves, as one had done before in another cafe relateingc

to me. L

I

r.lay"^
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May I2th. Was informed that whereas Thurton had

a comityon to be prilTon keeper, (and wkhal had vapor-

ed and faid the prilfon was to good for Vaughan, and
the roonri that hee had fited up did intend to keepe it

himfclte and that V. Ihould take his quarters where he
would afTigne it, and that the prifoners (hould not be

waited on as Abbot had done, for he would keep them
looked up, only com morninge and eveninge) lofle his

poaket booke wherein was his comityon and fiindry pa-

pors of confernment.

A'. B. The original of this letter and journal is in the

hands oj the Honorabk Frcfident Weare.

No. XXXIL
Copy ofa letterfrom the governor and council to the lords of

trade. [Council records.

2

Province of New Hampfhire, May 23, 1684,
May it pleafe your lordihips,

SINCE Robert Wadiy is returned from England hav-

ing lately had an appeal difmilTed by the council board,

by taking advantage of Mr. Randolph's abfence, Vv'ho

w3s atturney for the parties, he hath put the people of

this province into fuch a ferment and -diforder that it is

not poffible to put his majefty's commands in execucon

or any ways govern them. And tho' notwithftanding

in obedience to your lordH^iips commands we have called

an aflembly (a copy of the proclamation for that pur-

pofe "being herein inclofed) we cannot think it prudent or

late to let them fit ; they being of the fame ill humour or

worfe as when Gove went into arms, his dcfign being

hatch'd at the time the afl'embly fate. And it looks more
like a defign, they having thofe four condables into the

iflembly that the kings peace may not be prcferved (the

whole number of the aflembly being eleven :) lliis

Wadly being formerly an afiembly man and hath three fons

condemned in Gove's rebellion (andhimfelf now chofen

again) the oldell of them I have pardoned, one of them
is dead and tiie other I keep in prifon till 1 receive your

crdihips furrb.er order, all the other ofix-nders being par-

doned. AInjor VValdron's fun is conftantly of the alfcm-

b'y and fpeaker (this being the third that hath been call-

ed) 1 with his majeAies clemency do not caufe fome great

ir.ifchicf to be dene here. They have never given two

pence*
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pence* to the fupport of the government and tint very

rate that was made in the time of prefident Cutt and
Waldron we have according to his majeflies royal com-
niifTion continued ; but do not iliink. it fafe to publidi it,

unlefle we had lirength to countenance our proceedings*

This we conceived our duty to inform your lord(hips,

and are,

May itypleafc your lordfnips,

Your mod humble and mofi; obedient fervants.

The appllants claim by
"i

grant from Mr. Ma-
Ion ; and as for Wad

-

Jev he iiath been thefe

EDW. CRANFIELD,
ROBt. MASON,
WALT. BAREFOOT,

fixteen dayes in the > R. -CHAMBERLAIN,
JOHN HINKS,

JA A4ES SHERLOCK.
countrye, and tho' I

have heard much of

him, 1 have not yet

feen him.

To the right honblc. the lords of the comittee

of trade and plantacon, at Whitehall.

No. XXXHL
Copy of a Iciierfrom Cranfiild to Sir Leoline yenkujs of the

fame date. (Council Rceords.)

Mav it pleafe your honour,WE humbly beg after your honour hath perufed

this letter to the lords of the council, you would

be pleafed to lay it before their lorddiips and defire their

Jordihips to come to fome fpeedy refolution ; tor it is no
longer in my power to promote the honour and interefl:

of his majefty here, without a fmall fregate to fecond his

majefty's broad feal and other his royal conimands. As
10 the pirates your honour may be affured that myfelf

and the council will punifr, tliem according to (heir de-

merits, if they fhall at any time happen to come within

this jurisdiclion ; and carefully obey all other commands
which (hall be fent unto.

May it pleafe your honour, your honour's mofl hum-
ble and moft obedient fervant,

EDW. CRANFIELD.
T mofl humbly befeech vour honour by the firfi: oppor-

tunity, to fend the king's letter to give me liberty to go
off

* The firft afTembly voteri two Imndre.l pinfl.-'e to 'o- g'^vernoT, bir. ic i$

rutcertalji lie receded k though ue c.>ii(ciir.eJ vo tlie dt\,
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off to Jamaica or Barbadoes for my health; finding fo

great a weaknefs in my legs, which indirpofition hath bin

contracted by the feverity of the cold.

To the Right Honourable Sir Leollne Jenkins one of?

his majefty's principal fecretaries of ftate at Whitehall. 3

[ T be iivo preceding papers are in the council minutes id Book. J

No. XXXIV.
Copy of .Mr. lVcaye''s firji complaint again/i Cranfield.

To the king's moft excellent majcfty and the lords of his

moft honourable privy councill.

r
I
'HHE humble reprefeniation of Nathanael Weare,

^ inhabitant and planter in your majefly's province

of Nevv-FIampihire in New-England in America, on be-

half of himfelf and other your majefty's loyal fubjeds,

inhabitants and planters there, whofe names are fubfcrib-

ed to the four annexed petitions, as follows

:

I. That tiic hon. Edward Cranfield, Efq. your majef-

ty's governor of the faid province, upon his firft entrance

on that government, in order to the enlargement of his

power as governor there beyond the juft bourids and lim-

its your majerty was by your royal commiflion pleafed to

feti him, and to engrofs the whole power ot erefling

courts, with all neceffary fees, powers and authorityes

thereto into his owne hands, exclufive of the general af-

feinbly there. The faid Mr. Cranfield at the firft general

aiTcmbly there, when the words of his commiflion ranne,
" And wee doe hereby give and grant unto you full pow-
'' er and authority to ereit or conftitute and eftablifli fuch
" and {ot many courts of judicature and publique juftice

" within the faid province and plantacon within your
*' government, as you and they fhall think fit and necefia-

" ry tor the hearing and determining of all caufes, as well
••' Liiminall as civill, according to law and equity, and for

" awarding execucon thereupon, with all reafonable and
" ncceiiary powers, authorityes, fees and priviledges be-
" lunging unto them," caufed his commiflion to be entred

in the councill bookes there and delivered a copy thereof

to the general aflembly without the words \^and they].,

sCiirmiiig tiiofe words to have been put in by miflake of
ilic clerk in epgrofllng the commiflion ; whereby the faid

Mr. Cranfield lias enhanced the fees upon tryals there

to his own advantage, as will appeare in one of the articles

following.

2. Althoujr.h
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1. Although your majeily has been gratloully pleafed

by your faid commiinon to interpofe between the inhabi-

tants of the faid collony and Mr. Robt. Mafon, pretended

proprietor thereof, and to direft,

' That on non-agreement between thofe inhabitants

and Mr. Mafon, the faid Mr. Crantield (hould interpofc,

who if he couid not end the differences between, was by

the faid commifiion dire6^ed to tranfmittto England fuch

cafes impartially ilated, with his opinion and reafons on
the fame, that your majclly with advice of your privy

councill might heare and determine the fame.' 'iliat

neverthelefs the faid Mr. Cranfield, inftead of keeping

himfelf indifferent between the contending parties Mr.
Mafon and the faid inhabitants, hath by purchase or

mortgage from A'lr. Mafon made himfelf owner of the

province : And the better to come by what he hath foe

purchafed, he hath under colour of the authority of your

majefty's commiffion made courts, whereof both judges

and jurors have agreed with Mafon for their own lands,

and fome of them liave taken grants from Alafon of oth-

er m.ens lands. That neverthelefs this jury is continued

from month to month and kept for this fervice.

That Mr. Mafon has cafl: forty perfons on fuit by that

jury, the court rejecting all pleas, and though the verdict

be given for Mr. Mafon according to your majefly's roy-

al commiffion (which dire£is as before) and thejudgement
entered accordingly, yet upon the execucon the inhabitants

are turned out of their lands and houfes, as it hath fared

with Wm. Vaughan and others, and deprived ot all fub-

fiftance.

3. That the charge of every a«51ion is raifed from 20s.

to 61. which is exadted in money, and though goods ten-

dered (asufual) the perfons are imprifoned for want of

money in kind, and Mr. Cranfield himfelf takes of

the 61.

4. That the faid Mr. Cranfield un^er colour of trying

aftions, has by fetting the fees foe extracrciinnry, forced

feveiall to quitt their claimes for want of money 10 carry

on the fuite.

5. That the faid governor taking upon hiimfclf the

power of priceing money not cntrui^ed with him by his

commiffion, hatli againft the agreement of the general

affembly, by advice of his council!, ordered pitces of
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eight liowever wanting in their weight to pafs for 6

Ihiilings.

6. That the faitl governor, without good and lawful

caufe, hath taken up^io him to commit feveral men to

prifon, particularly VVm. Vaughan, until bonds given

for their appearances and good behaviour, when noth-

ing further objedied to them.

7. That the faid governor and his council took upon
them to make laws and put them in execution without

ihe general afiembly.

8. Ihat to prove the articles above againfl: Mr. Cran-

iield, the complainants have fuccefslefsly endeavoured to

procure warrants or fummons from the fecretary to

fumon tlieir witneiTes to be fworne (which cannot otiier-

wife be foe) the feeking of fuch fummons has occafioned

being bound to the good behaviour, foe as the complain-

ing of a wrong done one does, under Mr. Cranfield's

management, but draw 3 new puni(]"jment on the afflitSt-

C(l, but noe manner of redrefs.

All which the faid Nath. Weare humbly lays at your

majcHy's feet, imploring your majefty's prefent heareing

what your petitioner is able to make out of the premifes,

and ordering foine comniiifion to examine the truth of

the refidue of the faid allegacons (llnce your majefty's

governor on the place will not admit of fuch evidence.^

That -<.in the return thereof your majefty's fubjects in

that province may find fuch relcife as to your princely

vifedom ftiall feeme meete.

And that in the mean time Mr. Cranfield be admon-
ifncd not to exceed tlie bounds of his commiffion.

And your petitioner fhall ever pray, &c.

No. XXXV
Attthe court at Hampton court.

This nth day of July, 1684.

By the king's moft excellent majefty and the lords of his

niajefty's moft honourable privy councell.

UPON reading this day at tiic board the peticon and

complaint of Nathaniel Weare, inhabitant and
pidiiter in his majefty's province of New-Hamp(hiie in

New-Knglani! in America, in behnlfe of Iiinifelfe and o-

tliers his majefty's loyall fuhje.MS and inliabitnnts and plan-

ters thcre/whofe names are lubfciibed to the tower peticotii

thereto
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thereto annext againft Edward Craiiiield efq. Ills majcf-

ty's governor thereof
;

His majerty was pleafed to order that the faid peticon

and co:nplaint be, and they are hereby referred to the right

honourable the lords comittees of this board for trade

and foreigne plantacons, who are to confidcr thereof and
to report to his majefty att this board their opinion there-

upon, and then his majefty will declare his furiiicr plea-

fure.

Philip Lloyd.

A true copple.

[The two preceding papers are in ihe hands of the Hov.ozir-

able Prefidcnt IKare.]

No. XXXVI.
Letter from the lords of trade to Go'vermr Cra>'f.e!d.

AFTER our hearty commendations to you. His

majefty having received the petitions and complaints

of divers of his fuhjects inhabitenceanJ planters ot New-
Hampfhier againft you for certine irreguler procedinges

alleged by them to bee had by you in the execution of

your commilTion and adminilVaticn of juftice : and it

being ordered iii councell that the faid petitions and com-
plaintes bee examined and concidcred by us thai wee may
report to his majefty our opinions, to the end his majefty 's

further pleafuer may be fignilied thereupon. ^Vee have

therefore herwith fent unto you copies of the faid peti-

tions and reprefentations that you tnay return your par-

ticular anfwer thereunto with all fpeed, and that wee may
the better diftinguilh the truth of what is aleaged or com-
plained -of, and of fuch defence as you fhall be able to

make. Wee doe think litt that all perfons whatfoever,

ha/e free libertye to depofe upon oath what they know^
and to take copies of all records in thefe or any other ca.

fes relating to yourfelfe or the faide province, and that

the faid depoiitions bee taken in wrightinge by any mem-
ber of the councell or juftice of the peace in that collony)

•whome you are duly to authorize thereunto, and as we
cannot beleve that you will put i^ny rcftridlion or difcour-

agement whatfoever upon the takinge and tranfmittinge

of all neceftary proofs and records, attefted by the proper

officers for the clearinge of truth in the matters complain-

ed ofj foe we thinke it rcquifite that copies of all affidave*

bee
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bee interchangeably delivered, to each party concerned

as foon as they (hall be taken, and fo not doubtinge of

your complyance herein wee bid you hartyly farewell.

From the councell chamber in Whitehall this 23d
day ofJuly 1684. Your very loveing friends

Radnor. Guilford. C S. Halifax, C. P. S.

Craven. Rochefter. Ernie. Godolphjn.
L. Jenkins.

To our very lovinge friend Edward Cran-

field efq. lieutenant governor and commander
in chief of his m.ajefty's province of New-
Kampfhier in New-England.

A true copy,

William Blathwayt*

[This paper is in the council minutes 2d booL]

No. XXXVII.
At the court at Whitehall the 8th of April), 1685.

By the king's moft excellent majefty and the lords of his

majefty's mod: honourable privy council].

UPON reading a report from the right honourable
the lords of the comittee of trade and plantacons

in the words following :

May it pJeafe your majefty^

Having received an order in council dated the iith of

July laft, upon the petition and complaint of Nathanael
Wear, inhabitant of your majefty's province of New-
Hampftiire in New-England, in the behalfe of himfelfe

and others your majefty's fubjeds and planters there, a-

gainft Edward Crantield, Efq. your majefty's governor

of that province, whereby wee were direded to report our
opinions upon the faid complaint. Wee did accordingly

tranfmit a copy thereof to the faid Edward Cranfield, and
upon receiving his anfwer, and hearing what the com-
plainants could allcage and make out againft him ; Wee
find that the faid Edward Cranfield has not purfued his

in(lru6i:ions in reference to the propriety of foile which
Robert Mafon, Efq. claims in that province, inaftnuch

as the faid Edward Cranfield by his inftru6lions is di-

recfied that in cafe the inhabitants of New-Hampfnire
Ihould refufe to agree with the laid Mafon, he fhouid in-

terpofe and endeavour to reconcile all differences, which
if he could not bring to effeil he was then to fend into

England
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England fuch cafes fairly and impartially ftated, togethcf

with his opinion, for your majefties detcrininacon ; where-i

as inftead thereof he has caufed courts to be held in New-
Hampfliire, and permitted titles of land to be decided

there, and unreafonable cofts to be allovv'd, without firft

reprefenting the particular cafes to your majefiie. As to

the complaint of his having raifcd the value of coines a-

gainft the laws of the aflcmbly there, wee are mofl hum-
bly of opinion that although it be your m9Jeily's undoubt-

ed prerogative to fet and determine the price and value of
Coynes within your dominions, yet your majefty's gover-

nor ought not to have made any alterations therein with-

out having received your majefty's fpeciall dirciftions.

All which wee humbly propofe may be (ignificd to him
by your majefty's order, and that the differences depend-

ing between the faid. Robert Mafon and planters in that

part of New-Hampfliire may be at length deci^ied. Wc
further offer that William Vaughan, one of the complay-
nants attending this board, may have opportunity allow-

ed him of appealing to your majellie within a fortnight

from all verdid^s and judgements given in New-Hamp*
fhire in his private cafe, upon hearing whereof and by
the relation it has with others your majefty will be belt

able to judge of the right and title of the faid Robert
Mafon to that part of the province of New-Hamplhire
afdrefaid, and upon bringing the faid appeale that all

proceedings at law relating to the faid title may fortliwith

ceafe until your majefty's further pleafure be kiiowne.

All which is neverthelefs moft humbly fubmitted.

ROCHESTER, ARLINGTON,
HALIFAX, P. OXFORD,
CLARENDON,C.P.S. CHESTERFIELD.
BEAUFORT,

Council Chamber, 27 March, 16S5.

His majeftie in councill was gracioufly plcafed to ap-

prove of the faid report, and to order that his majeftv's

pleafure therein be fignilied to Mr. Cranfield accordmgly.

It was alfoe ordered that Mr. William Vaughan be al-

lowed to appeale to his majeftie within a fortnight from
alt verdiiSts and judgements given in his private cafe in

New-Hamplhire, according to the faid report.

A true copy, WM. BRIDGEMAN.
[The preceding pat>er is in the .baiJ: cf the hen. Pre-

flJ-ut ir-.are.]
'

No.
M m
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No. XXXV III.

AFTER our hearty comendations unto you, we have

ill obedience to his majefty's comands, received

and examined your anfwerto the complaint of Nathaniel

Wear, inhabitant of his faid province of New-Hamp{hire,

In behalfe of himfelfe and others his majefty's fubje£ts

and planters there, and having likewife heard what the

faid Wear could bring in evidence of the faid complaints,

and thereupon reported our opinions to his majefty. Wee
are comanded hereby to fignifie unto you, that you have

not purfued your inrtru£tions in reference to the proprie-

ty of the foyle which Robert Adafon, Efq. claymes in the

province of New-Hampfhire inafmuch as you were di-

recced that in cafe the inhabitants of New-Hampfhire

Ihould refufe to agree with the faid Mafon you fhould

interpofe, and endeavour to reconcile all difFerances, which

if you could not bring to effe£l, you were then to fend to

his majefty fuch cafes fairely and impartially ftated, to-

gether with your opinion, for his majefty's determination ;

in ftead whereof you have caufed courts to be held in

New-Hampfhire, and permitted titles of land to be de-

cided there, and unreafcnable cofts to be allowed, without

firft reprefenting the perticuler cales to his majefty. And
yet although it be his majefty's undoubted prerogative to

fet and determine the price and vallew of coyne with in

his majefty's dominions, you have not done well in di-

refting any alterations therein without his majefty's fpe-

ciall order : In both which you have been wanting in

vour duty to his majefty. But that the chiefe occafion of

difpute that province may be removed, we are farther di-

redled toacquint vou that as to thedifferances depending

between the faid Robt. Mafon and the planters, his ma-
jefty hath been gracioufty pleafed by his order in council!,

dat. the 8th of this inftant Aprill, to permit William

Vaughan, one of the complainants attending this board,

to appea'e to his mnjefty with in a fortnight from the date

of the faid order from all the verdicts and judgements

given in New-Hampftiire in his private cafe, upon hear-

ing whereof, and bv the relation it has with others, his

majefty will be beft able to judge of the right and title of

the
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the laid Robt. Mafon to that part of tlie province of

New-Hamplhire : And h,s inajeity doth likewife thinke

fit that upon bringing the fjid appeale by the faid W^il-

liam Vaughan, all proceedings at law relating to the laid

title doe forth with ceafe until his majefly's pieafure be

known. Whereof you arc to take notiee and to govern

your felfe accordingly. And fo we bid you very heartily

farewell. From the councill chamber at \VJutch3ll, the

29th day of A prill, 1685. Your loving friends,

(Signed.) W. Cant. BiidL^vvater,

Guilford, C. S. Cheikrheld,

Rochefler, Sunderland,

Halifax, P. Craven,

Clarindine, C. P. S. Aylefbery,

Beaufort, Tviidleton,

Lindlhy, Godolphan,
Arlington, J. Ernie,

Hunington, Geo. Jafireys.

Direfled to our loving friend Edw. Cran-

tield, Efq. lieut. governor and comander
in chiefe of his majefty's province of

New-Hamplhire in N. England.

No. XXXIX.
AFTER our hearty coinendation : His majerty hat!\

received the petition and appeale of Wm. Vaughan,
inb.abitant of New-Hampfliire, from feverall verdidsand
judgments given againlt him in that province, which be-

ing refered to us by his majefty's order in councill of the

29th of Aprill laft, that we Ihould examine the allega-

tions thereof, and make report of the fame, with our

opinion thereupon, wee have accordingly appointed to

heare all parties concerned in the feverall cafes therein

contained, on the hrft Tuefday after mid-fummer day

which iliall be in the yeare i685 : To which end we here-

with fend you a coppie of the faid petition and appeale,

which you are to communicate unto Robt. Mafon, efq.

and to all others whome it may concern, who are to take

notice thereof, and to give their attendance at that time

either by themfelves or by their agents fufficiently Impow-
ered by them, to anfwer the faid appeale, and to fubmit

tofuchjudgment hereupon asto his inajefty in councill fhall

be thought litt. And you are likewife to permit all per-

fons
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Urns to have free accefie to, and take copples of all re-

cords with in that province relating to the matters in dif-

piite, and to depofe upon oith what they know concern-

ing the fame, which depofitions are to be taken in writ-

ing by any of the members of the council or juftices of the

peace in that province, without any hindrance or difcou-

ragment whatfoever, in order to be tranfmitted unto us,

for the clearing of truth in thatappeale. And fo we bid

you heartily farewell. From the council! chamber in

Whitehall, the 22d day of May 1685.

Your loving friends,

Gilford, C. S. Rochefler,

Halifax, Pr. Clarindine, C. P. S.

Ormond, Sunderland.

X-ieut. gou. of New-Hampfhirc, or com- ?

ander in chiefe for the time being. 3

['The tivo prece^ling papers are in the-pojjejjion efjohn Pen-

hallow. Efq:dre.'\

No. XL.
To tlie king's moft excellent majeHy.

The iiumble petition and addrefs of your majerty's duti-

ful and loyal fubjedis inhabiting in the province of

New-Hampfhire in New-England. [1^85.]

MofI humbly (heweth,

THAT your majefty's loyal fubje£^s of this province,

had for more than fifty years been peaceably pof-

felied of the lands lately challenged by Mr. Mafon, and

having found the fame an utter defert and forell land,

with excctfive coft and hard labour reduced the fame to

a tollerable fupport of our felves and familyes and lately

maintained the fame with a vaft expence of our eftates

and lives agiinfb the incurfions of a barbarous enemy who
had otberwife reduced the fame to utter confufion.

That upon his late majefty's declaration and order for

the fettleinent and government of this province, wee ac-

counted ourfelves happy for that therein we were by his

faid majefty's princely grace and favour, faved from theun-

reafonable demands which Mr. Mafon might have made
upon us, by the limitations in tlie commilfion for gov-

ernment, wherein it was provided that the faid prefident

or governor for the time being, fliould ufe all methods by

his good advice to fettle and quiet the people in the matter

of Mr. Mafon's title, or otherwife impartially to ftate the

cafe
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cafe and report the fame to liis mr^jeriy, that n finall (jc-

termination might thcicupon liave been made bv his n.n-

jefty m counccU, wl^ich if it had been duely attended had

we doubt not long Tmce by )our mnjefty's judice and fa-

vour putt U5 into an happy ellate ot quiet and repofe.

That notwithftanding his faid majelly's command and

limitation, the faid Mr. Mafon hath been allowed to pur-

fue many of the inhabitants, in fcvcral fuites and a.^tion'^,

vvhere'.n the governmcm have taken to themfclves power

of an abfolute judgment without any regard had to the

faid commands and limitations, and with t)iat cxccfs and

rigor as to afTignc the faid Mr. Mafon fometimes tciin

pounds, other times twenty pounds com, when datr.ages

have been fometimes not above two fnillings, very feldoin

ten according to the orders and limitations abovefaid.

That the faid A'lr. Mafon beyond and befide the faid

quit rents, and directly againfi: liis majefty's order in the

faid commKhon, wherein the tennure of improved land.s

is afTurcd to the ter-tenants upon payment of the faid

quitt rent, or otherwife as his majelty in council) fnculd

determine, hath difpcled or given away the tee to ft-veral

perfons of feveral lands which were longe before his cnaL
lenge fenced and improved by others, to the great dam-
age and injury of his majedy's good fubjc'^s, befide many
other irregularities in the management of the government,
to the greate opprefllon and deflruclion of trade wirhin

your majefty's province, and the utter impoverifninfi;

thereof.

That for the lari: two yeare's and upward cureing f'le

whole management of Mr. A'lafon's fuits at law againCc

your majefty's fubjecfs, there hath been generally one jur

ry returned to fervc all the faid ifllies with little altera-

tions and almoft conitantiy one foreman, (who for th.at

end wee are apt to feare) was early complied wirii by Mr.
Alafon for all the lands in his owne polTelTjon formerly,

with addition of feveral other lands to his owne profntr.

That notwithflanding your majePiy's late gracious or-

der, and inhibiting of any fartiier procedure m tiic cafe

of Mr. Mafon's title, until thecaufe were brought before

your majeliy in council, Mr. Walter Barcfoote who was

^eft deputy governor, hath fincc the arrival of your mar
jefty's commands permitted executions lo be extended,

and perfons tliereupon imprifoncd in caufcs concerning

tliC
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the faid Mafons title, with excefllve and unreafonablc

cofts and damages.

And laftiy, whereas your majefty hath upon complaint

made againft the irregular proceedings done and fuffered,

been gracioufly pleafed to permit Mr. William Vaughan,
one of the principal inhabitants and merchants in this

province, to take iiis appeale to your majefty in councill

for relief, againft feverall opprefTivejudgments, one where-

of referrs to the title of his lands within this province hold-

en in the fame form with the reft of his majefty's good
lubje<5ls liere, wee do with all humble gratitude acknow-
ledge your majefty's juftice and favour herein and for that

the purfuance and iflue of the faid appeale will therefore

neceft'arily afi'eit the whole province and be introductory

to the determination of all Mr. Mafon's challenge,wc have

judged it our duty in moft humble manner to proftrate

ourfelves at your Majefty's feete, and have therefore be-

trufted and fully empowered Mr. Nathaniel Weare one

of the inhabitants of this your majefty's province our a-

gent to lay before your majefty and moft honorable privy

council the common cafe and condition of your majefty's

poore and diftreftcd fubje6\s in this province, who is fully

inftrufted humbly to reprefent the fame, and the arbitra-

ry and fevere opprefTions wee have laboured under, from

which wee are well aftured of reliefe by your majefty's

moft juft and gracious determination, and to make an

humble and entire fubmilTion of ourfelves unto your ma-
jefty's pleafure, moft humbly befecching that wee may
henceforward have our perfect and immediate dependence

upon your majefty and the crown of England as well in

the tennure of our lands as in the affairs of government,

which gracious influence of your majefty is only able to

revive and reftore this province to its former ftourifh-

ing eftate and growth, whereby we may at length be

made ferviceable to your moft facred majefty and the

crowne which wee are devoted to ferve, refolving therein

to be exemplary to all other your majefty's fubjedi^s in the

territory of New-England, and for which wee fhall ever

pray> &c.

[This paper is inihe hands ofthe hon. PrrfJcnt IVcare.']

No.



APPENDIX. xcv

No. XLI.
At the court at Whitehall the 19th ofNovember 1686,

(LS.) Prefent, The king's rnoft excellent Majefty.

Lord Chancellor, t. of Plymouth,

Ld Treafurer, E. of Morray,

Ld Prefident, E. of Middleton,

Duke of Ormond, E. of iMelford,

D. of Albermarle, E. of Tyrconnell,

D. of Beauford, Vifcount Staur«nberg,

Ld Chamberlain, Vifc. Prefton,

Earl of Oxford, Ld Bp of Durham,
E. of Huntington, Ld Arrundell of Wardour,

E. of Peterborough, Ld Dartmouth,

E. of Craven, Ld Dover,

E. of Powis, Mr Chancellor ofthe exchequer

E. of Nottingham, Mr. Chancellor of the Dutchy.

UPON reading this day at the board a report from

the honble the lords of the committee of council

for trade and foreign plantations, bearing date the fixth

of November inftant, fetting forth, that in obedience to

his majefty's orders in council of the 25th of April 1685,

and the third of July laft, they have examined the appeal

of Wm. Vaughan from a verdicf and judgment givea

againft him on the 6th day of November 1683, in his

majefty's courts in New-Hampfhire in New-England, at

the ;fuit of Robert Mafon Efq. as proprietor of that

province, for certain lands and tenements in Portfmouth

in the faid province and that they having heard the faid

Robert Mafon and Nathaniel Weare attorney for the ap-

pellant and his council learned in the law, are humbly of

opinion that his majefty be pleafed to ratify and affirm

the verdi6t and judgment aforefaid.

His majefty in council was pleafed to approve of their

lordfhip's faid opinion and report, and to order the faid

verdiift and judgment given againft the faid William
Vaughan on the fixth day of November 1683, in his

majefty's courts in New-Hamp(hire in New-England, at

the fuit of Robt. Mafon, efq as proprietor of that prouncc,

for certaine lands and tenements in Portfmuth in faid

province, be ratified and affirmed, and they are hereby rat-

fied and affirmed accordingly. WM. BRIDGEMAN.
Vera copia, per Richard Partridge, clerk.

Copy as on file in the cafe, Allen vs Waldron,
Exam, per Geo. Jaffrey, CI.

No.
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No. XLII.

]^mr tetters or pstitwns from ^fohn Hogk'ins^ sonvmnJy called

Hiikins^ om of thefuchems ofthe Penacook Indians. [From
the originals in the F^ccordcr s (jj^icc.

Honour gouernbr my friend, May 15th 1685,
\/0'J my friend I defire your worfhip and your power,
i becaufc I hope you can do fom great matters this one.

I am poor and naked and I have no men at my place be-

caufe I afraid allwayes Mohotjs he will kill me every day
and nfght. If your worfhip when pleafe pray help me
you no let JMohogs kill me at my place at Maiamake riv-

er called Panukkog and Natrukkog, i will fubmir your
worfhip and your power. And now I want pouder and
fifch alminifhon, fnatt and guns, becaufc i have forth at

iiiV ham and I planr theare.

'V\\\i all Indian hand, but pray you do confider

your humble fsrvant, JOHN' HOGiKINS,
Simon Detogkom, Peter 3 Robin,

Jofeph X Ti'-ifi^t;, Mr. Jorge -^ Roddunnonukgus
King It Flary, Air Hope 4- Hoth,

Sam li Linis, Jo!m -r- Tonehj
VV'apeggaanat ii> Sagua- ^ John a Canowd,

chuwalhatj \ [ohn x Owamofimmin,
Old Robin K Natonili % Indian,

Mamaaofgues 3 Andra.

Anotherfrom the fame.

Honour Mr. Governor, May 15, 1685:

NOW" this day I com your houfe, I want fe you, and

J bring my hand at before you I want (luke hand to you

if your worfhip when pleafe then you receve my hand
then flnke your hand and my hand. You my friend be-

caufe I remember at old time when live my grant father

and grant mother then Engliflimcn com this country,

tlien my grant father and Englifhmen th.cy make a good
govenant, thev friend allwayes, my grant father leving at

piace called Aialamake rever, other name chef Natukkog
and Panukkog, that one rever great many names, and 1

bring you this few fkins at this hi it time I will give you,

my ffiend. This all Indian hand.

\fihe rcjl us bcfhre.] JOHN { HAWKINS, Sagamor.

^!::thcr.
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Another from thefame.

Pleafe your worfhip,

I WILL intreat you matther you my friend, new this

M my Indian he do you long pray you no put your law

becaufe fom my.Indins fooll, fom men much love drunk
then he no know what he do, may be he do mifchifwhen
he drunk if fo pray you muft let me know what he done
becaufe I will ponif him what he have done you, you my
friend if you defire my bufmefs, then fent me I will help

you if I can. Mr. JOHN HOGKINS.

Anotherfrom the fame.

Mr. Mafon,
PRAY I want fpeake you a few words if your wor-

fhip when pleafe becaufe I come parfas fon purpofe] I

will fpeake this governor but he go away fo he fay at hil

night, and fo far I underftand this governor his power
that your power now, fo he fpeake his own mouth. Pray
if you take what I want pray com to me becaufe I wane
go horn at this day.

Your humble fervant,

JOHN HOGKINS, Indian fogmor.
May i6, 1685.

No. XLIIL
Letter from Capt. Hooke^ advifmg of dangerfrom the Indians.

Capt. Barefoot, Sir.,

THIS is to informe you that juft now there cam to

me a port, wherein I am fully informed that there

is juft ground to feare that the heathen have a fouden de-

fyne againft us ; they havinge lately about Sacoe affront-

ed our Englifh inhabitants there by threatening of them,
as alfoe by killinge theyre doggs j but more pertickularly

in that on Friday, Saturday, and Lord's day lafl they

have gathered all theyre come, and are removed both
pack and packidge. A word to the wife is enough. Ths
old proverb is, forwarned forearmed. Myfelf and rert in

commiffion with us are forthwith fettinge ourfelves in a

pofture, and tomorrow our counfell meet for to confider

what is needful to be done. Not els, beinge in great

)iaft, butt remayn, Sir, your obliged fervant,

Kittery, 13 Aug. 1685. FRANCIS HOOKE.
N n No,
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No. XLIV.

Report of perjons fent to enquire into the above matter,

(No date or Jignature .)

To the honourable Walter Barefoot, Efq. and the coun-
cell of Great-Ifland.

Gentlemen,

ACCORDiNGE to your command and order to me,
bearinge date the 2d inftant, I have to the utmoft

of my power obferved every particular. Upon our arri-

val there on Friday night they were all very courteous to

us, and in the morninge my orders were read which was
very kindly received by them, and the reafons why they

deferted the places where they ufually abode among the

Eng^fli was,

I That four Indians came from fort Albany to the

fo<t at Pennicooke and informed them that all the Mo-
hawkes did declare they would kill all Indians from Un-
cas at mount Hope to the eaftward as far as Pegypfcut.

2. The reafon of Natombamat, fagamore ot Sac©, de-

parted his place was, becaufe the fame news was brought
there as hiivifelf declared upon reading my orders at Pen-
nicooke.

3. Natombamat, fagamore of Saco, is gone to carry

the Indians downe to the fame place where they were be-
fore departed from us, on Sunday morninge, and defired

Capt. Hooke to meet him at Saco, five days after.

4. Both fegamores of Pennicook, viz. Wannilanfet
and Mefandowit, the latter of which is come downe, did
then declare they had no intention of war, neither indeed
are they in any pofture for war, beingc about 24 men
befides fquaws and papofes.

5. Aflcing the reafon why they did not come among
the Englifn as formerly, they anfwered they thought if

the Mohawkes came and fought them and they fhould
fly for fuccour to th§ Engliih, that then the Mohawkes
would kill all the Englifh for harboring them.

No. XLV.
Artrcles of peace agreed upon the eighth day of Septem-

ber, in the year of our Lord 1685, between the fub-
jecls of his majefty king James the fecond inhabiting
the provinces of New-Hamp(hire and iVlaine, and the
Indians inhabiting the faid provinces.

IT
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IT is agreed there fhall be for tlie future a lading pence

friendrhip and kindnefs between the KngliHi and the

Indians, and that no injury fhall be offered by the one to

the other.

That if any Englifhman dotli any injury to an Indian,

upon complaint made to any juftice of peace the EngliPa-

mart fhall be punilhed, and the Indian fhall have prefent

fatisfatSlion made him. And if any Indian doth an in-

jury to the Englifh or threaten to do any injury, the fa-

gamore to whom that Indian doth belong, lliall punifh

him in prefence of one of the king's jultices of tlic peace.

That if any other Indian ihall deligne any mifchief or

harme to the Englifli, the Indians inhabiting the afore-

faid provinces fhall give prefent notice thereof to the Eng-
lifli, and fliall afllft the Englifh.

That fo long as the aforefaid Indians fliall continue iri

friendfliip with the Englifh, they (hall be protefied againft

the Mohawks, or any others, and may freely and peace-

ably fet downe by the Englifh near any their plantations.

Robert Aiafon, Walter Baretoote,

Robert Elliot, Henry Green,

John Davis, Francis Hooke.

The mark of (^ Mefandowit.

The mark x of Wahowah, alias Hopehood.

The mark -v- of Tecamorifick, alias Jofias.

The mark '-^ of John Nomony, alias Uplawah.

The mark —>^ of Umbefnowah, alias Robin.

We whofe names are hereunto written do freely con-

fent and engage to comply and perform the within writ-

ten articles as our neighbours have done, and do further

engage as followeth :

Laflly, That the Indians fliall not at any time hereaf-

ter remove from any of the Englifli plantations with

their wives and children before they have given fair and

timely notice thereof unto the Engiifli, from whence they

do fo remove ; and in cafe the faid Ind\ans fliail remove

with their wives and children without fuch fair and time-

ly notice given to the Engiifli, that then it fliall be taken

pro confefTo that the Indians do intend and defigne war

with the Englifh, and do thereby declare that the peace is

broken^^ and it fhall and may be lawful to and for the

Engiifli, or any on their behalfs, to apprehend the faid

Indians with their wives and children, and to ufe acls ot

l:0l1ilirv
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iioilillty agalnft them until the fagamores (hall make full

fatisfacStion for all charge and damage that may arife

(hereby. John Davis,

Francis HookCj

The mark 3 of Netambomct, fagam. of Saco.

The mark x of Wahowah, alias Hopehood.
The maik (:) of Ned Higgon,

The mark y^ of Newcome.
Kankamogus, alias John Hawkinr, fagamore, figned

this inllrument, 19 yber, 1685, his tC mark.

Bagcflbn, alias Jofeph Traflce, O his mark.
And agreed to all within written.

Teftis, JOSEPH RAYN.

No. XLVI.
Portfmouth, the 7th of Sept. 1687.

To the much honred court now fiting in faid Portf-

mouth, for the prouinc of Newhampfnir,
The humbel pctifhon of William Houchins, on of his

inagefly fubgi6!s belonging to faid prouince, humbly
feweth for aduic, ade and releff in hisdeplorabell eftat

and condition.

THAT wharcas it has plefed God to lay his hand up-
pon him, and that hee is in fuch a condition not

being abell to help him felfF, as to the geting a liuing or

proqaering help or remedy for my diftemper, being low
in the world, and hauing ufeed all the means and ad-

wic pofabell for nere fiue year paft j hauing bin in-

formed by fom that it is a deftempcr caled the king^s

fuill*^ fo can not Idc qiireed but by his magefty.

Hauing litrell or nothing in this world, if my lifFfhould

go

^' This pftulon is inferted merely ns rt curloFity, It was a
received opinion in ihot day that the difiemper called the king's

r.vil could be cured only hy the royal touch. The following ad-

rertilcmcnt^taken from an old London Gazette^ is of thefame
-r.aturc.

" Thfe are to give notice^ that the weather growing luarmey

lis rnajejiy will not touch any more for the evil till towards Mi-
chaelmajs. And his majefiy's chirurgeons dcfire to prevent

ins nuijejly being defrauded^ that greater care be takenfor the

j/utnre m regiltering certificates given to Juch as ccme to be

tcachid." Lvid. Gaz. ALiy 2Q, 16S2.
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go for it am not abell to trancfport my felfF for England

to his magellv tor releff ; tharcffor humbly and hartly

beg the help, ade and auAanc ot this lionrcd cort, that

thay would fo far coinmiferat my -.loj.lorabell condition as

order fom way ether by breff or any other way that youer

honers fliall think mod: meet to moue the harts of all

crilten people with compation to beflo fomthing iippon

mee, to trancfport mec from England, whar, v-od wilimg,

I intend forth with to goo if pofabell, but without help

not poiabell. This humbly leuing my felif in the fad

condition I am in, trufting in God and youer honers

for help and aduice, fubfcrib youer por dcplorabel! far-

II ant,

WILLIAM HOUCHINS.

No. XLVIL
A Utterfrom Secretary Adiington to MujorlFaldron, appr'tz»

ing himoj hU dangerfrom the Indians.

[The crigifial in the hatids of the hon. Thomas JVefHrocke

IValdron.]

Honble Sir, Borton, 27 June i6Sg.

THE governor and councill haveing this day receiv-

ed a letter from Major Henchman, of Chelmsford,
that fome Indians are come into them who report that

there is a gathering of fome Indians in or about Pene-
cooke, with defigne of mifchiefe to the Englifh. A-
mong thefaid Indians one Haw'kins is faid to be a princi-

ple defigner, and that they have a particular defigne a-

gainfl yourfclf and Mr. Peter CofHn, which the council

thought it neceffary prefently to dilpatch advice thereof

to give you notice, that you take care of your own fafe-

guard, they intending to endeavour to betray you on a

pretention of trade.

Pleafe forthwith to fignify the import hereof to Mr.
Coffin and others as you fliall thinke neceffary, and sd-

vife of what informations you may at any time receive

of the Indians motions.

By order in councill,

ISA. ADDINGTON, Secv.

For Mr,jor Ricl-.ard Waldrcn and Mr. Peter

Coffin, or cither of them, att Cocliccha
;

tliefe witii all poiFihlc fpe*"d.
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No. XLVIII.

Copy of an addrefs ofthe general court to ^een Anne^ De^
cem. 6J 1706. [^Council minutes.^

To the queen's- moft excellent majefty.

The addrefs of your majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fub-

je6ts, the governor, council, and reprefentatives of your

tnajefty's province ofNew-Hampfhire in New-England,
convened in general aflembly,

Moft humbly fheweth,

THAT in the midft of the great diftrefles, that your

majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds of this

your majefty's province were involved in, by the frequent

incurfions of our ill neighbours the French of Canada

and their dependent Indians, to the great hurt of our

plantations and fettlements, your facred majefty has been

plea fed of your royal bounty and compaflion to fupply us

with a number of cannon and ftores for our defence, the

receipt whereof has invigorated and encouraged us in the

defence of our frontiers, and our marches againft the In-

dians in their fecret receftes in the woods, which are al-

ways and ftill fuccefsfully put forward by your majefty's

governor for our fecurity, to our perfedl fatisfadlion.

That while we were thus defending ourfelves and fam-

ilies, againft the common enemy of the repofeof all your

majefty's Britifti fubjeds in the plantations abroad as well

as in Europe, we were purfued by the challenge bf Mr.

Allen for the lands and foil under our feet, which we

have this fixty years defended with our lives and eftates,

as well as the afllftance of our good neighbours of our

majefty's colony of the Maftachufetts, your majefty ot

vour roval and princely regard to us has difmified that

challenge, which will forever encourage us to our utmoft

power to defend this your majefty's province, fince we

mav now hope to leave our children in the pofieflion of

the country, with an entire dependance upon your ma-

jefty and your royal fucceflbrs without the danger of any

further unjuft challenge from thofe perfons that have fo

long difturbed us with their claims.

And whereas your majefty out of a gracious regard to

this and other your provinces in tliefc parts of America,

was
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vi'as pleafed to form a defign agalnft the French fettlemcnts

at Canada and Nova-Scotia the laft fummer, but a more
important fervice in Europe requiring your majefty's for-

ces which were intended hither, whereby that defign is

laid afide for the prefent ; we moft humbly pray your

majefty that it may confift with your royal pleafure to re-

vive the faid defign, and that the expedition lately intend-

ed may be profecuted feafonably the next fpring ; and rhat

your majefty's arrtis in America may have a glorious fuc-

cefs as in Europe, to the utter confufion of your enemies,

and lafting repofe of all your majefty's good fubjefls in-

habiting this continent.

We moft humbly render our everlafting praifes to Al-

mighty God for your majefty's moft glorious fucccfies

againft the tyranny and ufurpation of the French king

and heartily pray for your majefty's long life and happy

reign and the continuance of the proteftant iuccefiion, for

the benefit of your majefty's fubjeds of Great Britain, of

all your majefty's dominions and plantations, and of all

Europe who have had the unfpeakable benefit of your

majefty's unparalleled reign.

We are your majefty's moft loyal and obedient fubjeds,

Mark Hunking, fpeaker.

Signed in prefence and by or-

der of the Houfe of Reprefent-

atives.

Cha. Story, fecretary.

Signed in the prefence

and by order of the

Council.

Portfmouthj in New-Hampftiire, 6th December, 1709,

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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